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mission to Kabul

UNITED NATIONS. Jan 13:
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali called Wed-
nesday for Ung in -
nistan lo ::ﬁe Iﬂlnﬁm
and ordered a special mission

Boutres Ghali
to Kabul to help restore peace,
reporis AFP.
“The fighting contradicts

the agreements concluded
among the Afghan leaders. dis-
rupts efforts to establish a
normal political process, (and)
is pmduclnl another wave of
refupu Boutrgs-Ghali said in
statement.

He noted that the UN
General Assembly had passed a
resolution calling on him to
dispatch a lpu::lnl mission to

assist Afghans resloring peace
and normalcy In their country,
including a peaceful palitical
structure.

Boutros -Ghali said the spe-
cial UN mission has Lhe sup-
port of Iran, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabja, Russia and the United
States. but it will not be sent
until the fighting is brought

under control and conditions

allaw it to carry out its man-
date.

Another reports says: in the
wake of present’ fighting in
Afghanistan, over,.
Afghan refugees are expected
to cross into Pakistan.

According to United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) sources
here. about 1600 families
comprising,
have crossed the Pak-Alfghan
border at Torkhan since
Saturday last when warring
factions observed a temporary
ceasefire.

The rival Afghan groups had
agreed last Saturday on a 24-
hour ceasefire that was ex-
tended for another day making
it possible for foreign diplo-
mats, UN personnel, foreign
aid workers hesides women,

children and wounded persons

to leave war-ravaged Kabul city.
In the face of fresh exodus
of Afghan people. UNHCR has

prepared an emergency hudgr:l_.
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Kravchuk to visit Moscow:
Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk said on Wednesday he
would go to Moscow to sign an agreement with Russia and the
United States paving the way for Ukraine to get rid of its nuclear
., Reuter reports from Kiev.

*This dly and the days to follow will open the road to disar-
mament for the world. Ukraine will carry out its obligations and
will not become a country that stands in the way of unclear dis-
armament.” he told a news conference after airport talks in Kiev
with US President Bill Clinton.

Ceasefire in Burundi: roical parties in

Burundi have agreed to a truce to restore peace in the country,

Burundi radio announced late Wednesday. according to BBC
in London, AP reports .

The t followed a meeting between Prime Minister

Sylvie Kinigi and different political groups including the

Opposition Party of Unity and National Progress (UPRONA), the -

radio said.

Mmmmmudmmmnmm political

called on all Burundis to "stop all demonstrations. de-

struction, harassment and intimidation” and asked their sup-
porters to react in a "responsible” way

Tension is still high in Burundi aﬁcr a falled coup attempt on
October 21. in which President Melchior Ndadaye was assassi-
nated. unleashed a wave of inter-tribal violence that has left an
estimated 100,000 people dead.

Some 700,000 people have fled to neighbouring countries.

lies food to Afghanistan:

TheUrﬂtud has dispatched 1.300 tons of food and other
relief supplies to the war affected people in Afghanistan since
January 3, Xinhua reports from Islamabad.

According to UN sources, the reliel materials include tents,
blankets, diesel fuel and medical supplies.

The UN trucks will also carry emergency stocks for the be-
sieged capital Kabul if the security situation allows, the sources
said.

15 die in Peruvian chOpmr crash:

carrying 15 army officers, including a regional
l::ﬂt-yrlﬁd crashed on the airport runway of this Andean city
Wednesday. killing all passengers on board. a radio report said.
Revster reports from Peru.

Radio Del Peru, in a dispaich from its correspon-
dent in Cusco, said early reports indicated that the helicopter
had run out of fuel when it plunged onto the runway of this air-
port 350 miles (600 km) southeast of Lima.

Brigadier general Jose Picon Alcalde, Chief of the Fourth
Military Region which includes Cuzco, and Hutht:rhighlnﬁ
officers, perished in the crash. the radio said.

Islamic centre gutted in Brussels:
A fire that destroyed an Islamic centre in Northern Belgium was
started deliberately., Belga news agency said on Wednesday,
Reuter fromn Brusseis.

The bilaze on Tuesday night at the centre in the town of St
Niklaas had been set with an inflammable liquid, it said, quot-
ing an expert appointed by the local public proseeutor.

There were no casualties, it added.

g‘her to meet Chinese FM:

te Warren Chri plans to meet his
Chﬂ:mmmzummhudmuryuxduﬁdytn
wamn that China must improve its human rights record if §
wants (o win renewal of most favoured nation trading status,
: Reuter reports from Washington.

A senior State Department official said Christopher and
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen had agreed 0 meet in
and the two governments were discussing the logistics

The location had still to be decided but Paris and Geneva were
under consideration.

State Department spokeswoman Christine Shelly confirmed
that Christopher was considering such a trip. which would be
with the express purpose of meeting Qian

Israel won't make concessions
over control of borders

JERUSALEM, Jan 13: Fo-
Minister Shimon Peres
warned today that lsrael would
make no concessians over
contrel of international
borders in its autonomy talks
with the PLO, reports AFP.

“Israel will retain sole re-
sponsibility for control of bor-
ders and crossing points be-
tween the Gaza Strip and
Egypt, and the West Bank and
Jordan", he said.

“The Palestinians are wrong
if they think Israel is going to
make concessions on security
issues.” he sald following
three days of autonomy talks
between Israel and the PLO in
Egypt.

. "The Palestinians have an
f'rrmli-onal Iltltl..ldf and want to

of Taba recessed

make sure that their dignity is
pccted " he sald. "They
wnnt a Palestinian policemen
to meet all visitors crossing
the Jordan bridge, while for us
the question of security is
primordial.”
He welcomed progress in
talks on transferring civilian
s. but added that these
were the "easiest part” of the

ations.
Meanwhile, Reuter from
Taba says: Israel and the PLO

wrapped up the first week of
resumed talks with scant
progress on core issues. but
signs of fresh- US-driven mo-
mentum emerged in the wider
Middle East peace process.
Talks in the Red Sea resort
on Wed-

nesday with officials saying
there had been no agreement
on points that have blocked a
planned Israel troop puliout
from occupied land.

Both sides, however, re-

ported progress on transfer of

civil authority to Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank town of Jericho under a

peace deal they signed in
September.

Middle East troubleshooter
Edward Djerejian arrived in
Israel on Wednesday to take up
duties as US ambassador in Tel
Aviv less than a week before
President Bill Clinton is to
meet Syrian President Hafiz al-
Assad in Geneva.

The choice of Djerejian — a

jormer ambassador to Syria
andnkqplnjcrinthl:llﬁ-

brokered peace process that
brought Israel and arch-foes

Syria. Jordan, and Lebanen to
the table in 1991— is seen as
part of a new American shove
to the on-again-off-again nego-
tiations.

Israeli sources said sus-
pended talks in Washington
between heads of the delega-
tions of Israel and neighbour-
ing Arab states could resume
on January 24 if the Geneva
summit went well. .

The Israeli-PLO pact
signed in September took Arab
nations by surprise, and has
complicated progress on other
tracks.
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US President Bill Clinton points to a I'E]lﬂl'ti"l" as he holds a press conference w1th E.aslern

European leaders outside the US ambassador residence in Prag Jan 12 at the end of his two
day visit in Czech Republic. Fromi L: Presidents from Slovakia Michal Kovac, Poland Lech

 Walesa, Clinton, Czech Republic Vaclav Havel, Hﬂﬂgﬂl’}" Arpad Goncz.

— AFP photo

Myanmar students vow
to continue struggle

MANERPLAW. Myanmar.
Jan 13: Dissident Myanmar
students who fled a bloody
crackdown against democracy
to join ethnic minority rebels
vowed today to press on with
their war against Yangon's
junta. reports Reuter.

The students were reacting
to a decision of their allies to
enter peace talks with the gen-
erals.

"Even if the Karen and other
rebel organisations reach
wmuﬂththcmﬂmr-t
Hllmnlmtlt our struggie be-
cause our goals are different.’”
Kyaw Kyew. 29, vice chairman
of the All Burma Students
Democratic Front (ABSDF) told
I‘m.llljut#ml!n
the Thai-Myanmar border

"The ethnic minority rebels
have been fighting for their au-

tonomy but we studenis are
Aghting for democracy through
out Myanmar.” Kyaw Kyew
added.

Another pro-democracy dis-
sident said they would never
abandon efforts 1o [ree
Myanmar's detained opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi who
has been under house arresi
since 1989,

"We must wail and see what
happens with these peace talks
but whatever the cutlcome we
will continue our efforts to free
Aung San Suu Kyi. She is our
leader,” said the dissident who
asked not to be identified

Thousands of students and
other young peopie fled to rebel
stronghoids in 1988 after the
military crushed widespread
pro-democracy demonstration
in Yangon and other towns

India changing demographic

composition in Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan. Jan
13: The Indian government is
carrying on with its plan to
change the existing demo-
graphic composition in the oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir,
which has a Muslim majority.

APP. :

The Radiance-Views weekly
from New Delhi in its recent
publication disclosing the facts
stated: "The Bharatiya Janala

Party, an extreme Hindu
revivalist political party,
position on abrogation of Article
370 from the Indian

Constitution and subseguently
change *the population
composition in Jammu and
Kashmir is glaringly clear in its
declared Kashmir policy. This
party has not even hesitated to
take and accept the advice of
the Israeli government and
political and non-political

leaders of that country in this
regard.”

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres during his recent
visit to India also gave clear
ideas for carrying ou} the plan
to change the dominant Muslim
character of occupied Jammu
dgnd Kashmir. disclosed the
weekly.

The planned scheme to alter
the demography figures in a
sysiematic manner for broader
political objectives, has already
been noticed by the Kashmiri
intelligents which demanded a
fresh s in the state.

After the 1981 census,
strong protest was launched by
the Kashmiris who fully dis
agreed with the figures. The
then 4 and K governmeni
ordered a mid-decade census (o
be carried out afresh. but it
could not be carried out due to

the alleged unstable political
conditions and the resistance of
the non-local bureaucracy in
the state government.

“Some elements in other po-
litical parties in India too
uphold more or less same views
as that of BJP, but they prefer
to pursue this objective silently.
The assurances given by
Congress party leaders in this
regard cannot be taken . for
granted. The Babri Mosque case
is an eye-opener in this regard,”
the weekly added.

Quoting figures of previous
census, certain crude realities,
with regard to the Muslim
population proportion, came 1o
light. In the past five decades
there has been a continuous fall
in the Muslim population in the
occupled Jammu and Kashmir
and simultaneous rise in the
non-Muslim especially Hindus.

Arab-Israeli
talks may
resume Jan 24

WASHINGTON, Jan 13:

Arab-Israeli peace talks could’

resume in Washington January
24 with meetings between

heads of delegations, Israeli
sources said . Wednesday, re-

poris Reuter. -
* The sources, who did not
want to be identified. said the

aim was to hold privaté talks

away from the media spotlight.

Heads of the Syrian,
Lebanese, Jordanian and possi-
bly the Palestinian delegations
and their Israeli counterparts
are expected to take part.

"But everything is still fluid
and the plans could change,”

said one source.

Much depends on a positive
outcome in President Clinton's

meeting this weekend with
Syrian President Hafez Al-
Assad. It had always been as-
suimed the negotiations would

resume soon after that mer.'ﬂrg
A state department offici
said it was hoped the delegation
heads would come to
Washington next week

Pakistan shuts
its border 1n
Khyber Pass

TORKHAM, Pakistan, Jan
13: Pakistan on Wednesday
shut its border in the Khyber
Pass to Afghan refugees fleeing
factional fighting in Kabul. gov-
ernment officials said. reports
Reuter.

‘About 15,000 refugees have

entered Pakistan from Torkham
in the Khyber Pass since fight-
ing erupted early in January
when a Northern Alghan war-
lord launched a power grab in
Kabul.

"The border has been closed
for an indefinite period.” gov-
ernment agents in the Khyber
tribal area Habibullah Khan

said, An official at the border

said, "Only those seriously in-
jured are allowed on
humanitarian grounds.”

The officials said, however.
that Afghans carrying valid
travel documents would still be
allowed in.

At least 100 000 people marched tuwnrdu the n-ntre uf Me:um City Jan 12 to demand a cease tb
the massacre in the state of Chiapas. The demomstration is the blugt-sl seen in the city since

the pmt-elact.urﬂl conflict of 1988. The sign reads "Stop the killing.~

— AFP photo

Unilateral

I .
Mexico

MEXICO CITY, Jan 13:
President Carlgs Salinas De
Gortari Wednesday ordered a
unilateral cease-fire in a bid to
end 12 days of fighting between
the Mexican army and some
2.000 indigenous peasants in
the southern state of Chiapas,
reports Reuter.

The government news agency
Notimex said peace talks be-
{ween mediators and the rebels
would begin “very probably in
the next few hours,” a govern-
ment source sald talks were
likely but could give no details
on when they would happen.

Government -appointed peace
commissioner Manuel Camacho
Solis. who arrived in Chiapas
Wednesday, urged the rebeis to
come to the negotiating table

but said any talks would take
umt

SAN ANTONIO. Jan 13: The
'S governiment d its trial
against 1] cult merhbers by
telling jurors that group leader
David Koresh expected disciples
"to kill for God.” reports AP

The defence for the Branch
Davidian cult members blamed
a faliering agency that “declared
wWar on ils citizens ”

The trial of the | | calt mem-
bers charged with murdering
four federal agents in a gunbat -
tle last February opened
Wednesgay with details of bul-
lets blazing amid horrified
wornen and children

Six of the 1| on' trtal are for
eign-born They include three
Britons. an Australian. a
Jamaican and a Canadian

Prosecutors also maintained
that Koresh s followers killed
thetr wounded afier the raid by
the US Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms

"People who were oo
wounded to fight were executed,
put out of their misery,
Assistant US Amtomey Ray Jahn
told jurors.

Four ATF agents were killed
and 16 wounded In the
February 28 shootout at the
cult's compound near Waco
when more than 100 officers
tried to search for guns and ar
rest Koresh on
charges Six branch Davidians
are believed (g have died in Lhe
assault

After a 51-day standofl. fed-
eral agents pumped fear gas
into the complex., and Koresh
and some 80 lollowers died as
Lhe place went up in flames
Investigators sald cull members
sel the fire in 2 mass suicide

H conmwvicted . the defendanis,
sore of whom survived the fire
by jumping out of windows,
could get We in prison without

weapons’

parole.

Members of the Texas
Hangers were the first witnesses
called and they described sev
eral weapons pulled from the
ashes. They also described how
they barricaded the site afier
the standoll to assure there
could be no cover-up

Jahn sald he would show
that Koresh taught his followers
1o do battle in the name of God
and stockpiled weapons to carry
oul his prophecy. He said the
Branch Davidians carried out
his plans February 28 with the
physical acts of an army "

He said the cult had pre
pared for a gilant [ire so they
wnuld be “ducked up to
heavern

Davidt Koresh s Lheology was

the theology of death  Jahn
saudl I you want to die for God
you mus! be willing to kill for
Cod

28 "

He said prosecutors would
"put a firearm in everyones
hands and show that they were
nel mere biblical students but
armed and ready on February

Jahn described the 10 male
defendants as a group Koresh
deemed his mighty men, a
group of Davidians belicved by
authorities to be well-trained in
paramilitary manoeuvres.

Ten defence lawyers took
turns telling the jury and a
packed courtroom that their
clients were forced to retaliate
as victims of an ill-conceived
rald designed to pump life into
a faltering government. Officials
say 107 people have died in the
fighting. although church
groups pul the number higher
Most of the fighting died out
after several days, although
some violence has continued

A mndel preaent.a an evenmg dresa I:n_',* Lhnstmn Dior Jan 11
in preﬂew of the Spring Summer 1994 high fashion
collections in France. — AFP phnto
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Nurse wins slimmer
of the year award

LONDON: British nurse Jan Taylor has won a slimmer of the
year award — just 18 months after her once hefty 238 lbs (108
kgs) body broke a bed she tried to sit on. reports Reuter
+ "When I sat down on the bed and it broke | was mortified,
disgusted with myself.” she told reporters. .

"Itwanthcn!reaﬂndﬂmt]hadmdummﬂhingabnutmy
weight.”

Taylor, 33, rmﬂvedhtrawmﬂmwmmuhvaﬂ:rnheddw
126 Ibs (57 kgs) by shunning the.fried food, sweets and crisps
that were responsible for her weight problems.

She slimmed down by eating fish and food.

"1 used to be as wide as [ was tall. Now I'm less than half the

pﬂmnluacdmbeandIlikemyselfﬁmrlheﬂrstthmm:nyhﬁ"
said Taylor.

Widow receives corpse

of another man

NICOSIA: A widow in England received the corpse of another
man and her own huahndwubuﬂedbynﬂutakemCypnn
following a new year's eve mix-up at a mnrtuary in east
Mediterranean holiday island, AFP:

Cypriot authorities have back flown the body of another
Briton, 75-year-old Ronald Vivian. and exhumed the corpse of
55-year-old Victor Ralph Knight to send to his widow in
Northampton, the Cyprus Hail newspaper said.

Vivian, a resident of Cyprus for three years, was buried on
Monday in Epyia village near the southwestern resort of
where holiday maker Knight was buried by mistake last Friday,
it said.

Knight's widow first detected the mix-up, which occurred at
the Paphos mortuary as the stafl prepared for new year's eve
celebrations. Knight died.of a brain haemorrhage while Vivian
‘had a fatal heart attack.

Court clears Jackson of
stealing 3 hit songs

LOS ANGELES: A murtclclmdpnpntnrm::haeldackmnd
stealing three hit songs, including "Thriller." from two song
writers on Wednesday, reports AFP.

The jury cleared Jackson and three others of mpyrlght

infringement in the songs, that also included "The girl is mlnr
and "We are the world.”

Two childhood neighboura of Jackson in Indiana alleged that
parts of their songs were taken for the Jackson hits.

Rynaud Jones said: "We are the world” was based on his
1977 song "What will become of the children?”

Robert Smith and Jones claimed that Lionel Richie, Rod
Temperton and Quincy Jones also lifted material from a demo
tape that had been left at the Jackson's home.

Jackson, who faces a civil child sex molestation lawsuit, did
not attend the three-week trial.

Pedophile ring on trial

SWANSEA. Britain: Eleven men and one woman went on trial
here Wednesday charged with sexually abusing at least 13
children over a four-year period, reports AFP.

The Pedophile ri whose victims Included some of the
defendants, own rhlﬂigrtn and a two-year-old toddler, allegedly
organised ritual orgies in an isolated barn near this Welsh city.

The accused are also charged with threatening the children
not to talk about the abuse. One 13-year-old boy was thrown
ffom a boat into the open sea by his father as a warning to keep
quiet, the court was told.

The 12 defendants. aged between 20 and 68, face 42 charges
relating to alleged abuses committed between 1987 and 1991.

The trial is expected to last several months and will include
video evidence from the alleged victims.

'US opens trial of 11 cult members | IRA steps up attacks

on security forces

BELFAST. Jan 13 Suspex
ted IRA guerillas stepped up
attacks on security forces in
northern Ireland. throwing a
bomb at a patrol within hours
of shooting an unarmed worman
soldier and setting a booby
traped bomb in a nearby house
reports Reuter

Police said a device was
lobbed at a police vehicle in
the town of Lurgan. southeasi
of Belfast, late on Wednesday
but it failed to explodes

They said they also loiled a
bomb attack In Belfast when
they arrested 4 man carrying a
suspect thﬂ‘i and three ap
paren! accomplices in a cas

It was too early 1o say
whether that bomb was the
work of Lthe Irtsh Republtcan

Ariny or of protestant paramili-
taries. Both loyalists who sup-
port British rule ol Northern
Ireland and republicans live in
the neighbourhood, police
saicl

The 1RA s attacks on secu-
rity forces, together with tit-
for-tat shootings by protestant
extremists. have escalated
since the start of the year,
leaving a December 13 peace
initiative launched by Britain
and Ireland in imbo,

London and Dublin have
hailed the plan as the best bet
for peace in the province for
two decades and they say they
are prepared to be patient
while the TRA weighs its re-
sponse  But republicans have
warned (hat might not come
for months



