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The world of fan-
tasy was thought fo
be an exclusive pre-
serve for most of the
Bengali films pro-
duced lately, but
they have found
quite a competent ri-
val in TV commer-
cials, so far as fan-
tasy, misrepresenta-
tion of reality and pil-
ferage of concepts are
concerned. Even the
threat of ads qverta-
king the long-held
honour of films is
looking real.

One sharp-witted
university student
once asked a few of
his female classm- ,

ates if they ran in the garden after treating their
hair with shampoo. Amazed at his question, they
all answered in the negative and in return
questioned him from where he had formed such a
bizarre idea. Prompt was the answer: at least
three TV ads showed women invariably running to
the garden after using shampoo
irresistible urge to find out a reason behin
an act of near-lunacy and asked one man, who
was the creator of one of these commercials, abbut
the running in the garden. The concept was that,
after using the very shampoo one feels.so light
and refreshing that it calls for a sprint in the

garden !

In most of the middle-class households of our
. usually it's the housemaids who do all
. But in almost all the ads of

rgents, we see that even tho
the clothes, it is fin
lady of the house who claims that the dete
in no w%armml to her skin. Only then it
becomes cult to understand how can it affect
her skin, while the housemaid is doing all the
wu.hmﬁ.nﬂut mostly ‘in these ads the housemaids
do not have any role in evaluating the product.

A newer and most irritating phenomenon in
BTV advertisements now is the aping of western
frenzied life style through dance by some young
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= Dhaka Nav by Day
Oddities of TV Ads

by Iftikhar A Chowdhury

“While | was in the planet Mars, | asked Mrs

she used 'Reel’ washing soap. She

confirmed that it made her clothes extra-clean

and saved the uranium coating of her skin,” — a

TV commercial such as this wouwld probably take a

few by surprise, because most of the commercials
that we see on TV nowadays are as far removed
from reality as to confound our imagination.

ple in their late teens. representing only a
handful of petty-elites. Probably there are a few
moments of ecstasy and fulfillment when people
. "But, what doés melamine has
got to do with dancing?" asked one confused
viewer. "Is there any reasonable connection
between melamine and the naive imitation of a
western dance form? Then why 7

fore occurred in his mind.
saw and bought a plot and next morning they had
a house of their own. Was it at all difficult? No, it
was just a piece of cake. Just as easy as buying’
winter vegetable from the bazar one fine morning.
Many people can now enjoy foreign television
. He felt an’ programmes through the Cable Network System.
These viewers often complain that some of the ads
on BTV are stolen outright from foreign
commercials. Specially from one of our
neighbouring countries and much of these
complaints are true. Some of our TV ads. have
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BTV's commercials
sometimes make
mounting tasks seem
so simple that one
would like to thank
them! Buying a plot
and building ‘a resi-
dential house on it are
perhaps one of the
most gigantic tasks
one faces in our coun-
try. But how do TV
commercials portray
this? A wife with a
contented smile sits on
the hand of the chair,
where her husband is
sipping tea. The wife
asks him if he had
ever thought of build-
ing a house. The idea,
as it seems, never be

So, in the evening they

been proved, beyond anmy doubt, to be identical
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| S M Sultan's

watercolour show

begins today

By Staff Correspondent

A ten-day drawing and wa-
tercolour show of S M Sultan
begins at the Gallery Tone to-
day. Noted art critic Sadeq
Khan will inaugurate the show
at 5 pm.

The Gallery Tone has ar-
ranged the show of this grand
old man of Bangladesh art. who
has become d legend in his life
time.

Thirty works of Sultan will
be on display everyday from 10
am to 8 pm till January 6

Sultan is the anly
Bangladeshi artist who held

shows with Pablo Picasso and-*

Ari Matish.

Foundation stone
of Bhumi Bhaban
© Jaid
. RMSHAHII‘ -Jan. 6: State
Minister for Land Kabir Hossain
formally lald the foundation
stone of Bhumi-Bhaban — to bhe

built at a cost of about Tk one
crore here today. reports BSS.

The government has sanc-
tioned Tk 35 lakh in the current
fiscal for construction of the
building. The building to be
constructed by the side of
President Collectorate Building
will accommodate all offices re-
lating to land.

Later, the state minister
presided over a meeting of
Rajshahi district canal digging
projects selection committee. It
was decided in the meeting that
three canals would be reexca
vated in the district in the
current fiscal year. The govern-
ment has sanctioned 400 metric
tons of wheat for the purpose

Besides, Tk 18 lakh 50 thou-
sand will be spent for construc

tion of a water structure at
Paba thana of the district.

Arrur Rahman, MP was pre-
sent at the meeting

The state minister also vis-

ited underconstruction district
collectorate building.

that, these ine

Workshop on
pry health
begins today

A workshop
Health and Eye
gin today
Bangla Medical College Hospi-
tal (BMCH). reports UNBE. .
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"Programme sumimary

copies of those foreign advertisements.

Whdt is disturbing for the general viewers is
ptly made commercials, some of
contain explicitly vulgar suggestions
{especially those of ¢he saree ads), with relentless
theft from other commercials and the aping of an
alien culture will lead «our consumer items
nowhere. "Since TV viewing is a family recreation,
both ads and programmes should be made
and with respect for the viewers
intellect. They shquld not be taken for a bunch of
fools who deserve pothing better than the sleazy
and the imbecile,” angrily remarked a viewer.
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Opening announcement
Al Quran

News in Bangla

Alor Dishery

Fool Pakhider Gan
Wonder World of
Spiderman

Moner Mukurey Ayomgy
Filgn show: Tarzan
Sastha Katha

Film show = Boarder Town
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Opening announcement

Al Quran : -
Programme summary
Cartoon show: Teenage
Mutant Ninga Turties
Bangla film: Madhumita
News in Bangla
Open University
Malancha
Comedy series
Strangers
Magazine: Antaranga
News in English

Drama series. L A Law
Khabar /The Newd
Tomorrow's prdgramme
Closing
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~ “"Workshop on
basic trade
course held

State Minister for Education
Principal Yunus Khan yesterday
saild the government is active to
create employment opportuni-
ties in the rural areas to ensure

national development, reports
UNB.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing the workshop on

The Beily Star 3
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Oli visits USTC
CHITTAGONG, Jan 6:
Communication Minister Col
(Rtd) Oli Ahmed visited the
University of Science &
Technology, Chittagong(USTC)
on Wednesday, UNB.
The students of USTC ex-
pressed their gratitude to the
minister and National Professor

. Prof Dr Nurul Islam, Chairman

of IAHS & President of USTC,
for their sincere efforts in the
academic and structural uplift

"“Basic Trade Course at and overall progress of USTC.
Secondary Level” in Dhaka. Prof Islam detailed the steps
g o Chairman of the  Technical taken so far and hoped that the

Chancellor of Open University Prof M Shamsher Ali (L) and Minister for Religious Affairs M
Keramat Ali at a publication ceremony of a book entitled ‘The Message’ by Keramat Al at the

. VIP lounge of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

Construction of Marine
Drive in full swing

The construction work.of a
124 km seabeach road,
'Marine Drive,' is going on in
full swing to link Teknaf, the
southern-most tip
country's landmass, with re-
sort Cox's DBazar town at
Kalatali point for tourists’ facil-
ity, reports UNB.

The road being constructed
by the 16th engineering con-
struction battalion of the
Bangladesh Army at a cost of
Tk 114 crore, will add more
dimension to the attraction of
the tourists to Cox's Bazar.

Tourists from home and
abroad will be able to drive

from Cox's Bazar to Teknaf |

along an 18-feet wide double-
line road running from the
touching distance of sea-surf.

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed has formally inaugu-
rated the construction work of
the road at Kalatali, and today
visited the construction site at
different points to see the
progress of the work.

"Marine Drive" is being con-
structed as part of thé gov-

ernment's master plan to de-

velop Cox's Bazar as one of the
most beautiful resort cities of
this part of the globe to attract
many more tourists, he said.
Semior - engineers of the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment, and experts of the con-

. sulting agencies were present.

The minister was given” a
brief at in Himchhari camp of-

" fice by the representative of

the 16th engineering con-
struction battaliofh on the road.
The Communications Minis-

of the’

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERS

ler asked the construction
agencies not to disturb the
nature at any phase of the con-
struction..

Earlier, Oli Ahmed visited
different points of the con-

~struction site of Cox's Bazar by-

pass, linking the 'Marine Drive'
with Cox's Bazar-Chittagong

Highway at Laarpara.

IEB convention
begins Jan 17

The 38th convention of the
Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh (IEB) will begin
here at its headquarters’ audi-
torium from January 17, re-
ports UNB. .

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will be expected to
inaugurate the flve-day conven-
tion on January 18 at 10:30
am. - '
William J Carroll, .President
of the World Federation of
Engineering Organisations, will
attend the inaugural session as
special guest.

Some 3.%00 delegates and
engineers both from home and

- abroad will take part in the

convention.

A national seminar on
“Sustainable Development in
Bangladesh: Issues and
Options,” will be held on the oc-
‘casion. _

The other programmes of the
conhvention include a series of
memorial lectures on different
topics and technical sessions on
various subjects.
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Education Board Prof Abdur

Rafique also spoke on the occa-
sion. - -

The basic trade course at the

secondary level is being intro-

University hospital is expected

- to start operation by the end of

ﬂuimnnth. o :
memorandum of under-

standing was recently signed
between USTC and the

Education Minister Barrister Jamir Uddin Sircar ;peak:ing

as chief guest at the launching of 2nd academic year of the
North South University (NSU) at its main campus at Kemal
Ataturk Avenue, Banani yesterday. Seen seated (From L to
R) NSU president Muslehuddin Ahmed and the chairman
of the board of governors of the NSU Iftekharul Alam.

NSU's 2nd academic
year launched

Education Minister Barrister
Jamir Uddin Sircar yesterday
reassured government's cooper-
ation for development of private
universities in the country, re-
ports BSS.

He was speaking as the chiefl
guest at the launching of 2nd
academic year of North South
Uriversity (NSU), the first gov-
ernment approved private uni-
versity, at its main campus at
12, Kemal Ataturk Avenue,
Bananl

He expressed satisfaction at
the progress of the university
within one year of its estab-
lishment and termed it as a 'big
achievement' in consideration of
the hurdles it had to face in the
initial year

The function was also ad-
dressed by the chairman of the
board of governors of the uni
versity [ftekharul Alam and
president Muslehuddin Ahmed

Alam appealed to the gov

ernment for a plot of land in the *

Dhaka city or in its suburbs for

development of  permanent

campus of the university
Muslehuddin Ahmed said

the university started with 240
students last year which al-
ready rose to about 400. He
said 50 per cent of the students
who joined NSU would have.
otherwise, gone abroad.

A NSU press release adds:
While welcoming the students
NSU President Muslehuddin
Ahmad lauded the decision of
the students td join NSU which
imparts quality education
through maintaining high stan-
dards. He stated that majority
of the faculty are from North
America and NSU's academic
achievements and performances
are being monitored by the In-
ternational Advisory Board (IAB)
headed by Dr. Peter Timmer,
Professor of Harvard University

NSU now offers undergradu
ale programmes in flve disci-
plines, Computer Seience, Eco
nomfcs, Business Administra
tion, Anthropology/Sociology.
and Environmental Studies. In
the graduate (Masters] pro-
gramme it offers MA in Interna-
tional Economics and Business
NSU is preparing to launch its
Bangla Department soon.

Temperature may fal

By Staff Correspondent

Dry weather with clear sky is likely over the country.

Met Office forecasts. night temperature may lall by one to
two degrees Celsius over Bangladesh

The country's highest temperature of 29 degrees Celsius was
recorded in Teknaf and lowest of 9.6 degrees Celsius was

recorded in Srimongol yesterday

The sun sets today (Friday) at 5:27 pm and rises LOMOITOw

(Saturday) at 6:43 anr”

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns of the country yester

day are

,

— Star photo
duced with a view to achieving
socio-economic development of change of teachers and stu-

Publication
: the country, he said. " dents
ceremony of r . P

'"The Message' X
Jneld mgt eum
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Mirza Go- _wwmmm:rmmmmlcm 3

lam Hafiz yesterday underlined 2
Admission Going On

the need for regular recitation of
the holy Quran realising the : .
correct meaning and signifi- PLAY GROUP-NURSERY & KINDERGARTEN-STD.V
cance of its verses, reports BSS. (Gradually leading to 'O’ & 'A' level):
The minister. was speaking COMPLETELY ENGLISH MEDIUM
Undér the academic programme of the University of London
If you are looking for a' dependable

as the chief guest at the launch-
ing ceremony of a book on the
English Medium School for your children,
LYCEUM stands for quality schooling.

University of Tokyo for ex-

holy Quran entitled The Mes-
We Offer:

sage' written by Mohammad -

Keramat Ali, Minister for Reli-
Classes taken by qualifiid & experienced
teachers, same are studied & taught in abroad.

gious Affairs, at the National
Press Club in Dhaka in the
. Ad:gua te Study Materials & cheerful
environment . - -

Audio-Visual and Computer r-:cilit.iu.

Spacious & secured campus.

Latest Teaching Methodology. |

Individual attention towards the students.

Emphasis on learning English & acquiring good

social & moral values. :
You are cordially invited to

offerings for your here. -
For detailed information please contact :

(Ex. Vice Principal, Holy Child

Office Hours : | e mdb‘dm]
08 :00 am-01:30 pm Lyceum International School
&03:00-05:00pm House # 114/C. Road # 6

Friday closed D

Organised jdéintly by IBN
Sina Trust and Islami Bank
foundation, the function was
presided over by Vice Chancel-
lor of Open University Prof. M
Shamser Alil. -'

" Prof M Muastafizur Rahman,
Dr UAB Razia Akhter Banu,
Syeda Fatima Islam, Moulana
Aminul Islam, Moulana Abul
Kalam Azad, poet AL Mahmud,

. poet Al-Mujahidi and the author
of the book participated at the
discussion. ' :

The 386.page book is a
compilation of some verses from
the holy Quran written simul-
taneously in Arabic, English
and Bengali languages by the

author. |
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IMPORTERS OF SYNTHETIC TEXTILES
MEET LEADING MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS AT THE

s BUYER-SELLER MEET =l

‘OF INDIAN SYNTHETIC TEXTILES

SHERATON HOTEL, DHAKA, 9TH & 10TH JANUARY 1994
I0OAM-1PME3IPM-TPM

A NOT-TO-BE-MISSED OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE LATEST RANGE OF
SYNTHETIC, RAYON AND BLENDED TEXTILES FROM INDIA, MEET LEADING
" INDIAN EXPORTERS AND CLINCH PROFITABLE BUSINESS DEALS. *
RIGHT HERE IN DHAKA

ALL TYPES OF POLYESTER, RAYON AND BLENDED SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS,
DRESS MATERIALS, SAREES, SHAWLS AND SYNTHETIC AND BLENDED ‘!’AIH.

, 4 GRASIM INDUSTRIES LTD 4 MAFATLAL FINE SPG & WVG. CO
GWALIOR LTD . BOMBAY
d GUPTA DYEING & PRINTING MILLS. 4 PRATIBHA OVERSEAS PVT LTD,
SURAT SURAT
4 LANVIN SYNTHETICS PVT LTD 4 RK EXPORTS. ANMEDABAD
BOMBAY d VXL INDIA LTD . JAMNAGAR

\ ©=3e Cities /Towns Temperatures in Humidity in FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
YIS (LW AT SFe AW oy TR2
it N4 diak: 2o degrees Celsius Percentage
A (g e awm oty et 33 ¥ A FEER T @ @R LS mea Max H“ﬂ 9am 6 pm THE SYNTHETIC & RAYON TEXTILES EXPORT PROMOTION COuNCIL
2 Sz Dhaka 26.4 13 78 71 RESHAM BHAVAN, 78, VEER NARIMAN ROAD. BOMBAY 400 020 TEL 2048797, 2048690,
AP FARME (P Fq9 W w7 EI.EL&LE! "Ee q G KD A ?Fﬂ Chittagong 2'{'5 13 4 T7 B0 CABLE SYNRAYCIL, TELEX 011-83703 SEPC IN FAX 91-12-2048758 *
WP FTH FTaH Rajshahi 26 .0 12 2 H9 )
a7 < £ Mhiiiiene 26.7 13.0 K 77 - MR. GAUTAM PAL, ATTACHE (COoM). : 3
3’[ _mila :If:'“:ﬂ jf}‘:: ::: ';; f;;  THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA. HOUSE NO 120 ROAD NO 2. DHANMOND RESIDENTIAL AREA,
e : AKA LADE 1600, 166 507670, 86509, TELEX 642336 HCIDA BJ. FAX: 863062
fo- 8 mye 7 fam Dinajpur e i o e DMAKA. BANGLADESH TEL 503606, 504 70
Cox's Bazar 2B.2 18.0) 61 70



