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Women as
Entrepreneurs

An awareriess that women should be integrated
into all incoime generating activities in the society is
on the rise. As it is, women have been taking an
active part in the produe tion process besides look
ing after the home. In ruial areas, they can also®be
seen engaging themselve's in non-agricultural ac-
tivities based on various arts and crafts. They are
thus adding to the income: of the rural economy.

Women have also branched out in different pro-
fessions. They are %iving a.goeod account of them-
selves as doctors, lawyers, architécts, engineers,
accountants and office workers. Profession has
ceased to be an exclusivve domain of the male.
Women have tfound a place: in administration, judi-
ciary and law enforcement. And they are in politics,
of course. |

All these are epcouraging trends for the coun-

'S human resource development. Yet, there are
still other major areas of economic actjﬂtly where
increased participation of women is called for. This
is the message emerging out of the workshop on
“Women Entrepreneurship Development: Women in
- Business” organised by the 3angladesh Employers’
Association recently. The main thrust of the delib-
eration at the workshop was that women were be-
ing denied their rightful share,in business and
that an appropriate environment for their active

ipation in this area was still lacking. :

Valuable suggestions for remedying the situation
were made on this occasion. The need for a-change
in the society’s attitude, assured access to institu-
tional credit, improved marketing system, en-
trepreneurial and management training, are some
of the issues that figured prominently among the
ideas put forward at the worksshop.

It is also somewhat interesting to note that one
of the leading participants questioned the validity
of the concept of class distinction between men and
women in the matter of entrepreneurship. There is
the only class — that is the entrepreneur class, he-
is said to have asserted. Maybe he has a point.
However, the fact remains that entrepreneurship
also needs to be fostered — be it among men or
women. And, for now it is women who would need
more encouragement to enter the world of busi-
ness.

Incidentally, it's not that the women’s names do
not figure altogether among the lists of captains of
business in this country even now. Look at the lists
of directors of private companies. You would find
not an insubstantial number of women figuring as
directors of these companies. The public would not
know how active they are in running -affairs of such
business. The general supposition is that they just
lend their hames. Here is a question of attitude
which needs to be changed. Women directors of
companies should be active in its affairs. This
could be one way for entrepreneurship among

women (o ‘grow ‘

Many of the hngedimentstn increased participa-
tion of women in business are also common to the
society as'a whole. As the overall situation im-
proves, so would the prospect for women in busi-
ness. However, thereare selective areas of business
where the “}umen have spcttial aptétuccgle and the
possibilities for success are better, Such activities
should ¥e*en . At least, \n ritrepre
must not be discriminated against, just because
she is a woman. After all, even a housewife knows

of business — through managing .the

t. - E

- Creation of environment for women to partici-
pate in business and profession should include
setting up such facilities as daycare centres to look
after the children of working mothers. Here, the”
muwum come from the private sector. This
is an where women entrepreneurs ‘would

probably do best. o

' What a Triumphant
: -~ Return that Was

. It was a most triumphant return for an- |
dhu Sheilsh Mujibur Rahman® After nine months of
Ainternment in a Pakistani prison, one day the
prison door opened, and instead of walking to the
gallows, Mujib returned to the most tumultuous
welcome of his people, on this historic January
day, 21 years ago. As his plane door opened,
Mujib stood at the gateway of his greatest
victory. The unbroken sea of people that stretched
from the Tejgaon Airport (old airport) to the
Suhrahwardy Udyan (then called the Race Course),
clogging, literally, all roads that led to the street
that his motorcade was expected to pass through,
was a sight that few others in history could match.
It was a grateful nation that was welcoming back to
its fold the leader who inspired every single one of
us to be bigger and better than we were, so that we
could fight to free our country, and save our people
‘from exploitation and oppression. | |
| If there was .ever a sight of nillions c to-
gether, it happened on that day. Tears of joy flowed
through every one’'s eyes as strangers, enemies,
- and friends embraced one another just as easily,
- In a collective expression of happiness that only oc-
curs when a supreme joy overtakes all other emo-
tions, and petty differences take a back seat to the

‘Sweeping currents of history. That day Sheikh |-

Mujib was the tallest man ever, in our eyes. A man
who dedicated his whole life to the struggle to free
us a people, free our culture and our economy, so
that we could live as Bangalees, and flourish with a
«distinctive identity and prosperity of our own, He
‘was a man who spent almost a decade and a half
in prison, showing a raze determination, and un-
common courage which made us all proud, and
‘hold our head high up. For everyone who had lived
‘through the turbulent days of late sixties and.
especially, the tumultuous days of the liberation
war, Bangabandhu was the man of the hour who.,
by uniting the nation as never before, and by his
uncanny ability of galvanizing the multifarious po-
litical and ideological trends behind a single de-
mand, turned us all into valiant freedom fighters,
at once dedicated and invincible, |
As we recall the occasion of the return of
‘Bangabandhu to the country that he helped to lib-
erate, to the peeple that he inspired to stand up for
their own rights, to the land that he so earnestly
wanted to see prosper, we Tecall a beautiful and
rare occasion in our nation's life when a leader and
his people became one through a common experi-.
ence of struggle and sacrifice, of trust and respect, .
of patriotism and love, and of trial and supreme
trinumph.

neur |}

: R. the coldest se-
ason of the year, had
traditionally been ass-

ociated in the Northern
Hemisphere with harshness
and bleakness. It would bring a
time for gloom, sorrow and de-
spair. Wintry smile is just an
outward facial expression of
t.*dcwﬂ of warmth and bon-

With affluence, the Northern
Hemisphere has also learnt to
make life more comfortable dur-
ing the long wiriter, even to
wring pleasure out of it. Clothes
and other trappings of outfit are
being designed, each time
nearer perfection to ward off the
biting chill of winter, and yet
making body movement freer.
But there are better ways for
moving about outdoors than
walking. Trave] from place to
place in heated transports, in-
stead of slogging around.
Homes also would of course be
heated. So would be the work-
place. It's all a part of elaborate
winter indoor comiort. Winter's
day, and the night, could be
spent in warm cotoons — at
home, in office, in shopping
malls and in transports, to and
fro. So . may be, there
would no longer be any need to
wear winter outfit — warm
clothes, felt-line boots, gloves,
fur caps — all that. Will fur
then go out of fashion, giving
the animals a te.

No, winter wear will not go
away. Winter sports will be
there, and the Winter Olympics.»
Heated indoor stadiums will
provide the venue for only some
of the winter games. At least the
skiers will be there to brave the

‘outdoor chill. They would neefl

the warmth of outdoor winter
outfit. Hunters too will be out to
shoot games, in their winter re-
galia. Many of them would
travel in the relative comfort of
a snowmobile part of their way.
Winter in the Northern
Hemisphere also brings in
hazards of nature. You better be
dressed for it if you are caught
in blizzard — a storm charac-
terized by strong winds, low
temperatures, and large
amounts of snow. Much less of

“a hazard but perhaps more of a

ROSPERITY in Asia is

bringing with it concerns
about security for the

world’'s fastest growing eco-
nomies. As a recession-hit
United States cuts Back on its
military presence in Asia, the
region is having to rethink its
defence priorities. This is likely
to be the dominant theme for
1994.

Last July, the Association of

South-East Asian Nations (ASE-
AN} announced plans to bring
together the US, China and
Russia in an 18-member forum
to discuss security issues in the
region.

The first meeting of this

| Regi

onal iy Fosum wil be
mﬂm e b year. At

the meeting the six Asean mem-
bers .— Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines.
Singapore and Thailand — are
likely tp set up a regional secu-
rity atnn:tym.

Since World War Two, the so-
called Asian Tigers have been

-dependent on the US for miljtary

protection. The importance of

Asia for the US economy is clear;

US trade with Asia is one-and-a-
half times greater' than with

 Europle. At the first summit of

Asian and Pacific leaders in
Seattle last November, the 15-

nation Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) was hailed
as "the cornerstone" of Wa-
shington's relations with Asia.
Despite what Secretary of
State Warren Christopher called
"the primacy of Asfa” for US for-
eign policy, the US is planning to
reduce its defence commitments
in the region. :
During the Cold War; the US

had bilateral defence treaties
pines,

with Japan, the Philip
South Korea and Thailand. It
was also the driving force behind

+such regional anti-communist

military organisations as the
South-East Asia Treaty Orga-
nisation (SEATO) and Central
Treaty Organisation (CENTO).
Now that the communist
threat has gone, with China the
most successful “"capitalist”
country in Asla, Washington

Sir, Modern civilization is

the Tesult of a gradual process

where paper and printing in-
dustry played a vital role.
People now-a-days can't move
even a single step forward
without paper and ink. Lot of
books, numerous journals and
magazines as well as myriads of
other pu to be
indispensable for a human be-
ing in his/her day to day life
and activities. And in that the
paper called 'newsprint' plays
the major role. Bangladesh is a
land rich in suech natural re-
sources as bamboo, sugarcane,
fibre plants, shrubs and other

raw material pro-

mm :
b ducing plants upon which the

newsprint industry is system-
atically established. The whole
structure of newsprint indus-

try is categorically designed

imdin.mdauht,umtum]rb_

source oriented project.

Very recently the price of
newspaper has soared up.
Albeit not exorbitant to some
extent, nonetheless the abrupt
hike in the price of the
newsprint is alarming
ardising the pﬂntingmlij::{-
lication industry countrywide.
A good number of publication
authorities do not purchase

tures, labour unrest, power

Winter and the Tale of a Tiger Hunt

Our winter bites into the countryside during the month of Magh. In the region in the
villagers would say that even a tiger is afraid of the chill of winter in the month of

north-east,
Magh_.. Well, the tiger came

country's

down to the hills from the higher elevations of the mountain to escape the chill. It met a cruel death.

as they fall. Then there are
snow squalls, accomgp by
gusty winds. |t not do
even to get into snow flurries

unless you are dressed for the
winter outdoors.

Nor is it that in
the Northern H
in cosy winter indoor comfort.

are less

BE S e
not afford indoor heating. There
also are the homeless. The
freezing cold of the winter puts

of them die too. The winter
takes its toll in other ways also.
It's time to remain indoors
when it is foggy and drizzly,
However, s the foreign news-
media reports, this is also the
time the people in Sarajevo
choose to go out on the streets
as the weather makes 1t difficult
for the snipers to see. The
snipers shoot anyway and the
shells come from the guns sit-
ting atop the hills. So the peo-
ple, out there to buy their daily
necessities, die on a bleak win-
ter's day. And, who knows how
more will die of cold in
Bosnia in the fierce Balkan
winter this time around. Having
lived in the former Yugoslavia
for a number of years, | know a
bit of how cruel Lhe$ winters
CAan h i
Our winters are different. It
is our coldest season too. But
the sun tums mellow. The sun's
heat provides a welcome respite
from the night's cold. You usu-
ally have uninterrupted days of
sunshine to warm your bones,
to get rid of the night's chills,
And, you don't have to worry
about floods, storms and cy-
clones, during the two months
of our winter.
Even this relatively mild win-
ter can bring death, particularly

LOOKING INTO 1994 — ASIA

during the cold spells. You live
to enjoy the warmth of a winter
sun-only if you survive the

cold nights. Not many can af-
ford warm clothing or the lux-
ury of blankets and padded

Its, them in in-
G e e

ter's chill. Most people impro-
vise. To the poor, destitute and
the shelterless, winter spelis

suflering ands hardship.
Our winter bites into the

of Magh, just a few

away
now. In the region in

coun-

try’s north-east | come from, the
vi rs would say that even a

c lly, usually in groups,
even d ﬂuhy.hmn':l
ft is dark, they would shut
themselves up in their houses,
not daring to come out duri

ﬂunm.mnmlnmrt!l:

call of nature. Altogether, 1t

would be trying times from-

them.
The villagers would usually

become aware of the presence of

the tiger in a rather curious
way. During the cold winter
night when it is all quiet
around, an eerie shrill

sound would emit from the
jungles.. It would come iIn
somewhat of a long note of fe-e
oo and then a short fek. The
eerie sound would wake vil-
lagers up from their sieep with
a shiver. Simu , all the
dogs in the vi would burst
out barking, ing long howls

wherea .

that it is the t M-hg
emits the note as its
moves about during a freezing
night. In any case, source of
the chilling sound still remains
a mystery to me.

The visiting tiger

fed on the creatures of the jun-
gles. Ocecasionally it would

catch a goat or kill a dog

the tiger was turning into a real
menace — have to rid
of it. Several vi -«ﬂ..
combine to go on a tiger hunt.

" Lthe different stages of

One such hunt, | saw.

The night before, the tiger
had broken into the cowshed of
a farmer, killed a hetfer,
dragged it along quite a dis-
tance and left the carcass,
calten, at the foot of a
kill was spotted
The villagers knew
was sitting it outdn the
would not move untfl his

specars, several hundred vwil-
lagers first surrounded the hill.-
Another P 8ot busy cutting
down all the undergrowth,
clearing

where the kill lay.
particularly careful in hacking
down the foflage a broad
swath up the siope of the hill
just blow which the tiger had
left its kill. All these activities
continued in relative quiet, pre-
sumably to avoid alarming the
tiger taking its nap,

| was watching the whole op-
cration, in com of some
other village youngsters of my
age, from atop a hillock — a
sale distance away across a
ravine. A couple

up a running commen

eration.

Next, the people detailed to
clear the undergrowth started
piling up all the branches and
follage on the ground, building
up twe rallel buttresses,
shoulder-high, down fram the
cleared’ slope of the hill. They
kept the intervening space be-
tween the two lines of the run-
ning mounds of piled-up
branches and foilage, com-
pletely free of all encumbrances.

~ This had the effect of

an open front to the clea

swath on the slope. Then they
brought out a big net made
from inch-thick jute ropes,

slightly oblong in shape. The

Search is on for a New Security System
- by Daya Kishan Thussu

An economically resurgent Asia is increasingly concerned about its security. The United States, which
has.provided security for the so-called Asian Tigers since World War Two, now wants to cut its de-

fence commitments.

s ; ;
wants to cut its military pres-
ence. Currently it has more than
100,000 US troops in the region.

Although it has closed its
base in the Philippin®s, the US is
still keen to maintain enough
military muscle to safeguard .its

economic and strategic interests.
.To this end, Washington has

signed new defence agreements
with Indonesia and Malaysia.

With the dissolution of

SEATO and CENTO, Asia no
longer has security arrange-
ments like the North' Atlantic

Treaty Organisation [NATO) and .

the Conference on Security and
Cooperation (CSCE). :
A major concern for Asian

newsprint from the mills or.

 the mill gate. They are obliged

to purchase it from the open
market due to many reasons
there in. Hence the sudden
price hike caused them untold
suffering as well as severe
hardship.

By good number of specific
reasons may be brought into

-fucu‘ 8 In connection with the

recent increased price of
newsprint, such as — deterred
communication, inadequate
supply of raw materials, abrupt
closure of some small ven-

disruption etc. But, we tend
suggest, if such incidences oc-
cur for a long time or probabil-
ity of such occurrings may not
be wiped out, the government
should better import the bal-
ancing amount of newsprint
from the overseas 8.
This may go for a definite time
till the remedies to the inter-
nal deterrence is provided.

Editors, publishers along-
with others associated with

. publication industry have al-

ready incurred considerable
loss for continuation of their

price or even

stopping publication. Such a si-

American troops in Asia

tuation ecannot be cherished in

New regional structures are being proposed. In South As
a hopeful note as India and Pakistan agreed to talk peace.

countries is the uncertainty fol-

lowing the withdrawal of US
forces. Smaller countries are

wary of the economically resur-
gent Chinese #fiant on their

doorstep.

~ One issue is China's claim
over the Spratly Islands, which
is disputed by the Asean coun-
tries and Vietnam. Apart from
their strategic importance, there
may be oil and gas reserves un-
der the islands.

Fears were aroused when, in
1988, China built an airport on
the Paracel Islands, to the north,
though Beijing denied it was for

a democratic country like ours.
We want education, we expect
development. Let the govern-
ment get more alert about the
situation and kindly have a
fresh look in the matter.

Iftekhar Ahmed
Kalabagan, Dhaka.

No' to PROKRICHI
Sir, The engineers, agricul-
turists and physicians have

been conducting a movement

-~ for quite a long time towards

establishing a new type of ad-
ministration in the céuntry.

Other 26 non-administrative
BCS cadres have joined the
movement recently. | had the
privilege of going through Mr.
M A Hena's article on the
matter published in your es-
teemed daily in November last,
in four instalments. The last
instalment was captioned, "In-
vitation to a Debate”. Although
Mr. Hena's article appeared
somewhat haphazard, to me, it

opened up a new avenue in my
thought - Now, | don't
regard t movement to be

directed towards “indiscipline’.
Besides, | can not agree with
Zoha | to be pessimistic of
the output of the movement as

-

Not surprisingly, China

makes its neighbours nervous.

Given its huge human and natu-

ral resources, and a staggering
growth rate of more than 13 per

cenf, China has the potential to
dominate world markets. .

According to World Bank es-

‘timates, by 2015 China will be

the world's largest economy.
Under the new Gatt deal, China
is likely to be the biggest winner
after the European Union. By
2002, it will be earning $37 bil-
lion a year from the trade liberal-
isation, - -

A more aggressive foreign pol-
icy may be one result of this new
economic power. China is likely
to take a stronger position as
spokesman for the developing
world at the United Nations
Security Council. Beijing's w#h
ready strained relations
Britain may worsen in the new
year as China robustly under-

mines belated British attempts

to bring democracy to Hong

The showdown on the Korean
peninsula is likely to continue in
the new year. The isolated com-

munist regime in North Korea
. may, under US pressure, recon-

sider its decision to leave the nu-
clear Non-proliferation Treaty

(NPT) in 1993,

Asfa’'s ‘- biggest economy,
Japan, will be trying further to
enhance its international profile

in the new year. For the first

time, in 1993 Japan shouldered
global responsibility when it suc-
cessfully conducted the first

multiparty elections in. Cambeodia

e —

chism”, (Mr. Islam’'s opinion,
"PROKRICH1 Model: Fallacy of
Accountable Administration”;
DS : 16-12-93).

Certginly, there should be a
co-ordinator at every level of
administration including the
district level. The Deputy
Commissioner is an associale

rofessor level Govt employee,

t has been dominating over
the professor including the
Govt College principles. Is it
justified? Mr Hena's model
provides for people's repre-
sentatives as co-ordinators.
The idea is a very geod one,

. indeed! But he did not propose

any requisite acadefmic qualifi-
cation for the people's repre-
sentative. If an umﬂ:rgrndunh:
is elected, the situation may be
worse.

As described earlier, the
unnecessary dominance and
the extraordinary financial
benefits gained by the magis-
trates are in the very care of
this movement., The other
main Ive 18 to have sec-
retaries (as decision makers)
from every cadre, il possible.
There is no denying the fact
that a specialist in any branch
knows much more of his field
than a generalist. But how can

"it will bring nothing but anar-. we depend on an engincer or a

la the new year began on

under UN auspices. may
cite this in support of its ¢ s
lo a permanent seat at the UN
Security Coundil, i
will intmﬂfymmmﬂ
Non-aligned Movement and other
international forums for a cov-
eted seat is India. Now that it
has mended fences with the US,
which effectively runs the UN, it
seems not such a distant possi-
bility. '

New Delhi is now actively par-
ticipating in UN operations. The
Indian contingent currently in
Semalia has won praise. A BBC

correspondent there reported

that unlike the Americans the
Indians were "more sensitive"
towards the Somalis.

South Asia's two main coun-
tries, India and Pakistan,
the year on a positive note with
their officials meeting in Isla-

mabad to discuss the Kashmir

issue, which has bedevilled
relations and led to three wars.

As long as the Kashmir issue is

unresolved, the. arms race in
South Asia, which has. debili-

tated the region's economies, will

continue.

Internationally, the region
may witness a further improve-
ment in New Delhi's relations
with Washington. Already, India
has carried out joint naval exer-

cises with US forces.-During the

seven years of Gatt negotiations,
India was opposed to US de-
mands for inclusion of intellec-
tual property right$ into the
talks. Now it has conceded to US

doctor who loves only himsclf
and at best, his family and

ing graduates including
agriculturists at lower scales.

/ :

An M A can serve at Tk 2300
scale (even lower) but a B Ag.
cannotl And what about BCS
Customs and Excise cadre?
Aren't they blamed to be at the
top of corruption syndrome? If
two of the three groups lead
the movement, other cadres
cannot and should not join the
action committee, let alone
mass resignation. The 26-BCS
cadres need not be subordi-
nates within the group.

Therefore, the PROKRICHI
is to be dissolved first. The
engineers and doctors must
develop more human qualities
and patriotism, so that no alle-
gation of exploitation s made
from any quarter. Then a new
action committee {s to be
elected from all 29 non-ad-

early at dawn. .
that

weTre

tary on
thtﬂp—_

&
e

pressure. hoping the economy

hunters then
two

their position, on
the net, behind the buttresses.

lcnn:jor a moment.
ENOrmous uproar rose from
around the hill. The

who had surrounded the hill
since the morning were now

on canisters — an ex-
to
iy ey oot
the rope-net platfiorm has
put up. Suddenly the ¢ld
pointed his finger and,
was, on the clearing beyond
thphliﬂrmThmlih;n#

LEE

~toward the platform of net, the

only escape route. The
the creature in its foids. All |
could see for a moment was a
writhing mass of ropes and
leaves, some hunters driving
spears into it. There was com-
plete Pandemonium then. All
the villagers around, had:

rushed to the kill. You could -

hardly see anything except the
throng of people. .

Well, the came down to
the hills from higher eleva- 3

tions of the mhountain to

the chill of winter in Magh. It
miet a cruel death. Yet, the vil-
lagers did not kill it for sport.
They were just getting rid of an
additional menace the winter

had brought.

sation. ;
For Washington, India is a
major market. Moreover, in (he
ﬂ—ﬂdﬂ War world, the US
India as a long-term strate-

gic ally and shares its concern

the
NPT, which India says is discrim-
inatory, may continue to dog re-
lations.

Closer ties with W on
could weaken US relations with
its Cold War ally, Pakistan.
Islamabad's impertance in US
strategic thinking has dimin-
ished since the Soviet withdrawal

f Al ;
o Lt 14 3 opodiion 3
Islamabad's nuclear weapons

programme. For new friends
Islamabad may look to its north-
ern neighbours in the in-
dependent Muslim countries of
Central Asia,. ;
Peace is unlikely to come to
Afghanistan in the new year.
Tribal and ethnic warlords, once
called freedom fighters by
Western media, will continue to
fight to control the drugs and
arms trades and deny millions of

‘ordinary Afghans the freedom to

live in peace. Sqme warlords may
tensify their intervention in the
onflict in neighbouring Taji- -
kistan: . 1
The rise in extreme national-
ism in Russia shown by the vic-
tory of Vladimir Zhirinovsky,

m:mmmmmw

tion .in Tajikistan and

other parts of what Russians call
-"near abroad.” '

Zhirinovsky's rq:mrteddnnm
of "Russian soldiers washing

their boots in the warm waters of
Indian Ocean,” has sounded
‘alarm bells in Asia. Just days

after the far right leader's victory,
a high-level military delegation
from China discussed bilateral
security issues in New Delhi, the
first such visit in mdore than 30

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Associate Editor of Gemini News
Service.
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minislr;tin BGCS cadres; I'.hi;:
committee then may be re-

named BCS-29 Cadre Action
Committee,

Md Abdus Sattar Molla
SME, IER, DU

Tourism

Sir; Bangladesh is a land of
natural peauty. In the past,
many world famous historians
and tourists visited this land
and were simply charmed at
and fascinated and enticed
fts gracious variety. Hundred:
of years have and so
many changes occurred, but
still our poor country remains
rich and gorgeous in nature.
She has the longest sea beach
in the world and the
forest only of its kind in the
world, the Sunderbans — the
abode of the Mamous
Bengal Tigers. But with all
beauty and exclusiveness,
Bangladesh still remains at the

bottom of tourism wﬂ-‘
try. It's a sad siate -
[air for m. hope our pre-
sent government will do all
that is needful for attaining a
position in the forefront eof
world tourtem industry.

H n' L B |



