BSWA reception
held

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Sports Writers
Association [BSWA) vesterday
accorded a reception to the six-
teen sportsmen and women of
the country who won golds in
the recently concluded Sixth
SAF Games.

The reclpients were: South

Asia's fastest man Bimal
Chandra Tarafdar. boxer
Mozammel Haq. swimmer

Mukhlesur Rahman and shoot
ers Ateequr Rahman, Abdus
Satter Nini, Ashil Hossain,
Saiful Alam Chowdhury Rinki,
Fazle Rabbi Elahi, Syed A
Fayez, Kazi Shahana Parveen,
Farzana Hossain Soma, Sabrina
Sultana, G M Haider.
Nasiruddin Jony and Kamrul
Islam.

State Minister for Youth and

Sports and chairman of the
National Sports Council [NSC)
Sadek Hossain graced the re-
ception as chief guest and dis-
tributed prizes among the gold
winners at NSC conference
rOOI.
President of Bangladesh
Olympic Council Gias Kamal
Chowdhury and secretary gen-
eral Bashir Ahmed were present
there as special guests.

. Racketeers to
stand the

racket

ROME, Jan 8: Three ex-
cabinet ministers were among
35 businessmen and legislators
facing trial as part of a graft
probe into work done to up-
grade Naples' football stadium
for the 1990 World Cup, state
television said on Saturday, re-

Legal and parliamentary au-

are expected to decide

in the next few weeks whether

to agree to prosecutors' re-
quests that the 16 deputies and
19 businessmen be tried.

All face a range of charges
over kickbacks alleged to have
been paid to political parties to
win a slice of the 750 billion lire
(dollar 441 million) worth of
tontracts to rebuild the San
Paolo Stadium and upgrade a
tram line in time for the World
Cup. :

If the case comes to court,
the 35 people in the dock will
make it the largest graft trial in
Italy since the tangentopoli
(bribesville) corruption scandal

" Magtrates nvestigating th
in e
Napies case alleged furm:-lgud-
get minister Paolo Cirno Pom-

icino received about 400 million

lire (dellar 235, from entre-
preneurs eager for business,
- "Rush not

1n a rush

pool striker lan Rush, who has
been linked with moves to
Japan and tp Newcastle United,
Is to stay at Anfield for at least
another 18 months, reports
— "The Weilsh goal ace, who had
also said in a newspaper col-
umn that he was unhappy at
‘being substituted against
! United on December
< 26, made a clear commitment to
manager Graeme Souness on

Zico would
be there

TOKYO, Jan 8: Former
Brazilian star Zico is expected

to take to the pitch again on.

Sunday to help Kashima
Antlers face favourites Kawa-
saki Verdy in the first leg of the
battle to bepome Japan's first
professional league charhpions,
Verdy, who have won the
last two meetings between the
two teams, boast an inform side
which contains the core of
Japan's national side, including
star forward Kazuyoshi Miura
who played for a Rest of the
World team in a recent game
Verdy emerged as the
league's strongest team in the
second stage which ended in
EI'. ber, winning 16 of their
l :
- But they lost popularity after
a rowover moving from their
Pokey Ground in Kawasaki to a
Tokyo suburb where the local
government had offered to build
a new stadium.
The league refused to allow
- the move, saying it went against
the spirit of soccer.
Antlers won the May-to-July
first stage of the league and
built up a fanatical following in
the process.
Zico, now 40, worked closely
with their Japanese coach to
form a strong team powered

W'Wtw other Brazilians,

. But their form slipped in the
second stage and they finished
in fourth place out of 10.

Last week, without Zico, they
had a disastrous Emperor's
Cup final, losing 6-2 to
Yokohama Flugels after letting

- in four goals in the space of
‘seven minutes.
Japan's first year of profes-

sional soccer saw the game -

come from nowhere to explode
into one of the nation's most
popular spectator sports,’

The second leg of the final is
on January 16.
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20 to 27 pose after having received the awards of the Bangladesh Sports Writers’ Association at
the conference room of the National Sports Council yesterday. State Minister for 1T;'t:lnutl'l and
Sports, Sadeque Hossain at the centre among those sitting who attended the function as the
chief guest is flanked by the officials of the Bangladesh Olympic Association (BOA) and the

BSWA.
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Eight more teams in
Biman Cup zonal semis

Sports Reporter

Mehedi Hassan
and Nadim Ah-
mad scored ha-
Itricks as _eight
leams moved into
i the zonal semi-

of the Biman Cup
under-14 football

finals
national
championship at different
venues across the country yes-
terday.

Magura trounced Kushtia's-

0.

Although the match was
one-sided and boring but the
numerical irregularities regard-
ing the players of both sides
provided some interest for the
spectators.

Only seven players for
Magura and eight for Kushtia
played in the match because
the other players were disquali-
fied,

Mehedi Hassan scored the
hattrick while Zafar netted the
other two goals for Magura.

At Pabna, the hosts Pabna
recorded an impressive 3-0 win
over Joypurhat to make it to the
semifinals. Nadim struck three-
times for Pabna,

Feni defeated Rangamati 2- |
in a Bandarban zone ericounter.

Mamun and Manik netted
once each for Feni while Abul
Hossain reduced the margin for

the losers

Al Sunamganj, Habiganj
beat Chandpur 2-1 in the tie-
breaker after the scheduled

, lime ended in a two-all draw.

Mamun and Mukhtar scored
once each for Habiganj while
Bappi and Mahboob replied for
Chandpur.

Manikgan] overcame Mun-
shiganj 4-2 in the tie-breaker as
the stipulated time endéd in a
1-1 draw in a match of the

Majedul scored for Manik-
ganj and Masud for Munshiganj
during the scheduled time.

At Mymensingh, Kishoregani
defeated Netrokona 3-2 in a
keenly contested match.’
Aminul, Bikash and Monir
scofed ene goal each for the
winners while Delwar was on
target twice for the losers.

Jalakathi moved into the
semifinals of the. Patuakhali
zone as they edged Bhola 2-0,

- Azad and Bhaskar scored
one goal apiece for Bhola.

At Gaibandha, Lalmonirhat
eliminated Rangpur 3-2 in the
tie-breaker. The scheduled time
ended 1-]. r

. ZaKir scored for Lalmonirhat
while Mukarramuzzaman for

Rangpul_r.

Div II soccer
Sports Reporter

Both Muslim Institute and
City Club registered similar
margin victories in the Sonali
Bank Second Division football
league at the Hockey Stadium
yesierday.

An Alamgir goal earned
Muslim a narrow 1-O0 win over
Bangladesh Police.

In amother match City. Club
also beat BJMC 1-0.

' Mujibur scored the match
winner for City Club.

Div III soccer

Sports Reporter
Government Printing Press

and Kadamtala won their re-

spective matches in the Pragati
Insurance Third Division foot-
ball league at the Mirpur

Stadium yesterday.
BSJA awards
for cricketers

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Sports Jour-
nalists’ Association (BSJA) will
give awards to the men-of-the-
maiches of the two one-day
exhibition cricket matches be-
tween B and Pakistan
to be held at the Dhaka
Stadium on January 23 and 24.

Man-of-the-series for
Bangladesh will also be re-
warded. The name of the adju-
dicators will be announced
later.

A

ROME, Jan 8:
After missing one
chance this week
to put some dis-
tance between
- themselves and
the rest of the Italian First
Division, AC Milan will get
another on Sunday, reports AP,
Sunday's 18th-round match

 against Lecce provides the Red

and Black with a second chance
in four days to embark 6n the
kind of domination that enabled

them to cruise through the later

-stages of last season's cam-
paign.

‘This year is completely dif-
ferent from last year," cautions
coach Fabio Capello. "Just take
a look at the standings.”

Last year at this same time,
Milan had 31 points, eight more
than their closest pursuer —
Inter, 11 mere than Atalanta
and 12 more than Sampdoria,
Juventus and Lazio.

This year, however, they
have only 25 points (10-5-1)
and are only three ahead of
Juventus and Sampdoria —
four in front of Parma. The
three is only because of a 0-0
draw with lowly Udinese on
Thursday in a makeup game
from December, when Milan

wenl to.Tokyo to lose to Sao
Paulo in the Toyota
(Intercontinental) Cup.

"Unfurtunhtclﬁ. the pace of
our opponents has picked up
this year.” Capello said. "It's not
just Inter now, but a_ whole
crowd of determined, convinced
adversaries.”

Still, they are chasing a
Milan machine not likely to
break down:

“Let’s just come out and say
it,” said Brian Laudrup, Milan's
Danish midfielder. "Against
Lecce we've got a great chance
toreally take off."

Especially since Sampdoria,
a 1-0 winner over Inter in a
first-leg Italian Cup quarterfinal

on Thursday, hosts Napoli. Led .
the Uruguayan striker:

by
Daniel Fonseca, Napoli also still
have a chance at the title.

. Likewise, Juventus and
Roberto Baggio are at Cemo-
nese, who are only eight points
back. . .
Parma have the best chance
to keep pace with Milan when
they host Udinese on Sunday.
Coming off a 1-1 tie at Piacenza
last week, Parma returned to
form Wednesday by routing
Foggia 3-0 in iheir Italian Cup
match. .

.on Reggiana. Sh

aim to rev themselves 115

Colombian, striker Faustino
Asprilla helped Parma by finally
ending a long scoreless streak
and assisting on the other two
goals — by Tomas Brolin an
Alessandro Meli. '

A strong second half by
Asprilla could see Parma's
dream of winning this first
"scudetto” come true.

"He is the best striker in the
world,” teammate Luigi Apolloni
said. "If he starts g more
generously with the rest of the
team, then there's no doubt
Parma can fly high "

Meanwhile, troubled Inter
travels to Reggio Emilia to take
ked by his
squad's 2-]1 upset to Atalanta
last week, team owner Ernesto

‘Pellegrini interrupted a vacation

in Kenya on Tuesday and flew -

back to Milan. He chided the
squad for playing without emo-
tion. '

In what should be a gritty
match at Foggia, Lazio will once
again be without injured striker
Giuseppe Signori and English
midfielder Paul Gascoigne. .

In other matches Sunday,
Atlanta play at Cagliari: Roma
welcome Genoa; and Placenza
play at Torino. :
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MUNICH, Germ-
any, Jan 8: Some
3,000 fans turned

many’'s former na-

tional team coach
Franz Beckenbauer take charge

-of his first training session at
Bayern Munich on Friday,
reports Reuter. :

Daily training sessions at
Bayern's Saebenerstrasse Com-
plex regularly attract a few
hundred fans but Friday's at®
tendance was a record. '

The crowd, which included a
large contingent of children,
watched the team do Warm-up
exercises and applauded goals

| during a practice match.

Beckenbauer, who has taken
over from Erich Ribbeck until
the.end of the season, gave no
long sermons to the team who
made a disappointing exit from
the UEFA Cup this season after
defeat by English Premier
League Norwich City.

‘I'm only interested in the
German Championship," the
1974 World Cup-winning cap-
tain fold his players. "The UEFA
Cup is a competition for the
also-rans.”

"The speech was short. We
were used to longer ones,” mid-
fielder Mehmet Scholl sajd.

Germany captain Lothar
Matthaeus missed the session
because of his marriage to
former Miss Switzerland Lolita
Morena,

Matthaeus has been given

out to watch Ger-

extra time off with other na-
tional team players Thomas
Helmer and Christian Ziege
after their December tour to the
US and Mexico. .
Bayern are hunting for a

new coach for next season and .

are interested in Monaco trainer
Arsene Wenger, although the
Frenchman's present contract is
not due to end until 1995,

Karlsruhé's Winfried Schaefer is

also in the running,

Beckenbauer already has -

Participmnis i the Sl stases .
the chess room of the National Sports Council (NSC) yesterday.

‘Kaiser’ gets down to business

one potentially tricky problem.
Karlsruhe goalkeeper Oliver
Kahn, who is making a late bid
or a place in the German
for this year's World Cup finals,
has agreed to join Bayern for

ﬁq million marks (2.75 million
ollar

next season in the
Bundesliga's . biggest ever
transfer for a : -
The signing puts established
goalkeeper Raimond Aumann, a
member of Beckenbauer's 1990
World Cup winning squad, in
an awkward tion.
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SYDNEY. Jan 8: Kepler
Wessels has offered to give up
the captaincy of South Africa in
favour of his deputy Hansie

Cronje, reports Reuter,

at any time,” Wessels, 36, iold
reporters on Friday.

Cronje took as caretaker
captain during South Africa's
thrilling five-run victory in the
second Test against Australia
on Thursday.

He orchestrated his coun-
try’s first win at the Sydney
Cricket Ground, the tour-
ing team a 1-0 lead in the three-
Test series, afier Wessels broke
his while flelding.

“l "have no qualms about
playing under Hansie as cap-
tain, no problem at all.” Wessels
said.
‘1 am at the peoint of my ca-
reer where, if it has to finish. |
feel | would have achieved what
I set out to do.

“l am very pleased with the
way the teamm has come to-
gether,” he added.

Wessels said he would be
pleased to concentrate on bat-
ting if the selectors chose him
for the return, three-Test series
against Australia starting in
South Africa next month.

Walker leaves
Norwich

in the cold

NORWICH, England, Jan 8:
Mike Walker made a stormy exit
from Nerwich City Friday in-
tending to take over as manager
of struggling Everton, reports
AP :

After Norwich twice refused
Everton permission to
with Walker, he quit as man-
ager of the high-riding eastern
English club and immediately
travelled to the north to have
talks with the Merseyside team.

Everton said they would
make ari announcement later in
the day.

Norwich boss Robert Chase
accused Everton of luring
Walker away and said he would
make an official complaint to
the Feotball Association.

"We feel Everton have effec-
tively induced Mike Walker to
take this action,” Chase said.

Walker had been a major
force behind Norwich's rise from
the lower reaches of the divi-
sion. Last season, it finished
third in the Premier and
qualified for the UEFA Cup,
beating Bayern Munich before
tumbling to Inter Milan.

Fiery flight

HOBART, Jan 8: Australian

Test cricket star Steve Waugh

left the field during a Sheffield
Shield match here on Saturday
when he received news that his
Sydney home was being threat-
ened by bushfires engulfing the
city, reports AFP,

Waugh. captaining New
South Wales in their Sheffield
Shield match against Tasmania_

L

He booked himself on an
evening flight to Sydney.

But Waugh later returned to
the ground after phoning his
wife, Lynette, and learning the
fire crisis around their home
had subsided.

NSW team manager John
Wilson said fire had spread
through the perimeters of the
Waugh residence, but had not

Rakib dislodged
- Sports Reporter
Mahfuzur Rahman Imon
displaced favourite Abdullah Al
Rakib at the top of the points
table as the youngster from

Magura captured the top slot at
the end of the sixth round of

 the 14th national sub-junior

chess championship at the
chess room of the National
Sports Couneil, yesterday.

Imon beat Rakib to up his
tally to five and half a points.

Four players with fivé points
each were in the second posi-
tion. The members of the quar-
tet are Rakib, Hossain Arif, Tipu
Sultan and Enamul Hossain
Rajeeb.

Debraj Chatterjee and
Monowar Noor have collected
four and half a points for

apiece.

to take over

BRISBANE. Jan B

reports Reuter.
After smashing a brilHant

70, Caimmns grabbed the vital
wicket of Peter Kirsten for 97 as

t the South African mounted a
brave bid to win a game inter-.

rupted by rain.

torrential rain halted their in-
nings on 19 for no wicket with
just five overs bowled.

When play resumed 70 min-
utes later, they needed to score
another 210 runs off the re-
maining 34 overs.

South African captain
Hansie Cronje bemoaned his
luck, having sent New Zealand
in to bat ih perfect batting con-
ditions.

"We certainly didn't need it
(the rain interruption) to hap-
pen as we desperately needed to
win this match.”" he told re-
porters afterwards.

The defeat leaves South
Africa in last place in the trian-
gular tournament with just
three points from five games.

Australia, who head the
table with six peints from four,
take on second-placed New

in Brisbane on Sunday.
The Kiwis have five points from
five games.

Cairns transformed the game
for New Zealand, who were reel-
ing at 86 for five at one stage.

He smashed his highest
score in international one-day
cricket in a crucial fifth-wicket
partnership with Shane
Thomson, who made 68.

The pair added 11} runs
from just 16 overs to give the
New Zealand bowlers a credibile
target to defend. It was also
Thomson's highest one-day
score for his country.

"Chris and Shane did a mar-
vellous job for us. They lofted
the ball into the gaps with great
intelligence.” said New Zealand
captain Ken Rutherford, who
admitted the break for rain
helped his side's cause. -

The defeat was a cruel blow
for Kirsten who narrowly
missed

The veteran batsman was
summoned from home to re-
pPlace Test captain Kepler
Wessels who broke his finger

‘while fielding during South

Africa’s thrilling five-run victory
against Austradia in the second
Test on Thursday.

Kirsten appeared to pull a

muscle in his leg early on and
was forced to bat with a runner
for most of his stay at the
Credase.

Despite the defeat. South
Africa were encouraged by the
return of pace bowler Brian
McMillan, who took two wickets
after being sidelined for the past
four weeks with a knee injury.

SCOREBOARD .

Scoreboard in the World
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Cairns checks SA run chase

Series Cup limited overs match Green. 4
between South Africa and New

Zealand today:

- NEW ZEALAND:
B Young ¢ Cullinan b
McMillan

R Latham ¢ McMillan b

11

28

Bowling [+ ] R w
Donald 8 3B 2
De Villiers 10 40 0
McMillan 10 % 2
Matthews 10 e . 1
Symcox 7 2 0
Cronje 5 > 1

of 97
in

grounded pull shot during his sterling
while Zelanian keeper Tony Blain takes evasive action
the South Africa-New Zealand World Series Cup one-

knock

dnnr:ttlanhh-inBrilh-myuterdlr.Ahhwch Kirsten
more than fulfilled the expectations as a flown-in

replacement of injured captain Wessels, his side

match by ten runs.

A Jones c Kirsten b Matthews 9
Rutbliﬂlill:m 1

el

s
. 3

[

5

CHRIS CAIRNS . 70
‘M Greatbatch ¢ Rhodes

b Donald 21
S Thomson ¢ Donald b

Cronje 68
€ Cairmms run out 70
T Blain not out 36
G Larsen not out 6
Extra : (1b-2, w-2, nb-2) 6
Total : (for seven
wickets, 50 overs) 256

Fall of wickets : 1-33; 2-47:
3-52; 4-55; 5-86; 6-197; 7-221.
Did not bat: C Pringle, R de

lost the
~ — AFP photo
SOUTH AFRICA:

A Hudson ¢ Thomson b
Pringle * 14
P Kirsten c Jones b Cairns 97
E Stewart c and b Thomson 19

H Cronje ¢ Greatbatch
b Thomson 19

D Cullinan ¢ Greatbatch
b De Groen a7
J Rhodes c Blain b Cairns 21
B McMillan b Pringle ]
P Symcox net out 4

C Matthews ¢ Latham b
~ Pringle 1
F De Villiers not out R
i 8 : (Ib-4; w-2; nb-1) | ¢
-Tﬂl'r_fh'ﬂﬂlt : e
wickets, 39 overs) 219

Fall of wickets : 1-24; 2-62:
3-96; 4-181; 5-207: 6-213; 7-
215; 8-217.

Did not bat- A Donald

Bowling : O M R W

- Pringle 8 1 38 .3
Cairns 8 1 44 2
De Grogn 7 0 41 1
Thomson 6° 0 38 2
Larsen 8 0 42 o0
Latham 12 0.

STAND

Standings in the World
Series Cup triangular tourna-
ment after New Zealand de- .
feated South Africa today
(tabulate under played, won.
lost, no result, points):

Australia 4 3 1 - 6
NewZealand 5 2 2 1 5
SouthAfrica 5 1 3 1 3

[

Series

Boon is raring to go

BRISBANE, Jan 8;
Australian - bats-
man David Boon
is” eagerly anti-
cipating renewing
his  partnership
with Mark Taylor at the top of
the order in.Sunday's World
Cup cricket match
against South Africa, reports
AP :

The pair opened the
Australian batting during last
year's World Series, with Boon
also having almost 100 one-day
internationals partnering former
vice-captain Geoff Marsh.

With openers Michael Slater
and Matthew Hayden dropped
from the Australian one-day-
side, selectors will choose be-
tween Boon and No 4 Mark
Waugh as to who will face the

T new 1.

"l don't mind it." said Boon
when asked about the opening

........

e
¥

onship on the sixth day at
— Star photo

role. "I have done it quite regu-
larly with Swampy (Marsh) so
I'm familiar with the pesition
and look forward to it."

Boon and Marsh former one
of Australia's best opening
partnerships in the one-day
game with Taylor looking to
play a similar role to Marsh. in
the 50-over format.

Bopn said he and Marsh
often set the plan as scoring 50
from the first 15 overs and 100
from 25 overs — a plan he
hopes he can maintain on
Sunday.

"We set ourselves something
to keep in mind but sometimes
when you open, scoring de-
pends on the bowling and how
well you are hitting them,” he
said.

"If you are putting away the
bad balls all the time the
tempo's right up but there was
never any set plan that | was
the designated hitter and he
was the anchor.

"On a lot of nights we would

- swap it around and | would find

the ones and he would get the
strike or alternatively we would
turn it around.”

Recalled Victorian state cap-
tain Dean Janes will fill the No
3 role he vacated two years ago,
leaving Waugh at four, Damien
Martyn at five and captain Allan

Border at six.

On a flat Gabba wicket
Australia is set to rest-leg-spin-
ner Shane Warne before
Tuesday s game against New
Zealand at the turmning Sydney
Cricket Ground and play off
spinner Tim May.

Australia: Mark Tavylor,
David Boon, Dean Jones. Mark
Waugh, Damien Martyn. Allan
Border (captain), lan Healy,
Paul Reiffe], Craig McDermott,
Tim May, Glenn McGrath,
Shane Warne (12th man to be
named).

;
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Now it's 'glove
’
stopped play

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Jan 8:
It was a case of "glove stopped
play” in the West Indies
Red Stripe Cup cricket match
between Jamaica and Guyana
on Friday, reports Reuter.

A groundsman using the
heavy roller prior to the start of
the four-day match failed to
notice he had dropped a glove
and rolled it into the pitch,
causing a hand-sized indent.

The start was delayed for
half an hour while the pitch was
repaired.

Kasparov
awarded

MOSCOW, Jan 8: President
Boris Yeltsin on Saturday
awarded world chess champion
Garri Kasparov with the
Russian Order of Friendship,
reports AP. :

Yeltsin signed a decree giving
Kasparov the award for his out-
standing sports achievements

and contribution to the art of
chess playing, the ItariTass
news agency said,

~ Kasparov successfully de-
fended his title last October in a
match against England’s Nigel
Short, the fourth time he beat
back challenges to his world ti-
tle since he won it from his arch
foe, Anatoly Karpov, in 1985,

Matthaeus ties
the knot

BOLE, Switegerland, Jan 8:
Lothar Matthaeus, captain of
the German national soceer
leam on Friday married his
longtime companion Lolita Mor- {
ena, a former Miss Switzeriand
and now a television presenter,

reporis AFP.

The couple. who have a
child, were married in the Town
Hall at Beole in western
Switzerland, Morena's heme

village



