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Catching, sale of fish
fry going on unabated

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Jan 1: Defying
the government order, the fish
are being caught indiscrimi-
nately in different parts of the
district.

It is re that some
fishermen in Chirirbandar,
Birol, Parbatipur, Kotwali, Bir-
ganj and Bochaganj thanas of
the district had been catching
fish fry of ruhi, katla, mrigel,
magur and silvercufl from
rivers, canals and haors.

a huge quantity of
different varieties of fish fry are
being sold in different markets,
hats and bazars of the district.
It is learnt that some of the
fishermen had been using cur-
rent nets for catching these fish
fry.

The government has banned
the catching of fish -fry below
nine inches to implement its
open water fish production pro-

gramme. .

it is alleged that law enforc-
ing agencies are often play a
silent role to take any stringent
action against the illegal

fry.
m?‘ﬁw—:umpu
on unabated, the fish produc-
tion in the district will be de-

Ir.in:nhmrmlbv.

FARIDPUR, Jan 1: The 12th
founding anniversary of Dr Za-
hed Memorial Shishu Hospital,
Faridpur was
cently,

Add ng
hospital premises, Health and
Family Weliare Minister
Chu“ﬁmry Kamal fbne Yusuf
stressed the need for setting up

of private hospitals to extend ,

health care facilities to people of
the country. Under the present
condition only 10 per cent to 15
per cent people get health care
facilities in the ment run

hospitals, the minister added.

The minister urged the pri-
vate entrepreneurs to comefor-
ward to set up hospitals like
our neighbouring countries to
ease the prevailing health care
situation. He further said, that

government was ready to axtend
all kinds of assistance to such

rs.

The minister lauded the ser-
vice given [rom the shishu
hospital to the children of this
area. He afso assured en-
hancement of t assis-
tance for the hospital which is
getting Taka five lakh per an-
num. ’

The 30-bed hospital since its
inception treated 36,1818 out-
door patients, 8304 indoor pa-

. 8ol

Obscene fllms are being ex-
hibited through VCR and VCP's
in different areas of the district
for long time without any hesi-
tation.

The dishonest video shop-
owners of Dinajpur town have
been exhibiting obscene and
blue films through their mobile
unit of VCR an VCP's openly.
These shows are also arranged
in the rural areas.

The exhibition of naked films
vitiated the social atmosphere
in the district greatly contribut-
ing eroding moral values of the
young boys and girls. Moreover,
with the screening of blue-films,
the number of anti-soctal activ-
ities has increased alarmingly
in the rural areas ol the district,
social worker alleged.
The vedio busincss has been

on unabaled throughout
the district iAcluding Dinajpur
town without iicences for years
together.

It is alleged that the owners
of a number video-shops
have running their busi-
ness by paying monthly pa-
ments to a section of o :
As a result, the government is
deprived of a huge revenue in

this sector from Dinajpur town.

Only 15 pc get health
care facilities

tients. It also treated 21,0086
patients through mobile units,
imgnunised 40,933 children.
The present annual expendi-
ture of the hospital s Taka 32

lakh. The expunditure is met
from donations.

The anniversary meeting was .

addressed among others by Dr
Makhtaruzzaman, Professor of
Cardiology, Dhaka Medical
College, Professor Dr Enayel
Kabir, Principal of Faridpur
Medical College and Abul
Bashar Mia, President of Dr Za-
hed Shishu Hospital. It was
presided over by KM Nurul
Huda, Deputy Commissioner of
Faridpur.

The inaugural session wus
followed by a seminar on "chitid
health and breastfeediiic .
Among others, Prof MWK
Talukdar, eminent child special
ist and I’mject Director of Inst
tute of Child and Moiler
Health, Dr AKM Lutful Rabir,
Associate Professor of the insu-
tute, Dr M Shahidullah and Dr
M Qamrul Hassan of the same
institulv participated in the
seminar.

Speakers described breas!
feeding as the most importan!
factor for keeping the babies in
good health.

Migratory birds decreasing
for want of food, security

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Jan 1 : The win-
ter migratory birds have started
crowding the beels, canals,
chars and haors of greater
Khuilna zone.

These migratory birds were
abuddantly found in Khuina,

and Satkhira districts
during the winter season in the

The different types of birds’

200 s of wipter birds mi-
grate Siberia region.

It is informed thal hunting
and scarcity of fish arc the main

reasons for gradual decrease of
migratory birds.

The shots from the guns
terrify the birds and make diffi-
cult their stay there. The trap-
pers catch birds day and night.

Many poor people caich
birds in this way and earn

. money by selling them in the
markets

High officials of the govern-
ment and influential persons
who have licensed guns are
found killing the birds disobey-
l:: the government prohibition

A section of are inter-
ested to hunt birds and hire
guns and cruelly kill birds out
of joy.

The number of birds is also
decreasing for the construction
of embankments to protect the
crops from flood water. The ar-
eas along the embankments be-
come dry with the advent of
winter.

Modern methods should be
adopted which are in pr: is
Russia and other developed
countries 1o protect these birds,

Government has

Jan 1:
sanctioned Taka 3,50,00,000
jor purchasing scientific appa-
ratlus and books for five uni-
versity colleges of the country
under special development pro-
gramme’ during the current fis--

cal year, BSS.

The colieges 0 be brought
under this are,
Government Bro Uni-
versity College of Barisal, Gov-
ernment Eden's Girls University
College of Dhaka, Government
Ananda Mohun University Col-
lege of Mymensingh,
Carmichael University College
of Rangpur, Government Victo-
ria University of Comilla
and Government Brojolal Col-
lege of Khulna.

According to an official
source, of the total Taka
2.50,00,000 will be spent for

purchasing scientific apparatus
and Taka 1,00,00,000 for pur-
chasing books of the collcges.

Meanwhile, all arrangements
have been made for implement-
ing the projects, the source
added

Each of these colleges will
get Taka 50,00,000 jor purchas-
ing scientific apparatus and
Taka 20,00,000 for purchasing
books.

Another report says: The

Annual General Meeting and
the election of the Barisal press
club was held at the press club
premises of Agarpur road Sat-
urday with SM igbal, President
of the club, in the chair.
+ Md Ismail Hossain Nagaban,
General Secretary of the club,
read out the report of 1993 and
a number of resolutions were
adopted in the meeting.

-
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Unfair action

CHANDPUR, Jan 1
Chandpur Pourasava plunged
into darkness since Wednesd
night after PDB snapped all
electric connections in the,
poura arca to realise its out-

| standing electric bills, reports

UNB.
OfTicial sources confirmed

the news saying that the action
has beon taken 1o realise PDB's
outstanding electric bills of
Taka 2.856 crore from the
| pourasava.

They alleged that despite re-
peated reminders the pourasava

authority failed to clear the bills
outstanding since 1985.

The urasava authority
meanwhile has paid a portion of
the dues amounting Taka 11.5
jakh, but it was not satisfac-
tory, the PDB officials said.

The residents of the

pourasava of about 1.5 lakh are
going through immense incon-

venience following the power

switch off.

They alleged that stealing is
on the rise taking advantage of
the darkness.

[l
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NOAKHALI: Batrister Moudud Ahmed, JP lead
guest at the biennial conference of the local unit o
auditorium. The conference was presided over by

er in parliament speaki
f party held recently at the poura
Abu Sufian where Anowar Hossain

) -‘ P ek e

ng as chief

Monju, presidium member of JP also spoke. Moudud criticised the BNP government for
keeping Ershad in jail under Special Powers Act.

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 1 : Chemi-
cal wastes of dying factlories
and yarn factories have been
polluting the environment of
handloom oriented Belkuchi,
Chowhali and Shahzadpur
thanas.

It is gathered that mush-
room growth of Firoza dying
and yarn mercerising factories
has created health hazards in
different parts of Sirajganj dis-
trict. During last one year,
about 300 Firoza dying factories
and yarn mercerising factories
have been set up in different vil-
lages of Randhunibari, Maijhail,
Tamai, Chala, Shernagar,
Mukundagati, Goprekhi and
Gopalpur in Belkuchi thana;
Gumurki, Betil, Enayetpur and
Ghatabari in Chowhali thana
and Khukni, Jalalpur, Rupshi,
Makra and Dwariapur in
Shahzadpur thana.

Firoza colour and mercerised
cotton yarn are at present being
widely used in the handloom

I Wastes of dying, yarn factories
- polluting environment

From Our Correspondent

factories to produce saree, lungi
and dhuti. Due to massive
popularity apd demand of
Firoza colour, dying factories
are siill being set up in the
handloom oriented villages.

It is further gathered that
poisonous chemicals like caus-
tic, nitric acid, hydrose,
bleaching powder and naphthol
are widely used in these dying
and mercerising factories. Most
of the factories are situated in
the densely populated areas.
Chemical wastes of these dying
and mercerising factories are

dumped in the nearby ditches:

and ponds in an unplanned
method creating bad smell and
even polluting tubewell water.

During last rainy season, poi-
sonous water from these {acto-
ries affected other ponds caus-
ing epidemic of fish. The wasles
are so poisonous that trees and
plants near the dumping areas
have also dried up. People of

the adjacent areas of dying and
mercerising factories have been
suffering from gastro-intestinal
diseases. Local people have re-
peatedly requested the factory
owners to dump the wastes at
distant and isolated places but
they did not pay any attention
to their calls.

Meanwhile, people of the al
fected areas have applied to the
health authorities for proper ac-
tions. A team-from Sirajganj
Civil Surgeon's office recently
visited a factory in Chala under
Belkuchi thana.

The affected people of the lo-
calities have urged the higher
authorities to take positive
steps in keeping the environ-
ment clean and save the people
from health hazards.

Dairy farmers need
facilities
Prospect for dairy farming in
the district has been gradually

ruined due to non-availability of
necessary medicines as well as

quality cows.
There are about 425 private

wda.lry farms,; including 50 at the

town area. All these farm own-
ers are encouraged who get
necessary bank loans.

During a visit to a dairy farm
at Mirpur in the minicipal area,
it was found that 40 to 50 litres
of milk is produced everyday
earning a profit of Taka 250 to
Taka 300 everyday. Hafizur
Rahman Khan, the owner of the
farm, told The Daily Star that
he was given Taka two lakh as
loan from the Sonali Bank. Re-
ferring to the problems he and
other owners face he said sup-

lying medicine for the cows at
air price is urgently required.

Besides, import of cows includ-
ing Frisian, Jarsee and Shahi-
wal variety are also necessary
for _Eroductiun of more milk.

Taka 5 lakh
goods gutted

COMILLA, Jan 1 : About 100
people of eight families lost
their honics in a devastating fire
that broke out at Jubaloya vil-
lage in Laksham thana in last
week, reports UNB.

The extent of damages was
eslimalted to be Tk 5 lakh,

There was no report of pny
casualty or injuries, local people
said. The cause of the fire could
not be known. :

Another report adds : An
unidentified man was killed in a
road accident at Chhaygharia in
Chandina thana on December
21

The accident occurred when
a Dhaka bound truck over-
turned alter colliding with an-
other truck coming from the
opposite direction. |

Police seized the truck but
the driver managed to escape.

Another report says: BDR
patrol party arrested two per-
sons and seized huge quantity
of smuggled goods worth about
Taka B1,750 from a night coach
al the junction of Comilla by-
pass and Kotbari road last
woe k.

Misapptopriaiion
charge against
UP chairman

SATKHIRA, Jan 1 : * The
works of Sovenali Union
Parishad in Assasun thana are
being hampered for last nine
months due o alleged misman-
agement of the UP chairman,
says LUNB.

Local people alleged that Ul
chairman Shahidul Islam mis-
appropriated government goods
allocaled to the union for devel-
opment activities.

The U members also
brought aliegation of misbe:
haviour agsinst him. They said
the chairma:. misbehaved with
them when Lhey wanted tlo
know on the issue.

The members have appealed
ta the Dejputy Commissioner
and the Th..na Nirbahi Officer
[TNO) to Llak: necessary actions
against the P chairman

102 die of diarrhoea, similar
diseases 1n one year -

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 1 : A total
of 102 people died of diarrhoea
and other water-borne diseasecs
in the district in 1993, official

-sources said, reports UNB.

More than 20,000 people

were attacked by the disecases in

“nine thanas of the district dur-
ing the period.
Unofficial sources, however,

said the death figure might have
stood at 140 and some 25,000
were attacked by the discases.

Lack of pure drinking water,
adulterated oil and earth mixed
salt imported from India were
identified as the causes for
spread of diarrhoea and other
water-borne diseases (n
Karipur, Belkuchi, Tarash and
Ullapara thanas.

The epidemic situation was
checked by effective measures
taken by the authorities, the
sources added.

About 7.50 lakh people of

ten thanas of Sirajganj and
Pabna districts have been suf-
fering from various diseases in-
cluding intestinal ones due to
existence of excessive iron in
drinking water, reports UNB.

The survey reports ol
UNICEF and Health Depart-
ment revealed that each litre of
water in these two districts con-
tains 12 mg iron while medical
sources said only one mg iron is
required in one litre of drinking
water,

The survey reports also ap-
prehended that more people will
be afllected if pooper measures
were nol taken immediately.

Public Health® Department
has undertaken a programme 1o
sel up iron removing plants in
Shahjadpur, Ullapara and
sadar thanas ol Sirajganj and

Sathia and Bera thanas of

Pabna.
Official sources said the
plants will start functioning

soon to remove the excessive

iron from the drinking water,
2 heroin addicts '
arrested
Police arrested twu heroin
addicts from a house al Soy-
agobindha area in the town on
Tuesday night.
The arrested, identilied as
Anwar Hossain and Alam Hos-
sain of the area, are heroin ad-

dicts for a long time. |
Anwar was given money to

. buy some medicines for his

mother who was fighting for life
in Sira General Hospital.

But i(nstead of uying
medicines he bought heroin
withr the money and was ar-
rested by the police while taking
the drug with his accomplice,
Alam.

Sensing police arrival the
house owner, Zahiruddin, an
alieged heroin seller, managed

to escape.

Rainfall in Rajshahi rises

RAJSIIAHI, Jan i Rainfall
in Rajshahi region has in-
creased by over ten inches lor
the last eight years despite ad-
verse effect of Farakka, says
BSS,

The average rainfall from
1978 to 1985 was recorded as
54.54 inches while 64.7B inches
was recorded from [986 1o
1993 in the region, according to.
hydrology department of
Bangladesh Water Development
Board

Rajshahi is knowrn as a typl-
cal dry climatic region with
comparatively low and high
temperature ranging from eight
degree Celsius to 44 degree
Celstus

Due to adverse effect of
Farakka, environment and eco-
logical problems are m:inﬂ
hampering the economic growt
and creating health hazards in
the region.

To overcome the situation,
official sources said, different
government, semi-government,
Lon-govermment organisations
and o hers have undertaken a
massive aflforestation pro-
gramme in Lhe region as per di-
rective of 'rime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Official sources told BSS
that over one crore various
saplings have already been
planted for protecting the
desertification process as well

by over 10 inches

as maintaining al bala-
nce in the region. . B
would help adequate rainfall for
the benefit of the people.
RCC mayor
election

Election campaigning for the
post of mayor and 30 ward
commisstoners of the Rajshahi
City Corporation is continuing
in full swing. 5

Seven candidates for the
post ol mayor, including BNP
nominated candidate Mizanur
Rahman Minu, visited diflerent
arcas of the city Tuesday and
exchanged views with the vot-
Crs
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PIROJPUR

BCL wins
college union

election

“Jan 1: Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-I} swept the Kaukhali
College Students’ Union election

| with Shahidul Islam Liton and

Aminur Rashid as Vice Presi-
dent and General Secretary re-
spectively, reports UNB.

Chhatra League (M-I) bagged
all the 16 seats in the election
held last week.

Rakibuddin was elected As-
sistant General Secretary of the
union.

Another report adds: The
election of Pirojpur press club
was held recently with Goutoam
Roy Chowdhury (Banglar Bani)
and Alamgir Hossain (Ingilab)
as President and General Secre-

F:asiul Alam Bachu was
elected Vice President.

PATUAKHALI

12 injured
In groups
clash

Jan 1: Twelve persons were
injured, five of them seriously,
in a clash between two rival

groups of villagers of south Am-
ragachhia under Mirzaganj on

Friday, says BSS.

The clash ensued when the
rival groups were trying to har-
vest paddy on a disputed land. .

The five seriously injured
persons have been admitted to
Mir i hospital. They are,
Sohrab, Salim, Jalil, Abdul
Hakim and Habib.

A case has been registered

with Mirzagan] police.

SIRAJGANJ - -

Four JCD
activists
injured

Jan 1 : Four Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) activists
were injured, one . In
an attack by the rival group of
students at village Rasulpur in
Kmarkhand thana on Monday
night, says UNB.

Seriously injured, Papon Is-
lam (17), lst year student of
Haji Korap Ali Degree College,
was shifted to Dhaka for treat-
ment. He received serfous head
injury.

Police said, Bangladesh
Chhatra League (M-I) activists
attacked them following the
past enmity. Police arrested two

BCL members, Uzzal and Sukur
in this connection.

PABNA

13 fisheries
projects in
operation

Jan 1: District Fisheries De-
partment implemented 13
fisheries p ts at a cost of
280 metric tons of wheat in six
thanas df the district during
the current financial year, re-
ports UNB.

According to official sources,
three projects in sadar, two in
Atgharia, one each in Vangura
and Chatmohar, two in Iswardi
and three in Sujanagar were
implemented on the second
week of this month.

Meanwhile, some ponds in
the district are being cleaned for
Elm‘lculturc and initiative has

een taken to motivate the
people for fish cultivation in
their respective ponds. Steps
have been taken to extend soft
term loan to the pisciculturists.

With the implementation of
the projects, about 1000
maunds of fish worth about Tk
30 lakh will be produced annu-

ally

MADARIPUR

JCD demands
withdrawal of
"false cases’

Jan |: Jattytabadi{ Chhatra
Dal (JCD) of the district in a
protest meeting demanded
withdrawal of what they called
the false murder case against
its sadar thana secretary Idris
Al Dorfi, reports UNB.

The speakers at the meeting
held on Dec 20 said, Dorji was
{alsely implicated in a murder
case by some interested groups.
The murder was cdmmitted on
Dec 16 at Sayna village in sadar
thana. They said, some miscre-
ants attacked Dorji, ransacked
his house and looted valuables
worth about Taka 1.75 lakh on
the following day.

Presided over by district JCD
secretary Nazrul Islam Litu, the
meeting was also addressed by
organising secretary Jahander
Ali Jahan, former VP of gov-
ernment N College students’
unton Md Qaiyum Miah, former
GS Mizanur Rahman Murad
and former AGS Martuza Alam
Dhali,

They said, the attackers were
moving [reely but no slep was
taken as yel lo recover the

stolen goods.

FENI
. Muhuri project
inaugurated

Jan 1: At last pisciculture
has been started at i Irri-
gation Project after nine years of :
its commission, says UNB.

Ap has been un-
dertaken to reléase 14 lakh fish
fry this year. Sangsad Whip
Mahbubul Alam Tara inaugu-
rated the by releas-
ing fish fry on Dec 18. High of-
ficials of the Fisheries Depart-
‘ment were present on the occa-
sion.
Fisheries officials said, about
50,000 metric tons of fish worth
about Taka five crore are ex-
pected to be produced with the
implementation of the pro-

and over 10,000 en-
listed fishermen would be bene-
fited.
- Muhuri

the second
largest scheme in the
country, built at a cost of Taka
156 crore covering 20,000 acres
of land alongside the rivers of
Feni, Muhuri and Kalidas Pa-

halia, has been put into opera-

tion in 1984 to boost agri pro-

duction.
MAIJDEE COURT
BKB gives -
Tk 2.11 crore

loan to farmers

Jan 1: Bangladesh Krishi
Bank of Noakhali region has al-
ready distributed over Tk 2.77
crore as crop loan among 2,912
farmiers in six thanas of the
district, says UNB.

The loan was distributed
during the current fiscal year to
boost agri production in the
district.

Bank source said, another
amount of over Tk 7.43
loan will be distributed to the
farmets by June '94. The distri-
bution programme has been go-
ing on in full swing. :

Drive for realisation of out-'
standing loan is also going on.

RAJSHAHI

Free books for

pry school

students

Jan 1: The Primary Educa-
tion Department has under-

taken a programme 1o, .
tribute 1 3,08, 106 books g

the atugenls of government
non-government sch-
ools of the district, says UNB.

The books will be distributed A
among the students of 559
government and 209 non-gov-
crnment registered primary
schools, said an official handout
Thursday.

Some 2,71,700 students
were enrolled in the schools at
the beginning of the year but
73.95 per cent of them attended
classes till November last. The
total number of children
between six and 10 in the dis-
trict were recorded at 3,03,981.

- NATORE

Seminar on
appropriate
technology

Jan 1: A regional seminar on
"appropriate technology” was
held at Natore District Council
auditorium Thursday, reporis
UNL.

State Minister for Social Wel-
fare Fazlur Rahman was the
chiefl guest at the seminar and
Director of Science and Tech-
nology Research Council was
present there as special guest.

Speakers at the seminar,
held discussion on bio-gas
plant, low-cost housing, Tara-
pump and solar oven, innovated
by scientists of the council.

Five hundred representatives
fragn six northern districts —
Natore, Rajshahi, Pabna, Bo-
gra, Naogaon and Cha-
painawabganj — took part in
the seminar,

Chaired by the Divisional
Commissioner of Rajshahi M
Aminul Islam, it was also ad-
dressed by resource persons —
Monirul Islam Khan, Dr Lulu
Bilkis and Deputy Commis-
sioner of Natore Aziruddin
Ahmed.

KHULNA -
"United efforts
must to attain
any goal”

Jan 1: Jutiyo Sangsad
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali said
here Monday that no nation
comld reach #s cherished goal
without united efforts of the
peaple, reports BSS.

The speakers was dddressing
the prize distribution ceremony
of annual literary and cultural
competition of the Pioneer
Government Girls College at its
campus. Organised by the cen-
tral students unien of the col-
lege, the function was ad-
dressed among others by the
principal of the college and stu-
dents representatives.

Shaikh Razzak Ali asked the
students not to indulge in the
politics of chaos and conlusion



