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- Shri Lankan ski-
pper Arjuna Ra-

series againsi
Incdia would be "very tough',
but he was confident his side
would rise to meet any chal-
lenge on foreign soil. reports
AFP.

“It will be a very tough tour,
no doubt. But we are confident
and ready for any challenge,
Ranatunga said of his deter-
mined band of players who
leave for India on Hnnd:g

Ranatunga observ that
India were currently riding
high after a string of victorious
Tests against England, Shri
Lanka and Zimbabwe.

“India were going through a
fine spell at the moment. India
also have the advantage of
playing in home conditions."
said Ranatunga, veteran of 46

Tﬁﬁé said that more impor-
tance was attached to the tour
since it would provide an op-
portunity for the players to
prove that they can perform
well at Test level both at home
and abroad. Shri Lanka are yet
te win a Test match overseas.

"Recently all away matches

have been one-day interna-
tionals. We now have to prove
ourselves in the Test
matches,” Ranatunga said. Shri
Lanka returned home in

November after a poor show in
internationals in

one-day
Sharjah and India.

The 30-year-old captain.
however, said that Shri Lanka
had the potential to upset
their neighbouring giants who
will field virtually the same
side that scored a 1-0 Test
series win during their five-

natunga has said
the forthcoming
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week tour of the
1 993.

Ranatunga was particularly
happy with the selection of the
1 6-member squad to India but
he also had words ol encour-
agement for four Test players
who have been dropped [rom
the Indian tour.

‘I cannot ask for a better
side than this. But those wlio
have been left out should not
think their career is over.
They should work hard to get
back inio the side.” said
Ranatunga.

The four Test players -
Asanka Gurusinha, Chandika
Hathurusinghe, Champaka
Ramanayake and Romesh
Kaluwi featured in
e EnE v

island in

RANATUNGA

Ranatunga being optimistic

COLOMBO, Jan 9:

either one or more Tests in
1993 against India, South
Africa and West Indies.

The vacancies have been
filled by three youngsters, fast
bowler Ravindra Pushpa-
kumara, wicket-keeper Nisal
Fernando and batsman Anura
Gunawardena following fine
performances in domestic
matches. .

"Everyone was picked on
form. We need the best possi-
ble side because it is always
tough when playing away.
Against India it is tougher.”

Ranatunga said.
“The new players have to do.
well. It is their baby. It is up to -
them to make best use of this-

opportunity,” he said.

Shri Lanka have also in- -

cluded their spin weapon
Mutthia Muralidharan, the off-
break bowler who has been
unplayable on his day. Murali-
dharan will have support from
left-arm spinners Don Anura-
siri and Sanath Jayasuriya.

The squad: A Ranatunga
(capt), P A de Silva, R S Maha-
nama, D Samaraweera, H P
Tillekeratne,, M S T Jaya-
suriya, R S Kalpage, P B Dassa-
nayake, M Muralidharan, G P
Wickremasinghe, D K Liyanage,
S D Anurasiri, A Gunawardena,
R Pushpakumara, N Fernando,

M Atapattu.
THE ITINERARY:

Jan 11: Arrival in Delhi
Jan 13-15: v Board President’'s XI at Delhi
Jan 18-23: 1st Test at Lucknow
Jan 26-31 2nd Test at Bangalore
Feb 3-5: : v Ranji Trophy champions at Nagpur -
Feb 8-13: +  3rd Test at Ahmedabad
Feb 15: 1st one-day international at Rajkot
Feb 18:

Feb 20:
February 21:

2nd one-day International at Hyderabad
3rd one-day international at Jallundur

Departure

Romario makes Real suffer

MADRID, Jan 9:
Brazilian striker
Romario hit a hat-

trick as Barcelona

thrashed Real

Madrid 5-0 in the

clash of Spain's soccer titans on

Saturday. reports Reuler.

The defeat in Barcelona's
Nou Camp Stadium was the
most humiliating Real Madrid
have suffered at the hands of
the Catalans since the 1944-45
season when they were also
trounced 5-0 away.

Real. who have not won in
the Nou Camp Stadium for 10

Laudrup on the left flank.
But after Bulgarian striker
Hristo Stoichkov switched with

Juan Goicoechea, moving from
right flank to left, Barcelona's
jortunes were transformed.
Romario turned his first
touch of the ball into a smooth
goal when he took a pass from
Josep Guardiola and gracefully
slotted it past Real goalkeeper
Paco Buyo in the 25th minute.
Barcelona were rampant

- after halftime, extending their

lead within three minutes when
Dutchman Ronald Koeman
blasted home an unstoppable
spot kick.

Koeman's penalty seemed to
demoralise Real and from then
on the game belonged to the
home team, whose fans in the

117,000 crowd celebrated joy-

ously with red and blue flags.
Laudrup replaced Stoichkov
in the 48th minute while Real's
Luis Milla made way for Emilio
Butragueno in the 54th.

Romario's second goal came
in the 57th minute after an easy
pass from Miguel Nadal and it
was the bearded Brazilian again
who slotted home Barcelona's
fourth in the 81st minute.

He kept up the pace until
the very end, setting up a beau-
tiful pass to Ivan Iglesias, who
smoothly flicked the ball under
Buyo's legs and into the net for

Barcelona's fifth, crushing goal

in the 86th minute.

The Catalans take the pre-
cious two points to draw level
on 25 points with Deportivo
Coruna at the top of the table,
while Real Madrid, reliving the
hell of their dismal start to the
season, have 21 points in fifth
place.

Deportivo, however, will be
looking to restore their lead
when they meet humble
Logrones at home on Sunday.

LONDON, Jan 9:
The list of can-
didates for the
position of Eng-
land’'s next soccer
manager was offi-
cially narrowed to three
Wednesday, but officials said
there would be no.immediate
announcement of a successor to
Jimmy Armfield. appointed
as a special adviser to the
Football Association's interna-
tional committee, turned in a
list of three candidates at the

FA headquarters. No names
were released, but reporis were

unanimous in naming Terry
Venables as the prospective No
1 choice.

"We hope to resclve the situ-
ation sponer rather than later
but no announcement or deci-
sion is imminent,” FA chief ex-
ecutive Graham Kelly said.
"Nothing will happen this week.
There will be further meetings.”

Taylor resigned in Novemiber
after a disastrous World Cup
qualifying campaign that ended
with England failing to make
the finals for the first time since
1978.

In addition 1o Venables. Qu-
eens Park Rangers manager
Gerry Francis and Leeds
Howard Wilkinson are also

thought to be leading candi-
dates.

w l'qﬂ't.
that Venables was discussing

with the FA an arrangement

Roca, Sur tied
for first place

DETROIT, Jan 9. Renee Roca
and Gorsha Sur, the 1993 US
s. were Lied for [irst

with Elizabeth Punsalan

and Jerod Swalow Tuesday

dance portion of the ice dancing
tion in the US Figure

Skating Championships. reports
AP

Roca and Sur, who because
of Sur's naturalization problems
are to compete in Lhe

, led after skating the
tango. the first of two compul
sory dances that are worth 20
per cent of the total score.

Their second dance, the

. starlight waltz, drew marks as

high as 5.8 on a 6.0 scale. But

" Punsalan-Swallow's perfor-
mance of the dance placed first
in the waltz, forcing a tie head-
ing into Wednesday's original
dance. in which all couples
skate the rhumba.

The final part of the competi-

tion. the free dance, will be Fri- |

day.

indicated |

under which he could accept
the job.

The Daily Telegraph reported
that the former Tottenham
manager and chief executives
will be told he must give up
outside commercial interests
before taking on the position.
The FA would not comment on
the report.

Venables has been Lhe sub-
ject of television documentaries
investigating his business .l
fairs as well as alleged linandcial
frregularities while he was clnel
executive at Tottenham. None ol
allegations have been proven
and no official charges have
been made.

Should the FA choose

Venables or another unem-
ployed manager, he would be

able to take over the post in
time for England's upcoming
exhibition games against Den-
mark and Germany. Otherwise,
an interim manager would be
needed to run the team until
the English regular season ends
in May.

ln addition to Tottenham,
Venables has managed English
teams Wimbledon, Crystal Pa-
lace and Queens Park Rangers,
a1l Spanish Club Barcelona.
e became chiel executive at

fottenham in 1991. but was
lired. last vear by teani
chairman Alan Sugar in a bitter

dispute that ended up in court.

Venables has also be named
as a possible candidates for
manager of the Welsh and
Nigerians national teams.

-

Brtish ice dance champions Javiw Lurvill and { nrnistophet
Dean held their trophies after winning their seventh British

title in Sheffield on Jan B

— AFP photo

Venables to get Taylor's job?

Eire plan to
get adjusted

DUBLIN, Jan 9: The
Republic of Ireland football
squad will acclimatise for the
World Cup finals with a two-
week stint in Florida, reports
AFP.

Manager Jack Charlton and
his men will spend 12 days in
Orlando before opening their
campaign against [taly in New
York on June 18. :

Charlton had originally
planned to delay departure, from
Ireland until the last possible
stipulated date but has
changed plans on medical ad-
vice. No build-up matches.
however, will be. played .in
Florida.

"We meet Mexico in Orlando
in June 24 and we need this

to assess liguid intake.
weight losé and becoming used
to the heat and humidity,”
Charlton said. :

The 22-man squad, who fly
out from Dublin on June 6.
take on. Norway in their final
first phase game on June 28 in

- New York.

The Irish have arranged five
friendlies before they leave:
March 23 v Russia, Dublin;
April 20 v Holland, Utrecht or
Eindhoven; May 24 v Portugal.
Dublin; May 29 v Germany.
Hanover; June 5 v Saudi
Arabia, Dublin.

It's blackmail

DUBLIN, Jan 9: Ireland’s
Foreign Minister and soccer of-
ficials blasted American ticket
touts on Wednesday for charg-
ing exorbitant prices for World
Cup matches, and urged fans
not to buy them, reportis
Reuter. . y

The Dublin-based Football
Association of Ireland (FAI), who
met with Foreign Minister Dick
Spring on Wednesday. said
some agencies in New York were
asking 250Irish ts (357 dol-
lars) for tickets, with a face
value of 25 punts (35.71 dol-
lars) for Ireland's match with

Italgi B

Al general secretlary Sean
Connolly said: "These are crazy.
exorbitant prices and they are
still climbing. It's becoming a
wind-up by the touts. Our ad-
vice at present is don't touch
these tickets with a bargepole.”

Spring urged fans: "Have
nothing to do with these prices.
Wait for more information, and
don't panic.”

The FAI expects to get about
8,000 tickets for each of
Ireland's three scheduled first
round World Cup matches in
New York and in Orlando,
Florida, in June, but predict up
to 20,000 Irish fans could go to
the United States.

An Irish government-ap-
pointed World Cup steering
committee, involving represen-
tatives of the FAI, travel agents
and the United States embassy
in Dublin, as well as govern-
ment departments, will consider
the tickets issue at its first
meeling next week.

‘Radclitfe pulls
off another

. surprise
BELFAST, Jan 9: Paula
Radcliffe claimed another no-
table scalp on Saturday when
she defeated twice world silver
medalist Catherina McKiernan
in a World Series cross-country

meeting. reports Reuter.
The 20-year-old Briton. who
outpaced South Africa’'s twice

world {'hamplnn‘Zola Pieterse
last week. came through
strongly off the last hill 500
metres from the [inish.

"I could sense she was tired
and decided to go for it." said
Radcliffe, who won by seven
secondds from the Irishwoman in
|5 minutes 40 seconds over the
4,800 metres course.

McKiernan, last season's
World Series champion, said:
“I'm not surprised. Paula's a
good athlete,”

Kenyan lsmael Kirui, third in
last year's World Champion-
ships, won the men's race,
clocking 23.44 for the 8,000
metres course. Briton Dave
Lewis followed him home a
second behind after a ‘strong
finish.

Henkel hopes
to return soon

BONN, Jan g- Germany s
Olympic high jump champion
Heike Henkel, who is due to
give birth to her first child in
March, hopes to return to ath-
letics in time for the European
Championships in August, re-
ports Reuter.

Henkel, who had to drop out
of the final stages of last years
World Championships in
Stuttigart after a season plagued
by injury. said on Wednesday
that her break from training
during the pregnancy had given
her an extra boost.

"Of course | want to compete
(at the European Champion-
ships). | think | have got a new
appetite for high jumping
through the baby break,’
Henkel, 29, said in an interview
with the German newspaper
bid.

"Last year it was exactly the
opposite. | wanted to have a
baby so much that sport be
came less interesting.”

Henkel, formerly Heike
Redetzky. is married to lormer
world swimming champion

{ Rainer Henkel.
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LONDON, Jan 9:
QPR's Gerry Fran-
cis was one of sev-
eral English Prem-
iership managers
to be left fuming
alter Saturday’'s FA Cup upsets
saw Rangers bundled out by
Second Division Stockport,
reporis AFP.

While Rangers went down 2-
1. Chelsea finished goalless at
home to Barnet and Tottenham
Hotspur needed a late strike by
Jason Dozzell to salvage a 1-1
draw against Peterborough,
currently bottoms.ef .the Secend
Division. s

The only sad note for the
third round minnows was the
announcement that cash
sirapped Barnet are facing a
winding-up order. The club
from the north London suburbs.
which needs a million pounds
by Meonday, has meanwhile
brought in former England and
Liverpool goalkeeper Ray
Clemence as general manager.

However, time has already
run out for QPR in English
football's most prized tourna-
ment. and Francis was furious
after the Premiership side
squandered a 1-0 lead.

"In my three years as man-
ager at the club, this has to be
the most disappointing time."
he said. .

"In these sort of games you
have got to battle and match
the opposition for their effort
and determination. We didn't do
that, especially in the second
half. Stockport deserved their
win and | don't envy any other
side having to come here."

Stockport manager Danrly
Bergara said: "At times we
played like a Premier League
side. The lads were magnificent
and the whole of Stockport

CROSSWORD By

"Stt-x'i;- Clarke of Chelsea (L) and Robert Mutchell «R) of Ba
the ball during their English FA Cup third round match on Dec 8.

No luck for top guns in FA Cup

should love them."”

Andy Preece, the team's top
scorer whose 74th minute win-
ner was a ‘spectacular volley,
said: “It was a good job it didn't
come to me on my right foot be-
cause it could have gone any-
where.”

Chelsea chief Glenn Hoddle
waiched as his men were booed
off the pitch after failing to de-
stroy a team who were playing
non-league football in 1991.

"To say | am disappointed is
an understatement,” Hoddle
said. "] take nothing away from
Barnet, they have produced
probably their best performance
of the season.

"You need luck in the FA cup
and we had it today. We didn't
deserve anything but defeat.”

Barnet may not be in busi-
ness for the replay, though,
following the news from club
chairman David Buchiler.

"Our financial position is
dire.” he said. "We need to find
one million pounds by Monday
— and that is simply not avail-
able. We are going to ask for a
further adjournment.

Clerhence, who left Spurs as
a coach at the end of last sea-
son said: "1 think it is a wonder-
ful opportunity people have said
| must be mad to go to Barnet
— but I've seen enough here to-
day to know that we can climb
out of trouble.” :

Kidderminster manager
Graham Allner paid tribute to
his men after they beat First
Division Birmingham City 2-1
— the only victory by a non-pro-
fessional club.

"To come to a club like this
thrée league above us and win
after going a goal behind is
tremendous,” he said. :

"Manchester United or
Liverpool would be great in the

Eugene Sheffer
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next round, but Wolverhampton
Wanderers would be a massive
game for us.”

There were more happy
managers at Leeds. Newcastle
and Manchester City — all of
whom had goal-scorers to be
proud of.

Leeds boss Howard
Wilkinson was delighted with
19-year-old Jamie Forrester,
making his first start and seor-
ing two great goals to help see
off Crewe 3-1.

"Forrester's [inishing was
tremendous,” Wilkinson said.

. His fizst .geal was.a .super

volley and the second was

surely goal of the month.”

Newcastle manager Kevin
Keegan was full of praise for the
strike duo of Andy Cole and
Peter Beardsley after they
scored a goal apiece in the 2-0
victory over Coventry City.

The pair have .scored 37
goals in 19 games since teaming
up at Newcastle in September.

Keegan said: "I thought to-
day their partnership was about
as exciting as I've seen it. They
are on the same wavelength.”

Manchester City's hero was
Norwegian international mid-

fielder Kare Ingebritsen, who

hopes that his hattrick in the 4-
1 win over Leicester City will
help earn him a Weorld Cup
place.

"l need to be playing first
team football if | am to get into
the Norwegian squad for the

World Cup finals,” he said, be-

fore thanking his teammates for
giving him his chance.

"The rest of the team set me
up for those goals today. They
were perfect crosses from Terry
Phelan for the first two."

There was mixed fortunes
though for two teams in the
spotlight on Friday after man-
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Manchester goes for
C'wealth Games

LONDON: Jan 92:Manchester

| launched a bid for the 2002

Commonwealth Games on
Wednesday, undeterred by its
failure to win the 2000

Olympics. reports Reuter.
Sir Robert Scot, chairman of

" the bid committee, said: "We are

very bullish and optimistic
about both our chances and our
future.” ~ _

Manchester is competing
against two other cities,
London and Sheffield, for the
right to put forward its bid = |

. The Commonwealth Games
Council for England must
choose between the three on
February 2 and the winner will
then pursue its bid with the

Commonwealth Games
Federation (CGF). _
Sir Robert, who was

knighted this year for his work
in spearheading the city's
Olympic bid, said! "We see our
rivals Sheffield and London as
formidable. iy

"Sheffield hosted the World
Student Games and London is
London. * But Manchester is

Manchester, beaten™ by
Sydney for the Olympics, is
putting forward a programme of
12 sports, ranging from aquat-
ics to wrestling and promises
state-of-the-art facilities for
them all. :

Two sports venues are al-
ready being built in the city —
Europe's largest indoor athletics
arena and an international- -
standard velodrome. Plans for a
new stadium will be announced
later this month. ;

The CGF will make its choice
of venue at a meeting in
Bermuda in November 1995.

. So far, apart from the
English cities, only Perth and |
Melbourne in Australia had
shown an interest in hosting

the Games.

ager Mike Walker left Norwich
City for Premiership rivals
Everton. '

Everton clung on for a 1-1
draw against Bolton after Barry
Horne was sent off. '

“They would not lie down
and die and that is important,”
Walker said. "Overall we have
got to be pleased we are still in
it and the players worked really
hard. It was always going to be
a tough game."

ﬂf;anwhilc. Norwich's care-
taker boss John Deehan wants

his future decided quickly, after
Wycombe

the Canaries beat -
Wanderers 2-0 with both goals
coming from Chris Sutton.

"l would love the job — it is
as simple as that,” Deehan
admitted. "The sooner the man-

agerial situation is sorted out,
the better.

“When we arrived in London
we went to an hotel, turned on
the television and saw people
saying 'Norwich will go downhill
from here.’ So the way the play-
ers got themselves up for the
cup tie after that was marvel-
lous.”

. Jones still
champ

CATSKILL, NY, Jan 9: Junior
Jones. the World Boxing Asso-
ciation bantamweight cham-
pion. retained his crown
Saturday by scoring a 12-round
unanimous decision over Elvis
Alvarez of Colombia, reports AP.

Co-headliner Tracy Patter-
son, the World Boxing Council
super bantamweight champion,
also kept his title, scoring a fifth
round knockout over Steve
Young.
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ptoquip: AFTER HE TENDED TO

HIS HIVES, APIARIST PREFERRED TO VISIT HIS BRIDE-

TO-BEE,

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: V equals G

The Cryptoquip s a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

ve you clues to
error.

strophe
trial a



