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Truckers should Keep
up the Spirit

Killer truck and its more famillar Bengali coun-
te t ghatak truck are coinages built with blood
and' death over decades. It is possibly one of the
most Irequently appearing terms printed in
newspapers with a sense of both shock and dis-
gust. As a truck roars by, the whole streetful of
pedestrians and other vehicles panic very visibly.
A truck is always a 'killer truck’ to all of them. But
a truck does not kill. It is more likely that its
driver kills. Because he is rarely to be found or
his employer, the owner of the vehicle, is hard to
be tracked and made to answer — the truck has
become the killer. Which is a way of getting ad-
Justed with the horrific reality of truck deaths.

In a very welcome move the owners of trucks
and those who work and run them — truckers. to
include all—have in a demonsitration on Wednes-
day taken their side of the story to people at large.
They have, we are grateful. come out of a kind of
facelessness and emerged as real people that can
be talked to. Although a bit strange, this has been
a very exceptionally rare case where the employers
and the employees have joined hands to say to
the people: it is neither the truck nor the driver
that kills, it is indeed the situation that kills, a
situation exacerbated by pervading eorruption at
the police and Road Transport Authority level,

ey have, albeit under pressure of express
public impatience with trucks, made the entire
uestion of trucking open to scrutiny and in so
m come up with a series of weighty points
meriting attention. Stopping of police harassment
of drivers for bribes, construction of bypasses for
inter-district truck routes, setting up of institu-
tions by government to improve the drivers’
skills, stopping issuance of fake and false driving
licences by corrupt government officials, exten-
sive media cove of traffic rules and stoppin
overloading of buses are some of their demands -
that need immediate implementation for an early
improvement in not only the truck related acci-
dent situation but of the whole road traffic scene.

Perhaps the best that the truckers' rally has
done is to endorse The Daily Star view that most
road deaths are hardly accidents. What say in
effect is implement their demands and road death
tolls would come down. True enough. But that is
not the whole of the thrigs that needs must be
done to achieve accident-free roads. The truckers
have their role — a very big role — to play in that.
Perhaps it is not for them to enumerate those
although the whole society is aware of the same.

Do not the truckers overload? Don't they speed
beyond what is good for all other road users? And
do it all along from. turning on the machine to
putting it off? Isn't there corruption in trucking
too? is responsible for all the drivers e
a lot on the side — and most of them going for
unhealthy styles of life resuiting in a spurt in road
insecurity? ~

If anything has indeed developed in the
decades after the exit of the British, it is roads
and buildings. Roads rather than rivers have be-
come the main artery,of our economic life. It is
- trucks .that keep the blood running through that
artery. There is no way to overemphasise the
contribution of the truckers to our economic sur-
vival. They must themselves be sensible enough
first in order to drive sense into a corrupt and
amorphous machine called government. The first

ression of truckers coming to reason out
‘has been the rally. Please keep it up.

A Loss to Literature
~and Music

It is-a long time since our great men of letters
were also great as men of music. Tagore and
Nazrul héaded a quintet with Atu prasad,
Rajanikanto and Dwijendra Lal the like of which
hasn't quite a parallel in human history. Our dear
‘and very own Sucharit Choudhury was a distant
echo of their achievements — playing the flute to
the delights of classical connoisseurs and wTi
delectably with panache to enrich almost all the

nres ol our literature. And He s no more. He

reathed his last on Wednesday at his
' n, Chittagong home. - : :

‘That he composed about 25 hundred songs and
‘wrote as many as 32 plays were facts eclipsed by
his short stories which {;ruught him Earﬁrsefame
before even he was twenty and won him the
Bangla Academy Award later on. Sucharit also
wrote novels but was more famously associated
with the founding and running of literary and en-
tertainment journals. His céllaboration with
Mahbubul Alam in the inception of 'Simanta’ and
with Ruhul Amin Nizami in the ?ublicatinn of
‘Udayan’ was singularly respomsible for putting
Chitta‘gnn;:hg ahead of Dhaka as an example-setter
to be elled on. It is a wonder that this could
_ hed before the fifties — closely after
the partition of India from which East Bengal —
now desh — had hardly recovered.

Dying at 64 is rather premature for such pro-
lific workers of intellect and creativity. He was
. lately been writing prose, saturated with the nos-
algia of a mature mind of both knowledge and

, bri g a freshness of style rarely to be

now. rie was an illustrious son of a remark-

able man revered throughout the world of schol-
- amhlgonf East and West Be . But for the initia-

tion done by this valued collector of ancient and
folk manuscripts, Sucharit probably wouldn't
shapeéd into such a fine species of one given to
the life of music and: literature. Ashutosh
Choudhury should have been happy and satisfied
if he mﬂyrﬁnmv of his son's achievements.

Rahul Dev Burman died in Bombay the previous
day. We remember ‘him more because of his con-
nection to what was almost central to the unfold-
ing of Bengali culture in the second quarter of
this century, than his pre-eminence as a director
of film music in the subcontinent.
Kumar Sachin Dev Burman, a scion of the royal

of Tripura, was in fact a product of Comilla
culture. Triumphing in all aspects of music —
classical, folk and modern — and ruling over the
broadest spectrum of Bengali minds for decades,
he went to Bombay in his advanced years to do
the one ftem he had so far left untouched. He
started scoring music for films and soon over-
whelmed the subcontinent with the uality and
the pace of his production. He was 31& master.
Rahul took on from him as a relay-racer. That one
was a wunderkind only the other day should die
in the fullness of his creativity at 56 comes as a
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“We grieve at the 'ﬁssmg of Sucharit and send

t;:; sympathy to Asha Bhonsle, Rahul's celebrity
vife,

His father .

i

- Ailing Economy : Is Privatisation a Panacea?

NDUSTRIAL growth, altho-

ugh the government espou-

scs s0 much about a
breakthrough, has come to a
halt. It s revealed from a source
no other than the government
ftself that about 84 industrial
units including 22 textile mills,
13 jute mills and three garment
industries have been closed
down. Mogt depressing and

worrisome it may sound, but
the unofficial re puts jt that
57 textie mills been closed

down and these include 37 ot
of a total of 47 government-
owned ones. Trade and
business are also limping.
Normal trading and business
activities have been stalled
because of extortion spree let
loose by a new generation of
vandals and mastans,

Along with this another as-
pect, that has added a new di-
mension to the already festering
wound, is that the nation is
bracing for a demographic del-
uge. Bangladesh's population
growth rate of 2.1 7% translates
to an additional 2.4 million a
year in a country that can
hardly take care of 120 millton.
Coupled with these problems.
another depressing picture that
haunts the natfon is that nutri-
tional standards are so low
while unemployment, especially
in the metropolis and other
cities, is spawning dangerous
social tensions, strife and sec-
tarian clashes.

It is a fact that economic de-

pression and slump that
plagued the developing coun-
tries has sent ripples of pain to

all the underdeveloped coun-
tries like Bangladesh, India,
Burma, Afghanistan and Pak-
istan. The warning has come
from Japan which du the
last six years has hecnmu-: ar-
chitect of economic miracle in
South East Asia. It has invested
large sums in factories in
countries such as Thafland and
Malaysta and helped greatly to
boost their economy. Japan has
stopped making any fresh in-
vestment even in the USA caus-
ing a deep slump in the com-
nnrgmld and -estate pusi-
ness there.

Experienees of such a
gloomy state of affairs in all

HE Arab-lsrael peace
process, the price of oil
and militant Islam will
dominate the Middle East in
1994. '
Progress on all tracks of the
peace process is essential for
the Arabs, who can no longer
make war on Israel. The ab-
sence of progress will under-
.mine the credibility of both
the Palestine Liberation Organ-

" isation (PLO) and governments

negotiating from positions of

And as Palestine i{s at the
heart of the Arab dispute with
Israel, there can be no peace
without movement towards an
end to the Isracli occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza and
Palestinian self-determination.

There will be no peace un-
less Israel also undertakes to

- end_ its occupation of Syrian

and Lebanese territory so

- Arabs and Israelis can sign a

"comprehensive” agreement.

There must be enough
progress on the Palestinian
track for Palestinians living
under occupation to be freed
from the fron grip of the Is-
raeli army. - .

A Palestinian administration
must be installed in the occu-
pied territories and there
must be enough improvement
in the daily lives of residents of

- the Wes§ Bank and Gaza to
commit them to the self-rule -

accord negotiated in Oslo and
-signed  in Washington on
September 13.

For these developments to
take place Israel's coalition
government will have to im-
plement the withdrawal of its
troops from the Gaza Strip arid

~ the Jericho area by April 13, in .
* conformity with the Oslo ac-

cord, and begin the transfer of
-authority to a Palestinian gov-

erning body.

For the PLO to transform it-

sell from liberation movement
to govergment it will have to
establish  the promised
"National Authority" early ‘in
the new year and permit elec-
tions on or by July 13 in ac-

tions must bear the
address.

Senseless deeds
Sir, | am beginning to, won-

der whether conscience is
bidding farewell to the minds
of the people of Bangladesh as
they have started doing irra-
tional and_erratic things, un-
der whim, totally ignoring rea-
son and logic. For instance, on
15th November last a medical
student was killed by a truck.
Unfortunately, other angry
students chose damaging vehi-
cles randomly as an outburst of
their grief. Again, on 16th
November, many garment
workers, to retaliate an alleged
assault on their employer by
Customs “officials, did the in-
evitable thing — breaking the
glass doors of Zia International
Airport and damaging the ve-
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dilly-dallying everywhere. Be-

cause of the large scale fatlure
of public sector enterprises,
governments in the Third World
countries have been lured to
embark upon privatisation and
divestiture programme following

Margaret Thatcher's drive in
early 1985 to cure the ailing
econ of Britain. The drive
pﬂidmimMngly in Britain
because Britain enjoyed the ad-
vantage of well-established
capital markets, free trade rela-
tions with western industri-
alised economies and, most im-
portant of all, a stable democ-

The challepges confronting
the privatisafion programme
differ from country to country
because of the political and eco-
nomic situation prevailing in re-
spective areas. In Bangladesh
even when the government with
a democratic set-up sets sail for
new horizon with privatisation’
and free market economy, it
may face blistering llt:t:nz by
the adherents of socialistic
economy. But there is no
denying the fact that the situa-
tion in the industrial and eco-
nomic sector has assumed
alarming proportion because of
the sluggish growth of the state-
ownr;d enterprises caused by
inetlicient managers, unpro-
ductive workers and also gm_
rupt bureaucrats. Evidently this
has led to a sftuation calling
upon the government to go for
privatisation considered to be a
panacea for all the cataclysmic

Despite an initial setback, the new year beckons hope Jor the Arab
' the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
prices and the growth of militant Islam may be other dominant
s Service gazes into the crystal ball for the %unrld’s most volatile

Movement towards an end to
The continuing decline in oil
themes in 1994. Gemini New

region. -

by Md Asadullah
situations. problem 18 ve daunting, ft
But the cure we foresee, the nNeeds o be ressed to with

task we would like to embark
upon and the restruct and
reform we vouchsafe to
about may prove to be elusive.
Reasons are two-fold. Prospec-
tive entrepreneurs will like to
retain their own interest and at
the same time a sftuation
develop h-dt::’ to large
bl:llun:u the workers.
n basic necessities of
life are threatened, it is likely to
foment a erisis leading to an
explosive situation bringi
about tens of thousands ::T
people on the street and the
protest will ultimately light the

fuse of lawlessness and indisci-
pline.

Nevertheless, privatisation is
a worthy goal. Many of the
Third World countries embark-
ing on this course have reaped
]lhc benefit. Selling off the pub-
ic sector enterprises groant
under a debt-burden will enlbrz
the government to reduce pubilic
spending and allocate the
limited resources more

tively. Privatisation in Britain
paid ofl enormously than any-

where else. For example, earn-
ings at British Telecom rose by
11% a year since the company
was sold offl in 1984,

For economies under strain,
the disposal of publicly owned
companies will definitely usher
in an era of prosperity. But
while disposing it of, it has to be
scen rhost meticulously that
parties offering bids have if-
icant technical credentials to
complement their business.
Stydies in Japanese business
and industrial growth revealed
that 70% top management in
companies involved in technol-
ogy or manufacturing have
training and experience in both

" business and technology. Toy-

ota's chief executive o r, for
example,.is a world class engine
designer. In as much as the

all the tact and siill

Throwing money at the
moribund emterprises without
bringing about structural
and organisat reform was
no cure for the

motivation of workers, and in
absenice of proper incentive
was destined to dry up like a
drop of water on a hot stove.
Despite the fact that privati-
salion can work wonders In
shoring up the profound eco-
nomic slump. it is going to

prove painfully difficult to
achieve. In a developed democ-
racy ke France or Italy, state-
owned enterprises account for
33% of GNP. Political leaders
there resisted wholesale privati-
saijon because of severe unem-
ployment problem it would
bring about. We can follow
Spain's model which carried
privatisation of leading textile
and leather companies with the
proviso that sales contracts
guarantee the continued em-
ployment of all the workers for
at least three years. The sftua-
tion in Bangladesh compares
with the East European coun-
tries. In GDR, the unified Ger-
man Government could priva-
tise only 1000 out of BOOO
firms. In a country which is
bordering on impoverishment
and economic stagnation,
prospective buyers are not easy
to come by. It has been so
called that GDR is a country of
unpaid bills.

In our enthusiastic rush and
euphoria towards free market
economy, it must not only be
the lur:ztttuﬂm: of the mzlu-
clalism "to free enterprise”. Be-
yond trimming bureaucracy and
Nfting crippling controls, there
are two other areas that need 1o
be addressed to for free market

" impediments

ments in education and health-

cconemy to be meaningful - We
higher

Costa-Rica, Indonesia and
Tunisia have s con-
lained population boom. -

can work where people are edu-
cated and that there is strong
commitment to these notions
and ideals, government policy
mhdﬂuﬁdh.wtﬂ
spread industrial plants to the
muklrdmrmnfthmm
m.lhrhtnlpupuhthntup-'-
ticipate and enhance produc-
tion without migration. For
such a programme to succeed,
the country must have a net-

mrhufmrﬂacmtmd-nd-

highways as well as and
riverine routes with the least of

to transport
goods. it will not be enough 1o
issue exhortations for economic
progress without satisfying the
pre-requisites of good business.
People belonging to all
schools of thought now agree
that the most obvious starting
plage for change is the econ-
. The economy is flounder-
rn":ﬂh posgibly 60% of the
population less than $
30 a month. In context of
such a hopeless state of affairs,
liberalisation represents the
fastest cure. Leaders, starting

R LOOKING INTO 1994 — MIDDLE EAST
§ A Year on the Brink of
Peace or Chaos
Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia

-Israel peace process.
and Gaza is expected.

The peace timetable

Under PLO and Israel Declaration of Principles signed in September in Washington,
WHMMhh-ﬂhjﬂuﬂﬁimhﬁMh

withdraw on December 13 as promised

1996

Israel and Palestinians start talks on
permanent settlement

1994

mmmwmﬂ
Palestine Council. Israeli military
in occupied territories dissolves

1294

Israel completes mil withdrawal from Gaza and
ww,ummw:mmmmmun
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authority
cordance v;'ith the Oslo
timetable. So far PLO, Chair-
Yasser Arafat has not set
up. the institutions required for

. all this.

Instead he has undermined
confidence in his leadership by
creating committees of loyal
members of his own Fatah
faction to take over in the ter-
ritories, giving rise to the fear
that he is trying to establish a
Fatah dictatorship. |

To prevent this happening
there will have to be either a
constitutional coup within the
PLO depriving A of his ex-

= — - = - =

- hicles present there.

‘These are but -examples of
many similar destructive acts. |
would like to know what the
innocent vehicles did to de-
serve to be broken? All sorts of
vehicles are expensive. Most of
them are bought by the aid-
monecy Bangladesh is receiving
from many countries and there
are also private ones. The loss
that the Government and ordi-
nary people are suffering from
these whimsical and senseless
deeds is no doubt great. These
are leaving this poor country
poorer.

If people want to protest
something, why not try the
particular person who is the
cause of the accident or inci-
dent, rather than showing
wrath on the dumb wvehicles

neglect during the 26 years of

have to be overthrown.
The 8570 million In exter-

nal emergency aid pledged for
1994 will have to be chan-
nelled promptly and efficiently
into Gaza and the West Bank so
their residents have proof that
peace can bring them benefits.

The most urgent need is
employment for the 60 per

cent of labourers out of work

in Gaza and the 40 per cent in
the West Bank. To provide this
an estimated 60 per cent of
the first instalment of aid will
be invested in rebuilding the
infrastructure destroyed by

and materials? And | think,
the persons who damage pub-
lic property in the wake of any
objectionable occurrence, also
deserve very strong and exem-
plary punishment. If this kind
of vandalism continues, who
knows, maybe in the near fu-
ture we shall see students of
even nursery classes following
the footsteps of their eldersl
No doubt such frequent ex-
amples of d eful perfor-
mances wou
them excellent neophytes|

Ismat Haseen

_E.Id DOHS, Dhaka

The Customs

dilemma

Sir, | am writing this to re-
dress my grievances — to bring
to the kind notice of the rele-
vant authorities that even after
more than two and a half years
of submission of a bill of entry
(5005) at Chittagong port
(dated 28.1.91), | couldn't as
yet clear the consignment.

What | like to place stress
on is that under the preaching

help to make -

Israeli occupation.

The remaining 40 per cent
will go to Palestinian hospitals,
universities and other institu-
tions starved for-funds since
Gulf contributors began their
boycott of the PLO after Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

Anger in the Gulf over
Palestinian support for Iraq is
not the only, or even the main,
reason for the refusal of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the other
ofl-producing emirates to un-
derwrite financially Palestinian

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
states are in serious economic
difficulties because of falling oil
prices. At the end of 1993,
crude was under $14 a barrel,
slightly. above the five-year low
of $13.51 reached in mid-De-
cember, but 30 per cent below
the December 1992 price.

Oil experts point out that
heavier crude is already selling
at $8.00 a barrel and the price
of higher grade crude could
slide to this figure in 1994.
One factor unsettling the mar-
ket s fear of the resumption of
exports by Iraq, banned from
selling its oil since 1990,

This s unlikely, The four
Western powers on the United
Nations Security Council are
trying to forestall the lifting of
sanctions on Iraq by making

of free mixed economy, the
shortcomings of import policy
(whether the imported photo-
copiérs are new or used, in my
instance] should immediately
be removed, otherwise a small
trading house has to bear such
harassment as blockage of cap-
ital, moving from pillar to post
and even (still) sailing without
destination.

The last hope of justice also

‘sank when I learned that

higher rank of National Board
of Revenue, while signing the
revision petition order (20/93
dated 11.9.93) had defended
the findings of Customs offi-
cials rather than to show jus-
tice to a small trading house
whose ruin was almost com-
plete. :

Mohammed Mohiuddin
Section-1, Block G 3/19
Avenue , Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

Common market
prices

Sir, Worldwide commen
markets are being organised
for development of trade and
industry among member na-

new demands on Baghdad in
spite of the fact that it has
complied with UN require-
ments on the destruction of
weaponry and monitoring of its
defence industries.

Saudi Arabia, the world's
largest ull--::forter, has run up
an external debt of $67 billion
over the last 10 years while its
foreign assets have fallen from
$138 to $50 billion. Paying for
the Gulf war and more than
$120 billion in arms purchases
from the West have accounted
for major external expendi-
tures.

Instead of encouraging the
Saudis to cut arms spending,
the US is pressing them to buy
$25 billion more to sustain its
manufacturers.

. The Saudi government has
had to cut back on health, ed-
ucation and welfare prg-
grammes, creating popular
disaffection and discontent
which was exploited in 1993
by Islamic militants critical of
the ruling family's ties with the
Wesl.

A stable Saudi Arabia is nec-
essary for Gulf security. The
combination of falling oil
prices depressing living stan-
dards and organised Islamic
opposition could threaten the
West's oil supplies and invite
intervention. '

tions. There exist EEC,
ASEAN, OPEC, NAFTA etc.,
while SAARC common market
is expected to function in fu-
ture. Unfortunately the cost of
most of the agricultural and
industrial products are very
high in Bangladesh, compared
to India, Pakistan and Nepal.
Thus our producers start cry-
ing at intervals when com-
modities from neighbouring
countries find their way in
Bangladesh market.

Against this backdrop it
would be fair and justified if
your esteemed daily, as well as
others, published the price of
consumer goods, { items

. etc. of India, Pakistan, Burma,

Nepal and Shri Lanka

so that we can know where we
stand in TM] competition.
This will definitely help our
entrepreneurs.

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka
In_

Sir, It has been observed
that international airfare from

e —— s TR
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dedica to the. pro-
gramme.

The writer is Controller of Ex-

The test of Islamic inten- -
tions and strength will come
early in 1994 in Algeria. Eco-
nomic collapse, caused partly
by diminishing oil revenues
combined with crushing ex-
ternal debt, enabled Algeria's
Islamic Salvation Front nearly
lo capture power in January
1992,

This was averted by cancel-
lation of the first mult-
parliamentary election and

creation of a tt:mpu?q i-
. dency eouncil {0 ru \I&ﬂ};
then a meéans

end of 1993.
to make the transition to

democracy was supposed to be
devised.

This did not happen and
the government had to extend
the council mandate and invite
the Front to talks. If the Front
agrees it could be co
the secular authorities which-
would then be in a stronger
position to suppress the radi-
cal militants. A war of attrition
with the army has cost 3,000
lives.

Success in co-opting the
Front would permit Algeria's
campaign against the violent
militants te settle into the sort
of law level effort pursued by
Egypt against its radicals, a
war neither side can win or
lose, disruptive but not desta-
bilising. Failure could result in
all-out civil war. :

* The stand-off between gov-
ernments and Islamists could
tilt in favour of Muslim mili-
tants if the Arab-Israel peace
process fails. .

The Islamists, sustained
popular despair, mass unem-
ployment and the corruption
and inefficiency of pro-West-
ern Arab regimes, could be
given a strong enough spiritual
boost to pose a serious threat
to the unsatisfactory status
quo.

1992 will be a year on the
brink — of peace or of chaos.

MICHAEL JANSEN was
born in the US and lives in
Cyprus. She has covered the
Middle East for many years.

Dhaka to other international
destinations is not ‘merely
high, it is rather exorbitant. A
return air ticket from London-
Dhaka-London costs 400 to
550 pounds depending on the
carrier one, chooses. But the
same ticket from Dhaka-Lon-
don-Dhaka costs in terms of
taka fifty thousand or so which
is highly disproportionate.
This is just’ an example. The
same is the case with all other
international destinations.

It has been al that fare
from Dhaka to r destina-
tions has been fixed at a h
rate by Biman and rule has
been framed so that no other
airline can cha rates lower
than Biman. If tis so, ft is
highly unjust and unethical. In
the short run, Biman may gain

but in the long run it will be
the loser. Moreover, this may
tarnish its good image. Will the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourtsm and relevant Parlia-
mentary Committee look into
it’?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantt, Phaka



