two-week visit to Bang-
kok has convinced me.
once again, that the
price of prosperity that the Thai
people are paying is rather high.
In the city of Bangkok one has
to spend, on an average, and on
a conservative estimated, bet-
ween two to three hours sitting
in a car just going to the office
and back. If one has to attend
one or more social events the
time spent in the car can easily
go up to four or five hours.
Shopping or other minor
errands even to the neighb-
ouring shops can take one 1o
two hours on an average day.
Excluding the rest period at
night this means that a person
. has to spend one fourth or even
one third of his day just sitting
in the car.

Those who do not possess a
car or a motor bike spend a
similar number of hours on the
bus. On a rainy day or if there
is an accident somewherey the
number gf hours on the street
may further rise. Not only do |
find this extremely punishing in
terms of strains on ofie's nerves
but also highly wasteful. '

In fact, these days this has
become the number one’issue
of Thailand for politicians and
economists alike. Politicians
have become sensitive to the
question because public pa-
tience with their failure to solve
the problem is getting ex-
hausted. The economists are
concerned because this is now

considered to be a major con-

" straint for sustaining the
growth momentum of the econ-

 Having lived in Thailand for
over a decade 1 have gathered
the impression. that the Thai
people are very unflappable by
nature. They do not get worked
up very easily or quickly. They
can sit behind the steering
- wheel, hour adfter hour, and be-
tray no sign of loss of compo-
sure. Similarly, for example,
they all know that the spread of
AIDS, unless checked in time, is
likély to cripple the nation in
the long run. But they are too
busy enjoying the fruits of their
uewly earned wealth to spend

nights over the prob-

sleepless
lem. At least the elite, who de-

termine national priorities and
policies. pay only lip service but
take no eflective action.
Thailand is. of course, de-
spite these problems. fast be-
coming an economic tiger. A
steady growth rate in the
neighbourhood of ten per cent
per annum over the last twe
decades has changed the coun-
try beyond . Its in-
dustrial development, especially
in s, textiles and agro-
industries. has been phenome-
nal. Inflation has been kept
within ma limits and
the exchange rate of the Thai
currency — Baht — has been
remarkably steady. Changes of
government, even attempted or
successiul coup d'etat or popu-
lar uprising to oust the military
and ensure transition to demo-
cratic government, have had Jit-
tle impact on the growth rate
because the economic policy
framework has been extremely
steady.
*  Successive governments
have taken much care to avoid
upsetting the apple cart. A gen-
erally satisfactory law and order
situation and absence of labour
unrest has created a congenial
enwvironment for foreign invest-

Traffic Problem in Bang

Some Stray Thoughts
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by S. A. M. S. Kibria

A city begins to choke if the pr;ablen} is left unattended for
too long. Calcutta spent a massive sum of money for an
( underground trains system but its problems are still not

fully solved. The experie

nce of Bangkok, I feel, ought to be

a warning to us.

ment. Thais are very tolerant of
the foreigners living in their
midst. High rate of literacy,
nearly hundred per cent, has
ensured the supply of a steady
pool of literate workers for the
burgeoning industrial sector. All
this is very good indeed and I
have great admiration for their
achievements. All except their
handling of the traffic problem.
This question seems to defy all
their ingenuity and resource-
fulness. Their skyway and ex-
press ways are cluttering up the
city without relieving the con-
gestion. Even the patient Thali
motorists are getting impatient.

at the urban trans-
port problems in Bangkok | was
reminded of the traffic problem
of my own beloved city —
Dhaka. It is certainly not as bad
as that of Bangkok. Except for
certain .parts of the city and
during certain hours of the day.
our traffic keeps on moving
though often at a snail's pace.
Of course, when a visiting for-
eign dignitary is in town or
the Hon'ble Prime
Minister moves with her en-
tourage from one ol her many
offices to the other. the traffic

snarl up is something to be
seen to be believed. The mix-up
of cars, buses, trucks,- rick-

‘shaws, baby taxies and other

slow-moving vehicles trying to
untangle themselves from the
chaos, after the cavalcade has
passed, is an experience that
few people want to repeat. What
about the rather normal rick-

shaw jam,-4n the Nawabpur

Road or in the Motijheel area?

Obviously a fate like Bangkok's
clogged up streets awaits us if
we dither too long. What are we
doing about it?

Since we are going to have a

wiis clug Dhgika strect Litthe carc Jor trallic rules

Tis to com-
tion of which | have been
the Honorary Consul in

Helsinki for 20 years, with

wrote at the turn of the
century in his "Djungle Book”
about “Golden Bengal” and
about old folks’ wisdom com-
pared to the then present day
occurrences, and in his book
"Kim" about the Indian boy,

Finn and the typical (hose days in Bengal there
Bangladeshi are in their own wtﬂmtnmn-nrpn:bﬂrn
elements as different as night (jlling the sotl and, considering
“M,Mmmm [mmm_nq'hm
in principle the same. That is was kinder than what it was at
appear to be so. * peasant, particularly the tenant
farmer.

inspite of that, it is interest-

ing to ascertain, what features Since the independence of
m%ln:’hnfthrutw Bangladesh, we have, however,
countries characteristic. leamnt that also the climate has
it ts common that the yard often been a problem for the
looks on the other side Bengalis, not only the poverty

Bengali much more green than s, the strength of which
his own paddy ficlds, have exceeded the water levels
the shades on the colour spec- &f ordinary monscon rains
tumldhtmmhtm causing economic losses for the
are in more than people, already hard up to make
the coniferous forests of the their living Ittll-ﬂd.ﬂ:ltdci:rr-
Northern here.

h:"""‘Pm :iitltiﬂnﬂn[l'ltlbf!‘l of the

are resulting in ero-

mayoral election very soon this
may be-the best time Lo write
about it. I am sure there are
many laymen like me who are
eager to give their advice to the
city fathers. Transport engi-
neers may get a good laugh out
of my suggestions. In any case
they seem to listen to nobody.
So what is harm if I also join my
voice to others'? After all. hav-
ing seen what it regarded as one
of the worst traffic problems of
the world, 1 may have a certain
claim to the time and attention

. of those who are responsible for

the solution of the problem in
Dhaka.

My first question is: who in-
deed is responsible for the traf-
fic problem of Dhaka? Is it the
Dhaka City Corperation or the
Traffic Department of the Police
or is it the Roads and Highways
Department or the
Communications and Buildings
Department of the Government?
| do not know the answer and |
apologize for my ignorance. But
perhaps all these authorities
and some others have some-
thing to do with the question
and that may be one of the root
causes of the problem. Any
government which is genuinely
interested in finding reasonable
solutions to this problem will no"
doubt address this first ques-
tion first. They will. to start
with, assign clearly demarcated
responsibilities to the minimum
number of agencies in order to
reduce the number of cooks and
thus prevent them from spoiling
the broth. |

First. let us take up the
question of rickshaws. They
take up too much road space,
create jams and slow down
traffic. How many ol them are

there? | .un sure 1o hody
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by Harry Blasser

the quantity of melting waier

flowing down to the delta of

Bangladesh.

But it is understood that
many things have improved in
during the now 22
years of independence. The rice
crops have increased consider-
— from some 12 million
tons to almost 20 million 5
thus compensating for the pop-
ulation increase. There are new
export articles, above all gar-
ments, but also prawns, pro-
cessed leather, chinaware, a
great selection of handicralts.
even electronics are coming. It
is a pity that the’ world market
price for jute is kept low much
because of artificial alternative
products; but as purchasing
power increascs, Bangladesh
can produce more and more of
the necessary consumer goods
locally. Also more foreign ex
change will be earned the more
the raw materials for the gar-
ment industry will be manulac-
tured locally., by spinning and
weaving

The family is said to be of
greater importance in
Bangladesh than what ft is in
Northern Europe these days As
Bangladesh cannot afford all
sorts of social benefits, such as

knows. 1 am ‘also told that one
rickshaw is used by two or even
three persons in shifts. Thus
the number of people living on
the income from pulling rick-
shaws would be eriormous.
Perhaps three lakhs or even half
a million. A staggering number
indeed. | do not believe that we
can do any thing about it by
enacting some draconian law or
by strong arm police action.
People in the upper income

‘bracket may be tenrpted by

such drastic steps but it is not
only inhuman to deprive so
many people of their livelihood
but such impractical methods, |

am sure, will fail, Let us face it, .

the rickshaw pullers are a polit-
ical force to reckon with. Any
high handed attempt to throw
them out of business will be
vigorously resisted. The answer,

in my view, must be sought in

the economics of the transport
system. While rickshaws will re-
tain their utility on small and

narrow lanes and by-lanes for

quite sometime to come, these
slow moving contraptions can
be easily driven off the main
thoroughfares by introducing

more attractive and safe as well

as faster means of transport.

[ saw in Beljing, for instance,
the thoughtful initiative taken
by the city authorities in intro-
ducing very cheap taxis. These
micro-buses are locally and, |
believe, very cheaply made.
Sturdy and simple, these taxis
without frills can move whole
families very cheaply. Perhaps
more cheaply than by any other
mode of transport. If | remem-
ber correctly. these are called a
yuan-a-mile taxis. The existing
bus fleet can be easily supple-
mented by a fleet of a few thou-
sandd of such inexpensive taxis.

o e —

_______
L Ry

A

— Star photo

Two Different Countries

unemployment pay, old people’'s
home etc., the people keep more

and help each other.
Also in Finland it has' become
apparent that part of the social
welfare is difficult to be main-
tained, as unemployment has
increased drastically and rev-
enues have accordingly dimin-
ished. It 1s also a fact that the
comparison of living standards,
based on GNP, does not tell all
the truth. There may be more
for a living for the peasant in a
tropical country than what is
being recorded, compared with
the urbanized citizens in the in-
dustrialized world. A banana
tree, a few chickens, a plot for
vegetables, a goat, perhaps even
a buffalo. They contribute to the
necessities and make life more
bearable. The worst are the
slums of great cities, which is

an ever growing problem indeed
for many developing countries.

| think tourism could be im-

proved in Bangladesh through
new and modern river boats for

the Journey from Dhaka to
Khulna. The present ships are
old and their lourist sections
are too small. There should be
opportunity for big groups of
ourisis 1o make the voyage a
really interesting trip. and the
ships should be provided with

policy.
" Corruption is believed to be |

Those who do not like the exist-
ing buses because of their
shabby condition or over-
crowding, will feel comfortable
in a taxi of their own at afford-
ahle prices. In fact, the fare per
son, if three or more persons
share the cost, would not be
higher than either rickshaws or
the baby taxis. Greater safety
would be a major gain.
Personally 1 am not attracted
by the so-called baby taxi and
even less by the so-called
"tempo”. 1 do not know why the

latter vehicles are called tempo

but whatever be the name, they
are without doubt serving a
purpose. Relatively long-dis-
tance ' traffic, for which rick-
shaws are not found suitable, is
being carried by these rather
flimsy vehicles. In my view, the
economics of the cheap micro-
buses of the Beijing variety will
not be less favourable than the
dangerous-looking tempo. 1 am
also certain that those who now
get into these contraptions like
sardines in a tin. will prefer to
ride in those micro-buses. The
baby taxi, with some improve-
ments in its design, can serve a
useful purpose in replacing the:
rickshaws. Why could we not
increase théir number while
[reezing the number of rick-
shaws? I am sure this can be
done if we have a plan and a

a big issue in the transport
sector. It would require not only
Herculean effort on the part of
the agmciea_curmernqd but also
firm political leadership in
fighting corruption. The existing
bus fleet, I was told on good au-
thority. cannot be improved and
expanded because of the vast
sums that the owners have to
pay not only to the traffic offi-
cials but to all kinds of people
inelisding political touts and
mastans. Any plan to improve,
expand and modernize the ur-
ban transport system will come
up against these thugs who are
skimming the entire transport
industry.

What about a bit of training
of the motor vehicle operators?

Thé wise people, who happen to” |
" know the facts of life, will per-

haps laugh’/at my suggestion.
Bangladeshi drivers presume
that they are so gifted that they
do not need either any educa-
tion or any training. Truck
drivers can kill with irepunity. A
driving license, | told, does
not reguire any U or edu-
cation any way. One€ can get a
license for a fixed sum of money
and more quickly than through
the legal procedure. What about
giving the rickshaw pullers, who
come from villages without the
slightest idea about traffic
rules, some lessons on urban
traffic rules?

Perhaps these ideas are too
ambitious at this stage to talk
about. So let me conclude this
article by expressing the hope
that some one in the helm of af-
fairs of this nation will have Lhe
foresight to do something about
this problem. Timne does “hot
cure this problem. A city begins
to choke if the prohjem is left
unattended for too long. Calcu-
{la spent a massive sum ol
money for an underground
trains system but its problems
are still not fully solved. The
cxperience of Bangkok, I feel,
ought to be a warning to us.

all the comfort needed in order
to make a 24-hour journcy as
enjoyable as possible for the
most demanding travellers. It
would be an attraction very
typical for Bangladesh and
coupled with a few days’ stay in
Dhaka, that would best give
forcign visitors a picture of the
mos! genuine sceneries, and
thus increase tourism in a way

well suited for Bangladesh.

Maybe the best known
Bengali also for the Finns ls
Rabindranath Tagore, who even
remembered little Finland, then
a Grand Duchy of Imperial
Russia, when the Finns were in
danger of being deprived of
their autonomy through
Russian suppression. With deep
thoughtfulness of the orient he
stressed the rights for all na-
tions and for the simfilarities
and the conformity of their cul-
tures. [ think he put it very well,
when he wrote : "the civiliza-
tions evolved in India or China,
Persia or Judea, Greece or
Rome, are like several mountain
peaks having different altitudes,
temperature, flora and fauna,
and yet belonging to the same
chain of hills. There are no ab-
solute barriers of communica-
tion between them, their foun-
dation is the same and they af-
feet the meteorology of an at-
mosphere which is commen (o
us all.”

[IARRY BLASSAR (s the
Honorary Consul General of
Bangladesh in Finland.
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~.and Language Disability
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At times, children wi th severe motor problems cannot produce intelligible speech.
instructional strategy is called Alternative and Augmentative
Communication. Augmentative or Nonvocal techniques can supplement speech
in partially vocal persons and can facilitate the development of language and
communication in persons who cannot yet speak but who may later develop
functional oral communication.

;:;fn:angc of thalﬁghtu.

: rmation, or |
Most cgmmonly, we thﬁl?%"
communication oceurring
through speech or talking.
. Messdges tan be transmitted in
other ways — through writing,
reading, . telegraphy, or the
electrical impulses of the
telephdne (using a computer
and a modem). Communication
| can be mnon-verbal, through.
gestures and facial expressions,

or in sign languages, which

uses an ordered form of

gestures to convey meaning. -
The basic components of the
communication process — are
the sender, the message, and
Speech is the systematic
of words of a given

' language. Sounds become:
speech only if they are used to:
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« 'OMMUNICATION is the severe motor ﬁruhl:ms cannot

produce intelligible speech. A

-commeon instructional strategy

is . called Alternative and

Augmentative or Nonvocal tech-

- niques o supplement’ speech
in partially

vocal persons and
can facilitate the development of

~ language and communication in

persons who cannot yet speak
but who may later develop
functional oral communication.
If augmentative communication

'can be transported
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to communicate without speech-
in a variety of ways. Some of the
systems, such as "communi-
cation boards" (also known as
language or conversation
boards) have been widely used
with this population. These
boards are often customized for
the person’'s needs and are
usually inexpensive to develop.

In some cases, such as with

. individuals with low cognitive

functioning, i.e. persons who
are mentally retarded the
boards adequately meet the
needs of the person. But many
people require more extensive
vocabulary in a personal,
portable system.

The answer to these prob-
lems came as a result of using
computer as therapeutic tool,
i;e, the microchip revelution.
Thesé tiny units of information

storage provide the of
almost limitless vocabuldry

compacted into that
right along

with the speech-impaired per-
son. One of the first problems
encountered in developing an
effecti¥e communication system

physical impairmen
sort of visual

bols, o

produee weords that have . ﬂmmmﬁ“
meaning. Speech also has a stick and communication S ta ":“u R
Infonmion una virds i kol an e e generay come. 1o mind.
“Language is an organized .’ w} g A B 30, [P l_@ﬂ
Langinge s an organized - [ == =F=Fs] 7
préss and receive meaning. . T
Language systems evolved over [ 1 T e ¢ -
time and replaced the innate | .4} | |
communication system of emo- | 1‘ ) ﬂ % é &
tions. Emotions expressed AT, -
| through gestures and facial ex- | " o ool (el B

Mmm.m "
the range of meaning that they
can convey is limited.

| An infant is inertly pro-
grammed to communicate
through smiles, eye cortaet,
sounds, and gestures (the

guage systemn uses
ents. and parents teach the

child that people and objects
have names and - particular
| sounds to identify them.
Children learn that things have
names early in life because they
are rational beings and are ge-
netically prepared to learn a
la

nguage. The language they
learn is the one spoken in the

home.

Nething is more exciting to
| parents than their infant's
amazing ability to acquire
speech and language in the first
year Of iffe. On the other hand,
parents are often devastated

tefhniques are implemented
carly, delayed development in
motor control necessary for
. speech and fine motor move-
ment need not have such severe

delaying effects upon the devel-
opment of communication, lan-

guage, social, and interaction
when their child fails to acquire  skills.
the language of his of her home ‘Nonvocal communication
and to speak in a manner that techniques can be used with
is understood. Communication individuals who have varying

through speech and languages  degrees of physical involvement.
is a complicated but natural and speech abilities. They
human process that grows out maybe used.

* As a initial communication

of the child's prelinguistic
system and a means for com-

communications of cries.
grunts, smiles, and gestures. it munication, interaction, lan-
involves cognition (thinking) guage, and personal skill devel-
and audition (hearing). It means opment with a child who is not
receiving information amd yet vocal but who may later de-
sending information back. # “velop functional speech.
means learning how to control ¢ As a supplementary mode
air for sound production in of communication for an indi-
words in a fashion that  vidual who had only limited In-
another person of the same cul-  telligible speech comprising a
ture can understand. small vocabulary that only a
Because speech and lan- limited audience can under-
guage development occurs in  stand
most individuals who are not e As a supplementary mode
disabléd, failure to learn to pro- of communication lor
duce sounds that have meaning  nonspeaki ' ng persons who can
(wortla) i the way that sounds  use other nonvocal techniques.

are used in a given culturé ' sach as manual sign. for

(langu: is indicative of al- ecemynunication with message
most alf major disabilities. receivers who do not
When a deficit is suspected, it understand the system (e g..
must be identified and appro- signing)

priate remedy initiated as early
in the child life as possible so

that the child will be able to  dence of the success of aug
communicate with others in his  mentative (supplemental to
or her culture and, at school speech) systems for individuals
going age, learn to read and with speech handicaps. The
write. The ability to communi- severely physically handi
cate through speech is some: capped, however, often find
thing thiat most of us take for their ability to use sign lan
gramed. Yet many children and guage is limited by the same
adults either fatl to acquire or  disabilities that prevenl them
lose the ability to use this most from acquiring oral speech
precious of human communi- Fortunately, modern technology
cation. At times, children with has enabled these individuals

Widespread use of sign lan-
guage among deaf people s evi-

can be used. Feet, toes, and el-
bows can be used in manners
similar to hands. Headsticks
and mouthpieces are also use-

ful for persons with good torse

- and head control.

The best -decision, however,
rests on the combined agree-
ment of an interdisciplinary
team comprised of parents, ed-
ucatora, speech — language

pathologists, and appropriate
allied health professionals such

as doctors and physical and oc-
cupational therapists. Often the
child can contribute ideas that
determine the 'best [it'. No
matter what the system, the
desired outcome is the same: to
produce an individual capable
of communicating to the best of
his or her potential with the
greatest number of those in so-
ciety willing to take time to
listen'. Granted these and
strange are new ways com
to the familiarity of speech.

Communicate — from me to
you

ls socially the thing to do

And as the means to do it
changed

Society was re-arranged!

Children with disability as
such to a large extent are ne-
glected in Bangladesh. Children
with severe physical disability
and mental retardation usually
have an added disability of
communication. Minimum
health facilities and services for
such children are non-existent

in most the places in this
countiry  However there are few
non-government organisations
based in the cities who are try-

ing to develop services for these
children. But the modern tech-
niques of augmentative and al-

ternalive conmunication sys-

tem is unkniown to them



