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Four DSAs
make it to

final round

Sports Reporter

Mymensingh, Patuakhali,
Sylhet and Rajshahi advanced
to the (nal round of the Biman
Cup national under- 14 football
championship yesterday

At Mymensingh, the hosts
emerged zonal champions when
they beat Naravangan| 2.1 in a
keenly-contested zonal final

Biplab scored both the goals
for Mymensingh while Bidyut
pulied ong back for the losers.

Jute Minister A S M Hannan
Shah gave away the prizes after
the keenly-contested.

The hosts clinched the zonal
title by beating Barisal 3-0,

Malek, Nuruzzaman and
Badrul netted once each for the
winners.

At Sunamganj, Sylhet be-
came the zonal champions, edg-

Aminul Islam Bul-
bul produced an
almost incredible
allround perfor
mance (o reverse
touring BCCB XlI's
latal pattern as country's cri
cketers beat a Karachi outfit
named AOC at the Asghar Ali
Shah Stadium yesterday — a
laxed message received at the
BCCB office last night revealed
the long awai-ted reversal of
fortune for the ttinerants.
Bulbul. who only recently
returned to form, scored a su-
perb century and then turned
one better with the ball bag-
ging five wickets for.31 runs.
He hammered 104 before
being caught by Irfan off Ali
Shah as BCCB Xl, boistered by
a couple of more useful knocks
from skipper Faruque Ahmed
and consistent Akram Khan,

Sports Reporter

BCCB. who made the first use
of the wicket after skipper
Faruque won the tosg and de
cided to bat first, had Selim
Shahed as the make-shift
opener instead of young Sajid
Hassan. Shahed, who had to

look one wicket apiece for
AOC.

Irfanullah responded in the
Lrue spirit of a run feast with an
unbeaten knock of 108 but his
side was all out for 207 in 50
overs with none of the other
batdmen being able to unsavel
the mystery of the fingers of
Bulbul. the dark. dapper crick-
eter from adesh

Bulbul took five wickets for
31 runs from seven overs of
guileful off spin bowling.

Irfan apart, Rais Ahmed and
Amir Ishaq got among some
runs before Bulbul turned on
his devilish diablerie. Rais made
39 and Ishaq 18. .

Al Shahriar Rokon. the
young leggie of the BCCB XI,
followed Bulbul in the statistics
with figures of two for 55. Anis,
the left arm new ball bowler
handled the task fairly well in

Sport

ISLAMABAD. Jan 13 Pre
sidenl Farooq Ahmed Khan
Leghari on Wednesday sacked
Pakistan's Cricket Control
Board (BCCP) and named a
three-man ad-hoc commiitee to
run the board's affairs. reports
Reuter.

A brief government an-
nouncement no reason for
the action, which it said was
taken by the President in his
capacity as the BCCP patron.

The sacking of the board.
whose chairman was Pakistani
Chief Justice Nasim Hasan
Shah, follows frequent domestic
criticism of the cricket estab-
lishment for a decline in the
world champions standards
and discipline afler Inspira
tional captain Imran Khan re-
tired in 1992,

Former Pakistan rap!am
Javed Burki was named chair
man of the ad-hoc commitiee,
which the announcement said
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| Bulbul BCCB Eleven's hero (Bccp dissolved M i ~ 4

ing out the hosts 5-3 in tie-

The s amassed 286 for four wickets

had "already assumed all the
from 50 overs.

functions of the BCCP".

experienced Golam Nawsher
Prince’'s absence capturing one

mm Returning after a fairly long for 29 while the econsistent World number Pete Blm the Un
d pras of the United States a forehand return to the
“lilh;lﬂ emerged thlf Flh:l; lay-off because of {liness: ‘Mizanur Rahman Babul gave , compatriof Aaron Krickstein dun their quarterfinal of the New South 'ﬁ
zone champions when Lhe | parygue hit 66 while Akram Anis good support with figures in Sydney yesterday. Sampras won I 6-3.

edged past the hosts 3-1 in tie-
breaker.
' The scheduled time finished
one-all.

Hosts Satkhira squeezed out |

a solitary geal triumph over
Jessore to move into the final.

Satkhira play Khulna in the
final tomorrow.

Twenty-five
- '
atop in nat'l
jr chess
Sports Reporter

Twenty-five players topped
the points table with two peints
each at the end of the second
round of the fifteenth national
junior chess championshio at
the chess room of the Halgmal
Sports Council yesterday.

National champion Reefat
bin'Sattar, who is one of the top
favourites in this meet ,
with his coeval and Biman
teammate International Master
(IM) Ziaur Rahman. beat
@amrul Hassan to be in the
_cavaleade of table leaders.

His arch-rival Ziaur Rahman
was another notable winner of
the day. He dismissed the cere-
bral challenge of Bahauddin
while Tanima Parveen, one of
the top female chess players of

the country ‘who too plays for
Biman in locél league, dr.:;tad

Morshed.* in another of the |

marty ties held yesterday.

Squash squad
-leaves for
KL today
A six- mngtermﬂﬁ;amn
squash team leaves Dhaka for

Malaysia to take part in the
week-long Perrier seventh Asian
Championship.

Bhola Lal Chowhan, Ram
Jagadish, Muhith Chowdhury
and Viswanath will represent

Shabadel Hage vil B
the squad as its manager.
Anwarul Hugq, the vice presi-
dent of the- Squash
Racket Federation, will also be
on the tour to participate in the

14th Asian Squash Federation.
scheduled to be held in Kuala

_Trﬁndanua:}r 15 and 16.
ain ruins SL
tour opener

NEW DELHI, Jan 13: Shri
Llnhlnuttheﬂnt

The match is the only one
mled before the first Test
n know beginn next
Tuesday and Shri Lanm man-
ager Anuruddha 'Polonowita
said he was seriously worried
about His side's lack nfprac-

L

ﬁ

The Indian players were
equally anxious to play. Most of
are on the fringes of the
_ squad and hoping for a
chance to force their way in.

€st can rest

a while
TOWN, Jan i:’i: For-

stay in South Africa playing for
Western _Province, reports

Reuter.
. Best originally agreed to
retumn to West Indies at the end

chasing Wanderers'

Khan, whose awesome average
in the tour of Pakistan now
goes to 232 with five unbeaten
knocks at a stretch after a
duck. remained unbeaten on a
stormy 54. Akram, who played
three unbeaten innings in
BCCB's tour of Hong Kong, has
so far remained unbeaten on
five occasions.

Enamul Huq Moni with 20
was the other batsman who re-
turned to the pavilion uncon-
quen:d ‘along  with A.krum

BULBUL ... allround show

be promoted as regular opener
Athar Ali Khan missed his sec-

ond consecutive match, made,

16 while his partner Jahangir
Alam scored ten before being

run out. _
Kssar, Ali Shah and Rizwan

Favourites' flying start

* Sports Reporter

Tight bowling and
purposeful batting
-helped favourites
Sadh-aran Bima
siart their super
league campaign
on a winning note as the
insurancemen ou Dhaka
Wanderers, Club by seven
wickets at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium in one of the
two Milnars First
cricket league matches billed for
yesterday.

In the super league en-
counter played on the eastern
strip, two half centuries — 58
by Kiron off 87 balls inchuding
six hits to the fence and an un-
beaten 57 by um wick-

A

— .were the cornerstones of-
Bima's required total of 143 for
three ; msﬁzm

Jﬁo hit four

' 97 balls,
added 103 runs for the third
wicket with Kiron after Bima,
142 for
nine, suffered two quick set-
backs.

Earlier, accurate bowling by
the Bima bowlers never allowed
the Wanderers innings to blos-
som with Sagir Abbas, the
younger brother of Zaheer
Abbas, the famoys Pakistani
batsman of the ytlter}rcam

Division -

making 43.

Lipu, Shafiq and Nasim were
Wanderers' only three local
batsmen who tried to match
m mmty with scores of

A 11 not out respec-
tively. .

Sajjad., Nakib and Litu of
Bima claimed two wickets
aplece with the experienced

Nakib having the best analysis |

of two for 22 from nine overs.

EVERGREEN GRIN

Evergreen beat Shantinagar
B by four wickets by virtue of
some incisive bowling by Rafiq
and Mamun.

They evenly shared six wick-
ets between themselves with

Rafiq spending only 14 runs

- and Mamun three runs more,

having completed their nine-
over quota each.

Batting first, Shantinagar B
were all out for 89 in 35.2 overs
with just three batsmen —
Nehal, Papu and Titir —
it to the double figures with
scores of 11, 18 and 11 not out

respectively.
Shantinagar's Rupu con-

Jjured up an effective spell of leg

spin to take four wickets for 14
runs but Evergreen strutted.
stumbled home, making 83 for
six wickets from 30.5 overs.
Bhutto with an unbeaten 24

and Azim (Jr) with 23 were

Emmgm

of one for 21.

BCCB XI. who have just one
more match in hand in the 15-
day tour of Pakistan under-
taken as a prep programme for
the 1CC Trophy starting in
Kenya from next month, have
s0 far recorded three wins in
nine malthu

Dw I1 crlcket
Sports Reporter .

Titu sparkled with the willow
but still ended up at the wrong
end of the table as East End
Club. chasing Mirpur Nabin
KC's total of 207 for eight in 40
overs, fell eight runs short in
one of the two Second Division
cricket league matches on the
western strip of the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium yesterday.

Batting first Nabin KC,
powered on by two half cen-
turies fromm Pavel and Bablu,
who scored 57 and 56 respec-
tively, set a victory target of just
over five runs an over for the
eventual losers,

Titu almost snatched a win

for his side, leading the charge
with a superb 74. but fortunate
for the Nabin KC cricketers,
East End ran out of overs.

stopping at 199 for eight.
In the other match of the

day, Dipu designed a huge 87
run victory for Nirman XI over
Eastern Sporting Club with a
glittering 89 at the Dhanmondi
Club ground.

Nirman XI, the first
use of the wicket, piled up 202
in the stipulated 40 overs.

Apart from Dipu, Shimul,
who later flashed with the ball
to finish with fantastic, figures
of four for 18, Sajeib and
Shahid found themselves
among the runs with scores of
24, 23 and 23 respectively.

In reply, Eastern never really
found the rhythm in the face of
Shimul's accurate bowling and
folded their innings on 115 in
31.5 overs.

Limon topscored for the van-
qulnhad with 31.

FEHTH Jan 13:

South Africa could
plﬂ]i’ their last-
shots of a limited
overs contest this

weekend, a com-

petfﬂnn that has been far less
productive for them than a Test
series against Australia in
which they lead 1-0 with one
game left, reports AFP.

They must defeat New
Zealand under lights on Friday
and Australia in daylight on
Sunday — both by big margins
— to have any hopes of reach-
ing the finals of the best-of-
three World Series January 21,

The host nation is already
assured of a place in the limited
OVers co tion.

And even if they secure two
one-sided victories at the WACA
Ground, they will still be pipped
al the post if New Zealand can
beat Australia again in the last
qualifying game in Melbourne
next Wednesday.

Still, the theoretical possibil-
ity of Hansie Cronje's men being
ranged against Allan Border's
Australians remains. .

It is being taken with the
utmost ‘seriousness by New
Zealand, mindful of South
Africa’'s remarkable five-run
second Test win against huge
odds in Sydney a week ago
when the home country were
routed for 111 in their second
innings.

New Zealand captain Hrn
Rutherford said yesterday his
side did not regard themselves
as being safely into the finals

yel.
“There is still a chance for

South Africa if they play incred-
ibly well over the next two
games,” he said. "We obvigusly
have to try to shut them out.”
"We are not there yet. We
still have some work to do. We'll
apprmchthtmmmlfm:
amount of caution.”
Rutherford said the obvious
move for his side was to bat
first if they won the toss Friday,
to prevent South Africa from
making a huge score to boost
their poor -rate.
'lmkm;uﬂthcmtﬂmm
the midweek, there do not ap-
pear (o be any reasons not to do
that,” he said.
"The way we tend to play

one-day cricket at the moment
is to bat first, get runs on the
board, then put some pressure
on the side batting second. |
"This has worked well the
last two times and hopefully it
might work again Friday."
Cronje was less optimistic
Thursday than the previous day
about his team's prospects of

squeezing past the Kiwis.
"We have had another look

.at the figures, and it looks

pretty hopeless.” he said. "But
that will certainly not stop us
from trying. :

"A lot of luck will have to go
our way, and we will have to
play really well.”

Cronje said the teamm man-
agement had calculated that
South Africa needed to score
about 260 against New Zealand
and then dismiss the opposition
for about 140 to be back in the
‘race.

He said that was not possi® _

ble unless his side won the
toss. .

"If we lose the toss, we just
have to bowl them out for as lit-
tle as possible,” he said.

One thing in South Africa's |

favour was the fast, bouncy
pitch, he said.
"We tend to do better on

those wickets which give

bowlers a bit more assistance
than batsmen.” he said.

Both captains sald teams

would be named just before the
game and that all players were
fit for selection. |
" Cronje said batsmen
Peter Kirsten and fast bowler
Fanie de Villiers were both ex-
pected to play.
"If Peter [eclﬁ he is not fit

- enough, I am sure he will tell

Crowe says
he's not fit

WELLINGTON. Jan 13:
Injured captain Martin Crowe
sald today he was not fit
enough to play for New Zealand
in the final of the World Series
one-day competition in Aus-
tralia, reports Reuter.

Crowe was ing after his
first game since a knee opera-
tion two months ago. He scored
27 but said his leg was not

strong enough to play in the
gne-day finals later this month.

Pal Symeoox.

South Africa's last chahce

us. but | am certain he is hun-
gry enough to play,” said

Cronje.
TEAMS
NEW ZEALAND: Ken Ru-
therford (Capt). Tony Blain.
Chris Cairns, Richard de Groen,
Mark Greatbatch, Chris Harris,

_Andrew Jones, Rod Latham,

Gavin Larsen, Chris Pringle,
Shane Thomson, Willie Watson,
Bryan Young.

- BOUTH AFRICA: Hansie
Cronje (Capt), Daryll Cullinan,
David- Callaghan, Ranie de Vi-
lliers., Allan Donald, Andrew

Hudson, Gary Kirsten, Peter
Kirsten, Craig Matthews, Brian
McMillan. David Richardson.
aJonty Rhodes. Des Rundle,
Richard Snell, Errol Stewart,

Dalmiya not

worried

CALCUTTA, Jan 13: The
sacking of the Pakistani Cricket
Board should not affect the
1996 World Cup, to be jointly
hosted by India, Pakistan and
Shri Lanka, Jagmohan Dal-
miya, secretary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in Iddia
ﬁﬂﬂ said here today. reports

Dalmiya, also convener and
secretary of the Pak-Lanka-
India Joint Orgaising Commi-
ttee, was reacting te the report
that the Pakistani President
Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari
had sacked the whole Pakistani
cricket board and appointed a
three-man ad-hoc committee to
run its affair,

Dalmiya. however, refused to
make further comments saying
that he was yet to receive de-
tailed information about the
happenings in Pakistani board.

The sacking of Pakistani

board follows frequent domestic
‘criticism of the cricket estab-
lishment following decline in the
performance of the world cham-
pions recently.

Controversial

_ choice

LONDON. Jan 13: England's
Ken Palmer was the surprise
selection when the International
Cricket Council announced
their 20-strong panel of neutral
umpires today, reports AFP.

The choice of Palmer will rise
a few eyebrow in Pakistan espe-
cially, aftéer they complained
about him during their tours of
England in 1987 and 1992.

In Epgland, however. he is
now rated by the Test and
County Cricket Board as being
among their top four umpires.

Their three other nomina-
tions were David Shepherd,
Nfgel Plews and Dickie Bird,
who will launch the long-
awaited scheme when he Lakes
charge of New Zealand's first
Test against Pakistan in mid-
F ; -

As of next month, ever} Test
around the world will be jointly
controlled by a home-based
umpire and one independent
country official from the panel.

All 20 umpires are to serve
on the panel until the end of
September, when their pe#for-
mances will be reviewed.

International umpires pan
Dickie Bird. David Shcpherd
Nigel Plews, Ken Palmer (Engl-
and). Srinivas Venkataragha-
van, VK Ramaswamy (India),
Brian Aldridge, Steve Dunne
(New Zealand), Khizar Hayat.
Mahboob Shah (Pakistan), Karl
Liebenberg., Barry Lambson
(South Africa), B Corray, Kan-
diah Francis (Shri Lanka), Steve
Bucknor, Lloyd Barker (West
Indies), lan Robinson, Kantilal
Kanjee (Zimbabwe). Australia
are to make their nominations

.
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Aq:tmn frum the match ‘between Y outh Sporttng {"luh
(Ra 1) and Mohammedan Club (Barisal) in
the Club Cup championship at
the Dhanmondi Women’s Bpnm Complex yesterday.

Youth Sporting won 10-6.

- Star
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Sampras salls smobthly

SYDNEY, Jan 13:

Pete Sampras
moved smoothly
into the semi-
fipals of the New
South Wales Open
today and said he would be
disappointed not to win at
least one Grand Slam title in
1994, reports Reuter.

The world number one gave
his most impressive perfor-
mance of the year to ouiclass
fellow Afmerican Aaron Kricks-
tein 6-1, 6-3 in just 56
minutes and underline his de-
termination to win next week's
Australian Open.

"My main goal this year is to
win a Grand Slam. If 1 don't
it'll be a disappointing year.”
said the 22-year-old Sampras.

"That's the bettom line,
that's the thing, that's going to
make me happy.”

Sampras, who now faces
Czech Petr Korda in the semi-
finals in Sydney, said he was
particularly keen to win the
Australian Open. It is one ol
the two Grand Slams — the
French Open is the other — he
has not won.

"There's no reason why |
can't win ... | won't be satisfied
with anything else.” he said.
“It's the first big tournament of
the year and it's important to
play well there."

Sampras, the defending

champion and top seed this

nals of the Grand Slam Cup tn
Munich last month when
Korda won a. five-set epic
which lasted four hours 32
minutes.

"We wnnt.--ht. playing an-
other marathon match like
Munich,” said Korda. ranked
11 in the world. "If he beats
me, no problem, but if | beat
him it's good for me."

The other-semifinal will be

an.all-American affair between,

Ivan Lendl and sixth seed

PARMA, Italy, Jan
13: French .stri-
ker Jean-Pierre
Papin celebrated
his return after
el su8 with
the only goal as AC Milan beat
italian rivals Parma in the first
leg of the European Super Cup
final on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

The Parma defence looked in
vain for an offside flag as Papin
headed powerfully home in the
43rd minute to. round off a neat
move between Dejan Savicevic
and Stefano Eranio.

Milan are replacing dbngra
ced European champions Mar-
seille in the annual play-off
between the winners of Euro-
pe’s two top: Cup competitions
and the artificial nature of Lhe
contest was reflected in a

cnmﬂ:ﬂpmtﬂﬂﬂa

The Italian champions, de-
f[eated by Marseille in the
European Cup final last May,
look set to collect their first tro-
phy of the season* when they
host Cup Winners' Cup holders
Parma in the return at the San
Siro on February 2.

Papin's goal was a welcome
boost for Milan, held to
draws by the bottom clubs in
Italy’s First Division as the
Frenchman served a two-match
ban for butting an opponent.

The Frenchman's first goal
for a month condemned Parma
to their third successive livilic
defeat and extended a miserable
run of form which has seen the
ambitious small town club drop
five points behind Milan in the
league.

Colombian international
Faustino Aspirlla has lost his
sparkle after a series of daezling

cus-

ers in the world,
worth again in the second hall
tn cnuure Rossi yet another

LONDON, Jan 13:
Premnier League lea-
ders Manchester
United were held
to a 2-2 draw by
First Division Por-
tsmouth in+the quarter-finals of
-lhe English League Cup on
Wednesday. reports Reuter.
Paul Walsh pounched twice
for visitors Portsmouth to can-

cel out goals by United’s Welsh

winger Ryan Gim and French

Women’s h’ball

results

Sports Reporter
Baghmara Sporting Club,
Sporting Club, Friends
Society Club won their respec-
tive matghes in the Hatkhola
Sporting women’'s club cup’
handball championship at the
Dhanmondi Women's Sports
Complex yesterday.

Baghmara Sporting of
Jessore beat Brothers Union of
Dhaka 10-6.

Shaheen Akhtar scored five
goals for the winners while Ta-
nia scored three for Brothers.

Rangamati Youth Sporting
defeated Mohammedan Spor-
ting Club of Barisal by the same
margin.

Mita Dewan and Sharna
Dewan netted five goals and
three goals respectively for the
Rangamati Club while Shahinur
scored six goals for the van-
quished.

In another tie of the day, a
less one than the
other two, Rangpur Friends
Society Club trounced Old
Ideals of Dhaka 15-7.

Rasheda topscored with

" four for Friends.

striker Eric Cantona.

Tottenham must have wi-
shed their former player Walsh
was still with them as they were
beaten 2-1 at their white hart
lane home by Premier League
rivals Aston Villa.

All the goals came in the
second half, with Ireland mid-
fielder Ray Houghton and de-
fender Earl Barrest scoring for
Villa and Darren 'Caskey netting
for Spurs.

First Division Nottingham
Ferest and Tranmere must play
their quarter-final another day
because Forest’'s ground was

: “m:wadnc&day, last ye-

ar's beaten finalists, reached
the semifinals on Tuesday with
a 2-1 away win over fellow Pre-
mier League side Wimbledon.

Portsmouth are showing a
rare talent for cup comebacks,
having equalised three times to
earn a 3-3 draw against Premier
League Blackburn in the third
round of the FA Cup last
Saturday.

Luck was also with them on
Wednesday when BHan McClair
headed against the post and
goalkeeper Alan Knight pulled
off a superb save from substi-
tute Roy Keane in the final
minutes,

Giggs put United ahead in
the 29th minute but Walsh
equalised three minutes later,
beating Danish goalkeeper Peter
Schmeichle with a glancing
header from a corner by Alan
McLoughlin, hattrick hero for
Portsmoutly against Blackbum.
Cantona powered a close-range
header past Knight from Paul
Parker's cross on the hour for
his 15th goal of the season but,
with just under 20 minutes to

ortsmouth hold M Umted
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go, Portsmouth hit back again.

Darryl Powell reached the
byline and his low cross
Ricocheted up off 'S
body for Walsh to nod in
11th goal of the season.

Full back Barrett clinched
Villa's semifinal place with his
first goal of the season, steering
an unchallenged 69th minute
header beneath the dl:a of
Tottenham's Norwegian -
keeper Erik Fhorstvedt following
a Garry Parker corner.

Only five minutes earlier
Caskey had pulled Spurs back
into the match, latching onto a
Darren Anderton pass to drive
in a shot which was deflected
out of goalkeeper Mark Bos-
nich's reach by the outstretched
boot of Villa defender Shaun
Teale.

It brought Tottenham a well
deserved equaliser after Hough-
ton had given Villa the lead 12
minutes into the second half
when Vinny Samways lost
possesston and allowed Dalian
Atkinson to set up the chance.

Rab Gold Cup

from Jan 15
Sports Reporter

The first ever Rab Memeorial
Gold Cup football tournament
will start at Kulaura of the
Maulavibazar district from
January 15 under the aegis of
the local footballers’ welfare as-
sociation.

Twenty-seven teams are
taking part in this knockout
competition which will be inau-
gurated by BOA president Gias
Kamal Chowdhury




