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[ndustries Minister terms it a 'major breakthrough’

Pulp mills to use over 1 lakh

ister yesterday announced that
all four public sector pulp and
paper mills will be using over
one lakh ton of green jute
(plants) for making pulp start-
ing this year. )

Talking to The Daily Star, a
visibly excited Industries
Minister A M Zahiruddin Khan
described the use of green jute
for producing pulp as a "major
breakthrough which will bring
about a large-scale diversifica-
tion in the uses of jute.”

With a little balancing. he
pointed out, the existing ma-

The Minister added that -

the BCIC would also carry out
test pgpduction of rayon-grade
pulp, laboratory tests on which
have already been conducted,
during the current year. If suc-
cessfully tested, the BCIC has
the capacity to produce two
lakh tons of rayon-grade pulp,
which would help substitute
the annual import of about four
lakh tons by the textile mills.

' Under a pilot project last
year. at the direct initiative of
the Industries Minister, the
BCIC successfully produced 6.5

The paper is extensively
used in making envelopes,
cardboard boxes, cartons and
other packaging materials and
the local demand is presently
met solely through imports.

According to BCIC officials,
the corporation is planning to
use as much as 2.5 lakh tons of
green jute to produce pulp in
the four mills starting from
June next, when the jute har-
vesting season begins. .

A cabinet presentation of
the project is scheduled for
the middle of this month while

per cent, they said, compared
lo the use of wood and bamboo.
"It will be a golden-letfer
day 1in the . history of
Bangladesh as far as the farm-
ers are concerned and the so-
clo-economic ripple effect will
be felt throughout the nation,”
the elated minister predicted.
The use of jute to produce
pulp could not have come at a
befter time. Once proclaimed
as the 'Golden Fibre of Bengal,’
in recent years jute is increas-
tngly facing 2 grim future due
to stiff competition from syn-
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Contract for Barapukuria
project finalised

By Special Correspondent

The

contract between

will be signed after Cabinet

| approval.

“We hope to sign the con-
tract with our Chinese coun-
terpart sometime next month
in Dhaka and then we will be-
gin the implementation pro-
cess”, said an official of
Petrobangla. .

The two sides agreed on
the terms of the contract after
negotiations in Dhaka that be-
gan early November. The ne-
gotiations were based on a
Memorandum Of Understand-
ing (MOU) signed between

consisting of three companies,

period of three yéhrs. ,
The coal reserve, of about
303 million tonnes, within an
area of 5.25 sq km at Bara-
pukuria in Dinajpur district,
was discovered by the coun-
try's geologists in 1985. Out of
this deposit, 102 million
tonnes are recoverable. It is
estimated that one million

tonnes of coal will* be ex-
tracted from the mine every

. year.

According to the techno-
feasibility report, the coal at

Barapukuria is deposited at the

depth ranging from 129 me-
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hak National Scout Training Centre parade ground in

Wednesday on a procession
led by the mother of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Two
people were killed and as
many as 20 injured, witnesses
said, reports AP.

Ms. Bhutto's mother, Nus-
rat. was leff unconscious
briefly by the teargas, but was
nol serjously hurt, witnesses
said 4

Nusrat Bhutto was leading
about 500 people. many shout

husband, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
when the police shot.

In a telephone interview
with The Associated Press., an

see any difference today: How
could it happened with a
democratic government?” she
said, her voice trembling. "l
want to ask her how she could
be so ruthless .’

The stone  walls of the
Bhutto family home in Larkana
were pockmarked with bullet
holes from the shooting, she
sald. Thousands ol police in
riot gear cordoned off the
dust-clogged road leading to

that the police fired without
provocation. "Right in front of
me. a bullel hit a young man
and his brains fell out.’

An official with the Sindh

fire on Nusrat's march

Ms. Bhutto has been feuding
with her mother and her
brother, Murtaza Bhutto, and
Wednesday's shooting is sure
to intensify the family feud.

The Prime Minister was
also in Larkana, some 300
miles (480 kilometres) north
of Karachi. But neither she nor
her government issued any
immediate comiment. She was
staying at her own home,
which is separate from the

Prime Minister to arrange for
a shooting victim to be taken
to Karachi, where Lhe coun-
try's best hospitals are located

"1 am trying the

o nE

begins at
Mouchak

MOUCHAK (Gazipur), Jan 5;

Bangladesh National Scout
Jamboree with a call to inten-
sify the scout movement to
serve the humanity and the na-
tion. reports LUNB.

The jamboree, with the
theme 'Scouting for a betier to-
morrow,’ {8 being attended by
some 7.500 Scouts from home
and four countries of the Asia
Pacific region Australia,
India, Pakistan and Nepal.

Some 8B4 Scouls

from

Mouchak, about 47 kilometres
north of the capital. The scouts
have pitched some 725 tents on
the 300-acre camp area.

This is the second time that

sent on retirement

Star Report

Mohamma¢g Abu Hena,
leader of the agitating non-
administrative civil servants
and the professionals including
the engineers, agriculturists
and doctors (Prokrichi), has

Centre (BMDC). According to
sources, he received the re-
tirernent letter at the BMDC
office yesterday morning. The
letter, signed by a concerned

Assistant Secretary on behalf of
‘the President, said that je was

being sent on retirement un-
der the Compulsory Retjre-
ment Act, 1974, .
According to the act, the
government can send any pub-

completion of 25 years of ser-
vice.

But the Prokrichi officials
felt that the government had
removed Hena for his direct
involvement in the non-admin-

cil of the non-administrative
civil servants and the profes:
sionals. i

Dr. Mustage Hossain, a
central leader of the agitating
professionals, told The Daily
Star that fhe government had
deliberately sent Hena on re-
tirement with a view to weak-
ening the administrative re-
forms movement.

Abu Hena, while expressing

mayoral race

candidates for the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC] election now
stands at 24 following the
withdrawals of nomination by
two persons yesterday, the last
date for pulling out of the race.

The number of commissioner
candiglates for the 90 city wards
also came down to 648 follow-
ing withdrawal of 248 candida-
tures. :

This was announced by the
Returning Officer Syed Ehtes-

Maulana Sheikh Mohammad
Obatdullah-bin-Sayeed

Jalalabadi of the Islami Biplobi
Parishad withdrew their candi-
datures by the deadline yester

sources said most of them be-
longed to the ruling BNP and
the Jatiya Party.

From both these parties,
more than one candidate filed
nomination papers for each of
the DCC wards. Although most
of the candidates withdrew fol-
lowig instructions from their
respective party high command,
yet some insisted on contesting
the polls as independent candi-
dates.

the Returning Officer had can-
celled the nomination of one
Shaikh Mohammad Ali the next
day on grounds that his name
was not on the voters’ list.

-| 'proper man
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illegal workers'

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan B:
Malaysia, which has a large

® . B . | Petrobangla and a Chinese -~ will provide 124.84 million US | population of fo . workers,
R IB sl : consortium for the implemen-  dollars as suppliers’ credit for | is planning to jail' employers

ura ﬂl’lgl nS O u B S em, | tation of the Barapukuria Coal  the 227.52 million dollar turn- | for up to five years if they hire

b Shafat Ahmed ; : _ Mine Project has been fi- key project. The rest of the | fllegal immigrants, Human

hd 1 ; | nalised and both sides ini- cost will be borne by the | Resources Minister Lim Ah

Chaudhun . By S Y Bakht ' ; tialled the draft contract in Bangladesh government. The Lek said today, reports Reuter.

Page 4 T . | - ) Dhaka Tuesday evening. project is expected to be im- — ' ciiad of

in a dramatic development would be used for the purpose, used to make high quality in-  Development of the BCIC. Following scrutiny and vet-  plemented in five years. . E ragi::r: util A gt?iﬂcw
e, AT certain to have a far-reaching which was not possible earlier  dustrial grade brown paper at Using green jute the pulp | ting by the ministries of En-. Bangladesh will repay the poaeg law can also be MW“'
Il‘lternatl(}llal impact on the country's socio-  when the use of jute fibre was the Karnaphuli Paper Mills production cest at the mills | ergy and Mineral Resources, loan in eight years with a five to 50.000 ri t (19.000 l.tilﬂp
Ty — economy, the Industries Min-  being tested. (KPM). would be lowered by about 30 | Law, and Finance, the contract  per cent interest with a grace ' S '

dollar) Lim was quoted as say- -

| ing by the national Bernama.

News Agency.

He said labour-short em-
ployers should seek the help of
the Labour Department to re-
cruit foreigners. The draft law
would be presented in parlia-
ment in ‘April.

Nearly 320,000 illegal im-
migrants were given work
permits by the government in

j%ﬂ’undtrnnmutypm—'

gramme. Police are hunting
for about 200,000 others,
mostly Indonesians, who did

; ] : : Bangladesh and China in Bei- i d th
IA chinery in the mills, under the tons of pulp from green jute at a task force also has been insti thetics in world markets INOG BIEN AP GENGEN. LRNG. pee
o i B gdesh Chemical Indu- the Sylhet Pulp and Paper tuted headed by the Director The sharp decline in the | Jing Jn December 1992. tIESBE[Eﬂmﬁﬂﬁ TCHER, CNBSIng | gramymes.
Page 5 stries. Corporation (BCIC), Mills (SPPM), which was later of Production and Technical See Page 12 Col 4 : The Chinese consortium,  SIX ” : i s ; .
Prokrichi leader Hena | 771 2000
- : 111, '
Business : illegal’, says

Diprokous

The Bangladesh Water and
Power Diploma Engineers’
Association (Diprokous) has
called the agitation of the
Prokrichi, the combine of
engineers, agriculturists and
doctors, as unethical 'aimed at
capturing administrative pow-

leaderssay. | 48 TR 0 o Wl WS R 0 0 e been retired from service by istrative government officials’ | ers' reports UNB. :
..... the government yesterday. struggle for administrative re- __Tﬁ__
Pages 6,7 Abu Hena had been serving  forms. . - e
I e — 2 as the chief of the Bangladesh Hena is the secretary gen-  The association also termed
: Management Development eral of the coordination coun- the agitation 'illegal
Women On

that some highly ambitious

.professionals took to the street

for their petty interests aban-
doning the greater interest of
the nation. .
There is no substitute

rapid development of the
country through optimum use
of the skilled manpower, the
association leaders said yes-

Diprokous, held at the WAPDA
auditorium. .

Saudi embassy in

Poverty Drives Gazipur yesterday. — PID photo lic servant on retirement after See Page 12 Col 2 terday.
Women Out of , . - - . - i 11;33;&1““1; addrm %
. ! : ® - ) nau ;
' Scouts jamboree | 24 pemain in DCC & &
the Trap as m ce 14th Council Session of the

meiiie : Prime Minister Begum Khaleda - : Kabul damaged
Dhaka Day by Day LARKANA, Jan 5: Riot po- “These things were happen-  surged forward, grabbed a po- | Zia today inaugurated the 8-day By Staff Corresponden | - KABUL : ’l:'l'u.-g
T lice fired bullets and teargas ing in martial law days | don't  liceman and beat him. l4th Asia Pacific and 5th The number of mayoral notbe : e Breilin iy war-u

Arabian embassy was badly
damaged today when planes be-
longing to rebel Afghan leader,
Abdul Rashid Dostam, bom-
barded Kabul as fighting inten-
sified for the consecutive fifth
day, a Saudi diplomat said, re-

In the first air strikes by
forces of the ex-Communist
warlord, who rebelled against
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani on New Year's Day,
Russian-made Mig-21 jets

= : , ; On December 29 last, 26
Foodhabit ing anti-government slogans.  her home family estate. abroad. including 30 girls, are | ham Rasul yesterday evening. ' ped bombs and hi
usglhqr mgarcrm:l from tmg?am- "We were under siege.” Nusrat Bhutto said she has | participating in the jamboree al Misza. Abdul Hallm of Eendidates fled AOUERAUBGE t'[j']l;::lpgg ag‘r:gm to the S-lt:t:l
Page 3 ily estate to the grave of her Nusrat Bhutto said. claiming Dbeen Irying to contact ‘the |the scout eamping centre at | Bangladesh Janata Dal and for the DCC mayoral post and

embassy in the centre of the
city, said diplomat Abu Yasir.
Sources said a 12-year-old
boy was killed and five other
children were injured, one of

. . outraged Nusrat Bhutto ac to get : _ | them seriously, when a 500

Mﬁib-‘limmg cused her daughter of behaving Provincial government, who Prime Minister, my daughter, the Asia Pacific Scout Jamboree dag,r_ | : L:t[iﬂilli tht:' a:ijitémtﬂties dﬁd kilogram (1,100 pound) | I
Day’ Jan 10 like military dictator Gen. declined to be identified. said  to help., "but she is not avail. | Is taking piace in Bangladesh. The party sffiliations of 2Reh ;ntna“ alﬂ;j;—*: name | was dropped by a jet on their

The Awami League will ob Mochammed Zia-Ul-Haq. who  police fired after the crowd. able ' said Nusrat Bhutto. "She The 5th Asia-Pacific Jamboree comimmissioner candidates who ng ppeal. home late today afternoon. :

serve the 'Homecoming Dav
on Januwary 10 marking the
return of Bangabandinu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman from prison
of Pakisthn in 1972 |n obser
vance of the day. the party will
hold a public meeting at the
Bangabandhu Avenue at 3 pm

ruled in the 1970s and |1980s

armed with clubs and sticks,

Interview series with DCC mavoral candidates

See Page 12 Col 8

I'll make the

DCC service-oriented: Hanif

See Page 12 Col 7

AL to go for

door-to-door
campaign

withdrew from the fray could

See Page 12 Col 8

‘Gamsakhurdia comnnts
suicide .

The explosion also damaged
the embassy building and sev-
eral vehicles parked inside.

India, Uzbekistan
vow to fight
fundamentalism

Awami League President and By Staff Correspondent MOSCOW  Jan 5 Former brief civil war ‘and TH r;-
Leader of the Opposition in The Awami League nominee mayorship. his main rivals In ing party candidate would viti- Georglian  President  Zviad placed three “F'fﬂm_m] ;::&Et; NEW DELHI, Jan 5: India
Parliament Sheikh Hasina will | for the January 30 mayoral the election and the steps ate the atmosphere “The clec- By Staﬁ{:nrrﬂﬂpfmdent Gamsakhifrdia who rebelled former Soviet FoOreigr and Uzbekistan on Wednesday

address the rally
Sindh governor
Governor ol the FPakistan
province of Sindh Hakim
Muhammad Saeed arrives here
today on a five-day wisil to

Bangladesh diplomati«
sources said Saeed who is the

reports LINH

election in Dhaka, Mohammad
Hanif. wants to reduce the lax
load on the citizens and cut
unproductive expenses of the
City corporation.

Hanif said. "If elected, | wli
take realistic steps to solve the
communication. transporta
tion, waler supply, electricity
and housing problems of the

taken by the Election Comifmis
sion (EC] to ensure fair polling

Appreciating the introduc
tion ol direct elections 10 the

M S e e

ton campaign is being influ
enced by the BNP administra-
tion”, he alleged

Hanil said the large scale
development activities under
taken by the DCC ahead of the
elections were aimed at woo-
ing the voters. "It's an old tac
tic to bribe the voters by
launching development pro-
jects when any election nears”

The Central Working
Committee members ol the
Awami League (AL) yesterday
decided to ask all the parly
candidates in the city corpora
tion polls te emphasise on the
‘door to door campaign to win
the hearts of the voters

The central committee
members, attending the emer

against his successor Eduard
Shevardnadze has committed
swdcide, his wilfe Manana was

The fugitive leader spent 1R
morths in exile in the capital
of Chechnaya, Grozny. before
returning to lead a rebellion
against Shevardnadze An
September 1993

Georgian government
troops managed to quash the
rebellion in western Georgia
last fall. capturing Gamsa
khurdia's main stronghold of

vowed to fight religious funda-
mentalism, which is threatening
the two Asian nations within
and outside their borders, re-
poris AP

President Islam Karimov of
Uzbekistan and Indian Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
discussed the issue and later
signed six agreements on eco-

- city Necessary measures will , e
governing body member and - - " _ The AL nominee thinks the [ EENCY meeting unanimously Zuggidi, and Shevardnadze | POMK ties, trade and science
life trustee of the Bangladesh also be taken 1o |mprove 2 . t d that th was n and tec hnology

- ' vole will give their verdic et iging o L s e jssued a warrant for his rival's i .
Hamdard Foundation. will at recreation and other civic ”:i E” E_lrlr i l scope for forging political unity S itaal : Both President Karimov and

- COri! 1 : i 2 .
tend the 3"_“11-11 general meet "m'fhm”ﬁ_ n::i;r Fir:fﬂu; 15':\-*#‘ 1:'1“: among the opposition parties Gamsakhurdia. a human | stressed our commitment o
in‘- of the foundation. reporis '[hf'-‘l kl“ﬂd:;ﬂll.ll ril;:j PI:[[E Emirﬂmnt EEIJ]:.[I]-IU' H{.;Wf’ the tlptfiﬂ.l.’l}r in the Dhaka city righ]_ﬂ, activist and former counter TI‘I[E‘GUE fundamental-
AL candidate pledged 10 - - :

UNBE.

BPC concerned at
Ittefaq situation
A special meeting of the

Bangladesh Press Council
iBPC) was held yesterday at its

with a view 0 making the city
based local government body
completely service-oriented
The past governmenis
used the DCC to strengthen

rid the DCC of partusan politics

Mohammad Hanif
Hanif stated

citizens better

in a bid 1o defend the on-
going election sampaign on his
behalf despite a prohibition by
the EC. Hanif said. "I've asked
my partymen not to do se. Bul
the rivals' especially the BNP

elections. this time because all
the major parties were deter
mined to conduct the polls in
dependently

In such a situation. we Have
to be serious about developing
direct centacts with the vot

Zviad Gamsakhurdia

Soviet dissident, rode a wave
of nationalism (n May 1991 to
hecome Georgias first demo
cratically elected president
But opposition forces
charged that he was leading
the country towards dictatorial

ism. extremism and terrorism,
which threalen our democratic
and secular ideals.” Rao told a
news conferernce

Uzbekistan, a predominantly
Muslim nation. has lelt threat-
ened by Islamic hardliners sinoe

auditorium with its Chairman the r'-‘““!_r party in the capi city corporations i bod e [hRets ers. arf AL office bearer who guoted by Interfax as saving rule with his tight control over the breakup ol the 7"'_’“'!"""* Union

Justice Sultan Hossain Khan tal. " Hanif remarked and ex 'T"f"ﬁ IS ‘1"%]::4?.::1 in a demo fdn ida !.'5 I:inurh grarlltf' attended the meeting told The today reports AFP the media and a controversial in 1991 and a civil war in

in the chair. The meeting dis pressed his dﬁ"’ to use the 'r"”_" BREICLY: &R F““"" will dr“pa].gn , ' _ Daily Star last night Gamsakhurdia's wife who law that prohibited "insultiyg neighbouring Tafikistan in

i organisation exclusively for the have a tremendous impact on How can | stop my peopie Different tral leaders of he | an Cauc { jent - 1992

cussed suspension of publica ol ro A T i el e natonal politics’ when others have started ifle central leaders was in the Russian Caucasus he presiden _ e ourrenit Fo CovtAeE

tion of the Dainik lttefag and tr: mry frsk rw:-w with Tiie He expressed R ahend of us” he asked the party have been assigned republic of Chechnya, said he A :Hil:'!.'ﬁ ITAR Tass quoted | .1]{ CLUIT lT- i e

expressed their concern | D ; . o I R SRR i Sa ithe abalite  of 1he B Weksoann the: code of to monitor the election activi killedd himseld on December 31 Ml!ﬂ Gamsakhurdia as saying | government in *‘.1_]' _"" a

ook & unanknous decislon Ui aily Star at his Nazira Bazar Srnn B L b SRR T S £ : ties in all the 15 thanas ol the n 4 west Georglan village that (reorgian authorities were aware feated a loose coalitton of
residence in the older part of in hoiding the polis in a lree conduct for the candidates, he T —— of her husbands death. "but democratic reformers and

request the owners and man
agemernit (o resume publication
of the daily immediately. re

ports BSS

city. the AL city chief also ex
pressed his views on the first
ever direct balloting for the

arwl .lmpﬂr?.jai manmner bt saiad
the use of official facilities by
munisters in [avour of the rnij

said "1 want the authorities 1o
strictly implement the code
and punish the violators’

Accordling 1o y:r'-nr-rria'., [
decision . these leaders while
Ser Page |12 Col B

was surrounded by government
Lroops

(GGamsakhurdia, 55 was
ousted in January 1992 after a

had beeni thoroughly concesling
i1 and continue 1o do so unttl
the preaent

! Muslim tundamentalists in the

civil war which took an esti-

| mated 20,000 lives




