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- A Happy New Year

by Rashed Mahmud Titumir

It is zero hours on day zero and wherever you

are. be it Dhaka. Delhi, London, New York nr'

Hum you don't miss to say "Happy New
Year.”

Bcfcn the dawniruz of the new year, you must
have had already received a greelings card
prompting you to ask of yourself what indeed the
new year will hold in store for you? Perhaps a

n treasure of joys, that you have been
hoping for. The card brings back memories of
happy times you have passed and fills the day
with new delights that are for you alone.
Identifying you as a special person, someone
writes to you: It's time for you to celebrate
another year, and so this special greeting c¢ard is
sent to make it clear. Youre wished a day that's
happy and a year perfect too, cause that's exact-
ly what should come to someone as nice as you.”

New Year is net a festival of individuals, but
of the whole family
other, “you've the kind of family that's thought of
all year through. People who are nice to know
and very special too. bring joy to evetybody.”

The New Year festival, which is among the
oldest and most universally observed. Generally
include very diverse rites and ceremonies.

Bangalees as a people did not particularly go
for New Year funs and festivities. The Halkhata

opening by was the only intpresting

function that involved but only the customers of
the shops. British colonial rule introduced Ben-
alees to the festivities of January 1. This is

too. A family says to the .
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term, and in time, inspired the nationalists
among them to go for celebrating the advent of
the Bengali New Year in an ali-involving manner.

The earliest known record of a New Year's fes-
tival dates from about 2000 B.C in Mesopotamia.

- New Year is celebrated in
time in conformity with the calender and culture.

In early medieval times, most of Christian
Europe regarded March 25 as the beginning of
the year, through for Anglo-Saxon.

ngland New Year's Day was December 25.
William the Conqueror decreed that the year
start on January 1, but, later, England begun its
}rear with the rest of Christendom on March 25.

January 1 was revived with the adoption of it by
Roman Catholic eountries. Other countries
slowly followed suit. |

The celebration of the New Year on January 1
is the most popular, as most of the world follow
this calendar. -

New Year's Day, whether local or universal,
serves to meet specific social and psychological
needs and provide cohesiveness to social institu-
tions. Similarly, individuals gain a sense of psy-
chological cohesiveness through participating in
feasts and festivals.

The wildfire advance of the wasteful in
lifestyle led by the affluent in the society is
tarnishing the sense of sincere goodwill
that permeates day with expensive "society out-
ings in hotels offering things not in conformity
with this nation's culture.
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Justice K M Sobhan u.peahng at a memnnal meeting on Moni Singh yesterday in tha. city.
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Asaduzzaman
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| AGM of BCBS
held

Condoled

. Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad
Chief Whip Khondker Delwar
Hossain has expressed his grief
at the death of Mohammad
Asaduzzaman, MP of Awami
League who died of heart ail-
meént on Saturday. reports BSS.

In a condolence message
from New York. the Chief Whip
said that late Asaduzzaman was
A good parliamentarian and al-

ways siruggied for the cause of
the people. The Chiel Whip re-

called the significai rule played
by late Asaduzzaman in the War
of Liberation of Bangladesh At

his death, the country lost
a veleran . he
said

Hliondker 'de‘l:'ﬂnwyfd
his svinpathy to thé members of
the bereaved (amily
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Chiel of the United Nations -

Programme in Public Adminis-
tration Dr. ATR Rahman has
drrived in Dhaka on a two-week
| INDP mission. reporis UNB.
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CHITTAGONG; Dec 31: fthe
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of Bangladesh Cooperative Book
Society (BCBS) was held al its
Jubilee Road head office here
today with Ahmad Said. one of
the sociely directors in the
chair, reports BSS.

Lutful Huq, another director
of the society presented a report
ol the BCBS where in sonie ir-
regularities of the past years
were pointed out and a number
of suggestions were given for its
future development.

Vice chairman, Engineer
Monowar Ahmad, Director Nu-
rullah, Advocate Kazi Nazrul
Islam. social worker Dr Azizul-
lah. journalists Nazir Ahmad
and Moinuddin Kaderi Showkat
addressed the meeting.

They called for reorganising
the society to enable it to make
effective contributions in the
socio-economic field of the

eouflry.

Bangladesh Cooperative
Book Seciety publishes and
sells books besides carrying on
some other commercial activi-
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prosperity.

|

Leadel; of the Opposition in Parliament and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina is seen with the
recipients of the 1993 Natyakarmi Padak. The recipients are Ataur Rahman (R of AL chief) and
Prof Kabir Chowdhury. The padak was awarded yesterday at the Shilpaka Academy

auditorium.
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linkroad by June

The earth wurk for the con-
siruction of bridges and box
culverts on the 8 km-long
Dhaka-Narayanganj linkroad
will be completed by June this
year at a cost of Tk 3. 5{] crore,
reports LINB.

The pavemen! ol the 22-foot
wide road having a crest of 40
feet is expected io be completed
in the next financial year. The
government is bearing the cost
of the project from its own. re-
SOurces.

Besides, the bricksoling on
the first kilometre of the road at
the Narayanganj end finking the
town with the newly-built dis-
trict council building will also

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed, while visiting the
construction site Thursday.

asked the engineers of the -

Roads and Highways Lo take ev-
ery step needed to avoid cost
overrun and time overrun.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, local MP Prof
Rezaul Karim and Advocate
Abul Kalam were present during
the visit, said an official hand-
out.

The -linkroad connecting
Narayanganj with Folder Road,
when completed, will ease bul
the traffic congestion to and
from Narayanganj and fulfil a
long-awaited demand of the:

be completed by June. people in the area.
Biswas, Kha]eda Strengthen
greet Arafat movement
man Biswas has felicitstea  1OT alternative

Yasser Arafal, President of the
State of Palestine to mark the
Palestinian National' Day, re-
ports BSS.

In a message to President

Arafat. President Biswas said, "1

am confident that the fraternal
relations existing between our
two brotherly peoples and
states will be further developed
and strengthened in the years
to come,” "

He wished the Palestine
leader personal well-being. long
life:and the Palestitian Brethiren
continued peace, progress and

In another message the
Prime Minister, Begum Khaleda
Zia also felicilated Yasser
Aralat, President. the State of
Palestine on the occasion of the
National Day of Palestine.

In the message of felicitation
to President Arafat, Begum Zia
said "the people and the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh join me
in extending to you and through
you to the b rly people of
the state of Palestine our
heartiest greetings and warmest
felicitations on the happy occa-
sion of the National Day of
Palestine.” ;

Begum Zia said "I take this
opporiunity to reaffirm our con-
tinued support for and solidar-
ity with our Palestinian
brethren in their just struggle
for achieving the cherished goal
under your wise and dynamic
leadership.” .

"Bangladesh hopes that the
peace Initiatives now under-
way.” she said, will lead to the
realisation of a just, compre:
hensive and durable peace in
the Middle East.

Begum Zia wished Presitent
Arafat good health, happiness
and long life and the fraternal
 people of Palestine continugd

peace, progress and prosperity.

69 arrested on
various charges

Police rounded up 69 people,
including nine wanted crimi-
nals. from different parts of the
city in last 24 hours on various
charges, a DMP press release
said yesterday, reports UNB.

All the arrested people were
produced before court.
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Temperature may fall

By Staff Correspondent
Dry weather with fair sky will continue to prevail over the

politics : Menon

KHULNA, Dec 31: Workers'
Party 'leader Rashed Khan
Menon MP has called upon the
people to strengthen the move-
ment for alternative politics to
ensure emancipation of the
masses, reporis UNB.

Addressing a public meeting
at Shaheed Hadis Park here to-
day. Menon said BNP, Awami

-Leagwe. Jamaat and Jatiya

. Party are representatives of the

bourgeoisie. They cannot fulfill
the people's aspiration for
emancipation, he added.

He criticized the present gov-
ernment for ‘e the Anti-
Terrorism Act and alleged that
the ruling BNP was using this

law to suppress the opposition
parties,

Presided over by Hafizur
Rahman, the meeting, called Lal
Pataka meeting. was organised
by the Workers' Party. It was
also addressed by Bimal
Biswas, Tipu Biswas and Azizur
Rahman.

President's message
on Int'l Family
Year '94

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has called for upgrading
the standard of individual fam-
ilv by implementing various de-
velopment programme through
united elforts, reports UNB.

In a message on the eve of
the "International Family Year
1994", President Biswas said
the family has been identified in

the holy Quran as a social unit.

"The need for a firm and cordial
relation among the family
members has been mentioned

more than once in Lhe holy:

Quran.”

The year 1994 has been de-
clared by the United Nations as
the “International Family Year"

| aimed at ensuring equity of all

members of the family — male,
female, child, elderly and the
handicapped.

The . President said the main
objective of observing the year
in the country was to make
people more conscious about
the condition on each family.

Identification of the family
condition in the light of basic
nieeds like food, clothing, shel-
ter. health and education, and
also to take remedial measures
are also another major objective
Lo observe the year, he added.

Office-bearers
of DUTA
- take oath-

The newly elected office-
bhearers of Dhaka University
Teachers Association (DUTA)
look oath of office at a simple

lunction.

Durjng the ceremony. the
new DUTA President Prof
Shahadat All and General
Secretary Dr A A M S Arefin
Siddigi expressed their firm de-
termination to wuphold the
Dhaka University Order 1973.

-They sought support of th:-

teachers and called upon them
to be united for greater inicrest
of the country's highest seat of

4 learning.

National Book
Centre's rally

A colourful rally. under the
auspites tl National Book

Centre, was brotight out Fﬂdd}f
repy 115 INB

Si an
Happy New Year
Zebun

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM PARTY LINE
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% Happy Birthday %
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Many happy
return of the day
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IF YOU NEED A MALE
FRIEND, TO TALK
OR EXTENSION OF
FRIENDSHIP JUST DIAL
FROM 10A.M. TO 5.00 P.M.
ON WORKING DAYS, AT
865368, 245321, 850099
(MOBILE) AND FROM 7.00
P.M TO 12 MIDNIGHT AT
892430, 892942. YOUR

FRIEND MRT WAITING.
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MERCANTILE BANGLADESH LIMITED

AS A WORLDWIDE NETWORK OF
CARGO CONSOLIDATORS MERCANTILE IS

PROUD TO ANNOUNCE "
THE OPENING OF ITS OWN ORGANISATION. _
IN BANGLADESH

ON 1ST JANUARY, 1994 UNDER THE NAME OF

(A FULLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF MAERSK BANGLADESH LTD.)

FOR A SERVICE SECOND TO NONE IN
CONSOLIDATION OR LOGISTICS PLEASE CALL

v . P‘t‘- & i“ Teachers, some studied country in the next 12 hours commencing 6 pin yesterday. :
S = Met Office forecasts. night temperature is likely to fall by one
¢ Adequate Study Materials ¢ enviroument. to two degrees Celsius over the cbuntry.
v Country's highest temperature of 29.5 degrees Celsius was
v recorded at Teknal while the lowest of 10.0 degrees Celsius at
: e CANTILE
v The sun seis today (Saturday) at 5:23 pm and rises tomorrow MER BANGLADESH IIIMITED
v ELE I-:n.'l.:q“h;u.ﬁh & soguiring good : e nd relati HITTAGON KHULNA
on maxim 1 rat tive
social & moral habits. ' ey recorded tn some of the major Gtics and towns are; mm MANSION NORTH POINT PARK MANSION
We invite !ﬂlm“tﬂ”ﬂ_“ ider the advantages & Cittes /Towns Temperatures in ~ Humidity in 24 SHANTINAGAR 59 AGRABAD C/A 2. P.C. ROY ROAD
opportunities . degru-l Celstus percentage | -
- | TEL" : 833172, 833192 TEL : 504889, 502937 (1ST FLOOR)
For detailed contact 9am 6 pm .
ST M ' oo Y 2 e | TLX : 632563 675554 TLX : 66351 TEL : 21269, 61205
Office of Admissions Chittagong 285 15.6 73 54 ' FAX : B80-2-(831953) FAX : 880-31- 225292 TLX @ 633344
Lyceum Intemational Schoot Rajshahi 26 .0 11.8 9] sk FAX : 880-41- 22194
08 00 o 0130 pm Howe # 114/C. Road # 6 Khulna 27 0 13 | 79 74 k :
Thursday & Friday closed Dhanmondl. Dhaka Bariesl 26 7 13.0 88 73
Phone : S0 £ O7 S — 28 3 17.0 74 60




