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Gopibagh Friends Associa

tion, Young Pegasus A and
Uttara Sporting Club won Lhelr
respective matches in lhr
Second Division cricket league
held at different city grounds
yesterday.

Gopibagh FA (rounced
Shantinagar ‘A’ by 83 runs at
the Dhanmondi Cricket
Ground.

Batting first. Goptbagh piled
up 213 runs in 37,1 overs

Though opener Ripon hit
stormy 61 from only 65 deliver
les, their middle order batsmen
did not stay long at the crease
Tail-ender Rose scored 33 while
Mamun (junior) remained not
out on 25 and the extras con-
tributed valuable 38 runs.

Sumon was the pick of the
Shantinagar bowlers, claiming
five for 38.

Chasing a big score of 213,
Shantinagar innings ended on
129 in 38.1 overs.

Shubra with 25, Babu with
22, Aamer with 19 were the
main scorers while extras
amounted 37.

In another tie, held at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,
Young Pegasus ‘A’ beat Ever-
green Club by three wickets.

Evergreen Club gathered a
paltry 105 in 25.4 overs losing
all their wickets.

Nadil top scored with 39 for

Rumi with four wickets and
Sujon with three were the most
successiul Pegasus bowlers.

s tail-enders snatched
the win from the jaws of defeat
after Pegasus had dost their
early five wickets for 20,

Mamun, Sohel, Baki made
26, 22 and 18 not out respec-
tively,

" In day's another match,
at the City Club Ground,
an all round performance by
Sh]mmni helped Uttara record
| impressive 50-run win over

ﬁ[tara ECBOgEtE:lg bﬁrsl and

collected 215 runs for the loss
of nine wickets in the stipulated
40 overs. Their captain Chinu
top scored with an unbeaten
knock of 47 runs including
three boundaries and two sixes.

Bangladesh Boy's paltry 165
was 50 run short of their target
of 215 runs.

Shaheen with 46, Kamrul
with 29 were the major run-get-
ters for the losers.

Shyamol took three for 28
while Rana took three for 26.

Hatkhola h'ball -
begins today

The first Hatkhola S
women's handball club cup

mp , organised by the
Handball Fede-
- ration, begins today at the NSC

wooden floor gymnasium
reports UNB.

Sittl:am-—twl'mm the-

capital and four from different
district headquarters — are
competing in the six-day tour-
nament. first of its kind in the
country.
Three matches will be played
on the opening day. Two in the
mnmmg and one in the after-

D,luka Old Ideals Club will
take on Barisal Mohammedan
SC in the opening match at
10:00 am, Rangpur Friends
Society Club meet Baghmara
Sporting Club of Jessore at
11:00 am while Dhaka Bro-
thers Union facé Rangamati
Youth Sporting at 2:30 pm.

The tournament will be ini-

tiaﬂyheplnyndnnalcagutha

sis with the top two teams’

‘qualifying to meet in the final to
be later.

Former chairman of tLhe
National Sports Council (NSC)
Lt Col (Retd) Rezaul Jalil will
inaugurate the competition in
the afternoon.

Ferreira,
Reneberg

in final

HONOLULU, Jan 9: Top
seeds Wayne Ferreira and
Richey Reneberg moved into the
-final of the Hawaii Open' with

~ victories Saturday, reports AP.

. Ferreira, seeded first and No
22 in the ATP rankings, over-
came fifth-seeded Jonathan
Stark 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, in 2 hours,
3 minutes. It took defending
champion, Reneberg, seeded
second and ranked 30th, an
hour less to defeat unseeded
Robbie Weiss 6-3, 6-2.

. Stark broke Ferreira's serve
twice in the first set, the second
time in the 10th game to win it.
Ferreira netted a backhand at
_break point, dropping his racket
in the process.

His racket flew into the back
wall when he missed an over-
head five points later, but his
composure and rhythm came
back later in the second set.

“He started missing a few
first serves, which gave me a
chance on his second.” Ferreira
said of Stark. "] started moving
forward and trying to hit out on
the ball ... kind of made him
worry about it so he didn't serve
as well.”

Ferreira missed a chance to
break Stark's serve in the sev-
enth game, but succeeded in
the ninth by winning five
straight points, then served out
the set.

- Ferreira got the only service
break he needed in the ffth
game of the final set, held off
one break point in the next
game, then finished Stark off.

Akram Khan and
Aminul Islam Bul-
bul wielded their
willows to launch
a brilliant assault

L : but Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board (BC(OB)
Eleven went down fighting by
two runs in a friendly 50 overs
a side match against Pakistan

Gynikhana at the UBL ground
in Karachi yesterday. according
i a laxed message received at
the BOUCB olflice last night

Bulbul who returned to form
with a half-century in the previ-
ous match, the fifth of touring.
BCCB Xl's ten friendly matches,
remained unbeaten on a superb
95 and Akram Khan who just
recovered from a bout of tonsili-
tis was on an undefeated 52
when the itinerants ran out of
overs with the total 245 for four
wickets falling just two short of
Gymkhana's 247 for six wick-
els.

Needing 20 runs from the
last over for an outright win
BCCB X1 who were without the
services of skipper Faruque
Ahmed, star batsman Minhazul
Abedin Nannu, Shahnawaz
Shaheed Ghani and experienced
seamer Golam Nowsher Prince,
were given a magnificent charge
by the stand-in skipper Akram
Khan. Th® burly Chittagonian
smashed two sixes but in the
end his and Bulbul's pyrotech-
nics were just short of what
Bangladesh needed to pull'off a
memorable win.

Although the statistics
meant a third successive defeat
for the Bangladeshi cricketers
now touring Pakistan with a
view to honing themselves for
the ICC Trophy scheduled for a
start from the next month in
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Kenya, the resilience and fight
ing qualities displayed by the

baismen should be a timely
hooster for the BOCCH X1 who
had been smarting under an

other painful, narrow one

wicket loss sulfered in the pre
vious match.

Young opener Sajid Hassan
who made 66 was another
batsman apart from more expe-
renced Bulbul and Akram who
rose to the occasion to help his
side recover from the early in
roads made by Pakistan Tesl

r
.........

BULBUL . alhuund 'iht:tw

discard Saleem Jalffar, and then
gear up an eventually abortive
but herolc campaign for a win.

Saleem Jalffar, the nippy left-
arm fast-medium bowler sent
back opener Athar Ali Khan and
one drop Habibul Bashar
Suman cheaply. To add to the
miseries conjured by Jaffar,
Selim Shaheed was run out for
one only and the die appeared
cast for an embarrassing defeat
for the tourists. Fortunately for

Bangladesh. Jaffar, who had
figures of two for seven from
five overs including two mald-
ens, was withdrawn from the
firing line and Bulbul joined
Sa)id to set the torn house in
order.

Gymkhana who had two

more players with Test experi-
ence in offie Tauseef Ahmed and
batsman Mansoor Akhtar were
sent back-pedalling as Sajid,
Bulbul and Akram braced
themselves for a pheto-finish.

Almost all the bowlers bar-
ring Jaffar who bowled only five
overs came under heavy stick.
Tauseef Ahmed known for his
stinginess with the ball gave
away 52 runs from ten overs for
nothing. Yahiya who got Sajid
finished with one for 57.

Earlier, sent in to bat,
Gymkhana amassed 247 for six.
Shawkat Mirza a prolific run-
getter in Pakistan's domestic
cricket hammered a belligerent

90. |

Mansur Akhtar, the blue-
eyed boy of former Pakistan
captain Imran Khan and once
called by the patriarch of the
modern West Indies Clive Lloyd

as a solid player of fast bowling,
made 40.

Openers K Abhmed and
Wasim Arif contributed 38 and
32 respectively. *

Bulbul who later displayed
splendid batting form was
BCCB's best bowler r.!lptuﬂn.g
two for 27 from five overs.

Left-arm new-ball bowler
Anis bowled well to concede 38
runs for one wicket from nine
overs,

Athar imitated his
teammate in while Moni
took another one for 47 runs.

Impressive wins
for Bandarban,
Nawabgan] and
Narayanganj was
the highlight of
yesterday’s action
as eight - more teams made it to
the zonal semifinals of the
Biman Cup national under-14
football championship at
different venues across the
country. -

At Bandarban, the hosis
recorded an emphatic 5-0 vic-
tory over another hill district
team, ﬂhaﬁ&thhﬂi DSA to play
in the zonal semifinals on
Wednesday against the winners
of the Noakhali and Cox’'s Bazar
DSA match.

Monir Hossain scored twice
while Nazimuddin, Paya Marun
and Shaila Hacha netted one
goal apiece for Bandarban DSA.

At Pabna, Nawabganj DSA
registered an easy 4-0 win over
Bogra DSA to play against hosts
Pabna in the group mmiﬂna!s
on Tuesday.

Minhazul netted two gnals
while Ananda Kumar and Selim
Reza one each for the winnérs.

At Mymensingh, the team
from the river
Narayanganj trounced Sherpur
DSA 4-0 to play, in the group
semifinals against Kishoreganj
DSA on Tuesday.

Biddyut scored twice while
Masud and Mohan once each
for Naray

At Sunnmganj the local
booters outplayed former fool-
ball giants Comilla DSA 3-0 to
meet Moulvibazar DSA in the

port of-

Eight teams move into
Biman Cup zonal semJS
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zonal Btmlﬂna.ia on Tuesday.

Alauddin. Abdul Hamid and
Rezwanul Karim scored for
Sun

At Patuakhall Barisal DSA
defeated Barguna by a solitary
goal scored by Shafigul Azam.
They will take on Jhalakati
DSA in the zonal semifinals.

At Gaibandha, Dinajpur DSA
beat Kurigram 4-3 in the tie-
breaker after the match ended
goaless in normal time. Fhe
winners will face Nilphamari
DSA in the zonal semlﬁna]a 01
Tuesday: '

- At Gopalganj, Madaripu:'
DSA got a walkover against
Faridpur DSA who did not turn
up on time.

Madaripur will now take on
formidable Dhaka DSA in the
group semifinals on Tuesday.

At Satkhira, Jessore DSA
were declared the winners
against Meherpur DSA as alt
the players of the losing team
were found over-aged.

They will now play in the
zonal semifinals on Thursday
against the winners of the

Magura DSA and hosts
Satkhira DSA match.
Four: zonal semifinal

matches will be held today at

different venues of the country.

They are: Sylhet DSA will
take on Habiganj DSA at
Sunamganj, Natore DSA face
Rajshahi DSA at Pabna, hosts
Mymensingh DSA meet Gazipur
DSA at Mymensingh and hosts
Patuakhali DSA play Pirojpur-
DSA at Patuakhalli.

Div II soccer
‘Sports Reporter

Avijatrik Malibagh beat
Lalbagh SC 2-0 in the Sonalj
Bank Second Division football
super league at the Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

Jabbar Khan and Rezaul
Haq scored for the winners.

In another match, Jurain
Janata Club drew 1-1 with
Shantinagar Club at the same
Venue.

Abdul Motaleb netted for
Jurain Janata and Mohammed
Siraj for Shantinagar.

Gustafsson
top seed

AUCKLAND, Jan 9: Top seed
Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden

faces Zimbabwe's Byron Black
in the first round of the US dirs

-

313.750 Benson and Hedges |

New Zealand Open tennis
championship, reports AP.

Gustafsson, ranked 14th in
the world. plays his opening
match in the 32-draw tourna-
ment on Tuesday.

Fourth-seeded South African
Marcos. Ondruska goes quickly
into action when the tourna-
ment starts Monday. He faces
qualifier Lars Burgsmuller.

Canadian Greg Rusedski,
seeded fifth, is the only other
seed slated to play Monday.
Rusedski plays Frenchman
Rodolphe Gilbert.

Alexander Volkov of Russia,
who was defeated Sunday in the
final of the Australian hard-
court championship *in
Adelaide, is the No 2 seed and
does not play until Tuesday.

Eleven of the top 60 players
in the world have entered the
hard-court tournament, which
is one of a series of lead-up
events to the Australian Opcn

ADELAIDE, Jan 9;
Yevgeny Kafelni-
kov, the lowest-

lian men's hard-

court championships, beat

fourth-seeded Alexander Volkov

6-4, 6-3 Sunéday in the first all-

Russian final on the ATP tennis
tour, reports AP.

It was the second finals loss
in as many weeks for Volkov,
the only seeded player left in

ment. Last week, he lost to
Austrian Thomas Muster in the
Colonial Classic in Melbourne.

It was the first career title for
Kafelnikov, who was ranked
102nd® going into the tourna-
ment. A controlled baseline
game against an erratic Volkov
gave the 19-year-old his win ln
just 74 minutes.

Kafelnikov, who has alread}r
recorded two wins against world
No 2 Michael Stich, played
solidly from the baseline and
mixed his game with precise
and confident approach shots.

In their last meeting, the 26-
year-old left-handed Volkov won
a tight three-set malchi.nﬂew
York last August.

The young Russian made no
secret that he wanted to turn
the tables on his senior Davis

Cup colleague.

"The theory was to make him
move from corner to corner
which | successfully did during
the match,” Kafelnikov said. "
didn't give him any chance to
put pressure on me."

Kafelnikov broke Volkov's
serve Six times during ‘the

' ranked direct en-
@® * | tryin the Austra-’

the US dirs 313,500 tourna-*

to pla}r his quarterfinal
Salurday — to catch up on
games postponed due 1o
Adelaide's wet weather over the
past week — had taken its toll.

"l played five singles sets
yesterday and I couldn’t get my
serve going, but
problem was that he
(Kafelnikov) played very well,"
Volkov said.

Volkov, ranked 18th, now
travels to Auckland to defend
the New Zealand Open title he
won last year.

the main- _
.the Czech Republic,

Kafe]mkov evens the score

Kafelnikov came to Adelaide P

thinking he would have to play

‘the qualifiers but a late with-

drawal made him the last en-
trant in the main draw.

He beat Pat Cash of
Ausiralia, third seed Karel
Novacek and David Rikl, both of
and
Australia's Patrick Rafter in the
semifinals.

He will now be ranked in the
top 60 after ' taking the
Australian hardcourt's dirs

42,000 first prize.

Sport
'BCCB XI go down fighting

e

McDermott
sidelined

BRISBANE, Jan 9 Australia
will be left without strike bowler
Craig McDermott in Tuesday's
World Series Cup cricket match
against New Zealand in Sydney
reports AF

McDermott is certain to miss
the game with a knee njury
which restricted him to only five
overs in Sunday's 48-run win
over South Africa at the Gabba.

are now set to play
two spinners — Tim May and
Shane Warme — in Sydney with
Glenn McGrath, Paul Reiffel
and Mark Waugh to Ihan! the
bowling duties.

Team physiotherapist Errol
Alcott said McDermott has an
acute case of patella tendinitis
of his left knee — soreness be-
hind and below the knee cap.

"I'd rather wait to see how he
pulls up tomorrow but
in this case | think its more of
an acute injury. it happened at
a particular time rather than as
a gradual breakdown,” Alcott
said.

"He wasn't sure whether he
twisted it in his delivery stride
but it didn't give any warning
signs.”

McDermott felt the injury
during the third ball of his last
over and left the field after
flelding a ball in the following
over from Glenn McGrath.

Team r lan McDo-
nald said a decision would be
made on Monday whether a
replacement would be needed

for Lthe Sydney game. "
Charity cricket

BRISBANE. Jan 9 Australia

and New Zealand are to play a
charity cricket maich to help

victims of fires which have rav-
aged Sydney's suburbs, reports
Reuter,

“The boys are very conscious
and concerned about what has
happened with the bushfires
and they have discussed the
best way to help,” Australlan
manager lan McDonald u-ld on
Sunday.

Australia hope to arrange a
limited overs game against the
New Zealanders, currently in
Australia, by the end of the
month.

"Our players though about
donating their match fees but
they thought it should be a
higher contribution than that."
McDonald said.

Last March, the two sides
played a match to aid victims of
bushfires which killed 72 people
in Victoria and South Australia
and destroyed thousands of
homes.

Four people have died in the
latest fires ahd more than 150
homes have been destroyed.

BSJWC awards

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Sports Journa-
lists and Writers Community
(BSJWC) will award the men-of-
the-matches of the two friendly
limited over games between
Bangladesh Cricket Control Bo-
ard XI and the Pakistan na-
tional cricket team. scheduled
to be held at the Dhaka
Stadium on January 23 and 24,
according to a BS-.IWC press
release yesterday.

Dw II1 soccer
Sports Reporter

In the only match in the
Pragati Third Division football
super league, Fire Service over-
came Sunrise SC 3-2 at Lhe
Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

Imon surges
Sportshl%ad

Mahluzur Rahman Imon of
Magura stayed at the top of the
points table after the seventh
round of the fourteenth national
sub-junior chess champion ship
at the chess room of the
National Sports Council yester-
day.

Imon who beat Tipu Sultan
has colletted ﬁ:r. and half points
so far.

Abdullah-al-Rakib of Nara-
yanganj and Arif Hossain jointly
occupied the second spot
securing six points.

Tipu,.Shakil, Rajeeb, Nazmul
Huq, Mahmud Riah Khan,
Ruhul Amin, Motiur and Royel
all with five points followed in
third place.

Parl,u:lpant.s on the seventh duy of Lhe national sub-junior chess Lhampmmhlp at the chess

| match. Volkov said that having | room of the National Sports Council (NSC) yesterday.
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Auss1es book berth in ﬁnals as

BRISBANE. Jan 9:
Reinstated bats-
man Dean Jones
scored 98 runs
Sunday to lead
] Australia to a 48

run victory over South Alrica in
a World Series Cup one-day
cricket maich at the Gabba, re-
ports AP

Dropped from the Australian
squad after last year's New
Zealand tour, Jones returned tg@
orchestrate a relatively easy win
over South Alfrica, guaranteeing
the home side a place in the
one-day finals later this month.

Jones was the backbone of
Australia's innings of 230 that
South Africa couldn't overhaul,
tumbling all out for" 182 from
46.5 overs. It was the second
loss of the weekiend for South
Africa, having been beaten by
10 runs by New Zealand on the
same ground Saturday.

Jones, the Viclorian state
captain. had Sunday's game
and another Tuesday against
New Zealand in Sydney to prove
to selectors that his 32-year-old
body still has what it takes to
compete in the International
arena.

He accomplished that
Sunday after strolling out to a
standing ovation, typical of the
enormous popularity held by
Australia's most successful one-
day batsman.

By the time Jones walked
back he was two runs short of a
century from, only 124 balls.
Prom the trademark
drives, power-hitting, quick
singles, rushed thirds and the
delicate glances, Jones built the
platform for what promised to
be 'a mammoth Australian total.

Despite the invaluable per-

formance, Jones learned his

lesson from last year's wrap on
the knuckles and now treats ev-
ery chance as hjjs last.

"l just hope it's given me an-
other game. | jyst take it game
by game these days,” Jones
said.

“It's a long time in sport and
if you think you've got the game
worked out or that you deserve
a spot in the team you've got
another thing coming.”

Jones and consistent David

lofted

Jones savages SA attack

Boon (45 fromn 61 balls) put on
88 for the second wicket after
Mark Taylor (14) played a wide
Fanie de Villiers delivery back
onto his stumps just as he
started o appear settled with
his new partner.

Omly a tight spell from part-
time off spinner Dave Rundle
late in the innings constricted
the Australian surge.

Rundie took 3-3, including
Jones. in the space of five balls
in the hit-a-thon p-u-i-ad during

DEAN JONES . 98

the middle 40s to stem the tide.
In his first one-day interna-

. tional the 28-year-old finished

with 4-42 from nine overs.

First he took the ever-valu-
able wicket of Australiany cap-
tain Allan Border for 15, took a
brilliant diving catch and
bowled to march lan Healy for a
first-ball duck and then clean-

South Africa _stayed in touch
with the chase until further
briliance from Border, who first
had Dave Cullinan (27) caught
slogging to midwicket,

The Australian captain then
produced one of his pinpoint
throws from cover to run out
Dave Callaghan for one. Five
over$s later. he snared a ome-
handed chance from his own
bowling to march Brian
McMillan for six.

Paceman Glenn McGrath all

PRETORIA, Jan 9:
England A comp- -
leted an impres-
sive eight-wicket
victory over Nor-
thern Transvaal at
Centurion Park on Sunday to
secure their ninth win in 10
matches so far on tour of
South Alrica, reports AFP.

The tourists needed just 23
overs on the third day of this
four-day match to wrap up the
match.

Resuming on their overnight
five without loss, they knocked
off the remaining 91 runs
needed for victory for the loss of
their two openers, Mark
Lathwell (21) and the skipper
Hugh Morris (14).

Both were dismissed in suc-
cessive overs by paceman Steve
Elworthy, but an unbroken
stand of 59 runs between Allan
Wells (31) and Jon Crawley (26)
saw them reach their target,
without further fuss.

Suggestions that the bats-
men would struggle to make
the necessary runs on a bad
pitch of uneven bounce proved
to be only wishful thinking for
the home team's supporters.

The wicket — which had

|Cakewalk for England A

claimed 33 other victims for-a
total of 505 runs on the first
two days — played much easier
Sunday.

Only Elworthy got some as-
sistance for his seamers to
clear-bowl Lathwell and Hugh
Morrjs caught in the gully.

The undefeated batsmen,
Wells and Crawley,. were partic-
ularly sever® on Tertius Bosch,
a former international epening
bowler, who conceded 27 runs
in his four overs.

The easy victory, the
tourists' fourth in their five
four-day matches to date, again
underlined the lack of depth in
South African cricket. with the
country's top players currently
in action in Australia.

Northern Transvaal's sole
representative with the national
team is fast bowler Fanie de
Villiers, who took 10 wickets in
South Africa’s second Test vic-
tory at Sydney.

England A are scheduled to
play three more -matches
against provincial opposition
before taking on South Africa in
the sole filve-day international
match of their 14-match tour in
Port Elizabeth from January 27-
31.

but finished off South Africa
when he left himself on a hat-
trick in the overs afler
trapping Dave Richardson [15)
and then Pat Symcox (0).

South Africa chose to rest
three of their Test players —
opener Andrew Hudson
(injured), seamer Ehril

llltthm:md rcem.n
'll'-l'ﬂd

Petulﬂntm

Coach Mike Proclor said
Matthews and Donald were
worn dut from the second Test
win over Australia on Thursday,

“The effect of the Test match
which was mentally and physi-
cally exhausting for the guys
didﬂmm.m
on pur bowlers.” Proctor said of
the loss to New Zealand.

"Donaild a bit as
did Craig Matthews and having
played yesterday we thought
slower bowling might be better
than pace.”

South Africa are
at the bottom of the table and
must at least beat New Zealand
in Perth next weekend to keep
alive any hope of making the fi-
nals of the triangular contest.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the World
Series Cup limited overs match

between South Africa and
Australia on Sunday:
AUSTRALIA:

D Boon ¢ Rundle b McMillan 45
M Taylor b De Viiliers 12
D Jones b Rundie 98
M Waugh ¢ Cullinan b

Symcox 10

D Martyn ¢ Cronje b Rundle 23
A Border c Kirsten b Rundle 18

| Healy ¢ and b Rundle 0
P Reiffel run out : 9
C McDermott run out 2
T May not out 5

Extras: (nb-1, w-6_1b-4) . 11
Total: (for nine .
wickets, 50 overs) 230
Fall of wickets: 1-20; 2-108:
3-127; 4-180; 5-205: a-nuu T-
211;8-214; 9-230.
Did not bat: G McGrath.

Bowling: O M R W
De Villiers 10 0 28 1
McMillan 10 2 42 |
. Symcox 8 0 47 1
Cronje 5 031 o0
Rundle 9 0 42 4
Snell 8 0 38 0
SOUTH AFRICA :

G Kirsten ¢ Healy b Waugh 51
H Cronje ¢ Healy b Reiffel 17
D Cullinan ¢ Reiffel b Border 27
J Rhodes c HealybMay A, 46
D Callaghan run out 'l

"BMcMillancand b Border = 6

D Richardson lbw b McGrath 15
P Symcox lbw b MeGrath- 1/ =0
R Snell c Martyn b McGrath . 9
D Rundie ¢ Border b McGrath 0
F de Villiers not out 1
Extras: (Ib-6, w-2, nb-1) ]
Total: (46.5 overs) 182

Fall of wickets: 1-33; 2-88;
3-116; 4-119; 5-138; 6-168; 7-
168; B-178; 9-181.

O M R w
McDermott 5 1 14 0
McGrath B85 0 24 4
Reiffel 7 0 24 1
May 8 D 45 1
Border ' 10 0 40 2
Waugh 7 0 29 1(W-1) ,

Result: Australia won by
48 runs.

STANDINGS

Standings in the triangular
one-day cricket competition
after Sunday's Australia-South
Africa match played here
(tabulate under played, won,
lost, no result, points)

Australia 551 - 8
New Zealand 5 2 2 - 5
South Africa 6 1 4 1 3

NZ vs S Alriea match ruled

" no result because of washed out

match.

Sampras

SYDNEY. Jan 9:
Pete Sampras, the
world's top-ran-
ked tennis player,
is anxious to
quickly rediscover
his form during the US dirs
613,750 New South Wales
Open, which begins Monday at
White City, reports AP.
Sampras asked for a wild-
card entry into the tournament
after suffering a shock first-

‘Tound defeat to Moroccan

Karim Alami at the Qatar Open.

"l was flat and didn't ‘have
good preparation," Sampras
said Sunday. "It happens.
Upsets happen in any sport,
but now | need to play some
matches before the Australian

The New South Wales Open
is the final event before the
Australian Open begins in
Melbourne on Jan 17 and
Sampras originally had planned
to skip it.

"Last year | played five,
straight days here up to the fi-
nal on Saturday," Sampras

'said,

« “Itwas hot here and it was
hot at the Open in Melbourne
and by the second week down
there when 1 played Stefan
Edberg in the * semis in
Melbourne | thought it was too
much.

"Now I'm left with no option
but to play. It's not something |
planned to do, but it's some-
thing 1 have to do."

Sampras faces Swede Jonas
Svensson_in his first-round
match Tuesday.

The Wimbledon and US
Open champion has been criti-
cised for being oo serious on

wants to be ready

court, bul said he has no plans
to change the attitude that has
taken him to the top and won
him eight titles in 1993,

"My job is to do everything I

can to win,” Sampras said.
"Winnlng lennis matches is

Ivanisevic’s

s excuse

DOHA, Jan 9: Goran Ivani-
sevic blamed an injury to his
serving arm for his semifinal
defeat in the 525,000 dollars
Qatar Open by unseeded
Dutchman Paul Haarhuis on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

Haarhuis, ranked 42 in the
world, beat fourth-seeded Croat
Ivanisevic 6-2, 6-4 to set up a
final match' on Sunday with
Stefan Edberg.

The Swede was forced into a
three-set semifinal battle with

Austria’s Gilbert Schaller before

winning 6-4, 6-7, 6-4 in twu
hours 22 minutes.

Ivanisevic, who lost last
year’s final to Boris Becker, has
been beaten by Haarhuis four
times in seven meetings.

The Croat said: "1 had to
change the motion of serving so
| was rushing. | eompietely lost
my rhythm ... | even served up
three double faults in one game
which | haven’t done all week.”

Edberg had an easy time
taking the first set from the
Austrian, ranked 78 in the
wosld, in just 37 minutes. But
he wasted three match points
at 5-3, then lost his serve as
Schaller took the second set
into a tie-hreak which he won
7-5.

more important than image.

| idolised Rod Laver, who
won throughout his career. Hee
wasn't a comedian, but he was .
the ultimate tennis player.”

Eight of the top 20 men
players have entered the New
South Wales Open and seven of
the top 15 women.

Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine,
the No 2 seed, faces Marc
Goellner of Germany in his
opener Tuesday and will be
hoping to overcomme a in-
jury to his right knee.

The winner of that match
will face either Ivan Lend] or
Mats Wilander — two former
No l-ranked players who meet
in the first round.

Thomas Muster of Austria,
seeded third, is in action
Monday against Dutch qualifier
Jan Siemerink, while No 4
Cedric Pioline of France plays

_Andrei Chesnokov of Russia.

Conchita Martinez of Spain,
the top seed in the women's
singles, also plays Monday
against German Sabine Hack,

‘while No 2 seed Gabriela

Sabatini of Argentina opens

Tuesday against Natalia
Medvedev of Ukraine.
Sabatini, winner at White

City in 1992, has said she will
play a more aggressive serve-
and-volley game this year.

"We are putting some extra
atterition on her attacking
game." said Sabatini's coach,
Carlos Kirmayr.

The tournament will be
played on synthetic Rebound
Ace courts, offers dirs 313,780
in prize money to the men and
dirs 300,000 to the women
and continues through
Sunday



