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~ POPULATION CLOCK AND CENSUS 91
Ticking Falsehood and Manipulating Numbers

by Farida Akhter

VERYDAY . in the televi-
E sion we are watching
the horror .of "popula
tion explosion”, which starts
by asking, "do you know what
Is the population of the
country until today?" It ticks
several times and then starts
computing figures by minutes
and by days to show how many
more people are added. A huge
number of people float in the
background of the screen
in the radio. the same mes
sage is transmitted for the ear.
Horrifying sounds are created
to attract the attention of the
listeners before giving infor-
mation on the jonal num-
ber of people. This is the
population clock, the machine
to produce the "truth” of num-
bers. It is a primitive counting
imachine but posed as a superb
technological hardware in the
age of electronic gadgets and
information flows. This ma-
chine clock has become the
authority to say t is hap-
pening in the real world, ‘how
many children are born every
minute and every day. No evi-
dence is necessary, no real
of the real births is
required. The machine, a cal-
culator-clock. does not know
anything else but keeps on
adding numbers according to a
prefixed rate, that is, 4 per
minulie.
Despite the, fact that no one
is chal the population
clock's false figures, the popu-

lation us of 1991 is a big
emblnmmt for the popula-

tion control establishment, Be-

eause the census does not tally
with the clock's calculation.

The clock has been proved
wrong by the results of the
census ‘91,

The final report of the cen-
sus 1981 has been released by
the State Minister of Planning,
Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan. at'a
press conference at National
Economic .Council (NEC) on
23rd December 1993. The
present figure of country's to-
tal population is 11.14.55,185
or more than 111 million with
an annual growth rate of 2.17.
This latest presentation of the
results of the census is an up-

ward adjustment to the origi-

nal results of the census of
1991, The state minister men.
lioned that enumerated cenisus

was 2.01. "But it was found that
somehow or other 4.61 per
cent people remained outside
enumeration”. Therefore they
had to be adjusted in the new
figures, the minister said. For

two years of census we are
given a figure of 111 milion
population .

Two levels of adjustnrents
were made in the census re
stlts. One was called post

Despite the fact that no one is challenging

the population clock's false

Jigures, the

population census of 1991 is a big embar-
rassment for the population control estab-
lishment. Because the census does not tally
with the clock’s calculation. The clock has
been proved wrong by the results of the cen-

sus 91.

the readers we have italicized
the words of the minister.

The preliminary results of
the third census of Bangladesh
was declared on 29th July.
1991 in a seminar organised
by the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics. According to the
preliminary results of the
population Census of 1991, the
enumerated population was
104 million. The Minister of
Finance and Planning. Saifur
Rahman officially declared the
census findings but expressed
his doubts over its accuracy. It
was not because they had defi-
nite information about under-
enumeration. The newspaper
reports quoted the census re-
sults were much lower than
the figure shown in the popu-
lation cleck of UNFPA, which

enumeration sample ‘adjust-
ment and the other final ad-

" justment. In these phases of

adjustments about 51,10.857
people have been added to the
preliminary findings of 1991
census. In one of the docu-
ments by the ministry of envi-
ronment and jorest, GOB and
UNDP, it has been stated that
"there could be an underesti
mate of five per cent or more.”

Upward adjustments in the
preliminary findings of the
population census is not a new
phenomenon in Bangladesh.
The first population census of
the independent nation.
Bangladesh was carried out in

1974. On July 5, 1974 an
agreement was signed belween

the government of Banglades!
and the UNFPA regardin

Preliminary Result
Post Enumeration

_ Adjustment
Final Sample '
Adjustment

showed in 1991 the figure of
11.89,95,552 i.e. more than
118 millon, a difference of
one crore and forty lakhs peo-
ple or 14 million ;

The preliminary results of
the census ‘was later adjusted
in a post enumeration census
sample adjustment and the fi-
nal sample adjustment stood at
10.98.77.000 or more than
109 million. Even the post
enumeration sample adjust-
ment result was much lower
than what the population clock

33918319
55679003
26500000

50847824 | 104766143

52413937 | 107992940

93377000 | 109877000

“Census Development — Data
Progessing” project to be con-
dicted within the Census
Commission.

In all these adjustments
processes we find that-an addi-
tion of 1,46,75.018 (i.e. more
than 14 million) people are
added not because of r
tion "boom" but for the sake of
adjustmenis in numbers in
Ihrec censuses conducted
since 1974,

The figures from census '91

"ments were done?

1991 still differ considerably.
The latest figures of population

according to census ‘91 s,

11,1455 185 and that of the
population clock is
11.89,95,56562 showing a dif-
terence of 75,40.367. That
means the population clock

had such an exaggerated figure
which could net been adjusted

even with several upward ad-
justments. The population
clock was not right from the
beginning. Its projections are
false and baseless. UNFPA pro-
jects these figures without any
correspondence with reality.
The f[alsehood is alseo re-
vealed when the State Minister
referred to three specific
cases of "discrepancies” such
as the estimation of the num-
ber of tribal people, the float-
ing population ef the country
and the number of people on
the basis of religion. The alle-

gations are interesting in these

cases. It is being pointed out
Lthat the ligures with such spe-
cific breakdown do nol mateh
according to the new adjusted
figures. These have remained
the same as the primary cen-
sus and did not change after
the post enumeration check. If
the discrepancies have to re-
main, then why the adjust-

The question is why is
there the upward adjustment
ol population census? It is ex-
clusively to justify that the
country is overpopulated and
consequently population con-
trol programmes and associ-
ated international condition-
alitites are legitimised with
Lthese [alse statistics.

Census may be an
important tool for planning.
Pn-pulatb% controllers, specifi-
cally the UNFPA, is systemati-
cally destroying the possibility
of a fairly reliable census on
the basis of which a proper
planning can be approached.
The whole exercise ig used to
legitimise certain policiep

which are highly ‘questibnable .

and has nothing to do with the
interest of the people in coun-
Lries like ; B

Will UNFPA please explain

‘this systematic falsehood

threugh population cléck and

T is observed that new de-

in the development theory
loday. The concept of Human
Development puts people at
the hub of the development
process. People need to be
provided with basic nece-
ssitles, opportunities and chi-
mate so that they can live a
productive and healthy life.
Thus the specirum of this
concept is broader than that ol
Human Resource Development
which simply considers people
as the means rather than the
end.

The major indicators of
human development are life
expectancy, health and sani-
tation, food and nutrition.
education, income distribution
and poverty, status of children
and women. human
and environment. The latest
report of UNDP testifies that

Today human dew‘ﬂnpnmr'

is being perceived as an
alternative strategy for deve-

lopment in the developing

countries. Human

presupposes investment of
effort and money to develop
human capabilities so that
these capabilities are utilised
for the welfare of all. From the
experience of the past few
decades, it is evident that
development policies and
programmes

little change in the quality of

- lives of the poor. In Bangladesh

the benefits of development
efforts have not fully reached'
the rer section of the
people. Still a major segment
of our population lives below
the poverty line; they do net
have access to goods
and services. Childgen and
women in the rural areas are
the worst victime of poverty
which in turn causes incidence

opment, the declaration and
plan of action adopted at the
World Summit for Children of
1990 incorporated agenda for
improving the conditions of
childreb and women by the

have created

population in 1991 was
10,63,14,992 and growth rate

was showing in 1991. In De-
cember 1993, after more than

tesults and’ those [rom the
wpulation clock as of March

the manipulation of census fig- | year 2000. In the Second
ures? International Conference of
The writer is Executive Di- | Mayors, held in 1993 in Me-

_ rectdh. UBINIG, a leading NGO | xico. mayors have been assig-
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| Planned Parenthood and Human Development

human development? is it

In fact, a planned parenthood can

the process of achieving human

development
of children who promise to be “the fdther of
man.” Planned parenthood calls for prepara

tion,

. and organisation for
Ht!wﬂ_ﬂdrmmmMctﬂzens.

upbmg:

S

Oy cehvecateed mathers can toba o core of Iwddanovd physical. ingcliee-

s

tual and emotional devetopry i of the  children.

rights and privileges of chil-
dren. The Seventh SAARC

Summit (April 10-11, 1993)
adopted a resolution for human
development. The government
has thus prepared a national
action plan to reduce child
mortality and illiteracy and to
protect the ¢hild's rights and
the status of children and
women. The role of the citi-

zenry government, NGO's and

development partners is cru-
cial to achieving the

[}

Yy ORRYING irends are emerg
ing in the petroleum industry
world wide, highlighting its

volatility. This volatility is driven by

geo-politics of demand and supply of

oll and gas. Examples of such geo-
political factors are the Gulf, changes
in the former Soviet Union and.
introduction of market mechanisms in
China.

Given the global nature of the -

market, and projected exhaustion of
gas reserve in Bangladesh by the year
2010, the country requires new busi-
ness techniques and a new
management culture in the petroleum
sector,

The Daily Star approached
Ahmedul Ameen, who has years of
experience in the oil and gas sector.

The Daily Star (DS): Bangladesh
“has the reputation of being a gas-
- prone country. What are the prospects
of finding oil in Bangladesh?

Ahmedul Ameen (AA): Bangladesh
Is a gas-prone country. But that is only
a small part of the story. There is oil
in Bangladesh. The proof is discovery
of oil at Haripur and testing of oil
during drilling of appraisal well and
production at Kailashtila gas field and
Fenchuganj exploration well no-1.

DS: We know about the discovery of
' oil at Hartpur. But why didn’t the
government make the find in public?

AA: Probably the government did
not want too high expectations to be
generated which happened after an-
nouncement of Haripur discovery.

DS: Gas reserve gstimates have
been released by the authorities Sfrom
time to time. ranging from 7 TCF to
17 TCF. What do you think about the
actual gas reserve in Bangladesh? -

AA: All of them are somewhat
correct.
parameters have been used to make
the estimates. .

The initial reserve estimate was
Degoyler and Mcnorton's. There was
the Becthel report and lastly the IKM
report. All these reports are based

upon limited data and a small number -

of wells-in each gas fields. In order to
make proper reserve estimation, we
need (o drill more appraisal wells (o
delineate the boundary of gas-sand in
each field. and .also onitor
production data from producing wells.
~ In my opinion. reserve estimales
‘between 11 to 13 TCF is preity
conservative, i
DS: You are claiming there is oil in
Keiilashtila and Fenchugany, If so, why
didd not the government drill more
wells in these structures to confirm
the discovery?
- AA! Logically, more well should
have been drilled in these two
structurks to confirm the discovery.
Any oil company would have done so.

Bangladesh, being a country with

financial constraints, should not
venture into high risk business of oil
and gas exploration She should spend
money on drilling in the most
prospective geological structures: not
in politically and bureaucratically
motivated locations.

It is true that we have oil in the
caslern part of Bangladesh. At the
Same Ume the western part of the
couniry remains energy-starved. A

It depends upon what-

Bangladesh Faces Da.u;ting Task Qh Enérgy

There are many different paths that might be followed in coping with our
short-term and long-term energy problems. In surveying the lines of attack
wmhtewrcunmnmﬁamemmma.wmwwm
need after 2010, when our recoverable gas reserve wil finish unless new
horizons are explored, Ahmedul Ameen, a member of Southeast Asia
Petroleum Exploration Society and consultant to major oil companies,
explain why and how conservation and increasing domestic oil and gas

.......
......

discovery of gas or oil in the western -

part will greatly help the economy. I
think six wells have been drilled in
the western part of Bangladesh and
about 40 wells in the adjacent West
Bengal, a state of India. All of these

were dry wells and except one or (wo

gas shows in West Benghl,

production can help meet both types of

our needs. |

Whereas in Surma basin, the
‘discovery ratio is practically one for
every two to three wells. L]

So, if | am to advise on betting on
exploration in Bangladesh, my advice
is bet on Surma basin.

DS: For the last few years. we have

been hearing that international oil

companies are showing keen interest
in exploring oil and gas and also in
production sharing contracts. But tilb
now, nobody has signed a contract.
Please comment.

AA: With World Bank money in late
‘80s, Petrobangla launched petrbleum
exploration project to attract foreign

oil companies. Foreign -::nmpanleni

were engaged to carry out seismic
survey and consultants were engaged
to prepare reports, docket and- model
production sharing contracts, as well
as to make presentation of the same
by holding seminars in the USA and

Japan. Attendance in the seminars was
not bad. Post-response were poor.
The® documents prepared by the
consultants faited to impress the
professionals in oil companies. And

+ companies, should have

Jocal, are

donor agencies. .

ned the task of defending the

Exploration

the model

whoever prepared
production sharing con . probably
had no clue as to how :::ﬁ:ﬂnlﬁmu]

campany work. It was not a
production sharing contract. What the

management of Petrobangla did not
realise is that it is one thing to
prepare documents for presentation
to Planning Commission, Ministry of
Finance or to Cabinet Committee or

for approval of a project; but it is a
totally different thing when dealing

- with an ofl company. They forgot that
. 0ll companies are neither charitable
- organisations nor donor agencies. Oil

companies are run by professionals,
they will drive a hard bargain to avail
of the best exploration opportunities
on the best prospects.

Bangladesh is not yet rated by the
international oil companies as the best
geological prospect tor exploration
nor for negotiation ny
which takes years to be finalised.

Bangladesh being an Asian country
with poor track record has to offer
something 'better than its
or other Asian countries sach -as

e fact that a closed country like
Burma signed nine production -
sharing eontract in & year and that
Vietnam has .
investment spot for m

Formulating the petroleum policy is
a step in the right direction by th
present government. But the govt
should

hmlﬂ in the ‘model
production ring contracts before it
sits for negotiation with any oil
companies.

Secondly, Petrobangla has the
responsibility to negotiate PSC. Then
they should be given parameters and
authority to negotiate and finalise con-
tracts within these parameters
without running back and forth to
ministries for approval. I

DS: It is predicted that our gas
reserve would be¢ exhausted by the
year 2010, unless new discoveries are
made, what do suggest to avert the
crisis?

AA: Private sector,both foreign and
being allowed to play every
active role in oll and gas sector in
India and Pakistan in recent years.
Bangladesh should follow their
examples. If the government wants
local private sector participation, it
must give .them preferential
treatment, as it has been done in India
and Pakistan. Government should also
give tax shelter and financial
incentives to attract the idle money.

Government should reserve small
structure for exploration or
development by the private sector in
conjunction with Bangladesh
Petroleum  Explo-ration Company

. a subsidiary of :
as well as promote "built operate
transfer' concept for surface facilities.
power plants, etc. '

To attract foreign direct in-
vesiment, they should start giving
preferential treatment to countries
like Taiwan, Korea, Brunei, etc
through bilateral instead
of looking at traditional countries or

' the favourite.

-
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of cifild and women develop-

- memt. An inleraction

anong
these forces is insirumental to

in Bangladesh.

But the question arises —
whose ‘it is to
achieve human development?
A modern state is considered

or a government or HRD agen-
cies, public or private, alone
perform the responsibility of
accomplishing the goals of

 Death by th

ESHUBHAI Dhedya lives

in Manibeli and Bhula-

bhai Motibhai in Vad-
gam, two hamlets in two
separate Indian states, on
either side of the Narmada river
in eentral India.

The Narmada once brought
them life. But a gigantic dam is
being built there, and now the
mighty river may bring death
instead. Thousands of 3
say they will rather drown in
the rising waters than move to
another location.

The Sardar Sardvar dam,
India’'s biggest multi-purpose
project, a few kilometres down-
stream from Manibeli in Maha-

‘'rashtra state and Vadgam in

Gujarat, will swallow their vil-
lages this monsoon season as

s ﬁf
the d.in starts impounding wa-
ter.

Keshubhai's mud hut is at
least 50 metres above the
swiftly flowing Narmada river
and will be the first to disap-
pear. Along with it will- go
Keshubhai's family of five.

They will be joined by Bhu-
labhai and his family on the
opposite bank and by several
other families who plan to sit
and drown as the dam's waters
rise. "Jalhatya (death by the
waters) is our biggest weapon

against the dam.” says Manibeli

I they do not fear this
death, Narayanbhal says sim-
ply: "What is there to far from
the Narmada? It is our mother.
We have grown up with it by
our side and now we will die in
its arms."

"Our fight is for our children
and their children to be." he

ldd-.”Suwhyﬂanthey

be scared of the waters?"

cided to die on their land rather

than face a strange and uncer- *

tain future.

The Sardar Sarovar will

L]

suh;n:rge an esthuated 245 vil-

lages in the states of
Maharashtra, Gujarat and.
Madhya Pradesh. :

The 61-metre dam will
also drown temples on “the

Narmada. One of India's most

" sacred, apart of the sixteenth

century Shoolplansehwar tem-
ple in Manibeli with an idol that
is more than 5,000 years old
will be underwdter once the
rains come.

The authorities are planning
to shift the idol before the wa-
ters rise, but the 80 families
who have firmly resisted all at-
tempts to move them to a re-
habilitations site 35 -kms from
Manibeli in Parveta say they will

Keshubhai says his neigh-
bour and many others who left
now wish they had stayed.

According to Parunbhai
Fadvi, headman of Manibeli
Parveta as the new settlement is
called, many villagers have been

!
i

i!
!i

i
7
H

l
{

|

: ﬁ:
|

¥

5

i

7
"i
1

]

|

ﬂj
i

|

n
I
:l]a

f
l
:
!

!
|
|

i
i

|

T !I!

i
!

i
:
‘3
|

5

!_
|

;
=

?
|

|
L

|
|
H

i
!

|

|

5

4
i ii

. H
Il
Egi

1
-
U

e River. -

given rocky land and others

stipulations on resettlement

amtl environment, ” the
world listened 1o us alier

deafl for years.” says 7()-vear-old
Gangaram Baba who came o
Manibcli wore than o year ago

to join the sacrifice squads.

But most of the
lieve the
be more
to push
Narayanbhai's
hﬁqﬁmmmmm
was oil was,” Ab bahut marenge
(now the government will beat
us more)."

Indeed, a 42-year-old tribal
woman from Antras, a village in
the Gujarat's submergence zone
was recently beaten and
by twe policemen and
man for refusing to leave her
village and move to a rehabilita-
tion site.

But most villagers say they
will not be intimidated into

leaving.

Says al Tadvi: "Our
struggie has just begun. This is
a reyolution we are initiating. If
not today, then tomorrow our
demands for a just future will
be met." wa

1!-
will now
than ever

igh the project.
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