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- Frugality of Government
Expenditure

The government has ordered spending cuts for

“its different ministries, departments and organisa-

tions. The move is nothing new; it comes with a
ritualistic regularity about this time EVery year.

The original provisions under different revenue
heads of the 1993-94 budget having been overshot
in the first six months, the need arose for revising
the allocations upwards to Keep the governument
running for the next six months. The thing to note
is that the Finance Ministry resigned itself to the
fate that nothing could be done about the over-ex-
penditure already incurred and that therefore it is
under the painful necessity to have to arrange
funds for the remainder of the year. Since the
funds are in short supply to meet the additional
expenses, the only alternative seems to be scraping
from the development budget. A far worse scenario
than just a break-down of the revenue budget dis-
cipline. ;

We have two points to make. One, the original
allocations in the revenue budget get always sur-
passed in actual expenditures. If a sound tech-

nnique, based on a realistic assessment of the re-
quirements, prior to budget-making, was followed,
there would be no question of overshooting the ex-
‘penditure, Needless to say, realistic allocations can
be self-enforcing. The government will have a
strong leverage to pin down an official for any over-
expenditure. Then, along the way. under certain
heads there might have been surplus which was
not allowed to be transferred under other heads
starving of funds. May be such a transfer of funds
could stave off any sudden haltage of work in a
certain section or department. Why it has always to
be the same old story of a massive revision of the
budget half-way through a financial year?

The second point relates to making the heads of
various ents accountable for over-expendi-
ture in avoidable cases. The miscellaneous account
which should normally figure at the tail-end of the
revenue expenditure pattern is the real bottomless
basket. Telephones are used with least compunc-
tion in the offices and at home. Inter-district and
overseas calls are made for long pérsonal conver-
sations at government expense and they are hard
to be made accountable. Ghost bills are a peanut to
this otheryise prodigal use of the telephones. The
morthly slab restrictions on telephone use are

on paper. But who is going to take such a
step like asking for a deduction in the salary or a
refund at thé time of a government servant's retire-
ment, if the limits are exceeded? We can at least
announce such a meagure and see what happens.
Afterall, the taxipayerz, money is not a play-thing.
The misuse of government transport constitutes
another wasteful expenditure that must be curbed.

It is also in the,areas of foreign visits by our del-
ega , entertainment of foreign guests at home
and the seminars and symposia where a good deal
el-money can be saved. The size of our delegations
abroad may be reduced and the duration of their
stays limited on a strictly need basis without
detours allowed. Of course, some trips may be
prompted by weighty considerations but ggnerally

‘the impression must be erased from the public
mind that they were avoidable jaunts or won as
rewards. Our missions abroad should be able to
cut corners obviating the despatch of delegations
from home in some good measure there.

The parting handshake with surplus employees
on merger of some organisations or their placemerst
in departments needing their services are still in

ce draining out some resources.
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Jamaat Opens a New Front: Khatme Nabuwat

HE against

campaign

I may well be Jamaai-e-

Islami's new front in its bid 1o
survive politically. The
lundamentalists in Pakistan

‘and Indta, and their parties,

the Jamaat and BJP re-
spectively. - have fared poorly
in recent elections. Their elec-
toral reverses must have come
as bad news for the Jamaat
here. The Jamaal's alliance
with ‘the ruling party in
Bangladesh has been under
strain for some time past. The
Gholarmn Azam issue has been
an irritant. compounded by the
way Jamaat student wing, Is

lami Chhatra Shibir. has car-
ried on sporadically but  sys-
tematically. a programme of
intimidation through violence,
not sparing the students loyal
to BNP. The Shibir has given
evidence of its striking power,
not once but time and again. In
pursuing a course of woupding,
killing and destroving. it has
antagonised the rest of the
student body, putting the gov-
ernment in an awkward posi-
tion. There are signs of a new
turn in the nation's politics. a
new wave of feelings, of hark-
ing back to the emotions of
1971. This last December, in

particular has been a month of

celebrations of a kind which
the Jamaat could not have rel-
ished. The shameful record of
its collaboration with the oc-
cupation forces that year was
resounded from end to end of
Bangladesh. forcing the party
to devise new wavs of diverting
public attertion from itself to

new round of Muslm

separatist violence see-

ms to be brewing in
Thailand's deep south.

Bordering Malaysia and
wedged between the Gulf of
Thailand and the Andaman Sea,
the south burst back into head-
lines recently when Thai mili-
tary authorities arrested four
Muslim 'separatist’ suspects
and charged them with terroris-
tic acts.

Beginning in August, Thai-
land’s predominantly Muslim
provinces of Yala, Narathiwat
and Pattani became the scene of
a series of allegedly related vio-
lent incidents: the torching of
35 schools, grenade attack on a
Buddhist temple, an attack on a
train which resulted in the
death of one passenger and in-
juries to several others and the
attempted bombing of a railway
line.

These violent acts threatened
to throw Thai Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai's beleaguered
one year old administration into
further disarray, added fuel to
mounting opposition party
charges that he's an indecisive
and ineffective adininistrator
and raised old fears about trav-
eling safely through Thailand's
south. -

‘We think that some of the
incidents are connected to sep-
aratist groups,' said Abhisit Vej-
jajiva, spokesman for the Leek-
pai administration, 'but the
problem of the school torching
has no answer yet. Perhaps
there are other people master-
minding the incidents."

Previous Thai governments
have battle separatists in the
south for decades finally driving
them into isolated mountainous

the Ahmadya Muslims

imagined enemies. The Ah-
madya community was an easy
cholce. Suddenly - perhaps not
quite so suddenly - the com-
imunity became the target ol .,
hos! virulent and concerted at-
tack. not by Jamaat directly,
but by an organisation — Majlis
Tahaffuze Khatme Nabuwat —
acting on behalf of the party.
The link between the two is
quite clear. Khatme Nabuwat
will not admit it. nor will the

" Jamaat. but it would seem that

the former is but the religious
wing of the latter, working in
close cooperation with the
same and identical object in
view which is to exploit the
religious sentiments of the
prople to attain political ends.

e oridins of the Khalme
Mabuwail are outside the coun-
try The chiel of Lhe
Bangladesh ehapter of this
movement, Maulana Obaidur
Haq. the Khateeb of Baitul
Mukarram, is reported to have
visited Pakistan, to enlist sup-
port for the international con-

ference in Dhaka of December

24. The organisers had suc-
ceeded in giving the cogfer-
ence the look of an interna-
tional one. Religious leaders
and scholars, not from Pak-
istan only. But from a dozen
countries also, came and
spoke, addressing a mammoth
gathering. The only thing that
went awry was the non—ap-
pearance of Bangladesh Presi-
dent. He had first given his
word to come and grace the
function. but later realising the
sinister implications of the
conference, withdrew. The or-

Separatist Tail Irks

L

Jungles. In the 1980s, however,
'nany separatist leaders began
lo take advantage of a succes-
sion of government ammesty
plans. :

Only a few, very poor sepa-
ratist groups still exist today:
the Pattani United Liberation
Organisation (PULO), National
Liberation Front of Pattani
(NLFP) and the United Front of
Pattani Fighters (UFPF). Their
reduced membership makes it
unlikely that they have sud-
denly’ become active on such a
large scale,

But Thai military leaders
have proceeded as though these
incidents were directly linked to
Muslim separatists. 'With fullk
cooperation from Southerners,
we will easily wipe dut this ter-
rorism,” said Wimol Wang-
wanich, Army Commander-in-
Chief. 'But we haven't got that
cooperation because the terror
did net directly affect residents
of the area.'

The Thai military's frustra-
tion only serves to mask a set of
deeper problems — one histori-
cal and the other of contempo-
rary political vintage. .

Historically, the majority 1.5
million Muslim population in
Thailand's four southern
provinces are linguistically,
ethnically and culturailly Malay
and therefore very different
from.the dominant Thai Bud-
dhist population,

To varying degrees, Muslims
have supported separatist
movements in the past against

what is viewed as a succession .

of oppressive Thai governments.

ganisers had flouted the Home
Minister's request to post-
pone the conference. in view
of the ongoing SAF games.
ey even snubbed the minis-
ler for his lemerity and ex-
ulted in the fact that Islamic

. zeal had triumphed over the

obstruction of those with a
Nawed iman. The government
in general. and the Presiden
in particular, came in for some
very sharp criticism in the
conference.

The administration failed in
its attempt to have the confer-
ence postponed but at the
same time il saw to it that the
surging audience did not turn
imto an attacking horde. The
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questions. Does it realise that
i is more politics than religion
that made such a massive
demonsiration on December
24 7 Does it see the hand of
Jamaat in the whole business 7
Does it see any thing wrong in

" the role of the Khateeb of

Baitul Mukarram. an employee
of the [slamic Foundation who
had played., and who is still
playing. a thinly disguised po-
litical role? The government
leaders, including Prine Min-
ister Khaleda Zia. never tire of
claiming Bangladesh as a land
of communal amity, all its reli-
Sious communities enjoying
full liberty of conscience. will
this claim hold water when
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memory ol what had happened
on October 29, 1992 was fresh
in our minds, and there was an
apprehension that the fury of a
mob might once again be
turned against the Ahmadyas
and their establishments The
small community felt insecure
and made an appeal to the
government for its protections.
University teachers in a state-
ment, and individual writers in
their writings. expressed con-
cern.

After Babri Masjid, and its
sequel, no responsible gov-
ernment can allow communal
passion te be exploited in the
manner the Khatme Nabuwal
did. The government's han-
dling of the Lhreat raises a few

one of the smallest commini-
ties is threatened with expul-
sion from a section of their
own larger community and
when the government is urged
to ban all their legitimate
activities 7 The government is
further urged to cleanse the
administration of all Ahmadyas.
This is McCarthyism at its
most naked, and a most blatant
altack on the constitution of
the People's Republic of

« Bangladesh — a denial of equal

rights of all citizens. Perhaps.
the government is not wun-
aware of all these dangerous
implications of fanning com-
mufal passions. Because it had
had to deal with ugly law and
order situation in the past.

by Tcny Gillotte writes from Bangkok /

The Muslim population has
significantly from Thailand's

economic boom

not benefitted
nearly ten year

Today, in the wake of a. continu-
ing economic boom. the situa-
tion has changed. 'Who cares
about separatists? said one
young man from Yala province,
who preferred not to be named.
‘People now want to see their
provinces become prosperous.’
The Thai militaristic ap-
proach has succeeded in raising
suspicions of using the Muslim
problems to settle old political

scores. If true. it becomes a

risky strategy with high poten-
tial for Muslim separatist vio-
lence and, worse still, risks forc-
ing local Muslims into an un-
necessary and divisive choice —
Islam of the state government.

It's all still very confusing,’'
said Dr Chaiwat Sutha-Anand,
lecturer at Thommasat Univer-
sity's Political Science faculty
and attorney for ' the‘ four
‘Separatist' suspects. 'Actually,
there are really many different
stories about what happened.
There is the government's story.
the military's position, the
newspaper versions and the
Muslim community's own ac-
count.

Certain Muslim members of
parllament are prepared to take
the Leekpai government at its
word. 'Despite the deep rooted
problems in the south.' said
Wanmuhamadnoor Matha, a
Muslim MP from Yala and advi-

sor to Prime Minister :
‘the southern people have ac-
cepted that this government is
working on these problems.’
‘Local people don't think that
PULO or the other separatist
groups have the capacity to
carty out such a coordinafed at-
tack,' continued Mr Matha;
casting aspersions in the direc-
tion of fractious southern Thai
military leaders. 'So the mowve-
ment behind these attacks
must be very powerful, have
money and good discipline.'
Another Muslim governmen

" representative, however, has a

different point of view. 'Poverty
is the most important problem
in my province,' said Muk Su-
laiman, also legal counsel for
the four charged separatists
and Pattani Province MP, but in

one year of this government, |
den't see that they have done

anything to solve the problem.’

Although popularly known '

as a Buddhist country, Thai-
land has a long history of Mus-
limm influence. Islam's arrival in
the area consid preceded
Buddism. Arab and Persian

This tume also. it had had to
sirain s administrative mus-
cles to ensure law and order.
But, at the same time, it main-
tained a mysterious silence
over the issue and failed (o
make an uneguivocal siate-
ment of its policy about trou-
ble shooters Like the Gholam
Azam issue. it made a non-is-
sue of a most urgent issue of a
serious threat to communal
harmony, and an assault on the
concept of human rights.

The: Khatme Nabuwat wants
the government to play a role
as the protector of Islam. — a
most dangerous suggestion.
No geéevernment today, any
where in the world, except the
Saudi government. has arro-
gated such a role itsell. One
speaker of the Manik Mia Av-
fnue meeting of 24 Decem-
ber. if | remember rightly.
wenil 1o the extent of charging
the Prime Minister because
she was not serving Islam as
sincerely as her late husband.
President Ziaur Rahman. did.
it was both a criticism and an
appeal, and the clear sense of
the appeal was : Keep the flag
flying. And the veiled warning
was, il you don't, we will no
longer be with you. You have
had our support so far. but if
you fail us in achieving our
dear objective — declaring the
Ahmadyas non-Muslims, fol-
lowing the example of Pak-
istan — you may soon lose it.
And we predict a fall of your
government.

So the Prime Minister has
been given a clear choice : ei-
ther be a leader of the com-

Thai Dragon

Muslim traders became active
in Southeast Asia as early as
the 7th ceatury while Bud-
dhism bégan to thrive in the
11th :

Thailand's first. modern sep-
aratist organisation was
founded in 1947 te realise
Muslim independence and

- Subsequently fueled
by the Communist Party of
Malaya, Muslim organisations
conducted guerilla
in majority Muslim-speaking
provinces attempting to gal-
vanise support for their seces-
sionist goals.

‘The majority of the people in

the south speak Malay and are -

Muslims,' said Manmuhamad-
noor Matha, Deputy Speaker of

the Thai Parliament and one of .

only nine elected Muslim MP's
out of a total of 360 members of
Parliament. 'Al Muslims
came o B kok, Thailand
went to Muslim areas in the
south. So the history (of the
area) is one of rebellion or sub-
Jugation, depending on your

In 1990, religious antago-
nism flared anew over the con-
troversial Kyusae Mosque, a
200-year-old unfinished struc-
ture in Pattani Province. Sitting
chock-a-block to a Chinese
cemetery, local Muslipn leaders
claimed the mosque had been

are lor the Muslim Utunah, ve

don't care for your Bangladesh;

nalkon.

the
tster to rethink her

problem in choosing between
the two.
What. then, will the next

: ; 578
course of action of the Khatme
Nabuwat? Well, it has made iss
pPlans. and has announged
them. It will call upon the
faithful to lay siege on the Par-
liament house. on three day's
notice; and it has given an ul-
timatum, toe. for the govern-

politics, between

cemetery. |
ethnically Makay
Muslim inhabitants
75 per cent of the local popula-
tion, and up to 7 per cent (4 to
8 million) of the total Thai pop-
ulation of nearly 60 million. In
the deep south, 70 per cent of
local government bureaucrats
are Buddhist including the four

‘We {Muslims) are ‘75 per
cent of the people in the area.’
said Sulaiman, 'so 75 per cent
of the government officials
should be Muslim.' .

The Muslim population has
not benefitted significantly from
Thailand's nearly ten year eco-
nomic boom.

The per capita income s well
below the national average of
US$1.900 per annum. The
south is rich in natural re-
sources (fish, minerals- and
lumber). But businesses are
dominated by Thai and Thai-
Chinese merchants while Mus-
lims gre relegated to low paying
jobs. in agriculture and the
fishing industry. | L

‘begun’” diséussions with '

Malaysia and Indonesia:to in-
troduce the concept of the
Southern Growth Triangle, a
development zone encompass-
ing portions of the three nations
tnrgct;:‘ldlinrindumw-
tural tourism development.

= Depthnews Asia

Sorry World : Apologies are

the Rage in Foreign Affairs

If austerity were brought about all by circulars

-we would have seen it in our midst a long time e i T = e T — — = AP Bom Now Fork ‘
ago. Judging by the number of directives gathering e e et b R = =———— reports

dust on the office shelves, we have to devise
practical ways to make the habitually wasteful of-
ficials accountable, if necessary, on pain of some
corrective punishment. But essentially good
examples of respect for the tax-payers’' money have
to be set across the administration. ° ' |

pasl. It possesses both glory
and heritage. In the Encyclope-
dia Britannica there is a para-
graph written on Narayanganj.

Perhaps because Japan and the UWMIMMWM“‘MM.
_political relations, they have never apologised for the Japanese attack of Pearl
' Harbor or the American nuclear attack on Hiroshima, though both countries have
It is the Dundee of the East. made noises ‘#.W' 1 - .
But the town's richness and

tradition are gradually fading - HO'S sorry now? Just

“out due to absence of civic W about every-

amenities and privileges. The where these days.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are gccepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

came only after years of official
silence.
It was the first time Japan

macie noises of regret,
Tokyo's relations with its
Asian neighbors, on the other

~ Airport Security Lapses

address.

town has been without a park

Alter years of silence, Japan,

~had fully' acknowledged its

hand, have been plagued by

. \ . 7 - for hundreds of years. No 8OV~ * | Russia, South Africa and the wartime role even to its own fears of Japanese expansionisém
The Zia International rt has become quite a Neem tree N agar Bhavan ernment has ever ventured to United States all apologised in * people. | and bitterness over past brutal-
news-maker. Eve);? other _ Sir, 1 like to join with other Sir, The state of our journal- established a park. Neither the 1-1993. z 'l was deeply impressed by ity. ;

ﬂ‘; there would be some
at. Perhaps that only
elite among airports.

haul of contraband this or
admits it to a club of select

I letter writers in recent months

for theeutility of a neem tree.

ism is not very appreciable .No
photo or statistics of the Nagar

municipal authorities nor the
elites have come forward to set

"Once it starts, every group
with a grievance wants an apol-

the Prime Minister's frank atti-
tude, which past Japanese

Apologising carries tremen-
dous cultural weight in Japan,

: ; ' an ' k that is desperately . " ters h t had " ave ) Curti ;
But when a ents tycoon._is ro ed by air- Every home of Bangladesh must Bhavan was published when Uup a par ogy," says Donald McHenry, a  prime ministers have not had, says John Curtis Perry, a Japan
pOi't people allege?i H‘li&l:{}nldsuctusgam'i;lllg) even a - have a.neem tree which can the huge building was opened. ;&qnught b}; ;Ihth Hﬂiﬁlﬂ ﬂf former ambassador to the South Korean President Kim specialist at the Fletcher School

g 2 . - 1 1 : There were only speeches and arayanganj. we nope the con- Y - aid. "W {f Diplom: t Univer-
moron come from areas where aircraft do not exist | S°IV¢ many of our problems . cerned ministry will look into H Lpiitd Natidye aud professor ol Young-swmi sq S Ry (e DipNonMEy AL Tults Litivee

P——

1 a whole horde of mill workers descend on

People of Bangladesh have a

speeches. What the newsmen

the need with urgency.

diplomacy at Geogrgetown Uni-

open a new era.”

sity. ;

; tendency to like imported things and PR Dept of DCC were versity. It was important for the vie- "The Japanese love apolo-
the with revanchist machismo — ZIA most | without glving importance to - doing? Why are our news items  Fayezur Ratiran —{Iapan made its first offi-  tims that Japan finally took gies,” he says. "When you apol--
.ctrtakﬂy cries out for some tighter Security: | natural indigenous ones. Neem always leader and personality  Masdair, Narayangaryj - | cial apologies this year for  moral responsibility for its bru-  ogise it's very wrong for the re-
ﬂﬂ%ﬂ@ﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂt& to be put in place. ‘ Is a tall, spreading tree which is UHTMH"‘? b : : | ' World War 11, after decades of . tality. says Charles Doran, pro: cipient not to accept.”

- The last big haul of d worth Tk 30 million a relative of mahogany or other want to buy a miniature iman' : resistance, * fessor of international relations :
could be maﬂi% thank - fast growing trees. - model of the building for pre- B 8 neghge:ma at Johns Hopkins University's In the end. though, actions

: s fo a plucky guard staking
his life to stop a ghmn_ Trespassers on the apron
such as the one who wag driving away with these

We must have more and
more neem (rees as neem's

senting to children (as also of

_JS, Savar Monument, etc.), but

Sir, On 25th December,
1993 my brother accompanied

— Russia apologised for Sp-
viet abuse of Japanese-prison-
€rs. -

School for Advanced Interna-
tional Studies. ;

speak louder-than apologies.

Regreis over apartheid would be
meaningless without the dis-

: P _ _ there is no such toy industry in by his wife (a lady in 60 plus), — Sotith Africa's government "If people have been : :
black bags of a king's hoard shnult:{ — by the look glhf::’aﬂt;m;fi a;f;?:fi:{; the country. Why the average sister in law, daughter and apologised for &pmhgﬂd_ wronged,” he says, "at the very = mantling ﬂfdﬁﬂum Africa ﬂlﬂml
ofthe incident — be an almost regular affair at the ZIA. family cannot buy local toys grandson travelled to Sylhet — And the United States told !€ast they want to have this System. and Japan's apologies

; Corroboration of that fear did not take months to
come. And it came unheatahlg. A stowaway was
found on board a Biman DC-1 to take-off
on a foreign flight. It was a full-house inside and
the stowaway was standing in the aisle having
failed to find a seat for himself. That helped things.
Imagine it happening in a half-filled passenger

' Mr Ujjal Kumar Roy, the non- ssenger, a man
_ some Jessore village was found to be quite
different from what his name could suggest.
Apparently a simpleton, he walked on to the apron
and asked his wa
bound aircraft — of some workmen at their Lc;b He
was shown the right 1?111311& Reportedly he had no
Epers. for the trip. This is a tell-tale case of the

credibly holed airport security system and

hEDﬂCEW;iblﬂ laxness of performance by the airport
el.

to an Abu Dhabi or Dubai-'

redical literature praises the

tree called arishtha, the San-
skrit word for reliever of sick-
ness. Its leaves are placed in

books, beds or grain bins to '

discourage insects. Neem's
leaves are used in tea as an
anti-malarial agent. The tree is
also ideal for use as firewood

and for making soap, oils for

lamps or lubricant to greege
cart wheels. Neem atea.lgu
(miswaks) are used to: scrub
teeth and gums — this kills oral
bacteria. Neem's leaf alsp can
be used to clean the teeth.
Neem leafl extract can be in-
jected as an anti-dote for
malaria and kalazar,

Though there is no pesticide
plant by neem, in Bangladesh

(well designed for mass produc-
tion)?

~ Editors please set a new
lrend by reporting the speeches
in the last paragraphs (and edit
it into a few lines), and no
proper names please — only
the designations. It is not

- necessary for the citizens to

remember who said something
but what was said has to be
noted. Chase the news not the
speakers. _
Where is Nagar Bhavan? Is it
visible? Why it was designed
that way? What foreign materi-
als were used, and the total
percentage? How the traffic
problem will be solyed around
the area (map please)?

I am fed up of the amateurish

from Dhaka by Biman's Ist
flight leaving that morning.
From the departure security
gate overlooking the tarmac,
they were taken to the aircraft
by Biman's passer coach. As
the footboard of the coach car-
rying them was shaky and bro-
ken, my brother's wife while
alighting from the bus fell
down on the ground as her
shoes got stuck in the hole in
the plank and it cansed her se-
vere injuries resulting in un-
bearable pairi, bruises and
sprain in the ankle. This negli-
gence on the part of Biman au-
thorities is simply outrageous.
No one in the Biman had the
decency to render any help
and assistance. No one ap-

Hawaii it was sorry for over-
throwing Queen Liljuokalani a

‘century ago.

So what's an apology worth,
especially one that comes years
after the fact and is made to
improve relations or gain some
other political advantage?

Etiquette expert Judith Mar-
tin, author of the Miss Manners
columy and an expert on when
to say you're sorry. says, "You
wouldn't think it would be
worth anything, either privately
or in an international context.
This is a very practical, bottom-
line world.

"But the fact is, it makes an
enormous difference.”

Apologies validate the suffer-

recorded as a fact.”

But apologies are rarely
made to make people feel better,
at least in the hard-boiled, Re-
alpolitik world of foreign policy.

Apologising makes sense
only when a past incident gets
in the way of current relations,
some analysts say. Every
"sorry” has an ulterior motive.

Japan wants to improve its
political and economic relations
with the rest of Asia. Russia is
looking for full acceptance into
the international community.
South Africa hopes to minimise
the backlash when its black
majorily takes power.

Arld the US government's

apology to Hawaii?

"Personally, I'm looking at

will mean less to its neighbours
than its military and economic
policies. ;

"An apology should not stop
al worgs," said Park Ji-won,
spokesfhan for the Korean op-
position Democratic Party. "It
will be judged by the extent of
South Korea-Japan cooperation
in the future.”

Will the flood of apologies
continue? Diplomatic observers

are divided over whether the
deluge symbolizes something
bigger. such as the end of the
Cold War and a final closing of
the book on World War [1, or is
just a fad.

Either way. don't hold your
breath for apologies from the Is-
raelis and Palestinians, or the

'nlcorll}Yl.gfal orb t thing about the episode as In Bhopal, India, but the reporting. peared with any first aid box or | ing of people who have been this as a new beginning for the . British and the Irish.
was the decision of the chief pilot of the plane not neem tree, can bring pesticide AZ a doctor. The lady was left to wronged, Martin® says. Hawalian spirit,” says Sen "l don't think we're on the
to it at all. Another plane had to be pressed into within the reach of even the Dhaka her misfortune till such time | “Satisfaction of the soul is a  Daniel K Akaka. who sponsored_ verge of a new wave where ev-
ce to take the ﬂight. His one and only concern poorest people. Most of our that she with the help of her very deep human craving," she the bill. erybody apologises to HH}’L"III}'
people cannot conceive of pucg- Narﬂymm needs husband and accempanying explains. Perhaps because Japan and else for E‘Wl‘j’lhil’lﬁ in the past "

in taxiing back and Mng the plane was
security in flight. While ng him we call for a
Scooping probe geared to healing the present

deep- |
dangerous state of : rt ser:uri?r.
should thank Mr U_[];Jug;v as well fo

Perhaps we :

chasing pesticides but they can
have a neem tree at their

homesteads to save themselves
from most of the diseases as

a park

Sir, Once upon a time
Narayangan| was a town of joy,

relations limped her way.into
the aircraft. Could any one
think of such thing happening
in any international airlines?

Japanese Prime Minister
Morihiro Hosokawa's recent
apologies for Japan's forcing

| tens of thousands of women to

the Untied States already have
robust ‘economic and political
relations, they have never apol-
ogised for the Japanese attack

says former ambassador Jerry
Bremer, managing director of

Kissinger Associates.
M we were, we wouldn't see

S0 eﬂ'tctively stated above, ha This is indeed disgraceful. serve titutes for its sol- { Pearl Harbor or the American war in the Balkans. There's not
. ppiness and charm. It was > as prostitutes for its sc of Pearl Ha or ric
dl:manatratlng the b;asa ineffectiveness of the M Alauddin the Pr:al home of the British Abu M Faiz diers, and for the brutal occu- nuclear attack on Hiroshima. d whole lot of ?W ROlng on
m sacurttysyttem l West Nakhalpara, Dhaka colonial rulers. The town has its Dhaka- 1 205 pation of its Asian neighbors, though both countries have in Yugoslavia



