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NEWS BRIEFS
Morshed Khan goes
to Japan today

Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister M Morshed Khan
leaves for Japan today on his
first mission as an emissary of
the governmemt. During his
week-dong tour at the invita-
tion of the Japanese govern-
ment., Khan will have talks
with the government of Japan
regarding the vigit of the
Prime Minister to Tokyo in the
last week of March, an official
announcemen! said yesterday.
reports LINB.

Sarbaharaman
killed

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Jan 10: Sarba
hara activist. Rashid. arrested
in an injured condition last
night from Kathiladaha of
Mirpur thana succumbed to his
injuries loday. He was abscond-
ing for the last 10 years. The
body has been sent for post

Change in Ctg
train schedule

CHITTAGONG, Jan 10: The
inter-city train Mahanagar
Purabi-703 up will leave the
Chittagong station at 4 pm in-
stead of 2:50 pm from January
15. a Railway press release
said here tonight. It will reach
Dhaka at 905 pm, reports
BSS.

Council of Editors
~ concermed

The Bangladesh Counci] of
Editors yesterday expressed
concern over the shortage of
newsprints in the city market.
In a statement Sanaullah
Noori, president and A Q M
Zainul Abedin. secretary gen-
erdl of the Counctl of Editors
called for making newsprint
avaflable in the market. They
criticised the newsprint
agents and traders for creating
artificial shortage of news-
prints and enhancing its
price. reportis BSS.
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Unutilised WB aid for rural | JS body faces 1egal |
electrification to be returned

By A Special Cnrreapondent

Next April around 24 mil-
lion dollars worth of assistance
‘ for rural electrification will
stand returned to the World
Bank (WB). This is the balance
amount of a credit for rural
elecirification sanctioned by
the World Bank (WB) in
December 1985. The full
credit amount at current ex-
change rate was 104 million
dollars. !

The WB credit was origi-
nally provided for electrifijca-
tion of seven new Palli Bidyut

I Samities (PBSs), expansion of

distribution facilities in four
existing PBSs and rehabilila-
tion of lines in tent other PBSs
under the Second Rural
Electrification Project. In all,
the project was expected to
reach electricity to around
140,000 consumers in 1,058
villages.

World Bank credits are de-
nominated in SDR (Special
Drawing Rights), which is a
composite currency made up
of five major -currencies
including the US dollar by the
IMF. Depreciation of the US
dollar against most of the
major currencies since 1986
helped the dollar value of the
World Bank credit of SDR 76.4
million for the Second Rural
Electrification Project to soar
and reach 104 million dollars
al current exchange rate. This
helped to enlarge the project
scope by taking up additional
ten PBSs for rehabilitation.,

The project was scheduled
for completion in 1991. But, by
thal time only a little over half

‘of the 104 million dollar credit:

had been used. The credit has
been officially closed by the
World Bank last December. By

that time the credit closing
date had been extended twice
and project implementation
delay had crossed 30 months.
Strangely, this is one of the
projects where physical in-
vestment targets have been
achieved, albeit after long de-
lays. All the seven PBSs have
been es(ablished and con-
siruction work of the PBSs'
headquarters buildings com-

pleted. Twenty-five sub-sta- .

tions have been constructed
and energised. All these have
helped to bring 1309 villages
under electrificalion agamﬁl a
larget of 1,058, ;

- But, energisation of REB
power stations and bringing
more than target numbers of
villages under electrification
only mean that electricity is at
the doorsteps of more village
‘people than before. It does not

mean that the target number
of additional electricity con-
nections have been made,

Last October a mission from
the WB visited Barigladesh to
measure the actual progress
achieved under the project.
The mission estimated that
less than hall of the target
number of new rural electricity
connections had been made
till then. The mfssion con-
cluded that the REB would not
be able.to use the balance
amount of the credit within a
reasonable period of time to
further expand rural electrifi-
cation. Accordingly, the ‘mis-
sion recommended against ex-
tension of the credit closing
date beyond December 31,
1993. This will mean that
Bangladesh will have to return
24 million dollars Lo the WB in

.See Page 12 Col 3
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Awami League

——

chief Sheikh Hasina handing over a fish — the symbol of her pﬂ;t.;"q mayor

candidate — to Mochammad Hanif at a publie meeting at Bangabahdhu Avenue in the city

yesterday.

Hanif 1

— Star photo

ntroduced as mayor candidate

Foil plan to rig polls: Hasina

Awami chief Sheikh
Hasina yesterday demanded
that the Election Commission
(EC) ensure fairness in the
January 30 citly corporalion
elections and take action
against the violators of election
rules and the code of conduct.

Addressing a huge /public
meetling in the capital, the AL
leader also called on the people
to foil, what she termed, the
government's contemplation 1o
rig the polis.

“They (the BNP men) are

to steal votes by us-
ing the administrative machin-
ery. just as they did in the
Mirpur by-election last year.™
Hasina, also the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, said
Introducing the party nomi-
ﬁ for the mayoral ebection in
the capital Mohammad Hanif
the opposition leader promised
"l you elect our candidate. the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
will be freed from corruption
the taxation system will be
modemised and there will be no

By Staff Correspondent

fresh tax in the next five vears.”

Handing over a dummy Jfish
lo Hanif, Hasina said. "The
Bengalees. fish and rice are
synonymous. If you prefer this
traditional Benigalee menu. vote
for Hanif and his poll symbol —
the fish."

Negating Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's slogan, "Daal
Bhaat for everybody.” the AL
chief remarked, "We want fish-
rice [or everybody "

Hasina also sought votes for
the AL backed commissioner
candidates In the 90 wards of
the DCC,

The meeling. organised to
mark the homecoming day ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on this day in 1972
after nine-months of captivity in
Pakistani jails ﬂur‘!nﬂ the coun
try's Liberation War, eventually
turned into a projection rally for
Hanif as the -speakers mostly
dwelt on the city corporation
polls and sought votes for the
party nominee

Addressing

the meeting

Interview with CCC mayoral candidate

Mohammad Hanif describyad hise
long association with pro-pople
agitations in the city and
sought the city dwellers’ man-
date for him to serve them bet-
Ler.

Referring to an alleged threat
by some ruling party leaders to
drive him out from the city. an
emotion-charged Hanif told his
audience. "you please tell me.
what's my crime? | was born
and hrought up in this city and
I shared the joys and sorrows
of the city people. | did nothing
that harmed the citizens here.”

Hanif pledged that. if elected,
he would free the DCC from
partisan politics, turn it into a
centre of hopes and aspirations
of the 70 lakh Dhaka people
and run the local government
body only for the welfare of the
citizens,

. He also promised to solve all
the problems’ relating to taxa-
tion., water-logging. sewerage,
sanitation, electricity and
transportation and rid the city

Sce Page 12 Col 4
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CHITTAGONG. Jan 10 The
Jatiya' Party nominee for the
January 30 mayoral election
here, Mabhmudul Islam

Chowdhury, wants to develop

Ch like the port ciles
of Bombay and Karachi in a bid
Lo raise its image abroad.

- Islam. who served the
Chitiagong City Corporation as

the first appointed mayor -

during the regime of deposed
presiglent Ershad. sajd: “If |
win. | will make efforts to
build up all infrastructures of
the port city *

“Besides. | will initiate all
the development works which
remained incomplete during
my tenure as the mayor ol
Chittagong.” Islam pledged

The ex-mayor claimed that
it was only during his tenure
that the peopie of the port city
witnessed large scale devel-
opment works.
The present

government

to look like Bombay: Mahmud

From Nurul Alam

Mahmudul I. Chowdhury

has no development wourk for
Chittagong. he alsc alleged

When asked Islam said
“The Chittagong City Corpo
ratien arecas were only broughi
under some maintenance
works but no real development

work was carried out bv the
present  government.”

Islam vowed Lo realise the
due rights of this port city for
its development.

"1 will urge the city people
here to exiend their suppost
to me to spearhead the agita-

The JP candidate also said.
1 will try to provide relief to
Lhe city dwellers from the

. burden of 1axes by formulating

a logical tax- structure.

“"When election time
comes. everybody indulges In
rhetorics ang makes new
pledges. but atier the elections
they forget everything.” he
Sl

Islam said he would also
Like measures to maintain law
and order in the city

He expressed concern that
crimes like hijackings rob-
beries and thefls had alarm-
ingly increased in the city

'Bosnia-Herzegovina.”

Dryg stores keep

shutters down

By Staff Correspondent

“Some 22,000 licensed drug
slores in the country remained
shut yesterday on the first day
of the two-day strike called by
the Bangladesh Chemists and
Druggists Samity to press home

its five-point charter of de-
mands.
The samity, despite a verbal

assurance of the Health
Minister yesterday to implement
the demands. decided to con-
linue its agitation unless the
government issued an order ac-
cepting the demands.

The main demand is with-
drawal of the government's de-
cision to enhance the drug li-
cence renewal fees by 50 per
cent.

The leaders of the samity,
ircluding its president Sadekur
Rahman, Abdul Hai, Mokh-

problems in dealing
- with NCB issues

By Sohel Manzur 8

The Public Undertaking
Committee (PUC) of the Jatiya
Sangsad has been facing diffi-
gulties in dealing with the mat-
ters of the nationalised com-
mercial banks (NCBs) because
of a loophple in law.

Although a proposal for
amending the law to remove the
loophole is under the consi-

eration of the Amendment

ttee of Parliament, seri-
ous questions about the juris-
diction of the PUC are being
raised by the Finance Ministry
and the banking sector follow-
ing a move to charge the Sonali
Bank with undermining the au-
thority of the Jatiya Sangsad.

' The State Minister for
Finance, Mojibur Rahman, in
an interview with an English
Daily, categorically said the

| NCBs are beyond the jurisdic-

lesur Rahman and Mozammel-

Haq yesterday met Health
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf.

- President of the samity
Sadekur Rahman told The Daily
Star«last night, "The Health
Minister informed us that he

See Page 12 Col 1

AL observes day
of Bangabandhu’s

homecomin
By Staff Correspondent

The Awaml League and its
front organisations yesterday
observed the home-coming day
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in befitting
manner.

Mujib returned home on this
day in 1972 after nine months
of captivity in Pakistan during
the War of Independence in
1971.

Party chief Sheikh Hasina.
Nanked by her party colleagues
and leaders ol the front grgani-
sations, garlanded the portrait
of Mujib. at Bangabandhu
Bhaban in Dhanmondi at 7:30

in the morning.

The ddy’s programme began
with the hoisting of party and
national {lags atop the AL cen-

‘tral office at Bangabandhu

Avenue in the capital.’

Besides, the AL units
throughout the country held
similar programmes.

A public meeling was also
held at Bangabandhu Avenue
in the alternoon, where Sheikh
Hasina and other central lead-

ers spoke.

BRUSSELS, Jan 10: NATO
leaders are ready to order air
sirikes in Bosnia under UM
authority to prevent the stran-
gulation of Sarajevo or to pro-
tect other areas, according to a
draft of an alllance summil
statement, reports Reuter.

A copy of the statement
which NATO sources sald had
heen by all 16 leaders
and will be issued on Tuesday,
was obtained by Reuters.

"We reaffirm our readiness,
under the authority of the
United Nations Security Caundil
... lo carry out air strikes in
order to prevent the strangula-
tion of Sarajevo, the sale areas
and other threalened areas in
the draft
said.

NATO. which already has
warplanes patrolling over
Bosnia, threatened last August
o bomb Serb artillery shelling
Sarajevo bult has so [ar held
back Final approva) is needed
for any strike from UN Secre

i

|

tion of the Public Unde.rtakmg
Committee as per existing
of Procedure ‘of the Jatiya
Sangsad.

The minister argued that as
per Schedule 4 of the Rules of
Procedure, the NCBs are not
public undertakings. He, how-
ever, observed that the matters
of the banking sector should be
dealt with by the Parliamentary
Committee on Finance., which
has been doing so presently.

According to the said Sche-
dule of the Rules of Procedure,
the corporations or autonomous
institutions which were set up
belore the independence of the
country ‘and continued to ope-
rate afterwards, would be
considered as public under-
takings and thus would come
under the jurisdiction of the

See Page 12 Col 1

Professionals go on
strike from today

By Staff Cqrrespondent

The country's non-adminis-
trative civil servants and pro-
fessionals including doctors,
engineers and agriculturists are
scheduled to strike work from
-today In support of their various
demands.

While the professionals in-
cluding agriculturists and engi-
neers have planned a three-day
work stoppage. the doctors —
the other component of
Prokrichi — are set to embark
upon an indefinite abstention
from duty in support of their
own 21-point set of demands.

The three-day strike of the
professionals is also ih

t the forced retirement of

several officials, jnchuding Mu-

hammad Abu Hena.

' General of the professionals’

coordination council.
Meanwhile, the Local Go-

vernment and Rural Deve-

lopment (LGRD) Minister and

secretary general of the ruling
party Barrister Salam Talukdar,

while giving his reactions, told
The Daily Star last night that
the work stoppage was tcrl.a]]}r

illegal.

Replying to a question. the
minister also warned that legal

steps would follew the strike,
but added that nature of the le-
gal action was yet to he deter-
mined. .

A press release issued by the
coordination council of the agi-
tating government officials and
the professionals urged all con-
cerned to observe the strike.
The council, however, exempted
the officlals and professionals in
certain areas from the strike.

According to the press re-
lease, the officials and profes¥
sionals who are involved in
making arrangements for hold-
ing the Bishwa [jtema, broad-
casting televislpn and radio
news; conducting examinations,
producing and distri¥uting gas
and electricity, running produc-

See Page 12 Col 7

Govt orders removal

of BSRS MD

Star Report

In an appurent bid to reor-
ganise the dormant Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS),

the government has ordered |,

removal of its Managing Direc-
tor Mamunur Rashid from the
corporation, according to official
sources.

It i1s, however, yet to be
ascertained if the order has
been implemented, because
similar orders issued earlier in
1992 were not carried out.

If the order issued Sunday is
implemented. . Al Amin
Chowdhury. Joint Secretary of
the Minisiry of Finance, will
take over as the Managing
Director of the BSRS and
Mamunur Rashid will join the
Ministry of Establishment as an
Officer on Special Duty (OSD).

The first order of transfer of
the BSRS Managing Director
was issued in March ‘92 and
Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Finance Shamsuzzman
Chowdhury was supposed to
replace him. The second order
of transfer was issued in June

of the same year and Managing
Director of the Bangladesh
Shilpa Bank (BSB) Akmal
Hossain was ordered to replace
him.

But, mysteriously, both the -

orders remained unimple-
mented and Mamunur Rashid
continued to serve the BSRS as
its Managing Director.

Meanwhile, Secretary of the
Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications Shawkat Ali has
recently taken over the
responsibility of the Chairman
of the BSRS which is being seen
as a step towards reorganising
the corporation.

The BSRS, one of the six
DFls (Development Financing
Institutions) of the country, has
been striving. during the last

eight years, to recover the nen-.

performing loans besides taking
steps to rehabilitate a few sick
industries as per the govern-
ment directive.

It is neither being privatised
or cenverted into a commercial

See Page 12 Col 7

tary General Boutros Boutros-
Ghali.

The statement made clear
Western impatienee with con-
linwed obstruction of UN aid
deliveries.

PARIS, Jan 10: UN B-cr-tl. ry

General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
reacted cautiously today after US
President Bill Clinton at the
NATO summit in Brussels
threw his weight behind NATO
air strikes against Bosnian
Serbs. "A statement by President
Clinton is not enough ... we must
wait and see what resolutions
are adopted in Brussels and on
that basis which decisions will
be adopted by the Security
Council,” he told a news confer-

US President Bill Clinton
said today the credibility of
NATO was at stake in Bosnia
and fellow alljance lead
ers that they should only make
a new threat ol air strikes if
they intended to carry it out

"What is at stake (s not just

NATO plans air strikes in Bosnia

the safety of the people in
Sarajevo and any possibility of
bringing this terrible conflict Lo
an end, but the credibility of the
alliance itself.” Clinton said in a
specch to the opening session of
a NATU summit.

Clinton said he welcomed a
draft summit statement to be
issued on Tuesday.

‘I welcomé the reassertion by
the alliance ... of our warning
against the strangulation of
Sarajevo and the safe areas.
But if we are going to reassert
this waming. it cannot be seen
as mere rhetoric,” Clinton said

“Those who attack Sarajevo |

must understand that we are
serious. [ we leave the sentence
in the declaration, we have to
mean it." he said

Clinton added that if NATO
voted for this warning he ex
pected it "to take action when
recessary . And ] think | any
one here doesn't agree with
that., you shouldnt vole for the
language "

See also Page-5
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‘hriefing

| furtherestrengthen the offices

Khaledato
tour SAARC

- countries
~ By Staff Correspondent

" Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, as Chalrpa-no:uf..
‘ the SAARC, 'will undertake a ™

visit of the six other member
countries. The i ry of the
visits will be finalised sh .
This was disclosed by For-
gn Secretary Mufleh Rahman
smany at a routine press
at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in the cltr

* yesterday.

Osmany said the visits I'.n
the member countries by the
sitting Chairperson of the
SAARC are normally under-
taken as part of a tradition and
that it was not an '

The Foreign Secretary, '
however, did not elaborate on
the schedule of the visits.

Osmany also said Bang-
ladesh will shartly establish
diplomatic ties with Ireland.
The initial links will be at the
consular level. Ireland was one
of the [irst four countries to

Sce Page 12 Col 4

BMA begins
-indefinite
strike foday

By Staff 'Cumﬁpondent

Some 8000 doctors will be-
gin an indefinite strike in all -
government heospitals and
medicare centres across the
country from today at the call of
the Bangladesh Medical ’
Association (BMA) to press
home their 21-point chnrtn' of.
demands.

However, the privﬂtglractl
tioners, clinics and hospitals
will be functioning as usual”
since they are not affiliated with
the BMA.

During the strike, sthe doc-
tors will work only in the emer-
gency departments at the eight
government hospitals while
BMA voluntary doctors will run
substitute outdoor units in the
husﬂw‘ta] W Star

Jo
night, a top BMA leader lﬂl?:
BMA central leaders held talks
with the Health Minister but
nothing positive come out of the
mee

"We held 18 rounds of talks

See Page 12 Col 8
Fahd invited to
visit Bangladesh

New Saudi Ambassador ‘to
Dhaka Abdullah Omar Barri
yesterday called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the Prime Minister's office
terming the relationship be-
tween the two Muslim counitries
as an excellent and very cordial
one. reports BSS.

The Prime Minister, through
the ambassador, extended a
cordial invitation to Saudi King
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz to visit
Bangladesh.

Begum Zia assured the
Saudi Ambassador of every co-
operation in 'his tenure in
Dhaka and said the ties be-
tween the two very friendly
countries had reached its peak
during Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman'’s time.

. Begum Zia regretted
Muslims in different parts of the
world had now been fallen vic-
tims of atrocities and said the
Bosnian Muslims were being
cleansed.

The Prime Minister asked
the Saudi envoy to help
the economic cooperation and
raise the number of Banglad-
eshi workers in Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi ambassador ex-
pressed his optimism that the
ties between the two friendly
countries wotld be strengthen.

Streamlining of
some govt deptts

underway

By Staff Correspondent

The Administrative Reorga-
nisation Commitiee, at a
meeting yesterday. identified
some government departments
which needed immediate re-
forms.

The meeting was chaired by
Finance Minister Saifur Rah-
man

The committee, according
sources, suggested strea
some depariments in the ligh
of the government's stress
private sector initiative.

The meeting reviewed Lhe
preliminary findings of different
departmenis and proposed fur-
ther study of the recommenda-
tions

The committee is learnt t
have decided to reorgarnise a

the Complroller of Insurance
the Regisirar of Joint Stoc
Companies, Lthe Palents
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