NEWS DIGEST
Karimov in India

NEW DELHI. Jan 3 (AFP):

Uzbekistan President Islam
Karimov arrived here today on
a three-day visit aimed al
building closer ties with Indla

Karimov, whose trip is the lat-

est in a series of visits to India
by leaders from republics ol
the former Soviet Union, was
given a ceremonial welcome at

the presidential palace

'
Castro's call
HAVANA, Jan 3 (AFP):
President Fidel Castro urged
beleaguered Cubans to renew

their commitment to commu-
nism, promising a gradual im-
provement in living standards
after "the most difficult year of
the revolution.” "There has
never been a more noble and
more humanitarian revolution
than the Cuban revolution.”
Castro said Saturday in a
‘speech marking the 35th an-
niversary of the uprising that
brought him to power,
Diplomatic row
NAIROBI, Jan 3 (AP) :
Archbishop of Canterbury
George Carey, whose cancella-
tion of a visit to Khartoum
sparked a diplomatic row be-
tween Sudan and Britain, on
Monday criticized Sudan's
order to expel a British diplo-
mat. The archbishop said he
cancelled the Khartoum leg of
his trip because he was not as-
*sured freedom of movement,
and that his decision in no way
was influenced by the British

government.

Savage

ALGIERS, Jan 3 (AFP): Two
civiians had their throats cut
and their heads cut off by an
armed Algerian gang, while |
two' car park attendants were
shot dead at the weekend.

press reports said here today.
A teacher and a former

Mujahedeen, or fighter in the
.war of independence, had
their throats slit and "were
horribly decapitated” at Touila
village near El-Tarif in eastern
Algeria overnight Saturday. |
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The sale of ' s by
their Mﬂuwm or other
non-Indians has prompted a
southern Indian state to
tighten the regulation of
Muslim marriages. newspapers
reported Monday. The gov-
ernment of Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday ordered Muslim clérics
sofemnizing weddings with
to first seek clear-
the state-run Wakf
Board, which controls”
mosques and -Islamic educa-
tional institutions. The order
came after police arrested
three people from Saudi Arabia
last month on charges of kid-
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New sea mountain

NEW DELHI, Jan 3 (AFP):
Indian oceanographers have
. discovered a mountain on the

Arabian Sea bed off Bombay, a
NEws report said today. The
mountain was found on "'m;.l
floor 455 kilometres (285
miles) off the Bombay coast by
scientists of the Goa-based
National Institute of Oceano-
graphy, the Press Trust of
India (PTI) reported. The
1.505-mtre (4,965-feet)
mountain, which they named
Ram Sea Mount after Indian

physicist C. V. Raman, was the

-3 (AP): Two llas belonging
to a Myanmar student rebel
‘group have ‘been killed in re- .
cent attacks by the Myanmar
army, a rebel source said
Monday. One of those killed
was a battalion commander in
the All Burma Students'
Democratic Front, said a
member of the Karen National
Unien, an allied opposition

group. :
25 miners die

- BEWJING, Jan 3 (Reuter): A
gas explosion killed 25 miners
at a coalmine in the southwest
province of Guizhou, a local
newspaper received in Beijing
today said. The accident hap-
pened on December 11 at the
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Garbage disposal in certain

city areas to be privatised

By Staff Correspondent

The government is Lo priva-
tise the garbage disposal system
in three posh areas of the city

Minister for Local Govern
ment and Rural Development
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder said this at a meeting
of the Gulshan. Baridhara and
Banani Welfare Society, held at
the Gulshan Club yesterday
evening.

The minister was apprised of
the problems of Gulshan,
Banani and Baridhara. caused
mainly due to the use of these
areas for non residential pur-
poses.

The minister. however. said
the government would not dis-
criminate among city areas de-
scribing the problems raised as
common for all city dwellers.

The association leaders ex-
pressed their resentment at the
mushroom growth of garments
industries in the residential ar-
eas.
“The presence of the busi-
ness centres and offices has
turned these areas into some-
thing like Bashabo, Rampura
and Jatrabari.” the president of
the welfare society, in his report
said.

"What was the benefit of
spending a fortune to have our
houses here?" asked former
Deputy Premier Jamaluddin
Ahmed, president of the society,
echoing the feelings of his
neighbours.

The society's president also
urged the government to stop
issuing trade licences for clin-
ics, guest houses, office, restau-
rants and shop :
He also demanded gradual relo-
cation of the garment factories
from these areas.

Taking part in the discus-
sion. the president of the
Gulshan Ladies

Club. -

Khurshida Anwar, said the
cleaning drive that has been
launched, although late, should
also focus on the civic ameni-
lies

S Kalimullah, retired army
officer and a resident of
Gulshan, demanded suspension
of the plying of buses, in the
Route No 6 in particular, to
avoid accidents. He mentioned
the accident that occurred yes-
terday morning killing a young
maid in Sector 2 of Gulshan

Another resident. Farida
Monem. urged the government
to restrict the beggars from en-
tering the posh areas. The
LGRD minister did not agree
with her suggestion.

"It is the duty of the elected
government to provide civic
amenities (o all.,” Barrister
Talukdar said. underlining the
need for concerted efforts of
both the government and the ci
tizens.

The minister also said, the
government has a plan to install
three lakh new telephones in
the city in the next three years.
The number of telephones in-
stalled in the last 40 years
stands at 2.40 lakh, he said.

The government is also try-
ing to synchronise the works of
the DESA, the WASA and the
T&T authorities to avert re-
peated construction and digging
up of the roads.

The minister, who is also the
Secretary General of the BNP,
asked the residents to extend
their cooperation towards Mirza
Abbas who, he said had proved
his efficiency as an appointed
Mayor earlier.

Also present on the occasion
were Members of Parliament.
Qamrul Islam and Abdur Rab
Chowdhury, MP.
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Of the total amount, 25 mil-
lion dollars would be ear-
marked for providing seed
capital, 62 million for sc =
up funds, four million for train-
ing, three million for research
and development, one million
for administrative expenses
and 2.5 million dollars each for
monitoring and evaluation and

training materials.

Under the project, 360
replication programmes would
receive seed money not ex-
ceeding 70,000 dollars as
loans with a two per cent an-
nual interest.

During the project period,
100 scaling-up schemes would
be funded with a maximum
loan of about 620,000 dollars.
~ Overall, funds received un-
der the seed grant and scaling-
up programmes would finance
820,000 borrowers per loan
cycle. During the five years,
each dollar would be re-lent to
poor borrowers an average of
2.5 times, yielding a total of
two million loans over the en-

tire period.
“The ultimate goal of this

five-year project is to play a

catalytic role in reaching seven
million extremely poor fami-
lies — i on the lives of
nearly 35 million people —
with credit by the year 2003
by supporting a growing num-
ber of intermediary organisa-
tions throughout the develop-

project proposal. _
Bank officials told The Daily

Star that the USAID has
pledged to provide 20 million
dollars over the next five years.
Decision was announced dur-
ing a recent visit by Prof Yunus
to Washington.

The World Bank also

ing world," according to the

‘Grameen trust seeks fund

pledged to provide two million
dollars towards the fund late

last year at a conference on .

Overcoming Global Hunger' in
the US capital.

During the pilot phase of
the project the Grameen Trust
received 500,000 dollars from
the Rockefeller Foundation
and 200,000 dollars from the
MacArthur Foundation in
1991-92 and 1.2 million dol-
lars from the UN Capital
Development Fund and a mil-
lion Deutsche Marks from GTZ
for several replication projects.

Presently, there are four
fully operationat replication
projects in the  Philippines,
which have recetved funding
from the Grameen Trust, two
in Malaysia and single pro-
grammes each ip Shri Lanka,
Malawi, Burkina Faso and
Indonesia.

The oldest of these pro-
grammes, Amanah Ikhtiar
Malaysia, currently has more
than 19,000 borrowers and is
adding 1,000 additional bor-
rowers every month. All the
replication projects have a loan
repayment rate -of over 90 per
cent.

Additional programmes be-
ing funded by the trust are in
the Philippines, Nigeria, India,
Vietnam, Lesotho, Nepal and
in Tanzania.

The Grameen Trust has
provided seed funds to 11
replication programmes in

1992 and to about another 15
in 1993,

Set up in 1976. the
Grameen Bank now has more
than 1.4 milllon beorrowers
throughout Bangladesh and ex-
tends over 14 million dollars
in loans averaging 75 dollars
every month while enjoying a
repayment rate of 97 per cent.
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investment.

A K M Shamsuddoha of As-
seciated Services, observed that
if government actions were
consistent with its industrial
policy then FDI would come in.

"Bangladesh must improve
its image abroad, maintain law
ard order, develop human re-
sources and provide tax incen-
tives to attract FDI", Doha said.

Salman Rahman of Beximco
Ltd said, the of the
economy by eight to ten per
cent was possible by setting up
labour-intensive -oriented
industries and by attracting
FDI.

"FDI will come only when
there is more than adequate re-
turn en investment.," Rahman
observed and spoke of the role
of political leaders in attracting
FDI. '

Abul Hasan Chowdhury, MP,
said agriculture must be devel-
oped equally for a rapid growth
of the economy. "

- Zamir of the Organisation of
Islamic Countries (0IC) said,
the labour forces of the country
could not work properly be-
cause of their involvement in
politics.

Towhid Samad. an indus-
| Lrialist, said the Prime Minister
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Foreign investment

should take steps to attract
foreign investments. '

Mahfuz Anam. Editor of The *

' Daily Star, called for a dialogue
among the leaders of all political
parties for evolving a unified
national policy to atttact FDI.

He also said the Prime Min-
ister should take the initiative
in this regard. |

Dr Belal E Baaquie, a physi-
cist, presented the keynote pa-
per in the meeting. He said, the
only force capable of attracting
direct foreign investments is the
political leadership of the coun-
Lry.

.

_ "If Bangladesh can success-
fully attract one flagship com-
pany, this could serve as a trig-
ger to initiate the massive inflow
of industrial capital in the
country.” he maintained.

- Professionals
' From Page | Col 8

the government press note
had attempted to portray the
agitation of the professionals
as a 'campaign fer pay hike.'
“Instead, the objective of
our 17-point charter of de-
mands aims at reformation of
the present bureaucracy,” said
M A Hena, secretary general of
the Prokrichi-BCS Central

1 Action Council.

The professionals have fin-

take 'any risk' to realise their
demands i the government
remained 'indifferent and neg-
ligent', Prokrichi leaders said.

ished signing their mass res- .
ignation letters and they would

T

wam: Le

commissioner candidates of her

office in the city yesterday.

The Voice ol America (VOA)
has commented that the 1993
was a year ol progress in polit-
ical and economic fields of
Bangladesh with the emer-
gence of a stable democratic
government. reports BSS,

Reviewing the past one year
in a special report broadcast
on the new year day over s
Bangla service, the VOA said
being a poor and developing
country, Bangladesh with its
twelve crore people had to
face many difficulties during
the last year.

The special report by Syed
Ziaur Rahman, Washington-
based editor of Bangla service
of the VOA said that economic
progress was hopeful during
the past one year. "Reserve of
loreign exchange had in-
creased to a record volume
while the inflation rate is less
than 3 per cent. the lowest in-
that region of the world,” VOA
said. "The country has reached
almost close to self-sufficiency
in food production and per
capita incame has increased.”
it added.

Making evaluation of the
performance during the last
year, the VOA said, possibili-
ties of prosperity are awaiting
Bangladesh.

The VOA report monitored
here quoted Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia as saying in
an interview with the broad-
casling services that, foreign
exchange reserve had in-
creased, new industries were
set up, more job opportunities
were created and both export
and import trade had en-
hanced. ‘

“Though not to our expec-
tation, but we can say we have
attained considerable
progress.” she told VOA. She
said the financial institutions
were rejuvenated and trade
and commerce had been acti-

From Page 1 Col 4

fought two of their three wars
over control of Kashmir where
the four-year-old secessionist
strife has claimed thousands of
lives. Pakistan calls the current
round of talks here a last
chance to peacefully resolve the
dispute, -

During his two day stay,
Dixit called on President F aroo
Ahmed Leghari and Prime
Minister-Benazir Bhullo.

“Pakistan has outlined ver-
tain measures 4hat we feel need
to be taken.” he said. adding

2 security men

From Page 1 Col 5

Aviation would replace the chiel

security-in-charge, Caplain
(Retd) Ekramullah, who would
be posted in the administrative
section.

A Biman security guard.
Sheikh Salam, who was guard-
ing the aircraft, and a Civil Avi-
atlon security officer, Abu
Sayed Bhuiyan, who was in-
charge of the Civil Aviation's se-
curity, were suspended.

Ujjal, who was arrested by
the - Cantonment police, was
taken on a three-day police re-
mand for interrogation yester-

ague chief and Leader of the ()

Nty 0

pp&sit.inn in Parhament Sheikh Hj reuaing the

party for the Dhaka City Corporation polls at the party central

vated. "In short we can say that
overall development activities
have been going on in the
country.” The Prime Minister
was quoted to have particularly
mentioned her government's
programme faor women and
children. Following implemen-
tation | of these programmes,
production had significantly
increased and as a result. the
nation had achieved self-suffi-
clency in food.

The VOA review mentioned
Prime Minister's views on the
attainment of food auturky with
mentionable progress in the
face of recurring natural
calamfties, "We can now claim
that we have already solved the
food problems though we could
not provide total solution to
other problems of the people,”
the VOA said quoting the Prime
Minister.

The VOA referred to views of
international experts who said
that Bangladesh would have to
shun the path of strikes and
hartals If it wanted to achieve
economic success like those of
South Korea, Singapore and
Talwan. They said because of
these strikes Bangladesh was
deprived of needed investments.

Praising activities of
Bangladesh in the international .
arena in 1993, the VOA said the
country had played an active
rolé in the peace keeping efforts
in various parts of the world
including Cambodia, Somalia
and the Gulf.

Quoting Foreign Minister A S
M Mostafizur Rahman, the VOA
said Bangladesh was ready o
remain in any forum for the
sake of world peace. ¥

The VOA concluded its re-

port quoting experts who said
that the economiec progress of
Bangladesh was dependent on
the powerful institutionalisation
of democracy.

Indo-Pak talks end

that the Indian side “took note
of it and the two sides will be
consulting each other.”

India were expected to pro-
pose demilitarization of ile
18,000 feet (5,400 metres) high
Siachen Glacier where rival
lroops have been stationed in
helow (reezing temperature for
yrars.,

DB to investigate
Into Secretariat

burglary
By Staff Correspondent

Sunday's daring burglary at
the office of the Ministry of
Euvironment and Forests at the
secrelariat is still shrouded in
myslery.

- The Detective Branch (DB) of
Police yesterday was assigned to
investigate into the incident.

A DB source said it had
taken up the investigation, but
no headway was made on the
first day yesterday.

Six rooms of the Ministry, lo-
cated on the 13th floor of the
20-storeyed building inside the
Secretariat, were broken into.
The burglars ransacked official
files and papers by breaking
open the file cabinets and almi-
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'93 was a year of progress) Hasina warns
for Bangladesh'

tration. including the police. to
remain neutral during the polis.

Hasina instructed her party
candidates to go directly to the
volers and seek their verdict.
She asked the party workers to
take precautionary steps agai-
nst riggirig, particularly at the
fernale polling booths.

She also urged her workers
to unitedly work for winning the
upcoming elections in the inter-
est of the party, and devote
themselves to the campaign so
that democracy could be given
an institutional ;

Party leaders Abdul Mannan,
Abdur Razzak, MP and Mayor
candidate Mohammad Hanif
also spoke on the oceasion.

BCL founding
day today

By DU Correspondent

The pro- Awami Chh-
atra League (M-I) has drawn up
programmes to observe its
46th founding anniversary
today.

The BCL activists will lay
wreaths before the portrait of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at
Bangabandhu Bhaban, Dhanm-
ondi at 7:30 am and will bring
out procession from the
Teachers-Students Centre
(TSC) of the Dhaka University

at 11 am. The procession will -

disperse at the Central
Shaheed Minar after marching
city roads.

Meanwhile, the BCL brought
out a procession and held a
rally on the Dhaka University
campus yesterday afiernoon.

The leaders ai the rally de-
manded arrest of the terrorists
reportedly staying at the resi-
deptial halls of the Dhaka
University.

Black flags fly

at Bandertila

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 3: The
people of suburban Bandertila

- and Halishahar in the port city

here staged fresh protest today
in memory. of the tragedy that
occurred on January 2-3 last
year in which 11 persons died

and some 200 others were in-
jured.

. The people in Bandertila
hoisted black flags on the
rooftops of residences and
shops and wore black ribbons
to. mourn the incidents.
dubbed as the nation's worst
tragedy. All shops were shut
there from dawn to dusk today
and a rally under the auspices
of the 'Nagorik Committee' was
organised Lhis afllernoon de-
manding immediale publica-
tion of the enquiry report on
the Bandertila-Halishahar inci-
dents, submilted by (he one-’
man Justice Sullan [Hossain
Khan Commission.

People in Bandertila also
brought out procession calling
for rehabilitation of the vic-
tims' dependents.

A large contingent of police
was deployed in the areas to-
day to preveni any untoward

| incident.

An angry mob, protesting
the alleged rape of two girls,
clashed with a section of
Navymen in the Bandertila-
Halishahar areas on January 2
and 3 in 19983, leaving nearly a
dozen killed, mostly through

day. b e
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MOSCOW. .Jan 3: Two
Unien is alive in the mind
people in the ex-Soviet
new union will

Most Muscovites regret
Soviet collapse
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WASHINGTON, Jan 3: The United States and North Korea
are near to a deal on Pyongyang's nuclear programme that
could be wrapped up this week, a senior US official said

today. reports Reuter.

Croatia-Bosnia talks today

LAGREB, Jan 3: The foreign ministers of Croatia and Bosnia

plan to hold peace talks in Vienna tomorrow, a spokeswoman
for the Croatian minister, Mate Granic, told Reuters. Granic will

meet the Muslim-led government's Haris Silajdzic to discuss
territorial disputes in the Bosnian conflict as well as

numanitarian questions, vana Moric. spokeswoman for the

Croatian foreign ministry

said. The meeting
begin at 1300 GMT. Moric said. All three

is scheduled to
factions are to

hold peace negotiations in Geneva later this meonth.

GATT to benefit all,

says US economist

An American economist
said in Dhaka yesterday Lhe
General Agreement on Tariff
and Trade (GATT) will benefit
all the member countries by
accelerating international
trade, reports UNB.

"Despite all criticism. | can
assure you that the current
agreement (GATT) will help
everyone in international
trade.” said Dr John D Ste-

- mpel, a Professor of

and International Commerce at
the University of Kentucky,
USA.

The general agreement
would activate the economic
growth of the world by level-
ling the tariff barriers, he
stated while delivering a talk
on The Political Economy of
Tomorrow' at the Bangladesh
Institute of Bank Management.

"The present economic de-
velopment and further growth
in the economic trade pat-
tern, which was laid by the re-
cently signed GATT agree-
ment, will help all the coun-
tries,” said Stempel, who is in

| the city to deliver lectures un-

der the US Speaker
Programme of the 1ISIS.

He observed that-the econ-
omy of Bangladesh, which
adopted the free market pol-

icy, was now struggling with

privatisation and its social
goals.
Stempel suggested that

Bangladesh should inyest its
resources in the long-term
projects. "Do not put up show-
case projects, pu‘t money in
long-term canstructive pro-
jects.”

Responding to a question
on the rationale of adopting
the free market policy by
Third World countries like
Bangladesh, he said, "There is
economic benefit of opening
up the markets, but | think it
is very important to see at

. Germany got entangled

its reunification and the US
was
cession in Germany and Japan,
their growth dropping to 3.9
per cent now from 10 per cent
or better a few year ago. he
said

"China experienced a 13.4
per cent growth last year.
Although China did not liber-
alise its political system, it lib-
eralised its economy and this
liberalisation is the cause of its
success.”

Referring to the economie
impact of the demise of the
Cold War, the American pro-
fessor pointed out that the de-
fence Industry in all the de-
veloped countries has already
been downsized. Some
800,000 jobs in the US de-
fence industry have already
gone and another 6.000 to
7,000 jobs are still have to be
downsized, he added.

Stempel listed population
explosion, environmental pol-
lution and AIDS as the
transnational problems which
are expected to be major hin-
drances for economic devel-
opment.

Governments alone cannot
address these problems:
transnational approaches have
to be taken with the help of
the United Nations and other
agencies, he remarked.

He described the popula-
tion boom in the low GNP
countries as the most danger-
ous. problem and said, "There
is no mechanism in the world
today to tackle the overpopula-
tion and chronic unemploy-
nment issues.”

........

Dr MA Hena, secretary general of

Pashii,
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Prokrichi—BCS Central Action Council, ipﬂ_l_lr.ing at a press
conference at the BMA office yesterday. Convenor of the Council Dr M A Majid (centre) and
agriculturist Dr Gul Hossain (right) are also seen.
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death mmessage to Kolaura from
Moulvibazar yesterday. _

The accident vccnrred when
a microbus they were ravelling
in collided head-on with a
minibus a4 Mohlal on the
Moulvibazar- Kubaura road dn
the alternoon.

Rajnagar police saul the
Moulvibazar-bound minibos

Chemists

From Page | Col 5
affecied bul the government
had sull remained silent.

“The Samily was comipelled
to take such a drastic measure
fdue to the government's negli-
gence,”" he said and added, "The
Samity begs pardon ol the peo-
ple ol the country, in this re-
gard,"

. Talking to The Daily Star last

night. the deputy -secretary of
the Samity said that negotia-
tions between the Samity and
the government mighl take
plice loday.

"We have formally lodged our
protests and placed our charter
of demands Lhree times before
the authorities since July last
year,” he said. "Interestingly,
Lthe Health Ministry was not
even conscious about the in-
crease of fees till last Novem-
ber.” |

According to a Health Min-
isiry letter which recommended
the demands of the Samity to
the Finance Ministry on
November 20 last year, the min-
istry expressed its ignorance
about the increase of the licence
renewal fees and requested the
Finance Ministry to implement
their demands.

Annually, medicines worth
Tk 900 crore are sold, of which
the government supplies
medicines worth betweén Tk 30
and 35 crore. The rest is pro-

| vided by the private sector.

There are about 22.000 li-
censed drug stores in the
country, while another 40.000

are operating without any |l
Cence

‘16 killed, 57 hurt

froon Kulaura rammed the
Kitliturs - hound mierobus,
killing nuerobus driver Rakib.,
28.

Another repart from

Sirajganj savs: Two people were
Killed iuxd 15 injored, four serd-

oushy in three road accidents in
e district vesterday,

Fifteen workers ot hord o
Lruck cotnteg fron €t vids
lage of Uilkypara were gojured
when it o] vaetle odwer the

criver fost contrpl i 7 ani,
- In Dhamrai. Bavar. a news-

per hawker was crushed un-
der the wheels of a bus near the
Public Administration Tragining
Academy atl of Savar yesterday
morning. ' "

Meanwhile, a fethale gar-
menits worker was crushed un-
der the wheels of a speeding
bus at Guishan in the city yes-
terday,

Police sald Nazma Khatun,
18, died on the spot as the bus
knocked her down at Gulshan
Citcle-2 when she was going to
her office at about 8 am_

Garments workers rushed to
the spot and set the bus on fire.

Our Narayanganj
Correspondent adds: An
urftlentified man, aged about
52, was killed on the spot when
a speeding bus hit him at
Shimrail on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway yesterday
afternoon.

BSS adds from Chit :
At least forty people were in-
jured, ten of them seriously,
when (wo passenger buses,
coming from opposite direc-
lions. collided head-on yester-
day at Madartek on the

Chittagong-Kaptai Road. 18 km
ofl Chittagong.

Eleven persons, including
three minor boys, were admitted
to the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital with serfous
head injuries. Their conditions
were critical, hospital sources
sald



