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Lately our interest has been
ardused by the new concep( of
architectural conservation whi-
ch is the subject of a book
recently published by the Asi-
atic Society of Bangladesh on
the basis of the proceedings of a
seminar on the subject held in
April last. in this book, our in-
terest centres, among other

things, on the future proposals,

problems and prospects of con-
| servation study of Dhaka.

We learn that in the context
of Bangladesh, the expression
"architectural conservation’
suggests the maintaining the
presence of the past in the pre-
sent that involves preserving.
restoring and/or adapting old
buildings; designing new ones
that respect their neighbours
and the continuity of history;
weaving old and new together in
an urban fabric of variety and
richness. The advocates of con-
servation claim that it is
through the dynamic act of
conservation that we can ob-
serve and develop a regard and
knowledge of traditions and the
guiding principles that consti-
fute a tangible link with the
past, in other words, a reflec-
tion and knowledge about our
own selves. .

Architectural conservation is
viewed ad a tool of socio-eco-
nomic re-vitalisation and com-
munity uplift. it is regarded as a
concern of urban design and
urban planning. This has ne-
cessitated a multi-disciplinary
approach towards conservation.
Today architectural conserva-
tion draws the skill of archaeol-
ogists, ethnographers, sociolo-
gists. historians, architects,
landscape architects. engineers
and the town planners.

By A S M Nurunnabi

ment of Architecture,
Bangladesh University ol Engi

neering and Technology (BUE ),
lormulated a project proposal
for a conservation study entitled
the 'Conservation Study of
Dhaka City —Its Historical

- Buildings ' The study which is

being financed by the Ford
Foundation with a three-year
project period. will identily. se

lect and document significant
budldings of old Dhaka.

The study which is already
underway is the first of its kind
in Bangladesh. Conservation
initiative has begun with a lst-
ing of significant built forms
and environments in need of
cuiiservalion, to be followed by

inventory analysis for priority
selection. 1t is, however, feli
that the present knowledge gap
on existing bullding stock is a

" major constraining factor.

., Among the important prob-
lems encountered in course of
the study are that in many
cases Lhe original urban fabric,
immediate surrounding to his-
torical structures or monu-
ments have either been de
stroyed. lost their original use
and character or have been
hidden by relatively new struc
tures,

As a consequence, there 1s a
possibililty of structures of
greater conservation value being
left over unintentionally, An
other unfortunate aspect high
lighted is that our buildings are
constant victitns of various de-
structive processes.

Ruplal House in Farashgani
has been vandalised by virtue of
ils present use as a wholesale
market and godown. Outra.
geous excesses of construction
have totally engulfed the oldest

Bangladesh is yet to define mosque in Dhaka, the Mosque

her policy of architectural con-
servation. This understandably
imposes serious difficulties in
execution and implementation
of architectural conservation
projects. Last year, the Depari-

Ind_p-Pak talks open tomorrow

of Binat Bibi. Old buildings of

- Shakhari Bazar are being pulled

down to make way for new con
structions. destabilisink ils so
Clo-economic structures and the
traditional milieu.

Last chance to resolve Kashmir

issue, warns Isl

ISLAMABAD. Dec 31: Pakis-
tan, expressing pessimism over
the outcome of the forthcoming
lalks with India, today warned
India that the weekend session
would be the last chance to
peacefully resolve the Kashmir
dispute, reports AFP,

"We have afforded India an
Opportunity to prove their good
faith” in reaching a negotiated
settlement of the Kashmir issue,
Foreign Minister Sardar Assef
Ahmed Ali told a news
conference here.

Pakistan. he said had agreed
to hold the foreign-secretary
level two-day talks starting in
Islamabad Sunday "very, very
difficult circumstances.”

"But there is no state of op-
timism.,” the minister said fol-
lowing a statement issued by
his Indian counterpart. Dinesh
Singh. on the eve of the talks,

S commitment

that Kashmir was "irrevocably"
part of India. _

Stressing that the November
24 joint declaration had stated
that Kashmir would be dis-
cussed in "totality,” the minister
forewarned that PaRistan would
refuse to continue the dialogue
if the Indian side indulged in
"purposeless” discussian.

However. he said the Indian
government had not fulfilled its
of reducing
repression’ in the northern
Himalayan state- which was
Pakistan's 'bottom line' to enter
into a dialogue.

The killings continue in the
Indian held Kashmir, villages
are being torched and death in
custody are reported regularly,
he said: Adding that "all | feel is
extreme sadness.”

Answering a question that if
the atmosphere was so pes-
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believe it is a civilised way to re-

Shibir (ICS) activist, injured in a

- tional reserve continued to grow

nitectural Conservation in City

We are told that the de-
structive forces are so rampant
and powerful in replacing and
defacing old buildings and his-
torical places that the future of
our past is indeed seriously al
stake The most serious issue
faced today in the architectural
conservation is the conflict of
interest between the aims of
conservation and the desire for
modernisation. The problem is
more acute in the urban areas
ol the developing countries
where there is increasing rejec-
tion of traditional values and
architecture by many classes of
society. Conlemporary city ad-
ministrators are said to be re-
luctant to become involved in
architectural conservation be-
cause of problems and com-
plexities of land ownership.

rehousing and political wrang-
lings

It was emphasised that ar-
chitectural conservation is yet
to be a wider public and profes-
sional concern, and the con-
temporary philesophy and con-
cepts of architectural conserva-
tion is yet (o gain currency.
What is practised here is ar-
cha tion based
on Mrmd legisla-
tions introduced a century ago.

" Due to the restrictive policy fol-

lowed in archaeological preser-
vations e.g. a building must be
100 years old to be designated
as historic property, significant
portion of the country's archi-
tectural heritage remains out-
side the scope of architectural

conservation.
In view of the promise that
the

rnm:rﬂt of conservation
holds for the future of the ur-

ban environment, it was under-
scored that it is only the greater

help to arrest the threat to our
urban and architectural lega-
cies.

T

simistic why were the two sides
holding the talks, he said. "We

solve: the disputes.” :
Pakistan made a commit-

ment and "unlike India, we |

stand by our commitment ," the
minister added.

One more Shibir
activist dies
1n hospital

By Staff Correspondent
- One more Islami Chhatra

bomb explosion at Tongi
Tuesday night, died at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH] yesterday.

- Reza, 23, succumbed to his
injuries at around 10 in the
morning.

Economy '93 -
| From Page 1 Col 4
At the same time the wage push

subsequent to public sector |

wage award to industrial work-
ers had hurt the exporters. In
balance, the export sector has
shown growth owing largely to
continued growth in exports.
Imports are also showing some
growth. E . B
Bangladesh's gross interna-
during the first half of the cur-
rent financial year. The October ,
reserve leyel was'235 crore dol-
lars — 12.6 per cent higher
than the reéserve level in July.
The combination of low infla-

tion, lack of acceleration in ex- 1

ports and imports and growing
levels of reserve is symptomatic
of s tion. Given -her low
level of income! Bangladesh
cannot afford this s .

The strategy that was drawn -
up to come out of the stagna-
tion was tp use the annual de-
velopment plan (ADP) to inject
about Taka 9700 crores as
public sector investment in the
eéconomy. Investment spending
level in the first four months is
much lower than the pro-rata
target. With inter-cadre rivalry
among government officials at
its peak it is likely that there
will be further deceleration in
public investment.

Private investment is not
doing any better. In spite of two
cuts in, bank rates, commercial

hanks are using deposit'money

papers becausg of poor-interest
in term loans. Unconfirmed re-
ports say that the private sector
banks, which did not lower
lending rates earlier, are plan-
ing to deo so in the future.

The outlook for the next six
months is that the will

economy
remain stable — but there will
be very little movement forward. |

uh e

A procession of H-pnrl anti-communal
Institution to protest a meeting of the Is

Shahbagh crossing in the city yesterday.
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Ek:illed, 17 injured in

separate incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Three people including a mi-
nor boy were killed and 17 more
injured in separate incidents in
the country yesterday.

An auto-rickshaw driver
Shah Alam, 25, was killed when
a speeding truck knocked down
his auto-rickshaw at Tejgaon
area in the city in the afternoon.

Fatally injured Alam was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
he succumbed to his injuries at
around 2:30 pm.

Tejgaon police seized the
truck from the spot, but the
truck driver escaped.

At least six persons suffered
bullet injuries when two groups
of people clashed and ex-

changed gunshets gver a foot-

ball match at Malibag Chow-

dhurypara yesterday evening.
Hasina
From Page 1 Col B
election rules.”

Sheikh Hasina also Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
said such gesture and activities
of the government party leaders
are not only against the free
and fair elections. but also de-
signed to unlawfully influence
the voting.

More than 500 leaders and
workers of Mohammadpur led
by the BNP leader and former
commissionér Sadeq Khan met
with her at 29, Minto Road and
joined the party.

Those who joined the Awami
League included industrialist
and chairman of the Raver
Bazar Market Committee
Mofizuddin, former vice-presi-
dent of the Mehammadpur
thana BNP Murad Thakur. so-
cial worker Abdur Rashid, vice-
chairman of the Rayer Bazar
Municipal Corporation Market
-Nazir Hossain, Abul Hossain,
businessmen Majibur Rahman
and Manirul Islam and ex-pres-
ident of the BNP Ward No 5
Majibur Rahman.

JCD founding
anniversary today

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCDJ will observe its 15th
founding anniversary across the
country today, reports UNB,

The JCD was launched on
January 1 in 1979 with an
avowed aim to establish vio-
lerrce-free campus and produc-
tion-oriented education in the
country.

Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman took the initiative of
floating the organisation as the
student wing of BNP.

To observe the anniversary,
JCD has chalked out elaborate
programmes which include

of national .and organi-
sational flags at party offices.

- placing wreaths at the mazar of

Ziaur Rahman, rally, discussion
and milad mahfil.”

~As part of its central pro-
gramme, the JCD leaders and
activists will place wreaths at
the mazar to Shaheed President
‘Ziaur Rahman in the morning.
Later, they will bring oul a
colourful procession from the
Dhaka ‘University campus and
hold a rally in front of the

- Public Library.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is ed to join

the JCD rally at 10.30 am.

The JCD central body has
instructed all its units to ob-
serve the founding anniversary

" in a befitting manner.

. Prohibition on
traffic movements

All traffic movements from

. the southern side of the PG
crossing near Shahbagh to TSC _

crossing have been prohibited
from 6 am to 6 pm today, re-
poris BSS, '

All heavy transports includ-

- ing bus, trucks and mini buses

have been-advised to avoid road
from the Sheraton crossing to
the PG Hospital, from the Mat-
sya Bhaban to the PG Hospital,
from the Kanta Ban towards PG
Hospital. from Nilkhet police
station towards the TSC and
from the Doel crossing toward

the TSC and follow alternate
roads from 9 am to 3 pm today.

The wounded Liton. 24, Arju,
22, Ayena. 17. Tutul, 16, Titu,
18 and Wasim, 18, were admit-
ted to the DMUH.

Witnesses salid the two
groups locked in the elash a few
minutes before the end of foot-
ball match held +between two
clubs of the area.

sSabugbag police said that no
arrest was made.

Iin another clash al Pan-ch-
dona, Keraniganj, an outskirts
of the city, six people were in
jured and four of them were
admitted to the DMCH.

Witnesses said that two

" groups of local people clashed

in the afternoon over taking
possession of a land at
Panchdona village.

Our Sylhet Correspondent
adds: A minor boy was crushed
under the wheels of ‘a speeding
microbus at Mewa' poimt on
Sylhet-Beanibazar road yester-
day.

The victim Sufian, 7. son of
Chunu Miah of village Noya
Dubag, died on the spot.

The people caught the vehi-

- ¢cle at Sheola ferry ghat. Police

seized the vehicle and arrested
the driver.

UNB says: In Joyphrhat, a
man was killed and another five
people were seriously injured
when a tracior rammed a rick-
shaw van at Nakurgachi village
on the Joypurhat-Hilly road
yesterday.

Police said the sugarcane-
laden tractor of the Joypurhat
Sugar Mills hit the rickshaw
van from behind ' killing
Obaidul, 40, a tomato seller of
Daibak Nandanpur village of
Panchbibi thana on the spot
and injuring another five peo-

.PM: Family

From Page 1 Col 5
and ensure their basic de-
mands, Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister said in-
tense economic pressure and
social evolution had brought
changes in the traditional sys-
tem and customs of the families

- and the 'nuclear family’. based

on wife and husband, son and
daughter, had occupied its
place. :

In such a 'nuclear family' the . |

members like mother, father,
brother and sister are not given
proper attention, Begum Zia
said and added that as a result
the bond of cordiality among
the members of the family is
lessening. Whereas, she said
the family is the abode of peace
and the base of the society.

The Prime Minister said de-
Spite resource constraint her
government had taken various
programmes for poverty allevia-
tion and the secio-economic de-
velopment .encompassing the
famijlies and their members.

Professionals

From Page 1 Col 7 = |
Loud wvoices of the militant

' professionals spilled out of the

in-camera’ meeting of the
Prokrichi council alleging that
the Press Nole had "undermi-
ned the democratic movement
of the country's professionals.”

The Government, through a
Press Note Wednesday night,
transformed 50 per cent posts
of the National Pay Scale-9 to
Pay Scale-7 as selection grade
and also upgraded the posts of
nine cadres,

The Press Note came under

fire from the professionals be-
cause it mentioned the upgra-
dation, of nine cadres, including
five engineering cadres — and
not the agricuMure or health
cadres. : _
A speaker at the council
meeting was heard saying: "We
are not fighting for our pay hike
but for a greater cause — that
is burial of the colonial admin-
istrative system.” _

Some of the eouncillors at
the meeting also suggested re-
jecting the Press Note and going
ahead with the en masse resig-
nation programme.

Seme 70 thousand doctors,
engineers, agriculturists and
non-administrative BCS cadre
members are waging a cam-
paign for reformation of the

!

L

students’ orgamsation towards the Engineers

lamic Chhatra Shibir was confronted by police at the

— Star photo

Programmes
From Page 1 Col 5
midniglit to avoid any pussible
clash.

The SBCS brought out a
procession at around 1] am
[rom Modhu's Canteen premises
of Dhaka University yesterday
morning which tried to mareh
Lowards the meeting venue.
Police resisted the procession-
ists from getting in to the
Institule premises. i

Meanwhile. the ICS had
postponed its programume at the
Engineers’ Institute and held a
rally at the north gate of the
Baitul Mukarram Mosque at the
same time.

Poljce took strict security
measures round the ICS rally to
avoid any violent incident. The

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commitiee

olfice which is close to the
venue of the rally, was also
guiarded during this time.

BMA leaders

From "age | Col 8

lost his control while trying to
avoid a rickshaw crossing the
highway. The microbus was
coming to Dhaka from
Chandpur. -

Dr Majed broke his right
hand. Dr Huq received hit on
his elbow joint while the rest
sustained cut or hit injuries.

They were rushed to the

Comilla hospital from where
they were sent back (o the capi-
tal.

The BMA leaders went to
Chandpur to attend Lhe annnal
general -meeting of the

Chandpu : BMA umnit.
Artho Rin

From Page |1 Col 4

tion wottld improve soon.

Meanwhile, Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman has called a
meeting of the Managing
Directors and legal advisers of
the banks to discuss steps to
quicken ‘the disposal of loan
cases, i

Besides finding out the legal
flaws delaying the disposal of
cases, the meeting is also likely
lo discuss the possibility of
transférring some of the cases,
like certificate cases, to the
jurisdictiog of general courts.

10Nns
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Renewed fighting in
Croatia unlikely

ZAGREB, Creoatia, Dec 81: Renewed fighting in Crestia is
unilikely berause Serbia is weakened by international sanctions
and under pressure to end the war in former Y :
Croatian President Franjo Tudjman said. Tudjman alse said
Creatia’s army is stronger than in 1991, when Serbs
about one-third of Croatian territory in a six-month war. “Serbia
is internationally isolated and economically destroyed by sane-
tions.” Tudjman said in a lengthy year-end interview on state TV

Mhursday, reposts AP

Sudan expels British envoy

LONDON. Dee 31: Britain told Sudan Friday 10 reconsider its
expulsion of the British ambassador and gave Khartoum until
Tuesday 1o explain its actions. The Foreign Office said retalia-
tory action such as expelling the Sudanese ambassader to
Hritain was “cledrly one of the options” if a satisfactory response

is not recetved. Sir

Michael Burton a senigr Foreign Office offi-

clal, told Sudan's charge d'affaires. Abdul Rahman Bakhit, that

his government's explanation for the

inadequate.” réports AP

expulsion was “wholly

Code of conduct

From Page 1 Col 7
Awami League, the Jamaat-e-
Islami and the Workers Party by
the Thursday deadline and said
Weorks Ministér Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia of the BNP
told him the same day that the
BNFP would also send its sug-
gestions. h

"We'll incorporate in the 12-
point code. the common sug-
gestions made by the parties "
he said adding, "we'll also re-
ceive the suggestions of other
parties il sent within a day or
two.”

The dralt code of conduct
provides (or prohibitions on do-
nating or comunitting to donate
in the name of any individual
candidate or organisation dur-
ing the election campaign. de-
livering provocative and inde-
cent speeches, statements and
comments against the rivals,
arranging transport to carry the
voters, disturbing campaign
programmes of the rivals and
forcing voters to cast votes in
one's favour.

KAFCO

From Page 1 Col 7

The Karnaphuli Fertilizer
Company targets (o export
5.74.425 MT of urea and
1.66,500 MT of ammonia an
rually.

Of the annual production
from which 1.50 lakh metric
of ammonia f(ertiliser
would be exported to India un-
der the agreement signed at the
Jomt Economic Commission
WEC) between the two coun-
lries.

The Industries Minister said
this kind of export-oriented
project would greatly contribute
in narrowing down the trade
imbalance between the two
countries.

Dr. Manucher Towhidi
Managing Director of KAFCO,
BCIC chairman Waseq al-Azad,
were among others present on
the occasion. B

After suspension of work for
about a year, work on the
KAFCO project resumed from
Oclober 1. 1992 alter re-negoti-
ation of the contract with the
present government.

The draft code aiso calls for
respecting the demeocratic rights
of others. cooperating with the
persons conducting the election
and with the law-enforcing
agency personnel, abiding by all
eiection rules and making
united efforts to ensure
electioneering and .

The draft code has been
framed in the light of the EC's
carlier suggestions aimed at
holding the city cerporation
polls peacefully and fairly.

The Chief Election Commiss-
ioner Justice Abdur Rouf placed
the 31-point suggestion at a
joint meeting of the major
political parties, including the
ruling BNP and the opposition
Awami League. Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and ethers on
December 26.

The political parties agreed
on almost all the proposals
while the proposal to form a
steering committee with repre-
sentatiof of all the to
assist the Election Commission
in holding the elections

_ smaothly was not accepted

unanimously.

Demotions

From Page 1 Col 4

cralt oifshot some 5.000 ft from
the touch-down peint while
landing amid stormy weather.,

If the prlots had 7,100 ft
runway passage in front of
them. only then they could
marnage to stop the aircraft
smoothly but they had only
6000 fi. The captain to
brake hard to stop the 274-
seater aircraft within 6,000 fi

. which caused the accident. The

captain could not explain before
the probe body why it hap-
pened. the source added.

The report has been submit-
ted to the Chairman of the
CAAB Air Conunodore Shamser
All, who will submiit it 1o the
Ministry ol Civil Aviation and
Tourtsm for further action.

Meartwhile, the damaged air-
crafl has been repaired at a cost
of Tk 60 crore and sent to
Rome. Italy, for d-checking at
the wnrk-.!shnp of Alivalia, the
maintenance agency lor Biman.
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We are happy to announce the shifting of our

Head Office to our own building at the

]

following address :

Camellia House

22 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

Dhaka 1000
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