PDB reaslises
Tk 15.59cr as
outstanding bills
in Khulna

KHULNA., Jan 14: Power
Development Board realised
over Tk 1559 crore as out-
standing bills from Khulna zone
during the month of December,
reports UNB.

PDB also disconnected 3735
electricity lines in the area for
non-payment of the arrears

Of them, B35 lines were dis
connected in Khulna circle. 489
in Jessore circle, 752 in Barisal
circle and 1659 in Faridpur cir-
cle.

A defaulter was sent to court
and 31 others were fined for
consuming electricily illegally.
official sources said,

New executive
of MBA club

S M Kamal. Director of Bexi-
mco Limited and M Saidul Haq,
President of Survey Research
Group of Bangladesh [SRGB),
have been made President and
General Secretary respectively
of the MBA Club, reports BSS.

Mesbabh-ul Haque and Igbal
Hussaiyn have been made se-
nior Vice President and Vice
President respectively while
Mujibul Haque made Joint
Secretary ih the 15-member

Executlive Commiittee,
The other.office bearers are:

Treasurer Abul Kalam
slilgumdcr, Sports and Cultural
retary — Enamul Haque,
Members - Nanda Dulal Shaha,
_ Tamizuddin Ahmed, Ratna Sen,
Khalilur Rahman, Nurul Haq

* Majumder, Arifur Rahman, Za-

A

hiruddin Ahmed and Abdullah |

Sardar

Shortage of bamboo

hampers house
building at
Madaripur
MADARIPUR, Jan 14:
. Shortage of bamboo has been
hampering construction of new

houses and repair of old ones in
the district, reports UNB,

——

The traditional bamboo-

based cottage industries are
also facing a sethack throwing
- hundreds of families into
©  uncertainty. These families
used to earn their livelihood by
taking up the age-old occupa-
The scarcity has been at-
tributed to the indiscriminate
selling of bamboo clusters by
- the ignorant farmers to the
| Euddnu ¥
. local agriculture ex-
tension department took no at-
tempt to motivate the growers
‘mot to sell the bambeo roots for
the sake of bamboe production.
When asked the bamboo
growers said with the selling of
clusters new ones will grow au-

tomatically’ which is totally
Wrong.
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Clhinton promises to elp

Russia transform economy

MOSCOW, Jan 14 Uus
President Bill Clinton promised
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin
substantal and speedy Western
support to help Russia trans
lorm its economy and cushion
the pain of its far-reaching re
lorms. reports Reuler,

“President Clinton promised
that. as long as Rusaia keeps
reformning, we'll work with the
G-7, the IMF and the World
Bank (o get this support deliv
ered as rapidly as possible " US
Treasury Secretary Lloyd
Bentsen told reporters on the
first day of a suinmit meeting
between the two leaders

US officials said Washington
had talked with its group of
seven allies — Britain, Canada.
France, Germany, Italy and
Japan — and with Russia
about using money from inter-
national financial institutions to
help cushion the pain of the re-

forms

‘We have developed a num-
ber ol ideas,” one sendor official.
who declined to be identlfied.
sald

He said the United States
had yet to talks to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, the
World Bank and the European
Bank for reconstruction and
development about the pro-

posals.
An IMF team is due here
next week lo try to reach

agreement with Russia on a re-
form programme that would
free up a 1.8 billlen US dollars
"struetural transformation facil-
ity” credit for Moscow.

Bentsen said the World Bank
has some 500 million dollars
ready to lend Russia to help
ease some of the economic dis-
ruption caused by privatisation
of state-run companies that
provide workers with cradle—

to-grave social benefits.

The US itself has allocated
| 00 milllon US dollar of a previ-
ously promise 125 million US
dollars for privatisation to an
equity fund that will invest in
large-scale Russian companies
to help make them more effi
clent, Bentsen said.

US officials were generally
upheat after Clinton's first ses
sion with Yeltsin. much of
which conecentrated on eco
nomic Issues. They were confi-
dent Yeltsin will press ahead
with the economic reforms. de-
spite the poor showing by re-
formers in last month's parlia-
mentary elections.

The officials also sought to
clear up any misunderstanding
there might be in Russia about
US support for the reforms and
the' need to link international
assistance to the pace at which
they proceed.

" US Vice-President Al Gore

suggested here last month that
the IMF and World Bank might
have to ease the tough condi-
tions they place on loans to
Russia — a stance that was
quickly disowned by Behtsen
and ultimately rejected. by
Clinton.

But no matter how much aid
Russia receives from Western
governments, its ultimaie eco-
nomic suecess will depend on
attracting private investment,
Bertsen sabd.

According to a review by the
East European Investment
Magazine, US investors have
put 4.1 billion US dollars into
Russia over the past three
years. .

Bentsen voiced particularly
high hopes for private sector in-
volvement in the development of
the energy sector, where Ru
ssin is rich in resources.
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The two-day French jewellery

and perfume auction org
French Ambassador in Bangladesh, concluded in the city yesterday.
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~ US consumer
- prices rise
2.7 pcin ‘93

WASHINGTON, Jan 14:; US
consumer prices rose a mere
2.7 per cent in 1993, the best
performance on the inflation
front in seven years, the gov-
ernment said yesterday, re-
ports AFP.

The labour department's
consumer price index edged
up 0.2 percent in December as
a steep drop in energy prices
offset surging food prices.

- The 1993 results, which

had been expected, followed a

2.9 per cent inflation rate in
1992 and 3.1 per cent rate in
1991, the best three-year per-
formance since the mid-
1960s.

Experts had anticipated the
good inflation results, '

In other reports Wed-
nesday, the government said

retail sales rose 6.2 per cent in |

1993, the best showing in four
December retail sales rose’
0.8 percent - the mninth
straight monthly increase -
thanks to strong automobile
sales. Ahalysts expected a 0.3
per cent rise in December.
The unemployment picture
was less bright. New claims for
jobless benefits fell by 1,000 to

354,000 for the week ending’
Janudry 8. Experts had pre- .

dicted a decline of 35,000.
The unemployment rate

stands at a three-year low of
6.4 per cent.

In the inflation report, the |

government said the year’s In-
crease was restrained by falling

energy and tobacco prices and |

a relatively weak advance in
medical costs,

Overall energy costs drop-
ped 1.7 percent. Consumers
paid 59 per cent less for
gasoline, despite an increase
in federal gasoline taxes.

2,663 MT of wheat
distributed among

distressed women
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Jan 14: A total
of 2,663 metric tons of wheat
have so far been distributed’
among ]4 204 distressed wo-
men of nine thanas and eity
corporation of the district dur-
ing the first six months of the
current fiscal year under
Vulnerable Group Development
(VGD) programme, an official
source said, reports BSS.

Under the programine each
of the 14,204 distressed womnen
were given 31.25 kgs of wheat
per month to nrake them self-
reliant.

Meanwhile, work aon 668 de-
velopment projects with an allo-
cation of 957 metric tons of
wheat under test relief pro-
gramme is nearing completion
throughout the district.

Japan's economy remains

TOKYO. Jan 14: A govern-
ment report on Friday said
Japan's giant economy remains
stagnant and an official com-
mented that it was still
‘crawling along the bottom®,
reports Reuter.

"There's no major shift away
from our economic assessment
of a month earlier,” an
Economic Planning Agency
(EPA} official said in releasing
the agency’'s monthly report.

"We simply confirmed that
the recent (shuggish) trend has
been prolonged, "he said.

The EPA said both personal
spending and corporate capital

- stagnant: Govt report

investment. key engines of
growth, remained sluggish and
the prolonged economic slump
was dampening industrial pro-
duction and corporate business
confidence.

Japan's economy has re-
mained stalled despite three
government stimulative pack-
ages since august 1992, -

Prime Minister Morihiro
Hosokawa's ruling coalition is
now working on a fourth pack-
age. expected to be unveiled in
a week or two and to include
income tax cuts werth about

. six trillion yen (54 hillion US’

dollars), :

| 4 LAmeriEan

states to urge
EC for better

banana deal

SAN JOSE, Jan 14: Costa
Rica, Venezuela, Colombia and
Nicaragua agreed Thursday to
urge the European Community
to sweeten the deal on Latin
American Banana imports il
offered last month, reports AFFP.

Representatives of the four
banana exporting countries met
in Costa Rica's capital and
agreed to push for better EC
imiport terms before a special
General agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) panel rules
on the issue in a matter of days.

EC countries aye (rying to
limit banana imports from Latin
America to protect EC banana
producers in outlying territo-
ries, such as Spain's Canary
Islands and the French
Caribbean. ;

The EC offer was to grant
Latin American producers an
overall 2.2 million metric tonnes
banana import quota, and to
grant Latin American exporters
70 per cent of all EC banana
import licenses.

The four Latin American
countries agreed to press for a
higher percentage of EC import
licenses. and to be named as
exclusive EC foreign suppliers
of the fruit, excepting the
800,000 tonnes in imports re-
served for African, Caribbean
and Pacific (ACP) producers.
ACFP countries are mainly
former colonies of EC member

! states.
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Massive boro
farming scheme
undertaken in
- Mm dists

. Jan 14; A ma-
ssive scheme has been un-
dertaken to bring 8.28 lakh
hectares of land under high
ylelding boro cultivation in 16
northern districts in the cur:

rent season, reporis UNB.
According 1o offlicial sources

Ihtrl:, the districts are Sira)-

ganj. Bogra. Joypurhat. Raj-
shahi, Naogaon, Natore., Cha-
painawabganj, Pabna, Rangpur,
Gaibandha, Kurigram, Nilpha-
mary and Lalmonirhat.
Meanwhile. Bangladesh Ag-
riculture Development Cor-

rorauun supplied seeds and
nseeticides to the growers of

the region and the different
banks have alse disbursed

wm;-thtnhcmu

* The high yielding variety
paddy HRRI and boro are
mainly cultivated in the region
during this season.

Usually (armers cultivate IR-
8 (IRRI-8) and about 26 vari-
eties of BRRI in 53.54 per cent
of the total.

B

Though the Prime Minister
has deferred the decision to
ban production of plastic bags.
it was out of the blue that the
government had thought of
banning the production of
plastic bags.

It was decided that produc-
tion had been directed to stop
by January 18, a decision
which has now been deferred.

Such a stipulation had less
to do with environmentalism
than merely reflect the myopia
that handicapped the govern-
ment decision-making pro-

1 cess. The myopic streak star-

ted with the creation of a void

in local administration by an

arbitrary overturn of the Up-
azila System right after BNP's
assumption of power. [t still
continues unabated.

Certainly there are envi-
ronmental arguments against
plastic bags. Plastic is not
easily degradable. It, therefore,
accumulates solid waste, clogs
up drains, blocks air passage.
and places additional burden
on garbage collection. As we
will be at risk. so the environ-
ment will be at risk. 4t is the-
refore, justified to ban plastic
bags altogether.

On the economic side. what
facts should be considered?
First, plastic or not., products

First with the news}
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BOMBAY. Jan 14 India,
moving ahead with its economic
reforms. has decided to lift
curbs on coffee marketing by
allowing growers a free sale
quota and to expor! their crop
directly officials said. reports
Reuter

‘Under a free sale quota. cof
fee growers have the freedom to
sell or export their produce di-
rectly.” said a senior official in
the Commerce Ministry

-The official seeking
anenymity said the Ministry
had accepted a proposal by the
state-run Coffer Board, to in-
troduce a free sale quota.

"The details of how much
quota will be allowed for free
sale are being worked out.” he
said. declining to say when the
free sale quota would be intro-
duced.

He said the decision to in-
troduce a free sale quota had

JESSORE, Jan 14: The plausi-
ble and honest beginning of
a job with firm determina-
tion, self-confidence and
innovative ideas .is sure to
change the’lot of a poor
farmer. - '
Mohammad Anwar Hossain of
village Taherpur under
Moniramptur thana of the
district has proved it both
in letters and spirit by his
- long 12 years of relentless
- efforts in cotton production.
The success story started with

taken from his uncle on
share basis in 1981 when
he had no land of his owri.
The district Cotton Deve-
lopment Board provided
him interest-free loan and
all expertise support to give
a panache in his initiative to
grow cottor. :

“Since then, I never looked
back.,” the natty and in-
trepid farmer with educa-
tion up to class seven said
while describing his suc-
cess story to a BSS corre-
spondent Shamsul Alam

- Belal who visited the cotton

. fields there recently. i

} Anwar's long march towards
becoming self-reliant
through cotton production
earned an unexpected lau-
rel for him when he got the
prestigious Presidential
Award (Silver Medal) for
1992-93 fiscal year (1398
Bengali year) for growing
record level of cotion up to
35 maunds .an acre. The
normal average production
is 15 to 20 maunds.

He .found cotton production
more profilable than other
crops as the cost is com-
paratively lower and the
-harvest can be picked three
times during the six-month
period from Srabon to
Poush.

Cotton has brought a blessing

“‘a piece of 15-Katha land

for me." Anwar said with a
smile on his sun-burnt face

and added that he was now _

the owner of six acres of
lands as well as local deal-

ership of insecticides.
His five acres of cotton fields

during the current season
are expected to yield a‘good
harvest which will enable
him to expand the acreage
up to eight acres next sea-
son (1994-95).

The 45-year old cotton cultiva-

tor said the average pro-
duction cost per acre is less
than Taka six thousand
while the return comes
more than double. "That is
why. I do not take loan from
the Cotton Development
Board any more," he said
adding that the private buy-
ers had already given him
Taka 60,000 as advance for
buying cotton seeds from
him this year.
bdur Rahim and Haripada Das
' of the same village got en-

couraged by Anwar's suc- .

cess and both of them are
expecting 50 maunds and
.seven maunds of cotton re-
spectively from their fields
this year. ' o
The farmers sald they are get-
ting Taka 880 to 890 per
matund (40 kgs) from pri-
‘vate buyers while the gov-
ernment purchase rate is
Taka 771. "We are grateful
to the cotton board for their
utmost care about us but we
cannot sell our produce to
them because of the lower
price,” they said. _
Meanwhile, Nikhil Kumar Das
of neighbouring Majhiali
village sowed about 2600
transplanted plants, devel
oped by the district cotton
board. on his one bigha land
and expects to reap a good
harvest from it.."l have al-
ready spent Taka 3500 for
it but | expect a very good

return as the field is show-
ing a good sign," .. said.

Cotton, by natr~ ‘s an up-land -

and a r~  .ick crop which
is being sowed in Bang-
ladesh during the Srabon-
Bhadra period during which
the plants suffer from heavy
rair. !

Director of the Integrated
Cotton Development project

Nazrul Islam Talukder said
these planis were - Hwn in

polybags in their farwus in
Jagadishpur under the
neighbouring Chougacha
thana. "We are also carrying
out such research in other
farms.” he said adding it
was designed only to avoid
wastage of baby plants dur-
ing the sowing season.

The Cotton Development

Board was established in _

1977-78 period which, by

now, made a considerable |

progress both in plantation
and research in several ar-
eas of the country.

The board which started with

~ only 3000 acres of land in
Jessore, Kushtia and Dhaka
has now been expanded to
90.000 acres during the
1993-94 period. Next year's

‘.production areas would be
expanded upto 1.30,000
acres in the existing four
regions — Jessore, Dhaka,
Rangpur and Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Nazrul Islam Talukder said the
prospect of cotton produc
tion in Bangladesh was very
bright with its present high
vielding variety of CB |
[Cotton Board-1).

Referring to farmers' response
to return of loan, Talukder
said the Board s loan recov-
ery was cent per cent as the
colton growers were gel
ting swift return of their
produce.

The present share of Jocal cot-
ton Iin textile sector is

A success story of confident
' cotton cultivator

65,000 bales out of the to-

tal needs of four lakh bales a

year. It may increase Lo

80.000 bales next year with

the expansion of acreage of
. cotton fleld.

He said, Jessore region alone
contributes half of the total
local supply to the textile

*séctor. The production area
in the region is now 26.011
acres in its four zones —

. Jessore, Chuadanga, Kushtia
and Jhenidah.

The district cotton board offi-
cials called for more admin-
istrative patronisation on
cotton production through
posting officials at field
levels, supply of high-yield-
ing variety seeds, proper
marketing of seed cotion,
increase of sale price and
providing motor cycle to of-
ficials for easy contact with
larmers, '

Deputy Director of the Jessore
region Abu Taher called for
establishing "contact grow-
ers zones"' for direct pur-
chasing of seed cotton and
"special credit scheme" for
farmers which together
would help further increase
in cotton production,

"Contact growers zone will

~ help maintain purity of seed
cotton as well as seeds and
the special credit scheme
will invite. more farmers to
grow cotton.” he observed.

Colton production in the re
gion also helped growth of
back-up industries which
are employing poor labour-
ers lo earn their bread. By
now, as many as 34 spin-
ning mills including two
government spinning mills
four seed crushing mills
and several soap factories
have been established
around the cotton growing
areas there

“eripp

resentatives from southern

l been taken after planters’ rep-

By Jalal Alamgir

have to be packaged for dura-
bility, security and advertise-
ment. Plastic bags are the best
for packaging everyday prod-
ucts. They are easy to carry,
easy to wrap and cheap Lo pro-
duce. They are used as packing
material in the strongest sec-
tors of the economy (for in-
stance. the garments industry).
In addition to causing everyday
inconvenience, the ban will
destroy plastic's linkages am

ong different ndustrial sec-
lors, Needless to say, this will
be injurious to our economy.
Had the governmen| been re-
ally sincere about plastic’s neg

ative effects on the environ-

“ment. it would have simultane-
"~ ously banned the import of

plastic bags. But no such mea-
sure has been taken.

In essence. ridiculous as it
sounds, the present policy
puts native enterprises in
Jeopardy, while benefitting
foreign plastic manufacturers.
s this a responsible act for a
government working towards
industrial progress? In the ab-

sence of indigenous produc-

tion, bags will still have to be
imported for packing ol cer-
tain goods. A country siriving
Lo be self- sullicient should not
waste money on tmport ol
plastic packets where enongh
nativee plants exist and when
the saine morey can be better
utilised lor importing technol-
ogy and ellicient recycling,
Furthermore, there are costs
on the consumer side. A mo«l-
ern economy is driven by con
sumer demand. Production of
plastic bags started gaining
ground against other bags be-
cause there was great demand
for them. By the same token. if
has outcompeted paper bags
here years ago. Truly. it is
quite absurd for the govern-
ment to uprool production for
which there is a strong de-
mand. while heavily channel-
ing resources to keep alive the
led and sick factories of
.the public sector. The fragile
demand structure of a poor
country will be betler assisted
by advocating the use of paper
or jute bags, and creating add-
tional demand. not by banning
plastic. In a dynamic economy,
alternative packaging should
compete agains! existing plas-
Lic factories. notl In an emply
field, And on _ top of all,
Bangladesh cannot afford to
bear the deleterious effects of
sidden employment loss in
the plastic industry. along with
a greal blow lo incentives for
industrialjsation altogether

What remains for dispuie is
the environmental aspect.
Ecological consciousness in
niir government circles has
sprung anew. It is in its in-
fancy, still grappling about. and
s0o has come up with the idea

| of banning plastic bags By con-

trast, environmentalismm has
matured much in the industri
alised world and they have
long realised that human exis-
tence depends on hoth ecolog.
ical and economic life and that
a logical balance needs 1o be
eked oul between the two
Even Wesl European courntries,
where "Green’' political parties
based on environmental plat
lorms have gained wide popu-
larity. have not moved 1o
putting an embargo on the ro
bust plastic industry Why not?
Because they have taken inio
aceount the environmental
costs of bannng plastic  For

Yenergy

one, plastic production 1s very
eflicient  Cahilornia

India met Commerce Ministry
officials last week.

Planters in the southern city
of Bangalore said a free sale
quoia would boost coffee ex-
poris especially at a time when
the country was heading for a
bumper crop, _ )

Al present, office growers are
allowed an internal sale quota
under which they can sell up to
30 per cent of their produce in
the domestic market. The re-
mainder is collected by the
board for auctioning locally and
for exports. Officials said the
government would have to issue
an ordinance or executive order
for introducing the free sale
quota. pending an amendment
to the coffee act in parliament
in due course.

Coflee growers and their as-
sociations have been demand-
ing freedom to sefl and export
their produce after India
launched a series of economic
reforms beginning July 1991

an on plastic bags : A

short-sighted decision

Futures (an environmental re-
search organisation) reports
that of primary or. nonrecycled
container production, plastic
takes the least energy to
manufacture. The government
here has failed to notice that
Lthe main basis of environmen-
talism is efficiency In energy
consumption. That is why solar
panels. windmills, or nuclear
power plants (with proper
toxic waste disposal) are envi-
ronmentally sound. whereas
conventional fuel-based facto-
ries are less so. What use will
environmentalism in Bang-
ladesh be, if. by replacing
plastic with other forms of
packaging, we consume more
energy per unit of production?
Besides, forms of alternative
packaging also ends up as solid
waste. Garbage management
might even worsen with the
removal of plastic bags. In this
line, the findings of Verpacken
Ohne Kunststoff. a German re-
search firm, are well worth-
considering. It reported that
by eliminating all plastic pack-
aging in Germany, energy con-
sumption will almost double,
and the amount of solid waste
will increase by over 400 per
cent. Our planners should also
consider post- production
benefits of plastic. Plastic is
lighter than most other pack-
aging material, and requires
less in transportation costs. By
switching 1o other packaging,
we might be consuming less
non-degradable wrapping. but
will be contributing more by
way ol air and water pollution.
A comprehensive and visionary
ecological policy should not
only consider solid waste
(plastic) management. but also
preserve the purity of our wa-
ter and air. :

Plastic bags are not the be-
ginning of an environmental
crisis, nor is their withdrawal
the end. Our ecological system
Is tremendously encumbered
by an ever-growing population,
the sweeping majority of
which lacks environmental
cliscipline, just as our factories
do. Our rivers are used as in-
dustrial sewers (and on a
lesser side, human sewers as
well]. There is virtually no
check on toxic smoke emis
sion [rom vehicles in Dhaka
and other cities (Why not ban
vehicles and factories?). The
City Corporations are ex
tremely lacking in timely
garbage collection and man-
agement. even with the elec:
tion at hand. Our policy -mak-
rrs seem blind 1o major uneco-
logical acts within the gov-
ernmenl! Ilsell. The Power
Development Board. for exam-
plé. is guilty of environmental
crime. lts outmageous 40 per
cent system loss is nol only
unethical and uneconomical
but unecological as well, since
this amount of power uses the
same costly energy. bul goes
nunaccounted for. In this sce

nario of gross envirotiental
mismanagement by iselt the

gorermiment finds 11 very con
vendent to place tlwe blamie of
environmentipl dogradation on
private entrepreneurs.  and
moves to ban the production ol
plastic bags A government

committed 1o development
cannot act so irresponisibly

S0 the first step towards
environumental preservatuon in
Fangladesh shaould be o shape
up related government activi
Hes Second poliey aker s
stionld intorm themiselvos ol
the basis ol enviroooetalism
and Foononin s



