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Work on Barendra project
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going on in full swing

NATORE: Jan 14. The work
on second phase of the
Barendra Muttlfnriuu:
Development Project is now go-
ing on full swing.

Taka 350 crore will be spent
for the completion of the work,

official sources said.
The second work of
thi-l started in 1990 and

pectéd to be completed by
mnﬁ with the financial assis-
tance of Bangladesh govern-
ment,

Taka 104 crore was spent for
the first phase work of the pro-
ject. °

According to reports, 25
thanas of Natore, Rajshahi,
Naogaon and Chapainawabgan
districts have been included

“under the project.

Installation of deep tubewells
cleaning of ponds re-excavation
of canals nffurﬂlnt!un. con-
struction of roads have been in-
cluded under the project.

The completion of this pro-
ject will help produce more

From Our Correspondent

three lakh metric tons of food
grains every year.

During the first
1500 deep tubewells were in-
stalled. A total of 1256 decp
tubewells will be installed dur-
ing the second phase of much
1000 hnw been set up in this
time.

Ahout 3 lnh.h of hnd
under the pro will
brought under irrigation ﬁcﬂt
ties.

Over 2.50 lakh families will
be benefitted after the comple-
tion of the Barendra project.

Another report says : About
seven lakh metric tons of wheat
js expected to be produced in
northern region this year.

According to reports, about 8
lakh 90 thousand 435 acres of
land in 16 nerthern districts
including Natore have been

t under wheat cultivation
during the current Rabi season.

The district — wise break-up
of the cultivation is as follows :
About 40,755 acres of land in

hase work,

Natore, 74,100 acres of land in
Rajshahi, 49,400 acres of land
in N n, 12,270 acres of
land in Pabna, 1 lakh 3 thou-
sand 740 acres of land in

27.170 acres of land

i Bogra, 17,200 acres of land

in Joypurhat, 60,515 acres of
z‘nd)tnmm gpur, 41,990 acres .
bandha, 96,330

acres of llnd in -Dinajpur,
14,820 acres of land in
Lalmonirhat, 49,400 acres of
land in Kurigram, 38,285 acres
of land Nilphamari, 1 lakh
11,150 acres ol land in
Thakurgﬂun. and 37,050 acres
of land have been brought un-
der wheat cultivation in
Panchagarh district.

Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation
(BADC) and local Agriculture
Extension Department (AED)

“will assist farmers with seeds,

fertilizers, insecticides, and
propér training to boost the
wheat production.

Forged nctes
recovered .

RANGPUR, Jan 14 The
CID police arrested a man and
recovered 11 forged notes of
Taka 100 denomination from
his possession from- the railway
station of the town., reporis
UNB.

The arrested was identjﬂed
as Mokhlesur Rahman of Alina-
gar village in Mgnikganj dis-
trict who came here from Lak
monirhat district.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, police challenged Mok-

hlesur Rahman and ru:uvcrnd .

the forged notes.

A case has been filed ‘with
the sadar thana.

2 dacoits held,
“valuables
recovered

NARSINGDI, Janl4: Police
arrested two alleged dacoits
from Shahepratab village In
sadar thana and recovered
some valuables from their pos-

sessions, reports UNB.
Mohammad Abul Hashim

(50) and Sultan Mia were
nabbed last week in connec-
tion with a textile mils da-

ldlth] I-J.,ll‘l'!. T'I.'htllbtl‘-:l Iur Fust and Tele Communication
and others affermg munajat after opening Kapotakho
Lions and Diabetic Hospital at. Huahtnla Bakchor, Jessore

recently.

— Star phnt.u

.

MADARIPUR: The Madaripur-Bariaal canal needs reexcavation to facilitate irrigation and communication.

coity, police said.

— Star photo

Sharp rise in prices

of essentials

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 14: Prices
of rice, pulses and soybean oil
have alarmingly increased in

the district causing inconve- .

nience to the common people,
says UUNB.

According to local people,
per . kg rice is being sold at
9.75 as against Taka 6.50 in
the last week, soybean oil per
kg a Taka 48 to 52 against

Taka 44 and masur dal per kg -

is being sold at Taka 28 as
against Taka 24.

Food officials said, govern-
ment delivered several thou-
sand maunds of rice in the
market for open sale at Taka
7.50 per kg last month.

It is alleged that some dis-

honest traders are hoarding
the rice after purchasing from
the government stock to cre-
ate artificial scarcity.
. Local people urged the gov-
ernment to check the price
hike of the essentials including
rice, soybean and pulses and
take action against persons re-
sponsible for creating artificial
scarcity in the market.

Police recovered 300 grams

of cocaine worth Taka eight
lakh from a press at Fazlul
Haque road in the town and
arrested three people on
Monday. ,

The arrested were identi-
fied as Alim Hossain, propri-
etor of the press, Nimai Chan-
dra Saha and his accomplices
— Horidash Pal at Jamtali vil-
lage of Kamarkhand thana.

Acting on. secret informa-
tion, police arrested Nimai and
Horidash from a house near
food godown in the town and
recovered some cocaine from
their possession in the
evening.

On the same day, two police
sub-inspectors, Abdul Zalil and
Abdul Majeed raided Ali Proka-
soni press of Alim Hossain on
11 pm on the basis of the con-
fessional statement given by
Nimai and Haridash.

However, Alim Hossain
managed to confine the sub-in-
spectors. But somehow. Abdul
Jalil managed to flee and in-
formed the police cell. Then a
contingent of police raided the

DlStrlct roundup

J AMALPUR

Taka 53 crore
road uplift
work in

progress

. Jan 14: Work on 21 road
development schemes in the
greater Jamalpur is progressing
fast at a cost of Taka 53 crore,
reports UNB.,

to official sources,

Roads and Highways Depart-
ment and Local Government
Engineer Department have
separately implementing the
schemes,

Ten roads in Sherpur and 11
roads in Jamalpur are being
constructed and with the com-

pletion of the schemes, com-

munication system of the two
districts will improve.

Besides, communicatigon
system between Jamalpur sadar
and Bhuapur area of the pro-
posed Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge project via Jamuna
Fertilizer Factory will also be
established.

The schemes are expected to
be completed by June next, the
sources added.

COMILLA

47 criminals.
rounded up

TANGAIL, Jan 14: Police ar-
rested 47 persons from Tan-
gail town Friday under differ-
ent charges including terror-
ism and toll collections, re-
ports BSS.

A police source said that
anybody found to be causing
disturbance in the society
would be brought 10 book. Ear-
lier, on Thursday, the district
administration held a meeting
with the elite of the town, po-
litical leaders and sought their
cooperation on maintaining
law and order situatior! in the
district.

This police vigilance fol-
lowed some terrorist incidents
in the district. One, Omar Ali,
a rice dealer, was stabbed in
his shop at Chaiani Bazar. He
was admitted to the sadar hos-
pital.

In prntut against the inci-
dent, the shopkeepers ob-
served a strike and held
protest meeting.

Fire destroys
huge property

KUSHTIA, Jan 14: Five
shops were gutted and rty
worth about Taka one mth-
cluding cash Taka 25,000 were
destroyed in a devastating fire

fire g from an electric
short circuit which soon en-
gulfed the t areas and
gutted one tel of Sanad
Kumar, a tea stall of Sobhan
Sardar and three grocery shops

of Abdul Mannanmn and
Bakibillah.
Local peeple after one hour

of frantic eflorts brought the fire
under control.

The affected shopowners
urged the government to sanc-
tion grant for their early
rehabilitation.

Three held
with gold
ornaments

CHANDPUR, Jan 14: Police
recovered gold ornaments worth
about Taka 3.5 lakh and ar-
rested three people from
Chandpur launch terminal on
Monday midnight, reports UNB.

The arrested people were
Swapan Bonik (35], Dilip
Karmaker (40]) and Nepal Das
(32).

Police said, following a tip
ofl, they challenged the three
who were going to Bhola from
Chaumuhani of Noakhadi dis-
trict via Chandpur and recov-
ercd the arnaments from their
pOs Session

|

Rabi.crop cultivation - -

SIMW. Jan 14: Target
of Rabi crops cultivation may
not be achieved during the cur-
rent season for want and price
hike of seeds, fertilizers, pesti-
cides and irrigation f[acilities in

The Agricultural Extension
Department (AED) in formed
that during the current season
Rabi crop cultivations target
was fixed at 8,506 hectares for

wheat, 3,803 hectares for
potato, 28,270 hectares for
mustered and 4,743 hectares
for vegetables.

But 40 per cent of the tar-
Fcu:d land have been remaining

due to shortage of seeds,

fertilizers, pesticides and irriga-
tion facilities.

The Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation
(BADC) has failed to supply

CHITTAGONG, Jan 14: An
effective merchant navy is vi-
tally important for a steady
growth of the important export
trade as well as of the economy
of a nation, sald Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman, re-
ports UNB.

He was addressing as chief
guest the passing-out parade of
the 28th batch of cadets of the
Marine Academy here recently.

Shipping Minister M K
Anwar, Sirajul Islam, MP and
Rosy Kabir MP were present on
the occasfon.

The finance minister said,
steps were being taken to in-
crease the number of commer-
cial vessels in both, public and
private sectors. He stressed the
need for an improved efficiency
and skill of the officers and

concerned as well as
streamlining of the manage-
ment of the merchant navy, be-

commercial vessels.

He expressed the hope that
the Marine Academy authority

would formulate and tmple ment
training programmes and poli-

side increasing the number of

Plan underway to a_dd
more commercial vessels

cies for the cadets keeping in
mind the greater national inter-
esl

"Such programmes and
policies would guide us towards
the cherished goal of achieving
an eflective and self-reliant
merchant nawvy.”

Terming the cadets as life-
force of the national merchant
navy, the Finance Minister said,
overall success and develop-
ment of a merchant navy is de-
pendent on the technological
knowhow, effliciency and skilled
management of the concerned
officers. Such qualities could
only be ath through hard
work and n -untngful tm"i-“&

Earlier, the minister in-
spected a spectacular march-
past of the outgoing cadets and
took salute.

He also distributed prizes
among all the cadets for their
outstanding performance in the
academic life. Sr Cadet Captain
Nazmul Hossain Bhutyan got
President Gold Medal for his
overall outstanding perfor-
mance

Target may not be ach1eved

sceds in due time. The farmers
could not buy seeds from open
market due to price hike.

In the open market potato
seeds were sold at Taka 24 per
kilogram as against Taka 13,
wheat seeds at Taka 13 per kg
and mustered seeds were sold
at Taka 25 per kg.

The prices of fertilizers also
rise abnormally. A 50 kg bag of
MP (Murate of Potash) is being
sold at Taka 900 in the open
market. Tripple Super
Phosphate [TSP) is being sold at
Taka 475 and urea at Taka 250
against Taka 400 and Taka 200
respectively.

Due to frequent loadshading
and high price of disel, 1
tion in the lands was also
turbed.

It is observed that a section
of hoarders have created artifi-
cial fertiliser crisis {n Sirajganj
district. Many godowns have
been set up at Sirajganj ghat
area to hoard fertilizers of the
Jamuna Fertilizer Factory. The

hoarders supply fertilizer to the .

dealers on their wishes creating
crisis of fertilizers which causes
price hike in the open market,
The farmers have appealed
to the higher authority to en-
sure supply of sceds, fertilizers
and pesticides at fair price be-
fore the sowing season of crops.
Another report says
Sirajganj district unit of
Bangladesh Medical Association
(BMA) have been formed in the
general meeting at the MATS
auditorium recently. |
Dr Suzabuzzaman and Dr.
Akramuzzaman were clected
President and General Secretary
of Sirajganj BMA unit respec-

tively for the year 1994.

house of Alim Hossain-

Misuse of mwer
Case filed against LGED

Chief Engineer

JAMALPUR, Jan 14: A case
has been filed with the senior
sub-judge court in the district
against Chief Engineer of Local
Government Engineering De-
partment (LGED) for misusing
his official power, reports
LUNB. :

Secretary of District BNP
and first class contractor of
LGED Mahbubur Rahman
Ansary in his complaint alleged
that the tender called by the
LGED ‘authorities for pavement
work of Jamalpur-Bharuakhali
(5.07 km to 1.20 km) road was
not given to the lowest bidder.

He also alleged that the au-
thorities accepted a tender of
Taka 52 18 lakh instead of a
tender of Taka 49.06 lakh.

He prayed for justice
against issuing work order by
the Chief Engineer which will
involve wastage of government

‘extra money of over Taka 3.12

lakh.

Advocate Amzad Hossain
submitted the prayer on Jan-y
uvary 3 on behalf of the com-
plainant.

Property worth
Tk 50 lakh gutted
Property worth Taka 50
lakh was damaged as 30 shops
gl Sanandabari market of De-
wangaj thana were gutted on
Thursday.

Witnesses sald. the fire
originating from a shop of
warm clothes which soon en
guliudthemarkﬂ

' Local people Extlngui!hed

the fire after three hours of
frantic efforts.

The affected people alleged
that in the absence of fire bri-
gade station in' the thana or in
Melandah, Mothergan] and [s-
lampur thanas, no step could
be taken to bring the fire un-
der control within a short
time.

They urged the government
to sanction grant for their
early rehabilitation.

Commercial gas
supply soon

A BSS report adds: Work on

the installation of gas line in

Jamalpur town has been going Y

on smoothly for the last one

week.
The supply of gas would

start in June next. According
to an authoritative source over
one lakh and nineteen thou-
sand yards of line would be
constructied before the stipu-
lated time for the supply.

Another reports adds: A
motivational meeting under
the family planning and popu-
lation control programme was
held at the police line here re-
cently.

The Additional Superinten-
dent of police Anwar Hossain
presided over the meeting. It
was addressed among others
by Sirajul Islam. deputy Direc-
tor, Family Planning Depart-
ment and K M Kawsarul lslam.

Speakers stressed the need
for population control. They
urged the people of eligible
age group to adopt population
control methods.

. Mt
Bank Rajshahi Division at the Dhvisional career conference held hére
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Women urged to take part
in uplift activities

BOGRA. Jan 14: State Min-
ister for Finance Mojibur Rah-
man underscored the need for
integrating the women, who
constitute half of our popula-
tion. in nation bullding activi
ties to ensure allout develop-
ment of the country, reports
BSS.

He was addressing a dis
cussion on ‘role of women in
socio-economic development
as the chiel guest at Hazradighi
High School ground under Bo:
¢ra sadar thana Sunday.

The state minister said. the
BNP government had intro
duced stipend for gicls student
from class six to ten and made
free education up 1o class eight
for girls student for spreading
education among the woimnen. A

L prosperous nation could be

built through building edu-
cated mother he mentioned

Rahman called upon the
women to set up projects on
handicrafts and cattle and
poultry farming He said, the
governmeni would provide all
support including credit iIn
this regard

The state minister also
urged the women to cultivate
vegelables in their house
premises and to plant trees

Presided over by Md Nurul
Islam, headmaster. Hazradighi
High School, the discussion
was addressed, among others.
by Md Nuruzzaman Bhulyan.

Deputy Commissioner Bogra
Akhil Bandu Nag. Director
Department of Mass Commu
nication and Journalist Juadur
Rahmuirn

Coach plunges
into ditch,
20 injured

Jan 14: Twenty passengers
were injured when a night
coach plunged into a ditch near
Gauripur of Daudkandi thana
in the early hours of Tuesday,
says UNB.

Police and witnesses said,

] the accident occurred on Dha-

ka-Chittagong highway when
the driver of a Chittagong
bound night coach, 'SR Pario-
bahan' from Dhaka luat control

" of the gear.

Following the accident at 4
am. playing of vehicles in the
area was disrupted for about
three hours causing untold suf-
fering to the passengers.

* . The injured were sent to lo-

_cal hospital.

SHERPUR

Uplift works
reviewed

Jan 14: A meeting of the
district development co-ordi-
nation committee was held at
Sherpur recently, says BSS.

. Ataur Rahman, Deputy
Comunissioner, Eihurpur- was in
the chair.

The meeting was addressed
among others by Choudhury
Aftab Uddin A D C (Gen), Ab-

dur Razzaque Ashish, Chair-

man, Sherpur Pourasava, Am-
zad Hossain, President,
Sherpur Chambers of Com-
merce, Abu Baker, Editor,
Weekly Daskahania. The meet-
ing reviewed the progress of
development prujcctl in the
district,

CHITTAGONG

“Call to preserve

writings of
Sucharit
Chowdhury

Jan 14: Speakers at a
memorial meeting here
Saturday called upon the
Bangla Academy to arrange
publication uf about three thou-
sand songs and other writings
of late Sucharit Chowdhury,
says BSS.

Paying tributes to Bangla
Academy award winner
Sucharit Chowdhury, who died
last Wednesday at the age of 64,
they said, he was a dedicated
writer and cultural activist
throughout his life. He was
never tempted by money of
publicity. He remained dedi-
cated to the pursuit of literature
and culture, they added,

The held under the
auspices of Nazrul Academy,
was presided over by Prof AFM
Serajud Dowla of Chittagong

College and was addressed by

eminent scientist Dr Jamal
Nazrul Islam, Waltur Rahman of
Radic Bangladesh, journalist
Nazir Ahmed, cultural workers
Shankar Dasgupta, Biswajft
Barua and Convenor of the
Nazrul Academy Farida Karim.

SAVAR

One killed,
10 injured In

road mishap

Jan 14: A trader was killed
and 10 others were injured, two
seriously, when a speeding
Singair-bound minfbus crashed
on a roadside tree here Sunday,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said, Abdul Aziz,
35, of village Azimpur in Singair
thana of Manikganj district fell
off the roof of the bus and died
instantly as it hit a tree in front
of Amber Bread Factory on the
Hemayetput-Singair road.

The injured were admitted to
Savar Thana Health Complex,
he body of Aziz was sent 1o
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
for autopsy, said police.

The driver of the minibus
fled the scene. A case has been
fled

KUsHm

Eight held
with arms,
ammunition

Jan 14: At least eight per-
sons were arrested and some
weapons, including three pipe
guns and five rounds of ammu-
nitiun,, were recovered from:

gang of dacoits who were going
for a dacoity at the housing es-
tate at night.

The police party chal
the dacoits in frent nftm

at Kumergara and -arrested
them.

SIRAJGANJ :
Clash over
land leaves

12 injured

Jan 14: A clash between ri-
val grnulpu over land dlapu
Sunday left 12 people red,
aix , at West
;ﬂlage il':i Ruuunj &f

irnj?ani istrict, UNB.

Of the ecritically injured, ,
three were runhad to
Mohammad Ali Hospital. Three

others were admitted at Roy
thana health complex. o
Police &Sources said,

Tamijuddin of West Lakhikola
had a quarrel with his brethers

- over the family property. After

an exchange of hot words the
two groups attacked each other
ledving 12 people injured. - =
. A case has hegnm'[ﬂg

ks

CHUADANGA

2 activists of ..

.: .-.-‘-r%

Jan 14: Two leaders ofﬁﬁl—

lawed Purba  Banglar
Communist Party were arrested
in two separate police raids
Saturdsy, reports UNB, %
Police said, Comrade Abdur
Rashid, regional leader of the
party was taken .into
from Kakiladah village. He was
shot at in counter fire by police.
A 303 rifle and some ammuni-
tion were recovered from him.
In another raid, Comrade
Ekramul Haque was arrested

from Hazrahati village.
They were wanted by p
in connection with a nu of
murder and dacoity cases.
SATKHIRA
One killed
by man eater
Jan 14: A man, Sital Mandal
(35) of Dhu jat under
of Satkhira district
was killed by a man eater along
the Kalagachia river in the

Sundarbans recently, reports
BSS. :

His companion said that a
man eater jumped on him and

dnﬂ im to the near-by jun-
he was catching fish.

His relatives later collﬂ:led
the skeleton.

BARISAL

“Telephone lines
snapped

Jan Bangladesh Tand T
Board, Barisal Division,
snapped 750 telephone connec-
tions for non-payment of arrear
bills till December 31, says
BSS.

According to an official
source, the outstanding bills
stand at about Taka 30 lakh.

RAJBARI
' Free text
books for

pry school
students

Jan 14 Government will
distribute 1.29 lakh sets of
text books free of cost
the primary school students
the district under the mmpub
sory free primary edutation
programme, reports UNB.

According to the officials,
the distribution has begun on
January | this year among the
263 government and 100 reg-
istered primary schools.

Of the books, 38,200 will be
distributed in class one,
32.400 in class two, 23,900 in
class three, 18,9800 in class
four and 15,800 in class five.

District primary education
office sources said, the distri-
bution of books would be

completed by January 15.

. The first phase
work on various uplift projects
of Rajbari pourashava is pro-
gressing fast under 12-town
water supply and sanitatton

programme at a cos{ uf over
Taka 1 9 ¢rore

The |_J-I'll]|f'll‘-. inchide. set
ting 1ip of four deep tubewells
atd two punp houses, one
kilometre waler pipeline,

sinking of 29 tubewells. 375
low cost latrines and a public
Loilet



