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by Raffat Binte Rashid

Concerts, arranged to raise funds for the flood
victims. or charity bazaars, painting shows for
similar reasons and merry-making, for that mat-
ter, is nothing new. But charity auction sale for
helping a humanitarian organisation certainly Is.

The word auction has about il a connotation
that hardly goes with humanitarian services be-
cause of its heavy tilt for trade of an unusual
kind,

But this time an auction with products from
world renowned French manufacturing companies

will be held. The French
Ambassador Jean Michael
Lacombe and his wile S
Myrian Lacombe have or- j
ganised this unusual two-
day fund-raising pro-
gramme at their residence
in Gulshan,

“Myself and my hus-
band decided that apart
from government to gov-
ernment assistance in de-
velopment efforts or hu
manitarian projects, we
may ourselves organise
some fund-raising events to
help some welfare projects
in the humanitarian ef-
forts,” says Myriam.

In Europe there is an |-
idea that Bangladesh only |
depicts poverty, misery and | -
floods. But coming here. | =
Myriam's point of view has }
changed. she believes, there | © =
is more to Bangladesh than = =
just disasters. "You have | =
good painters, good music, | & o -
good industries like shrimp | ="
-culture, jute, garments and |
of course, intellectually}
stimulating people,” she | ™

knowrn.
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- This auction is not her j.
first endeavours here. "We |
have decided to patronize
the Bangladeshi art and
culture in our modest
capacity by holding exhibition of Bangladeshi
painters.” she explains.

The annual Bangladeshi painting exhibition in
France of September 1993 was thus transformed
into an event aimed at patronising the
Bangladeshi painters and also helping a humani-
tarian organisation. The sale proceeds of this ex-
hibition went to the Ganosasthya Kendro of Savar.
"Following the conclusion of this exhibition in
Paris, we organised a very successful exhibition of
three contemporary painters in our residence dur-
ing the end of September 1993.

The sale proceeds of this auction will be w:n
to an orphanage in Tejgaon run by Nobel
Prize winner, Mother Teresa through her
organisation Missionaries of Charity.

Mggam an orphan herself when she was 18

old, was raised by her grand parents. She
has a natural inelination for funding orphanages
and says that "if this auction is a success and we
get plenty of money, will split the proceeds and
give some to local anages too."

*This is the first time we are dealing with such
ideas, we do not know anything, therefore. suc-
cess is uncertain, but we hope to do similar pro-
grammes sometime next year too,” she says,

"For fund-raising there are many programmes
like charity bazaars but | want to do something
different,” she explains. Every man and woman
likes perfumes and jewellery, and this is a good
way to understand the western culture too, she
believes. With such ventures the French products

Myrian Lacombe

marketing Rep.

Jamal Ahmed's

yvear," she says.

she explains.

The Bangladesh Muslim League yesterday held a press
conference at the 'Jatiya Press Club — Star photo

Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangadesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Jhalakati PWD Division, Jhalakati

Notice Inviting Tenders

Tm_No-22!1993-94

Name of Work PART-A' (3rd Call) = Auction of
picked jhama bricks/2nd class
bats/Steam coal. (As it is lying any
where) under PWD Division,
Jhalakati. (As shown in the Group
hst).

PART-'B'=Auction of concrete

mixture machine (old)/Rammer

machine (old)/MS rod/Sylhet

sand/3" dia Gl pipe (As shown in the
roup list) under PWD Division,

ati. (As it is lying any where)

10% (Ten) percent of guoted value.

On 23-01-84 up to office hours,

Up fo 12-00 Noon of 24-01-94 and

will be opened at 12-15 PM on the

same day. (In presence of con-

tractor if any)

Office of the all Executive

under Barisal PWD Circle, Bansal

All classes of approved contrac-
tors/Firms under PWD and any
other INQ persons.
other detailed information may be seen from the office of
undersigned during office hours only
Manjour Murshed Anwar
Executive
PWD Division, Jhalakaf

Almost an entire
ued at about half a million French Francs (US dol-
lar 90,000) will be put en auction in order to raise
funds. These articles have been donated by more
than 30 globally famed French companies like
Cartier International, Dupont, Chanel, Bourgeois,
Christian Dior,
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An Auction with a Difference

whmhﬂrmdyhawlnmkﬂhm will be better

of French luxuries val-

Paco Rabane, Givenchy, Jean

Patou, Nina Ricci and many other equally known
companies.

On the other hand,
. | Banque Indosuez of Dhaka
= 4 and French firms like

4 Alcatel, BCOM, TECHNIP
and Gallery Tone, and
- Y ldeas International of
. 4 Dhaka are helping- the
| auction sale as sponsors.
_ Moreover, ‘the auction
| will be conducted by famed
{ auctioneer Tim Bridges.
{ Bridges is here on a short
| visit and is with the
{1 ICDDR,B. -
: A French television team
{ has also volunteered to
{ cover this event and later
{ make a short film on it.
| There would be gift

- | products. The lowest bid
1 starts at Tk 400,

Durre Saiman Rahman,
wife of the Finance Minister
will be the chief guest.
{ Advocate Sigma Huda,
{ Secretary General - of
{ Bangladesh Manobadhikar

Bastabayan Sangstha and
wife of the Informatien

says. Minister will be the special

guest. They will open the
______ { event by launching the first
two calls.
With a dncturate in
Economics, Myriam has

always been active. Working with IBM as sales

International Vice President for

Coal of Framce, a public enterprise, she has done
joint ventures all over the world.
Sophisticated and elegant, she is an admirer of

and Shahbuddin's works. She is

also an avid music lover and says that opera mu-
sic is her favourite.
Besides organising painting shows and this auc-
tion, she has also organised programmes for a Taz
group. "Every body discouraged me by saying that
it will be a flop but later on the American school,
where the show was held was full and it was a big
hit even in Chittagong.” she says.

Her future plan includes a women week, where
training programmes for family planning will be
given by a French woman. "Plans are still under-
way, it might be on March or September this

She likes over music too.

"Planming is a long procedure, my

plans for this auction started from July last year."

She has also helped Independent University o
Bangladesh (IUB) with approximately 40 comput-

ers. She believes "IUB is good for this country and
there is no education ngw, without computers.”
Pleasant and enchanting Myriam Lacombe be-
lieves that a lot could be done here in
“Poverty is perpetrating everywhere in the world.
OK. but that's not the real problem. We can al-
~ ways proceed forward and try out new ventures.”
she believes strongly.

Bangladesh.

Appeal to raise
Farakka issue

at int'l forums

Bangladesh Muslim League
(BML) yesterday renewed iis
appeal to the government to
raise the, Farakka issue at in-
ternational forums and flle a
compensation suit against India -
in the International court for
the losses the country suffered
due to unilateral withdrawal of
water from the common rivers,
repdrts UNB.

At a press conference at the
National Press Club in the
morning. party chief Kazi Abdul
Kader promised to extend his
organisation's full support to

the WT:-IW nt in this regard.

He described the unilateral
withdrawal of water by India
from an International river as
"an absolutely inhumann act.”

Kader, who recently became
president of the united Muslim
League, also demanded scrap-
ping of the ‘25 years treaty’ with
india.

Referring to violence at the
educational ¢ampuses. Kader
advocated for banning "party-
backed students politics.”

The partys Secretary Ge-
neral Muhammad Ayenuddin,
Executive President Quamru-
zeaman Khan, Executive
Secretary General Atiqul Islam
Senior Vice-President M A

Salam, Organising Secretary
Manjure Matin and Publicity
Secretary Akhand were present
at the press conference
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A mlnurful procession was brnu,ght out in the city jreaterday to mark the 131st birth

anmversar_v of Swami Vivekananda.

305 booths, 87 centres
for RCC polls

RAJSHAHI, Jan 12: The
Election Commission will open
305 booths in 87 centres for
mayor and ward commissioner
elections of the Rajshahi City
Corporation to be held on
January 30, reports BSS.

A total of 610 polling officers.
305 assistant presiding officers

and 87 presiding officers would:

be engaged for conducting the
polls, Election Commission
sources said today.

Law enforcing personnel will
be posted in all the centres for
maintaining law and order so
that elections could be held in a
peaceful atmosphere.

Contesting candidates for
the post of mayor and ward
commissioners further geared
up their election campaign in
the city today.

BNP candidate Mizanur
Rahman Minu today visited

ward No 26 and 27. He ap-
pealed to the voters to elect him
mayor in the coming election for
making Rajshahi a modern city.

State Minister for land Kabir
Hossain and BNP leaders of the
city also visited ward number 7
and 8 and exchanged views
with the voters. Kabir Hossain
appealed to the voters to cast
vote in favour of BNP nominee
for the continuation of devel-
opment activities of Rajshahi
city.

Awami League candidate
Matin Khan, Jamaat candidate
Siddique Hossain, Jatiya Party
nominee Durul Huda and five
party supported independent
candidate Siddiqur Rahman
also visited different wards of
the city and exchanged views
with the voters and appealed Lo
them to vote in their favour.

Literary, Cultural
Week of BIT opens

BAJSHAHI, Jan 12: State
Minister for Land Md Kabir
Hossain has underlined the
need for practicing literary work
and culture to build a healthy
and dynamic nation, reports
BSS.

Inaugurating the Literary
and Cultural Week '94 of
Bangladesh Institute of Tech-
nology (BIT). Rajshahi at its
auditorium last night. The State
Minister said, "due to our
lazyness and negligence, we
failed to achieve desired pros-

perity of the-natien.’. .. ... .
Kabir caligh upen ihe stu: .

dents to be ore attentive in
acquiring knowledge based on
moral vahies for making them
worthy citizens of the country.
He also unged the students to
maintain congenial academic
atmosphere in the campus.,

The function was addressed,
among others, by Director of
BIT, Rajshahi A M Rezaul Karim
Talukder and President and
General Secretary of students
union Dr Sirjaul Karim
Chowdhury and A S M Rashed.

Writers’ Club

formed

By Staff Correspondent

A group of wrifers formed an
organisation titled ‘Bangladesh
Writers' Club’ for the welfare of
the writers of the country re-
cently. Rahat Khan and Sikder
Aminul Hug have been made
President and Secretary respec-
tively of the new organisation.

Other members of the organ-
ising committee Include
Mofazzal Karim — Senior Vice
President, Lutfar Rahman
Sarker, Rafig Azad and Asad
Chowdhury — Vice Presidents,
Muhammad Nurul Huda and
Kamal Chowdhury — Joint
Secretaries, Zakaria Chowdhury
Treasurer and Rashid
Haider, A T M Giasuddin, Faruq
Alamgir, Syed Manzurul Islam,
Shamsul Islam, All Ahmad,
Syed Igbal, Imdadul Huq Milon,
Abu Karim, Moinul Ahsan
Saber, Asad Mannan, Iqbal
Aziz, Ishaq Khan, Bimal Guha,
Mohammad Sadig, Minar
Mansur, Lutfar Rahman Riton.
Tariq Sujat, Nasrin Jahan,
Shamima Chowdhury and Lata
Hossain — Executive Members.
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cloudy in the next

(Thursday].

degrees Celsius

6:45 am.

country yesterday were:

Special trains

for Biswa Ijtema

Bangladesh Railway will run
special trains from today to
January . 19 to facilitate the
journey of the devotees to the
Tongi Blswa Ijtema, reports
BSS.

On January 13, 14, 15 and
16 two special trains from
Mymensingh will leave for Tongi
at 11-30 am and 8-30 pm.
Similarly one special train from

Akhaura and Bhairab Bazar will -

leave at 1-20 pm and 9-40 pm
daily.
After the Akheri Munajat on
“January 17, two trains
* from "Tongi leave ‘for

* Akhaura at 12:40 pm and 5:30 |

pm. The Bangladesh Railway
will also run three special trains
for Mymensingh and four for
Dhaka after the munajat. The
Mymensingh-bound trains will
leave from Torfgi at 12:35 pm,
1:20 pm and 11:40 pm and
Dhaka-bound trains at 12:40
pm. 1:30 pm. 2 pm and 6:10
pm respectively.

On January 18 and 19 two
special trains for Mymensingh
will leave at 2 pm and 11:40 pm
from Tongi, one each for
Akhaura and Bhairab Bazar will
also run in both the days from
Tongl at 9:1'{5 am and 12:10 pm

vely.

All the Dhaka-bound inter-
city trains except Mahanagar,
Pravati and Purobi will stop at
Tongl from January 13 to
January 16 for two minutes.

Dinajpur-bound Ekota and
Jagannathganj Ghat-bound

Jamuna will stop for two min-
utes at Tongl on January 17.
Chittagong-bound Karnaphuli
and Mymensingh-bound Isha
Khan and Balaka Express will
leave from Dhaka at 12 noon,
12:20 pm and 12-40 pm instead
of 11:10 am, 10 am and 9:30
am respectively.

Besides running special
trains, Railway has also made
arrangements for adequate
supply of water, light and toilet
facilities at Tongi Railway
Station for the devotees.

Yunus leaves
for London

The State Minister of
Education Mohammad Eunus
Khan left here for London
Tuesday for medical treatment,
reports BSS.

He has been suffering from
lungs ailment.
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Temperature ma fa]l
By Staff Correspondent
Dry weather with a fair sky is likely to prevail over the

country but the sky of northern part of Bangladesh may remain
12 hours commencing 6 am today

Met Office forecasts night temperature may fall of one or two

The highest temperature of the country of 29.]1 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Srimongol and the lowest of 10.0
degrees Celsius was recorded in Teknaf yesterday.

The sun sets today at 5:30 pm and rises tomorrow (Friday) at

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and relative
humidity recorded in some major cities and towns of the

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degrurl Celsius percentage

Min 9 am 6 pm

Dhalka 2? 2 13.0 78 67
Chittagong 27 8 14.0 79 73
Rajshahi 26.6 14.2 85 77
Khulna 27 4 13.2 B3 73
Barisal 27.0 12.8 86 75
Sylhet 27.2 14.5 77 63
Dinajpur 26.5 13.6 87 66
Cox s Bazar 28.0 |14 B 59 57

| Vivekananda's Chicago

dents.
F

— Star photo

Discussion on

Vivekananda

By Staff Correspondent
The Vivekananda Shiksha

and Sanskritik Parishad held a -

discussion. meeting at the
Teachers' Students' Ceéntre
(TSC) auditorium at the Dhaka
University yesterday on the oc-
casion of the 1318t birth an-
niversary of Swami Vivek-
ananda.

Poet Sufia Knmal inaugu-
rated the discussion.

The discussion was ad-
dressed by Professor Sahadat
Ali, Sri Ram Chandra Saha,
among others. :

Professor Ali, addressing the
discussion, said that
Vivekananda tried to bridge the
sgaps among different rellgieus
thoughts.

Vivekananda was above
communalisin and fundamen-
talism though he was a reli-

gious leader, Ali added.
Later,.- a procession was

brought out on the occasion on.
the university campus.

Discussion on "Swami

address
and modermn world” will be held
at the BUET auditorium today
afternoon. Professor Dr
Mohammad Shahjahan. Vice
Chancellor of BUET, will attend
the function as the chief guest.

Biswas attends
janaza of Justice

Chowdhury

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas attended the namaz-e-
janaza of Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury held at
Baitul Mokarram National
Mosdque
terday. reports BSS.

others the namaz-e-
‘janaza was attended by minis-
ters, MPs, officials, well-
wishers, friends and relnttm of
Justice Chowdhury.

Walkathon seeking
~ safety road in
Ctg tognorrow

CHITTAGONG, Jan 12
Noted film actor Ilias Kanchan
will arrange a walkathon here
on January 14 seeking safety
road and as such creation of
social awareness about the
tragic road accidents of the

. country, reports BSS.

Kanehan took personal ini-
tiative to hold the walkathon,
second of its kind in the coun-
try after the tragic death of his
wife Jahanara Kanchan at
Chandanaish on Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar highway a few
months ago.

Beginning from Raillway
Polo-ground at 10:00 am, the
walkathon will be endegd at

Maidan where Kanchan
will read out some effective pro-

posals for checking road acci-

after Zohar prayer yes-

Check corruption, Biswas
asks police officials

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday directed the
senior police officials to dis-
charge their duties with deep
sense of patriotism. check cor-
ruption and smuggling and root
out terrorism from the country,
reports UNB.,

~ "Socio-economic develop-
ment is not possible without
peace and stability in the soci-
ety.” the President said while

the senior police of-
ficlals on the occasion of Police
Week at

Police officials will have tn
learn the modern techniques to
catch the for ensuring
law and order in the country
and assist the law-abiding peo-
ple in all possible ways, Biswas
said,

"You must face the challenge
of the culprits with courage and
promptness and round them up
to save the people from their
clutches,” he told the police. of-
ficials.

President Biswas said coun-
try's law and order situation
had improved through the ac-
tive cooperation of the people
and urged police personnel to
serve the people with sincerity

“Police is the friend of peo-
ple, not master” the President
said antl directed them to dis-
charge their duties y.
In a democratic set up the out-
look of the officials have to be
changed and they should ren-
der their services with demo-
cratic attitude, he added.

He said that the present gov- | Bangladesh.

ernment is an accountable one
and those of you in the service,
should have the similar ac-
countability in discharging your
duties.

Biswas asked the polle: offi-
cials to prevent road accidents
by strictly traffic rules
and atmaaedm the need for su-
pervision monitoring by the
“senior officials. .

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Home Secretary
Azimuddin Ahmed, Ses to
the President Ataul Haq and
Inspector General of Police ASM
Shahjahan were present on the
occasion. -

Bangladesh e;voy
to China presents

credentials
Bangladesh'! Ambassador to
China, Mustafizur Rahmaéan yes-
terday presented his credentials
to President Jiang Zemin, re-
ports BSS.
In a brief conversation after
the credential ceremony Presi-

- dent Jiang Zemin commented

that relations between Bang-
ladesh and China is a model.of
inter-state relations. _
While assuring his govern-
ment's full co-operation to him
in carrying out his responsibili-
ties as the Ambassador of
h to China, he said
that China would always re-
main a trusted friend of
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ANANDA MELA

VENUE
DATE:

ESKATON LADIES CL'
13th & 14th JANUARY

THURSDAY & FRIDAY

TIME

10,AMTO 8.PM .

COME WITH YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS AND ENJOY THE DAY

NITIN MUKHESH

SON OF THE FAMOUS INDIAN PLAY BACK
SINGER LATE MUKHESH
PRESENTS THE CHARITY SHOW

Vi dont|

FOR SALIMULLAH

ORPHANAGE

AT DHAKA SHERATON
The Winies Gasden

ON 14TH &

15TH JANUARY, 1994

ANANDA BAKERY,

SAJNA, GULSHAN-1

RS XK=«

(YROANIZLLY BY

AT 6.00 P. M.

SWISS BAKERY, BAILY ROAD [
VALLEY VIDEO, MOHAKHALI

FILM FAIR VIDEO, DH&NWNDI & SGBHAHMG
KINNAREE, UTTARA

BEGUM BAZAR AND
SHAHEEN COLLEGE GATE.

PATISSERIE, ELEPHANT ROAD.

DHAKA SHERATON LOBBY

HN/ SHOW BI/
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