HE United Nations Gene

I ral Assembly launched
1993 as the International
Year of the World's Indigenous
Peoples. The theme ot the yvea;
was "Ipdigenous People — a
New Partnership”. Among other

things. the year's activities at
tempted to further international
co-operation between states and
inter-governmental bodies (o
solve problems faced by the
indigenous peoples, increase
their participation in develop
ment projects that affect them,.
and raise public awareness
about them. This special year
for the indigenous people was
certainly supposed to touch 300

million indigenous peoples liv
ing in 70 countries around the
globe. But the question remains
— how a solitary year could be
able to address all their prob
lems or was it able to generate
an ongoing process to address
the problems of the indigenous

peoples gradually? Simply to
say — what practical results did

the year yield?

Like many other countries
Bangladesh has indigenous
people. Through different
sources it is learnt that there
are about two million tribal
people living in Bangladesh.
And like tribal peoples of other
countries they do also have
problems relating to land, lan-
guage and culture. So. naturally
UN's declaration had a positive
effect on the mind of these peo-

ple.

In response to the UN's call,
the Tribal Wellare Association.
an association for the tribal
people of greater Mymensingh
district, organized a ground
conference on 20-21 Nov '93 at
Shaheb Quarter field, adjacent
to Circuit House in Mymen-
singh town.

This was a conference at-
‘tended by the Garo. Hajong,
Coach, Banai tribes living in the
north-eastérn part of the coun-
try. As Garos are the majority
among all these f(ribes, the
leadership management and the
whole function was dominated
by them. Mr. Promod Mankin
MP, the chief coordinator and
president of the Tribal Welfare
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by Nikesh Das

Associdtion presided over the
inaugural session: while
Barrister Mainul Hosein, presi
dent of the Editorial Board ol
the Ittefaque Group of
Publications was the chiel
PLies]

On the second day ol the
conference, different articles
presented by the intellectuals
shed new light on wvarious
aspects ol the iribal peoples Hv-
Ing in this area. View were ex
pressed about the past, present
atich future of the tribes living in
dreater Mymensingh district as
well as elsewhere in the coun-
Lry

Al the end of the two-day
conference, a declaration on
behalf of the adivasi people liv
ing in greatey Mymensingh and
Sylhet districis expressed soli
darity with the majority people
lor the development of the
country. i1 stressed the need for
an 'Adivasi Forum' comprising
representatives from all the

“tribal groups living in the

country. It also sought coop-
eration from all concerned (o
help restpre the cultural her-
itages of the 25 lakh tribal peo-
ple. The declaration urged the
government to take initiative of
forming a Ministry of Tribal
Affairs to oversee the problems

- faced by the adivasi people in

the country. At the same time It
sought cooperation of all in
solving them.

Deliberations at this confer-
ence and many publications
related to tribal peoples. showed
that like elsewhere in the world,
land problem is the main prob-
lem of the adivasis living in
Bangladesh. Social discrimina-
tion is another kind of problem
which affects a majority of adi-
vasi people .

There is no doubt that the
indigenous peoples are | ng
far behind, in all respectsthey
must get a chance. to deyvelop
their socio-economic conditions
and pursue their own indige-
nous notions to their best flour-
ishing.

. Though the government did
nol officially obseyve or patron-

"The Intro

Today's column continues our spelling versus
pronunciation exercisc¢s. Remember the tips about
using yvour dictionary.

ize the Year of the Indigenous
Peoples, bul there is no denying
the tact that Bangladesh do
have adivasi people and they
have problems And the gov

ernment cannot deny the need
of a proper policy for ensuring
Lthe participation of the adivasi
people in national development.
Indeed for achieving a smooth
development of the country,
proper planning is a must from
the government side in this end.
Barrister Mainul Hosein rightly

observed that no democratic

government can desiy prob-
lems of the tribal people; only
proper planning and their par-
ticipation in the development
proceas can ensure real devel
oprnent

The observance of the year of
the Indigenous people ceould
only be justified if all concerned
took concerted efforts to ensure
the rights of the adivasi people
and, at the same time, most
importantly, helped them find
their own voice. to be able to
fight their own causes.

Interview with
Promod Mankin

Chief Coordinator
and President of Tribal

Welfare Association

What was the aim of the
conjerence?

As United Nations declared
Lthe year as the Year ol the
Indigenous People so we felt it
our duty to observe it. It is nec
essary to focus our problems
and make apparent our exis.
tence in front of the majority
people of the country as well as
the world.

Why the government did not
cooperate with your effort to or-

ganise the conference in
Bangladesh?
This is very sad that

Bangladesh government did not
cooperate with us, sayving, "In
Bangladesh the adivasi people

" have no problem.” We are rather
angry at the government's atti-

s

tude It shows the government \

has no interest for adivasi peo-
ple. As they think we have no
problems so we doubt whether
they want our development or
not?

What are the main problems
of the adivasi people living in
Bangladesh?

Our problem is that we are
simply undeveloped. Such a
condition itsell is a problem.
Alongwith this we have land
and security problems and al-
ways we are in the apprehen-
sion of being cheated. Our exis-
tence is at stake as we have no
participation in decision making
which affects us much.

What was the success of
your conference?

We were very successful in
organizing the conference.
Thousands of adivasi
participated in that. They ex-
pressed their determination to
restore’ their own cultural her-
itage. At the same time they
showed their interest for na-

tional development. I think it is
OUT SUCCESS. :

Have ,you any plan for
greater mass movement de-
manding the rights of the
indigenous people?

After forming Tribal Welfare
Association in 1977 we have
been working, as far as -
ble, against all the injustices
[aced by the tribal people. We
will continue the process demo-
cratically. But just at present
we have no plan to organize
mass movement. If the need
arises in future, then we would
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There is also a Wobbly W{lrd% puzzle and a Word

Prucessor. Finally., there is a short

grammar

Garo people yeearing traditional dresses attended  the confoerence

Grammar Games

think of it seriously. )

(think)
alone. (go)

‘diamonds. (steal) .."
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Tribals Want their Problems to be Addressed |

Put the correct form of the verb in each of
the *fulluwing sentences.

1. There is no point in .............. about it.
2. Larry insists on ............. to the cinema_

3. They are accusing her of ............ the -

by G A Momin '

For years. for decades | have been whispering

my love to you

From the twilighted days of my existence

| have been pining for your love
You listen to me and then only

break in sly smiles saying,

‘Wait and wait for sometime more

For countless days of countless years,

| have kept the serenade of my lambent love
for the foamy waves of a flowing river.

‘The waves in turn rolled fast and whirled
into smiling breakers slyly telling me,
‘Wait and wait for sometime more’.

Day in day out | have been

to the green fialds of goiden crop and
whnnptrmykn-ttnthcmn;}'tng.

1 adore you and I need you'.

But the green fields too console me saying,

We know. you love us
we know, you need us

Then [ hear a talking bird perched atop a tree

But you have to wait for sometime more

nearby saying,

You have been tricked into tomfoolery by all of them.
None of them really belongs to you.

Nor will they ever belong to you,

for belonging is always pre-empted by might and machination

by greed and dupery

| now know my naive love and adoration

have taken me wide apart.

And [ stand beside her.
and the flowing river,
and the green fields,

with the prospect of an endless wait
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To the Winner

by Gazi Sadeq

We tend to forgive
and become forgetful

when we win,

But remember
the losers never forget —
they keep on their efforts

o ruin.
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Eau de Cologne
Ashoke K Bagehi :

was primarily educated at Calcutta and later trained as a
wwmﬂuhnnuﬂummyﬁCdu.:mtm
Rhine Muhhlﬂ}ﬂﬂ'nht!iurnp:henmmﬂﬂcutulnd
muh@wm. which gradually spreaded all over the
It was the month of Jahuary 1945 the Saraswati was
hﬂmlﬂn@muﬂtlrﬂmmldlﬁur:h
the Hindu goddess of learning. The reverent worship of
Safaswati is apparently a must for all Hindu students In
Bengal. because she is supposed to help students during
examinations! :

We were having a puja in our college and | was collecting
donations from our teachers. Most of our teachers and
professors were benevolent enough to donate fity rupees per
head for the puja kitty but due to some unknown reasons the
donation by the aforesaid cardiologist was a meagre twenty
rupees! | appealed respectedly to him for a hike but he did not
listen to me

| was almost fuming inside to take a revenge for his unkind
m.wrtmmmnmmm-cmh
to make a fun at his cost. ~

{}nthrtmmﬂmmannth:cpim.lmmm
on the diseases of the gastro-intestinal system, suddenly the
name of an anatomical structure attracted my attention!

Imﬂrﬂylﬁlthhmtclandwmitulrﬂrbyplﬂu—ﬂmpﬂi
purchased one small pot of brown paint and a pot of white zinc
and an artist’s brush.

That very night | went steaithily to the hospital chamber of
thccar&bhglnt.umewndhummumw
the name of the particular European city where he had his
education in :

Hutnmrrﬁngnnny:tudentnmdu!t:herlmhﬂ:h‘lt
the nameplate and bursting out i laughter! What did [ do
which evoked so much of fun? Can one

| just changed "Cologne” with "Rectum”. So the name plate
read: oo MB [Caly, MD (Rectum) _

The Professor himself saw it and laughed aloud! | was
witnessing the whoje drama from amongst the crowd. It still

L Hﬂmmﬂﬂt‘lwmmmdwm

"Cologne” into "Rectum” loag :
He was visibly moved at my gesture and hugged me in
profound affection! That was indeed a good old time!

c ALLIGRAPHY — Urdu
calligraphy to be precise
— may not yet be a dead
art form in India. But it is dying
a slow death.

The invasion of computers,
for one thing, has very much to
do with this disappearing act.
For another, the production of
Urdu books, which heretofore
afforded c plenty of
work, is on the decline and not
many people are buying them.

In addition to this lack of.

readership, calligraphers receive
practically starvation wages:
hardly more than Rs 1,500 a
month. That is less than a hun-
dred American dollars.

All ‘this plus the fact that
Urdu is a complicated script in
this day of simplified and fast
communication stems is

Aceording to 60-year-old cal-
ligrapher Anis Siddiqui. one of
the nation’s well-known practi-
tioners of the art, most of his ilk
are resigned to the fact that
their calling will soon be a thing
of the past.
~ “The Urdu language itself is
dying.” he says, “Even present-

day handwrittings are poor and

URDU CALLIGRAPHY & wem="i =5

. by Arjuna ;

iliegible, and typewriting
nadequate.”

Mr Siddique says calligraphy
was born when man began
writing ,with red pens on clay
tablets in ancient times. It wis
1.300 years ago that calligraphy
became the only mode for ex-
pressing man’s artistic instincts
in the Islamic world.

It is a complicated script, he
says, with a 50-letter alphabet
and strokes with half sounds,
and even quarter sounds. Thick
and thin lines denote different
sounds and the placement of
dots and letters above or below
the straight line conveys differ-
ent meanings.

' Urdu was the court language
of India till the British Raj
ended in 1947. Everyone had to
learn Urdu if you were con-
nected with the courts as a

practising lawyer or as a clent.
Otherwise, you are lost. Urdu

then flourished and Urdu poetry
was a great art practised by
many literary men.

Spelling vs. Pronunciation

artistic work is being done,
which could contribute consid-
erably to a renaissance of sorts

But when it declined, the in the language and its mode of

calligraphers left and went to writing.

Pakistan where Urdu now com- Trained . calligraphers, those

petes with the Punjab and whe chose to stick it out in

Singhi languages. At least, this India, are now mostly employed

offered some jobs for the mi- in advertising companies. Also,

grants. : some new work is being done to
Mr Siddique says entire simplify the intricate of

writing so that it

styles gradually became extinct

a calligraphy style used for are at present working out a

writing wills and deeds, is now
out of : '

Dethi patronised
for centuries and today one can
still see excellent writings on
medieval tombs and monu-
ments. Even gld British build-

One of Delhi's expert callig-
raphers, Mohammed Yusuf
Delhvi, used to command high
rates with his craft, but he, too,
Is now in Pakistan: /

Over the past five to seven
years, there has been an at-
tempt to revive Urdu. But with
modern communication and
new readership needs, the art

#

new reference line for calligra-
phers. both for veterans and
For instance, from a
hnﬂ:nntllm- line, which is cur-
rently se, the group plans to .
change it so it runs at an angle .

. of 63 degrees. This, they say,

will revolutionise the writing of
Urdu because it will eliminate
many nuances of the
and make it easier to learn.

There is, however, still hope
for the calligraphers to practise
their craft., computer geniuses,
for example, know nothing
about calligraphy.

— Depthnews Asia

Many English words contain what we call 'silent lette -s’ - that is. letters
which are not pronounced: "

e.g. in 'know’ the /k/ is silent

This can be a big probiem for those who learn English through the written
medium - unless you stop to look up the pronynciation of each new word vou
meet, you will probably - quite reasonably - ’learn' an unacceptable
pronunciation of some words.

1. Look at the words below and decide which. if anv. of the letters are
silent. Cross out these letters. A good dictionary wii! help you.

| 4. They tried to stop him from ............ the

worksheet to practise some ver b forms.

house. (leave)

. K : | know schedule cave |

| 5. ~he apologised for ............. me waiting so | | : !

ong: tkeep) | ’ | mechanic | archaeology | have |

Can you see any pattern that can help you in ¢ . [ s |

other situations? February honest | climbing |

. | ‘ ’ ' ] |

Wobbly Words _ salmon sign ’ ghost f

Try this word puzzle. In each shape the letters are jumbled up. Put them in . sec | |

the coirectorder. What do all of them have in common? Be careful. Some of SERERNARY raxpherry | neens |
the shapes contain more than one word. " -

. = knowledge guest f thumb |

| tongue programme | whole |

. i
recuipt cupboard | island |
thought which | - witch

] (AN L I A R R R AN T EY )
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bl I E R E R A FE R N T E N RS N
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Look at the words again. Are they really silent - that is. do they

5 |
make no difference to the pronunciation of the words (as in 'know').
or do they give you an idea how to pronounce the neighbouring
letters (as in 'guess’ o1 ‘wuest')?

J. Can you think of oth¢i words which have 'silent’ letters”

e.g. knife, comb, thorough. when......
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