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Government has recently
upgraded the post of Sub-
Registrar under the Regist-
ration t from Class- ¢
I to Class-1 status with
immegdiate effect. This posl
has been upgraded with the
approval of the Establishment
Ministry, Finance Ministry.
NICAR and Bangladesh Public
Service Commission, said an
official announcement yester-

day. reports UNB. |
CU closed Jan 10

CHITTAGONG, Jan 8: The
classes and offices of the
University of Chittagong will
remain closed on January 10
on the eccasion of Shab-e-
Meraj. a university press re
lease said here today. reports
BSS.

Hason festival ends
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan B: The week
long ‘Hason Folk Festival came
to an end in Sunamganj town
last night. Thousands of en
thusiastic people were preseni
in the concluding functioms.
The concluding day's discus-
sion was addressed by Suranjit
Sengupta, MP. Nazir Hossain,
MP, Abdul Majid. MFP, former
minister Dewan Farid Gazi,
Hasanul Haq Inu, Mainuddin
Khan Badal, Hasan Shahriar
poet Assad Chowdhuty.
Moshtagque Qureshi. chairman.
Sunamganj pourashava. mem
ber-secretary of the festival
committee Dewan Mommu]
Moujdin, and Deputy Commis-
stoner Md Kamal Uddin
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STOL air service

in Khulna soon

KHULNA, Jan 8: The gov-
ernment plans tg introduce
Short Take Off and Landing
(STOL) air service to Khulna.
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman, Planning
Minister Moyeen Khan. Air
Force chief Air Vice Marshal
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury and
high officials of Civil Aviation
Authority today visited the

runway site at Digraj 38 km
off the town on the Khulna-

Mongla road. reports UNB

place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD SEA

us and you will love BA
RESTAURANT more than ever before.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE V. M. C. A NASIRABAD
CHITTAGONG, TEL : 226803, FAX : (880) (31) 225258

VOL. 1II NO. 347 REGD. NO. DA 781

Please try
THAI

i
" | i

Privatisation Board stt
15 public sector units to|
be sold this month

In a bid to accelérate the
floundering privatisation drive,
the government has recently re-
constituted the Privatisalion
Board, giving it greater auton-

"i"!';r: Board now has been
given a separate budget and
the power to independently deal

with all-privatisation matters.”

said a top official of jhe
Privatisation Board. formed
under a government directive
in March, 1992. “We are work-
ing in full swing now and we are
about to finalise the privatisa-
tion of 15 public sector units
within this month,” he added.
To attract more private in-
vestors the Board, meanwhile,

@he Ba

PAUSH 26 1400 BS,

By S Y Bakht

has lowered the amount of the
minimum bid money from five
per cent of the quoted value lo
2.5 per cent and has also with-
drawn the condition reguiring
the new private owners Lo re-
tain all employees of the di
vested units for a period* of at
least one year, :

A World Bank-funded tech-
nical assistance project of about
Tk 10 crore for the Privatisation
Board .has al$o been recently
approved by the Planning
Ministry.

However, one government
source pointed out that the
Board is still facing problems
with the valuation of the units
to be divested, labour militancy

DHAKA SUNDAY

engthened

in targeted units, opposition
from some of the line ministries
and inadequate response from
private investors.

Under the new changes in-
stituted late last month, the
Privatisation Board has now
been placed directly under the
high-powered Council Comimi-
{{tee on Finance and Economic
Affairs in the Cabinet Division
under the Prime Minister's
office. 1t was earlier placed
under the Planning Ministry
and all initiatives had to be
approved by the ECNEC.

The recent changes come
after repeated prodding from
the donor community, speciaily

See Page 12 Col 3
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| Code of conduct

for forex

dealers soon

. By Staff Correspondent
‘Governor of the Bangladesh
Bank Khorshed Alam Saturday
stressed the need for training
up the foreign exchange dealers
of the country to make the forex

market competitive and vibrant. -

The governor was speaking
as the chigf guest at the open-
ing ceremony of a two-day sem-
inar on Fundamentals of
Treasury Operations organised
by the American Express Bank
Ltd (AMEX]) at Hotel Purbani.

Alam said the functioning of
individual forex dealing rooms
should be improved and the
Bangladesh Bank will soon for-
mulate a code of conduct for the
forex dealers.

Ahsanul Haque. Managing
Director of Sonali Bank and
chairman of the Bangladesh
Foreign Exchange Dealers
Association (BAFEDA), speaking
on the occasion, said that in the

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Tk 240 cr to be released

RA AB 26, 1414 HIJRI

for JMB work soon

The government will release
Tk 240 crore, equivalent to 60
million US dollars, shortly to
initiate work of the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge (JMB)
project without delay. reports
UNB.

The money is being provided
as necessary Initial financing,
pending finalisation of the loan
agreements with the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank
and Japan — three co-financier
of the multimillion dollar pro-
ject — in view of importance of
the bridge over the Jamuna
river that cut the country into
two halves. :

This was decided at a high-
level inter-ministerial review
meeting on the JMB held here
yesterday with Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman in the chair.

The meeting noted with sat-
isfaction that negotiations on
credit agreements with the WB
concluded successfully and that

with the ADB would be held
here January 12-14.

Credit agreements with
World Bank and ADB are ex-
pected to be signed very soon.
The signing of exchange of
notes and the loan agreement
with Japan, the other co-fi-
nancier of the project. is also
expected soon,

The meeting was informed
that stages were set to initiate
the JMB project work, and all
parties, including all agencies of

the governmenti, are in close

contact with one another for
expeditious finalisation of all
components of the project.

Finance Secretary M
Nasimuddin Ahmed, ERD
Secretary M Lutfullahil Majid,
Chairman of NBR Akbar Ali
Khan, Executive Director of
JMB Muhammad Ali and
Secretary, Roads, Rezaul Hayat

were present in the meeting,

Supporters of Jatiya Party mayor candidates Col (retd) Abdul Malek, whose election symbol is
the umbrella, (top) and Manzurul Ahsan Khan of the 10-party alliance (above) with his symbol
the wheel staged rallies in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

City polls
candidates
come out
in the open
By Staff Correspondent.

Official campaigning for the
January 30 city corporation
elections in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna and Rajshahi began yes-
terday.

Supporters of the mayor
and commissioner candidates
in all the four cities took to the
streets carrying poll symbols,
placards and banners, seeking
voles.

Nearly 30 lakh voters are
expected to exercise their
franchise to elect four mayors
and 144 commissioners in the
country's first-ever direct bal-
loting in the four metropolitan
cities.

In the capital, the Left-par-
ties alliance candidate for the
anurahi_p ltl_inxurui Ahsan
through a public rally at
Purana Paltan crossing in the
.afternoon.

Other candidates, backed by
the major political parties, are

. scheduled to address their

opening public rallies today
and tomorrow,

The ruling BNP and the
Jamaat-e-Islami are due to
hold separate rallies in the city
to project their candidates for
the mayoral posts today while
the Awami League will project
its candidate at a public meet-
ing marking the "home-coming
day of Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman tomorrow. -
However, the Jatiya Party

yesterday cancelled its inaugu-
ral projection rally, scheduled
for this afternoon.

Supporters of the mayoral
candidates and the ward

See Page 12 Col 7

The production of the
Khulna Newsprint Mills (KNM)
has declined by almost 50 per
cent due to deteriorating law
and order situation in the log-
ging zone of the Mills in the
Sundarbans, official sources
said

As a result. the newspaper -

industry has been aflected fol-
lowing the increase in the
market price of per ton
newsprint o around Tk
25,000 from the usual price of
between Tk 21.500 and
22 000.

According to a top official of
the Bangladesh Chemical
industries Corporation (BCIC).

By Sharier Khan

dacoits have been lerrorising
people in the logging area at
Bashiangara aleng the river
Pashur and most of the labour
ers have been refusing to go
there for the last few weeks.
As a result. the extraction of
raw malterial — the gewa wood
— has fallen by 50 per cent
from 13,000 cubic feet a day
and the Haily KNM production
has consequently declined to
8O B3 meiric ton (MT] from
140 MT." he said |
With newsprint becoming
scarce in the markets some

newspapers were compelled to
drop some of their regular

pages.

Thugs reign in KNM logging zone

“The KNM could have main-
tained the steady supply to the
newspapers by utllising its
stock. But that has not been
done due to mismanagement,”
the sources added.

The BCIC, however, has in-
structed the KNM to restore
the newsprint supply to the
newspapers according to their

The KNM was established
to feed the newspaper industry
of the country. It produces
around 47,000 MT newsprint
annually of which the newspa-
pers consume around 30.000
MT The rest is bought by dif-

See Page 12 Col 5

~Interview with CCC mayoral candidates

Ctg will be commercial capital : Mohiuddin

CHITTAGONG Jan B The
Awami League nominee for the
January 30 mayoral election
here, A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury pledged 10 make
efforts for developing all eco-
nomic infrastructures to turn
Chittagong city into the co-
mmercial capital of the
country

Mohiuddin said “If elected. |
will take steps to create an envi
ronment favourable for busi-
ness activites in Chittagong
city in a bid to check the trend
of business-migration from
here to Dhaka [ will also keep a
vigil to foll any conspiracy by
any vested quarters o cripple
this port city’s economic impor
tance.”

in an interview with The
Daily Star at his office flanked
by many others of his party

colleagues. the general secre-

From Nurul Alam

Mohiuddin Chowdhury
tary of the city AL here said in

the past. because ol the ab-
senice of pragmatic policies and
steps most of the frade from
this commerrial oty was not

conceritrated in Dhaka. making
Chittagong a ‘desert
Mohiuddin remarked that
Chittagong was neglected and
subjecied to step-motherty atti-

tude by the governments in the '

past which resulted in the
hackwardness of most of the ar-
eas under the Chittagong City
Corporation.

“Mosl of the 41 wards under
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) still Temain undeveloped
and uncultured. like the remote
vilages Those who became
mayors of CCC only served their
own purposes instead of im-
proving the lot of the city
dwellers ~ Mohiuddin also re-
marked

“Besides some incompetent
people were picked up in the
administration from Chittagong
as mayors and ministers who

Ser Page 12 Col B
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Candidates asked
to submait
statements
on assets

Candidates contesting the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
elections have been requested
to submit statements on their
sources of income, property, ac-
counts of annual income and
expendifure and other sources
of funds, if any. to the returning
officers by January 12 under
Election Rules of the DCC, an
Election Commission press re-
lease said, reports BSS,

If the candidates are income
tax payees, they have to furnish
a copy of their latest income Lax

See Page 12 Col 7

Police refusing to
accept GD,

alleges Manzur

By Staff Correspondent

Mayoral candidate of the left
party alllance Manzurul Ahsan
Khan yesterday alleged that 15
police stations in the city have
refused to accept his G entries
on violation of election rufks.

The Sutrapur Kotwall,
Sabujbagh. Motijheel. Tejgaon
and Gulshan thanas refused o
give me their signature, date.
time and GD number while the
Mohammadpur. Dhanmaondi,
Ramna. Cantonment, Mirpur
and Uttara thanas accepted my
etter of complaint but refused
t6 give me the GD number, he
said.

In a press release. the left
party. aliance candidate said,
the police officials of these
thanas had told him that they
not give him the . GD
number without the permission
from the higher authorities

Ser MPage 12 Col 2

Govt wants skilled police
 force for rule of law

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday inaugu-
rated the ‘Police Week '94° with
assurance that her government
intends to build a skilled police
force that can play its due role
in establishing rule of law in the
country, reports UNB.

“Training
suiting the needs of the time
have been made to modernise
the police force,” she sald ad-
dressing the inaugural parade
at Rajarbag Police Line in the
morning.

The Prime Minister, escorted
by mounted policemen in a cer-
emonial reception on her arrival
at the parade ground, was re-

| ceived by Home Minister Abdul

Matin Chowdhury and
Inspector General of Police A S
M Shahjahan.

Begum Zia reviewed the pa-
rade took salute of vontin-
gents trawn from metropolitan
police. armned police battalion,
traffic police and female police.

At the function, the Prime
Minister decorated seven po-
licemen, two posthumously,
with the 'Bangladesh Police
Medal' and 18 others with the
‘President Police Medal’ for gal-
lantry.

Ministers, MPs, diplomats,
chiefs of Army and Air Force
and sendor civil, police and mili-
tary officials were present at the
inaugural parade.

. Lauding the activities of the
police force during the last year,
including successful raids
against terrorists, recovery of
illegal arms and unearthing
spurious medicine factories, the
Primme Minister said the people
expected much more from
them.

“Members of the police force
have to play a more people-ori-

arrangements

_ with the occupation

ented role.” she said.

Mentioning the setting up of
a new staff college for police,
upgradation of training pro-
gramme at the Sardah Police
Academy and other regional
training centres and expansion
of facilities, Begum Zia hoped
that they would utilise the fa-
cilities properly in providing
more security to public life in
future. v =

“Impartiality, transparency
and acceuntability are neces-
sary to properly perform this
responsibility,” she said, asking
the members of the force to go
nearer to the people.

The Prime Minister recalled
the role of police force in the
War of Liberation and men-
tioned the first confrontation
- ape forces at

arb ce Line.
-

-
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Hons seat

By Masud Anif

As many as 14 students will
compete for each Honours seat
of Dhaka University for the
session 1993-94.

About 51,983 candidates
have applied for 3,737 of first
year Honours seats this year,
according to DU sources.

Last year some 47 012 stu-
dents applied for 3,727 seats
and the ratio was 13:1 while it
was 12:1 in the previous year.

Sales and acceptance of ap-
plication forms- for admission
ended yesterday (Saturday).

Sec Page 12 Col 2

Prokrichi plans 3-day
strike from Jan 11

By Nurul Kabir

The mon-administrative gov-
ernment officials including the
engineers and agriculturists are
likely to go on a three-day
strike from January 11. The
ddMors have already announ-
ced an indefinite work-sto-

from the same date to
press home their demands.

The non-administrative civil

servants and the professionals
including the engineers, agri-
culturists and doctors
(Prokrichi) have been agitating
since February last year to re-
alise their 17-point demands for
administrative reforms in gen-

eral while the doctors are
struggling to realise a 21-point
set of demands of their own.

Meanwhile, a meeting be-
tween the government and the

Medical Association
(BMA), held yesterday after-
noon, failed to approach a pos-
sible way to avert the strike
threat of the doctors.

Health Minister Kamal Ibne
Yusuf, Health Secretary Sha-
meem Ahmed and Director
General of the Health Direc-
torate Professor Nurunnabi
represented the government

See Page 12 Col 7

————

BCCI scandal

Ailing Abedi asked to

ABU DHABI. Jan 8 The
Criminal Court on Saturday
ordered the ailing founder of
the collapsed Bank of Credit
and Commerce International
to appear for trial with co-de-
fendants facing sundry charges
in one of the worlds most
largest banking scandals. re
ports AP

Agha Hasan Abedi. in his
mid-70s, lives in his native
Pakistan and is bedridden with
paralysis. He is the only one al
large among |3 former BCCI
officers whao have been on trial
at the Abu Dhabi Criminal
Court since Oct 9

The summons, signed by
judge Shihab Al -Rahman, was
published as an adverlisement
in local newspapers Saturday

It ordered Abed! 1o appear

face trial Jan 22

for a Jan 22 hearing. the
fourth in the case brought
against the defendants by
members of Abu Dhabi s ruling
Al Nahyan family, BCCl's major
ity shareholders

It referred to 'the losses
and damages suftered by the
shareholders as a result of the

criminal acts committed by
Abedi

The lnited Arab Emirates
and Pakistan have no exiradi

tion treaty and Abedi repul
edly ts an influential personal

ity in Pakistan and could block
any action the governmenl
there might contemplate
against himn

The other detendants
stainding tnal here were senlor
oflicers of the bank which cols
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Police-NDP
gunbattle:

4 arrested

From Staff Correspondent -
CHITTAGONG, Jan 8: Police
in a predawn swoop today ar-
rested four National Democratic
Party (NDP) activists from a

"hideowt in hilly area of Raozan

thana following a gunfight for
several hours.

Md Iskander. alleged chief of
'Iskainder-Bahini’ and Bidhan
Barua were held with bullet
wounds and the other two were
identifled as Fazal Amin and Md
Rafiq.

Police recovered two rifles
arid 66 bullets from their pos-
SESSion.

Police said the NDP activists
fired over 2000 rounds of bul-
lets during the battle from their
hideout at Bedbedi under
Kachupara.

Many NDP activists fled into
deep forest.

Earlier, on Friday ’
an AL leader of Raozan thana'
named Nihar Kanti Biswas alias
Mintu Biswas, 50, was gunned
down by unidentified assailants
at Fakirhat Bazar near the
thana office, police said.

Mintu was in a tea stall dur-
ing the attack.

AL leaders blamed the ac-
tivists, of NDP for killing Mintu
but NDP denied the charge.

Housewife shot
dead by BSF

FENI, Jan 8: Villagers demo-
nstrated against the killing of a
housewife in firing by Indian
Border Security Force (BSF)
when her body was brought to
her village from hospital for
burial today, reports UNB.

Dhanbia, 40, wife of one All
Ahmed of village Baurpathar in
Parshuram thana, was hil by a
bullet when the BSF fired on
the Bangladesh Rifles at nearby
Muhurirchar at about 11:00 am

on Friday.

. BDR sources said the BSF
men opened fire without provo-
cation, triggering an encounter
that anhowr, -

" The  delousitators  de-
manded immediate measures to
stop the recurring shooting by
the Indian border guards over a
dispute on the frontier land-.

Bangladesh Rifles’ 7 Ba-
ttalion protested the firing to
the Bilonia unit of the BSF, but
they were yet to respond.

Meanwhile, about 2,000
people of Nizkalikapur and
Dakkhin Kaotali villages are
passing days in grave cohcern
and have dug trenches to pro-
tect themselves from the cross-

They could not harvest their
crops due to mounting tension
because of the border trouble.

The BSF first opened fire on
the Bangladeshi farmers at
Muhurirchar on November 27,
A flag, meeting was held on
Novemnber 29 between the BDR
and the BSF, but it did not yield
peace,

The Indian farmers tres-
passed into Muhufirchar on
October 13, and started tilling
the land for winter crops.

Reaz presents
credentials to
Ghali

Ambassador Reaz Rahman
presented his credentials to the
UUN Secretary General as the
newly accredited permanent
representative of Bangladesh to
the United Nations on Thurs-
day, reports UNB.

UN Secretary General Dr
Boutros Boutros-Ghali accepted
the credentials in a very simple
but warm ceremony, according
to a message received in Dhaka
yesterday.

Receiving the credentials, Dr
Boutros Ghali recalled his vari-
ous meetings with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
particularly during her visit to
the UN General Assembly last
Dctober.

He praised B’anﬂadcsh's role
and contribution to the peace-
keeping process. He also
praised its consisient support
to the United Nations and the
cause of multilaterism,

The Secretary General re-
quested the permanent repre-
sentalive to convey his warm
regards to the Prime Minister
and the Foreign Minister of
Bangladesh.

Aimnbassador Reaz Rahman,
in his brief statement on the oc-
rasion. realfirmed Bangladesh's
unequivocal commitment to the
purposes and principles of the
LIN charter

He also expressed the de-
termination ot Bangladesh to
play 4 constructive and active
role especially with the advent
ol a democratically elected gov-
ernnient i the couniry

(ihali also assured the per-
manent representative of all
help and support in the fulfill
inenit of his mission



