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The Good Tlmes and

EST 1993 gets written off

as another bad year, the

gnud news shonld be set
down first for a' + 1993
was the year the ihmk
hands with the Palestinians. the
year peace and democracy came
to Cambodia and held, the year
21 parties signed up for
democracy in South Africa, and
the vear a glimmer of a break
showed in the political deadlock
in Northern Ireland.

The bad news was that the
dying went on al} year in An-
gola, Bosnia, Somalia and in
parts of the former Soviet Linion
and that the post-Cold War
world continued to be disor-
dered and incoherent, with little
sign of any encouraging new
leadership yet emerging.

A cold douche came at the
year's end when elections for a
new Russian Parliament threw
up a frightening new maverick,
a right-wing pﬂhﬂclm called
Vliadmir Zhirinovsky.

- A signpost to t.ht future
came on November 19 when Bill
Clinton, 10 months into his
presidency of the United States,
sat with President Jiang Zemin
of China and other leaders of 15
Asian and Pacific countries and
'began to draw a hew economic
map for the world.

Only hours.
had pushed
against expectauunu, ratlﬂcra~
tion of Nafta — the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement —
joining the US, Canada and
Mexico into the world's dargest
trading bloc. With the birth of
the Single Market in Europe on
January 1 and then of the Eu-
ropean Union under the Maas-
tricht Treaty in November, other
trade groupings were shaping
up, such as the Asia Pacific
Economic Co-operation (APEC)
and the Association of
Caribbean States.

And, over all this, loomed a
new General Agreerment on Tar-
_ iffs and Trade (GATT) agreed by
- 117 countries in Geneva on De-
cember 15 after séven years of
talking. The 5.000-page docu-
meni spelled out the most am-,
. bitious trade liberalisation
tresby dn RisSLOrY. 1t of o

Not surprisingly, many of the

countries wondered what
was in it for them. For some,
the' answer was: -not much.
Africa, already politically
margipalised. looked like be-
coming more than ever econoin-
ically marginalised as well. Its
own grandiose plans for a
common market embraeing all
its countries had a targat date
of 2020-and were simply on pa-
per.

The greatest hope for Africa
lay in what happened on
Novemiber 17 in Johannesburg,
when nearly two years of talking
ended in the signing of a draft
interim constitution that pould
end apartheid and fead to the
first one-person-one-vote in
South African history.

A Transitional Executive
Council (TEC) set up in Decem-
ber brought blacks into posi-
tions of power in South Africa
for the first time, leading to
elections in 1994 [t was the
last act of a year that had seen
relentless violence, the assassi-
nation of Chris Hani. charis-
matic key figure in the struggle,
and the death of Nelson Man-
dela's lifelong friend and presi-
dent of the African National
Co Oliver Tambo.

implications for the rest
of Africa of the development of a
peaceful and prosperous South
Africa were huge. The continent
had been dogged by the conflict
and the isolation of the country
that had flowed from apartheid
Now the way was being opened
for the most highly industri-
alised economy in Africa (o
eventually become the cont
nernt s powerhouse.

That was not for tomorrow,
or even the day after tomorrow
and for the immediate future
the prospect of peaceful change
in South Africa would rest on a
knife-edge. -

For now, the global focus
was [ncreasingly on Asia and
particularly the East and
Southeast. Until the
of the Nineties. Europe had long
been seen as the central point
of global political and economic
action. The end of the Cold War,
commbined with recession. had
changed all that Growth had
almost stopped in Europe. The
biggest economy, Germany, was
finding its eastern half difficult
to digest.

Rising conflict with the eth-
nic minorities there, but also in
Franee was causing growing
unease. [taly was riven by cor.
ruption and scandals thal
reached to those who had bheen
the highest in the land. Unem
ployment was everywhere, in
Spain reaching beyond 20 per
cent.The closer the ties betweern

the 12 members of w was
now called the European ¥Ynion

became on paper. the greater
seemed to be the uncertainty
and even dissension. None was
more mixed up than Britain.
where a weak Prime Minister

i mn -

pent much of his time keeping
fnl]uwcrs aboard the European
wagon, By the year's end, even
Germany's resalve for a more
unified Europe had begun to
falter.

It came as something of a
shock, nonetheless, when the
Americans started saying, as
they did in October, that their
priorities no longer lay across
the Atlantic but over the Pacific
— to China and that growing
band of countries that were
being labelled the Tiger
economes.

In March, the Chinese re-
confirmed their intention to
move further into a market
economy. Never short of ideas
for coining phrases that cover a
change of policy, amendments
to the preamble to the constita-
tion said China remained in the
“primary stage of socialism” in
which guasi-capitalist and for-
eign-invested firms flourished
alongside state enterprises in
the interests of economic
growth.

They had already come a
long way down the road to capi-
talism. The economic growth of

some of the coastal provinces of -

China, admittedly coming from
a low base, was sometimmes a

- staggering 20 per cent. Much of

it was generated via Hong Kong,
the booming British colony
which at year's end was only
three-and-a-half years from be-

ing handed back to China.

Hong Kong was increasingly
central to developments in East
Asia. For the entire year, its
government and the British
were locked in round after
round of talks in Beijing to en-
sure that modest moves to-
wards democracy which the
Governor, Chris Patten, wants
to put in place in 1994 and
1995, are maintained by the
Chinese after the handover in
mid- 1997. Britain wanted to
ensure what became known as
the “through train,®™ which
meant that councillors elected
in 1995 would sit for their full
four-year term, straddling the
transition of sovereignty. After
the 17th round in Novembegr.
the Chinepe were still not
aboard the train. The talks
deadlocked and Patten went
ahead to implement part of his
pProgramine.

Hong Kong hung on every
rumour of the condition of the
89-year-old Deng Xiaoping, who
was now saild to be in poor
health. People likened the situa-
tion to the last days of Mao and
inevitably speculated about a
power struggle. The presence of
Jiang Zemin in Seattle and his
talks with Clinton seemed to
indicate his own domestic
strength and the West took
comfort from the decisions, to
continue down the market road
China was steadily ditching
communism but in a quite dif-
ferent and so [ar more orderly
way than the Soviet Union.

Everywhere. as the world
mowed into the middle of the
Nineties, the retreat from social
ism proceeded apace. India was
now becoming a favourite for in-
ternational investment as the
government! of Narasimha Rao
eased regulations and began to
make the rupee fully convert-
ible. Western economic com-
mentators began toyalk about
the awakening of a s ing gi-
ant and "an economty that is be-
ginning to take second place

‘only to China as the world s

maosl exciting. "

Coca-Cola was a symbol of
change A deal with the India s
biggest sofl
Parle Exports. came 16 years
after Coca-Cola had abandoned
India because of exchange régu-
lations. The Americanisation of
the globe seemed unstoppabile
as people everywhere ate more
and more hamburgers and fried
chicken washed down with
more and more American fizzy
drnnk,

Wherever you looked in 19493
Lhe pattern was similar: the re-
lentiess drive towards the mar-
ket economy seemed to indicale
a growing and alarming uni-
formity of thinking and stan
dardisation of lifestyles
Whichever way governments
tilted politically their economic
formula was roughly the same
It remained difficult to believe
that socialism in one form or
another would not eventually
returm as an altermnative. but for
the time being nothing else was
on offer

For the poor countries —
and for the poor in rich coun-
toes — the outloek was increas
ingly bleak The theory of the
market was that the wealth
would trickle down to the less
fortunate against that was the
fact that ever more cut throat
competition and materialisti
instincts increasingly 'E-I.dflinl':d
the poor Homeless peopie were
now sleeping out in Iarger
numbers in the frosty streets of
the larger European capitais —
a sight almost unknowr i the
Sixties and Seventies — whibe
governments curbed rather
than enhanced the benefits of a
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welfare state.

it was an unfocused year,
1993, The world was stil] trying
to come to térms with what had
happened at the end of the
Eighties. The ramifications of
the colldpse of communism. the
reunification of Germany, the
break-up of the Soviet Union
into separate states, the legacy
of a single superpower — all
this was still working its way
through. And this at a time
when, paradoxically, the sup-
posed victors of the ideological
struggle found their own system
floundering in a tunnel of re-
cession that still had no lighl at

. the end of it.

In a year in which the top
political faces remained almost
unchanged, Bill Clinton was a
refreshing new flgure in the
White House. His arrival in
January was not accompanied
by the razmatazz of Kennedy's
arrival in 1960, but there was

the sense that in bringing to an

end the 12 Reagan-Bush years,
the arrival of a president who
had not even been born when
World War Two ended. must
mark a new era.

His wide all-American smile
and youthful informality was a
welcome antidote to the mostly
grey men leading elsewhere.

The political pundits did not

give him much of a honeymoon.

They were soon deciding he was
going to be a failure. He was,
they said, a dithered and inex-
perienced and drove everyone
mad because he never turned
up for any, appointment on time
— a habit that might seem en-
dearing in a world tyranfized by
the clock and the computer.

Peace? .
Nobel Prizewinners

Mandela and De Kierk
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Clinton picked a conserva-
tive team for his government
with grey figures like Warren
Christopher as Secretary of
State and Les Aspin as Defence
Secretary. Within days he blun
dered domestically by making
his first reform. the lifting of re-
strictions on homosexuals join-
ing the armed services. The
military hierarchy. nervous of a
Vietnam draft-dodger as their
commnander, soon forced hissre
treat And on the war in Bosnia
Clinton kept threatening force
and then pulled away

Attacks on US troops in the
United Nations force in Somalia
(an involvement started by
Bush| landed him with the
blame for botched attempils to
kill or capture clan leader
Iwarlord to some} General Mo
hammed Aideed Later when
Clinton tried to re-insial Father

Jean- -Bernard Aristide in it
he had to pull back there tod
And when Yasser Arafat and
Yitzhak Rabin shpok hands at
the signing of 1the peace agree
nwent in the White House Clin
ton couwld not ¢ lam much credit
hecause the agreement had
been tforged 1n Neorway alter
maoanths of secrer negotiation
thiere
* In a year that began with the
signing in Moscow on Januarcy
3 of the Mrategic Arms Reduc
tion Treasy (Start 11 under
which Russia and the US would
dismantle rwn-thirds ol their
strategic nmaclear warlicads an
old ghost came back 1o haurn!
the 'S Nonh Korea

O March L2 1's govern
menit announcoed withdrawal
fromm the Nuckear Noo Prolitera
o Treaty following a decision
by the International Atommc En-
ery AgETiCY 10 UNPose Special
inspection needs Despite
threats of sancions and appeal
for reconisaderanon of rhe dec
s North Korea stood firmme e
Spection tearns were rmpsecded
and Chinton warmed of 'he wer
rasrwess of 10F Korean meses

Gemini's review

of the year |

Naftae Keating® Waco®
Burundie® Abachae
Jurassic Park e Bhutto &
Chretiene Jackson e
Buckingham Palace ®
Jiang Zemine Ireland o
Cambodia® Gatt ®

Derek Ingram writes from London

An early test for Clinton do-
mestically came six  weeks into
the new presidency when a rald
was launched on the headquar-
ters of a sect that had been
amassing weapons and explo-
sives at Waco, Texas. Agents
frem the Alcohol. Tobacco and
Firearms Bureau were repulsed
and a siege followed (hroughout
March. After 51 days Altorney-

eneral Janet Reno ordered the
complex to be assaulted. Cult
leader David Koresh and 70 of
his followers died as tie build
ings went up in flames. Clinton
defended Reno s action and or-
dered an inquiry,

It had not been a happy
start. yet Clinton ended the year
strongly. He had embarked on
some, ol the piggest social re-
forms in the LIS since the days
of Franklin Roosevell, aiming to
hring for the first ume a proper
medical social service 1o the
mass of the people. He had put

hammad Mahathir of Malaysia,
one of the Tiger economies with
a growth rate of nearly nine per
cent, boycotted Seattle because
he felt the Americans wvere try-
ing to dominate the region. Ma-
hathir had become the 1990s
voice of the developjing world.
He reflected growing unease
about the post-Cold War world,
especially among the middle-

ranking and poorer countries.
Maniy felt that too often: the
Urnited Nations was being wsed
to further US interests. In New
York, S arm- twisting led to too
much US influenee on Security
Council and General Assembly
decisions while in the field the
dominance of US expertise and
equipment often meant UN op-
erations were in fact US opera-
tions. The US was finding the
LIN a usefill cover 1o pursue ils
own policies,

The 1IN had come Into its
own stice the end of the Cold

Buzzwords of '93

b abie wite Hillary in ¢« harge of

4 rvel White
Heuse 1eam He got through
(ongress a law curbwig the
owniershup of guns by irdividu
als And having taken on
Congress on ratificaton o Nalta

the operalion

with € anada and Mexion Ard
wor tarmied o the Far East and
Pacific Fan al the APEL surpimit
Ty weatihe

Nl Ve YOre Was o cogiilnr!
AhdeE abtwoat the 'S refirn e the

Far Fast Frime Mirtster Mo

War Its serviees had never
beer more i demaicd By the
erid of 1993 1t was iavolved all

over the world trying 1o solve
crisis tiplomatically or in rriild

tary and peacekeeping opera
tions It was now trying 1o do
S he ob it had been set up for in
14945 bl which the Cnld War
had prevented Trouble was. the
PN was now  grossly over

w1 bt A

row  watited it
ppseed o o biost of sttisAations. bl

{ rminirnies

the B

they were not so keen to pay for
it. Then there was the Security
Council situation, with its fixed
permanent members un-

changed since 1945 and the
~veto giving them absolute con-

trol. Japan and Germany
wanted to break the monopoly
of the US, Russia, Britain,
France and China, and so «did
the developing world. India,
Brazil and Indonesia had at
Jeast equal claims to a place at
the top table.

Meantime,

cess in Cambodia was cheering.
Against all predictions, UN-su-
pervised elections in May ‘were
carried out peacefully with 20
parties and a 90 per cent
turnout. The Tesult was narrow
and weeks. of political maneu-

- vering followed. Veteran master

shuffler Prince Sihanouk bro-
kered a power-sharing agree-
ment. ' '

An administration co-headed
by Sihanouk’s son and former

- government leader Hun Sen

took over and in September Si-
hanouk was crowned King. The
much-feared Khmer Rouge led
by Pol Pot failed to intervene in
any of the electoral stages and.
was eveniually invited to join
the government, but its forces
in the northern border areas
remained a threat and 5Si-
hanouk soon had second
thoughts and hal:ktrackf:d on
the offer. |

At the end of the year, UN
forces began to withdraw. One
action in Phnom Penh raised a
few eyebrows: the first act of
MPs in the new Parliament was
Lo raise their own salaries.

India chooses
.market forces

South and Southeast Asia,
by contrast with the former So-
viet Union and Europe, contin-

ued to enjoy greater peace and

stability than atl any time this
century. Rebel movements were
still active in some areas, most
notably in Burma and most se-
riously in northern Sri Lanka,
where the fight with the Tamil
separatists ebbed and flowed
more. flercely than ever and the
assassinatton first
tion leader Lalith Athulathmu-
dali and then of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa. height-
ened the tension. The Prime
Minister, Dingirt Wijetunge, be-
came President

Pakistan began the year in
crisis when prime minister
Nawaz Sharif was first dis
missed by the aged President
(¢hulam Ishaq Khan and then
restored briefly by the courts
Civil unrest lollowed, with op:
position leader Benazir Bhutto
leading demonstrations that fi
nally forced a new election
Khan and Sharif resigned and a
technocrat. Moeen Qureshi, a
forger World Bank Vice Pres
dent, ran a caretaker goverm
mernt

The election, carned out un
der the strict eye of the army
was adjudged the country's first
fair one for many years, hul a
tight result led to much ma
neuvering with the minor par
ties hefore Bhutto finally took
over Bhutto consolidated her
position when a political ally
was elected president and the
conntry seermed set for greatel
stability 1han had seemed pos
sible at the beginning ol the
vear

There was even new hope for
peace in Kashmi when Bhutto
hegan talking about renewing
the dialogue with India. whose
Prine Minister Marasimhba Rao,
seemed ready to consider res

oncihation after the army siege
ol une India s most holy siles,
the Hazratbal mosgue in Kash

mit had ended peacefully

the UN record
- was spotty. The unlikely suc-

' Madagascar

of opposi- |

Seizure of the mosque by mili-
tants had created potentially
dangerous tensions for al of In-

_dia-

. Outside Eurupc and the for-
mer Soviet Unton it was Africa
which remained the most

turbulent cantinent. A sort of

peace had come to anambiqu:
after many hiccups and a
destitute people began to pull
themselves together as the
government and the' Renamo
rebels prepared for elections
now expected in 1994,

The horror remained in An-
gola where fulf-scale civil war
raged again for most of the year.
UN ‘attempts at peace talks be-
tween Jonas Savimbi's: Unita
and the Luanda government re-
peatedly failed while Savimbi
took over two-thirds of the
country from a government that
had scaled down its forces for
peace. *

When Clinton switched US

' backing to Luanda and recog-

nised the dos Santos govern-
ment, a counterattack began to
rollback the Unita forges. In the
bitter fighting 300,000 were
said to have died and the suffer-

.ing was indescribable as medi-

cal attention became alinost
non-existent. As a discarded
plaything of the superpowers,
Angola was Africa’s worst victim
of the-Seventies and Eighties. It
had been at war for nearly 30
years.

Civil war between North and
South went on in the Sudan
and sporadically in Liberia from
where it spilled into Sierra
Leone. In Burundi, democracy
came for a few weeks and then
died when newly elected presi-
dent Melchior Ndadaye was as-

" gassinated and Hutu-Tutsi vio-

lence once again sent hundreds

- of thousands fleeing into neigh-

bouring Rwanda. |

Elsewhere in Africa, the
moverment towards multiparty-
ism cantinued. Lesotho's mili-
tary rulers went back to bar-
racks and in fair elections vet-
eran politician Ntsu Mokhehle
won every seat in the new par-
liament — not quite what any-
one had wanted. In Ghana,

- where the ‘opposition parties

had boycotted the presidential
elections, military leader Jerry
Rawlings remained in, power
now as a legally elected civilian
president. In Seychelles, Presi-
dent Albert Rene transformed
his country into a multiparty
state and won the election in
July.

Multipartyism had now also
come to several francophone
countries, such as Mali, Niger,
Burkino Faso, Cete d'lvoire,
Central African Republic,
and Gabon.
Ethiopia was settling down after
years of turmoil and was quick
to recognise the new siate of
Eritrea when it was born on
May 24. Eritreans had voted
overwhelmingly for
independence in a referendum a
month earlier.

Next door, while all eyes
were on the suffering and con-
flict in a relatively small area of
soujhern Somalja the break-

“away north (at one time British

Somaliland), which had de-
clared independence in 1991 as
the "Somaliland Republic.” con-
tinued on its way peacefully,
unrecognised by the rest of the
world.

Despite many efforts te move
Zaire to multiparty government,
President Mobutu Sese Seko re-
tained power in a chaotic coun-
try with hundreds of parties
and a prime minister Etienne
Tshisekedi, running a rival
government. The situation in
Malawi, however, with ils
equally long-running F"reaidcnt
Kamuzu Banda, was changing '

Public agitation and Banda's

" senility led 10 a referendum in

which the people voted for mul-
tipartyism. Banda underwent
an operation. was no longer to
be known as Lite Presiden} and
an election was scheduled for
1994 Violence came in Decem-
her when the army clashed
with Banda'ﬁ Young Pioneer
Corps *

Nigeria was Lthe biggest dis
appointment i Africa. The year
1993 had been signalled by the
military government for the
long awaited handover to civil
tan rule The complicated pro
cess that began in 1989 when
President Ibrahim Babangida
allowed political parties and led
1o National Assembly and 5en
ate elections in 1992 culmi
nated in presidential elections
inJune Businessman Mashood
Abiola seeimed 1o be in the lead
when Babangida annulled the
poll After weeks of turinol Ba

hangida stepped down and
handed over to the anelected
Chiel Ernest Shonekan who

promnsed ele s lor February
| L]

Fhet o November |7 an

other soldier JOeneral Sant
Abacha took over serappiig all
fhe democratic stroactures thal
hat been erected over oo
yedls  MNigeria was back 1o
spuate ntie For denocrdls o
Africa 1the developrent was
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doubly disappointing. November
17 was the very same day the
21 parties bad signed the ac-
cord in South Africa that would
for the first time lead to democ-
racy fthtre and the end of
apartheid — a cause Nigerian
governments had long sup-
ported in international forums.

If in Africa the politicians

‘were trying to gain credibility,

in much of the world they
seemed to be losing it. In Italy,
most of the big names of the
last 20 years were in disgrace
as layer after layer of the politi-
cal onion revealed webs of cor-
ruption at the top: A welling up
of indignation among the ordi-
nary people forced into the open
week by week a trail of misde- -
meanours. Big political names
like' Andreotti and Craxi and
major industrialists were all
embroiled. A huge clean-up be-
gan as even the Mafia was for
the first time forced into retreat.
In local elections in November
and December, the parties
which had held power since
World War Two were swept
aside as voters turned to ex-
trernes — the former commu-
nists on the left and the neo-
fascists on the right.

In Jdpan, too, the old guard
politicians — one of whom, for-
mer Premier Kakwi- Tanaka,
died in December — were
pushed aside. After 38 years in
power the Liberal Democratic
Party lost office in August and
was replaced by a seven-party
coalition led by Morihiro
Hosokawa. The break with the
past was almost total. Only one
minister in the new cabinet had
ever held office before.
Hosokawa had an informal,
populist style.

On the 48th anniversary of
the war he did not visit the
shrine commemorating Japan's
war dead, but went instead to g
ceremony attended by the Em-
peror and expressed cendo-
lences to victims of the war and
their relatives "in neighbouring

. countries in Asia and those

around the world.” Hosokawa
had taken over -a troubled

Japan that, in contrast to; mest

of Astar, was now in Serious geH-
cession. The industrial giant of
the post-war world had been
‘stopped in its tracks. :
Disillusion with pofiticians
showed up. too, in Canada and
New.Zealand. Brian Mulroney
resigned as prime minister of
Canada and a woman, Kim
Campbell, took over. Her reign
was short. In four months she
and her Conservative Party were
consigned -almost-to oblivien. It
won only twb sets and in came

“the Liberals with Jean Chrt!ﬂﬂl

as Prime Minister.

In New Zealand., the voters
gave National Party Prime Min-
ister Jim Bolger just one vote
majority. The political fallout
was substantial. A halt was
called to tough economic re-
forms that were reducing bene-
fits in the world's first welfare
state and finance minister.
Ruth Richardson was dropped.
After the election Labour oppa-
sition leader Miké Moore was
pushed out toa. Helen Clark
took over from him. In a refer-
enndum held alongside the elec-
tion. New Zealanders dropped
the first-past-the-post voting
~ system for pmpurunnal repre-

tation.

-The ruling Labour Party in
Australia did better when it
went to the polls in March.
Against expectations, contro-
versial Paul Keating improved
his party's position and won for
it a fifth consecutive victory..
One of his election promises
was 1o make Australia a repub-
lic by the year 2001. Aus-
tralians, he said. could not be
"masters of our own destiny"
until the link with the British
monarch was severed. Later in
the year. he stayed with Queen
Elizabeth in Scotland. and told
her of his plans.

In Britain, political reputa-
tions were also at a low ebb.
Europe was again the hot issue.
John Major spent the first half
of the year battling with oppo-
nents in his own party of the
Maastricht Treaty on European
11nion he had signed in Decem-
ber 1991, In March, the gov-
ernment was defeated in the
House of Commons and weeks
of parliamentary tlime were
taken up on Maastricht until
MPs agreed to ratify on July 23,
Always sniping from the side-
lines was his predecessor,

Lady Thatcher. whose book
launched in October in a blaze
ol publicity spared almost none
ol her ersiwhile cabinet col-
icagues For weeks she blgzed
lorth on TV and i the newspa-
pers ol half the world defending
her years as prime minister.
Her book signlng appearances
were so prolific. the wags said.
nnsigned copies ol her memoirs
wit il becpme real colleclor's
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M.ijor s stock plupuneted in
the opinion polls along with
nost peoditical leaders in Europe
and elsewhere. In Spain. the
¢ ot on page 10



