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Zhirinovsky cancels
Australia visit

CANBERRA. Australia, Dec
30: Russian ultranationalist
Viadimir has can-
celed his proposed visit Lo Aus-
tralia next week. Australian of-
ficials said Thursday, report
AP -

Zhirinovsky advised the Aus-
tralian Embassy in Moscow on
Thursday that he would not be

outraged Bulgaria and Romania
aixd been refused permission to
visil ,Germany.

Zhirinovsky's reasons for
wanting Lo come teo Ausiralia
appear mixed. -

The aide who picked up visa
applications forms from the
Ausiralian Embassy in Moscow
late last week said the leader

International

India promises 'positive and

realistic' talks with Pakistan

NEW DELHI. Dec 30: Indian
Foreign Minister Dinesh Singh

promised “positive and realistic’

new year talks with old enemy
Pakistan on the critical issue of
Kashmir. the Press Trust of In-
dia reported totday. says Reuter.

have worsened over the last
four years since open rebellion
erupted in the two-thirds of
Kashmir ruled by India.
Pakistani Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto, finishing a visit to
Beijing. accused India on

around the highly emotive issue
ol Kashmir. _

Washington officials say they
fear the Kashmir conflict colid
lead to another war between
two countries believed capable
of building nuclear bomnbs.

But the Press Trust gquoted

Government spokesmen said
the militants have stepped up

ambushes and mining attacks
on Indian forces since the Jan-
uary 2-3 talks were announced.
Indian forces have

with more house-to-house
searches and arrests.
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Zhirinovsky .‘the leader of the
ultra-right Liberal Dergocrats.
which wen 24 percemt of the
vole in the Russian election

60 Azeri troops killed in
clash with Armenians

LONDON, Dec 30: More than
60 Azerbailjani troops died in
fighting on the frontlines of Lthe
ethnic Armenian-majority en-

their shelling of Armenian posi-
tions Wednesday and used heli-
copters to bomb Armenian po-
sitions around Martuni in the

wars India and Pakistan have
fought since gaining indepen-
dence from Britaln in 1947, will
be formally on the agenda.’
Relations between the coun-

Indian security forces of
“carnage” in Kashmir.
The two countgies are under

increasing foreign pressure, es-
pecially from the United States,

to settle problems that revolve

separatists in four battles in
Kashmir. as violence escalated
in «dvance ol Indian-Pakistan
talks on the disputed territory.
the government said Wednes-
day.

dozen militant eutfits operating
in the Kashmir valley.

More than. 8,000 people
have been killed in Kashmir
since the army crackdown on
militants began in 1989.

tries. rarely betiter than bad.

4000 Indonesian
women‘missing’
in Saudi Arabia

JAKARTA. Dec 30: Nearly
4.000 Indonesian women wor-
king in Saudi Arabia are listed
as "missing”, reports Xinhua.

Immigration Director Gen-

Major a role model
for teenag

LONDON: Prime Minister
John Major has become the
fastest-growing role fnodel for

his grey hard-working image is

the ideal approach for the |

future, according to a survey

ers
L

published Thursday, reporis | S

:

L

The top-selling Sun tabloid
said the survey, carried out by
a British bank, showed today's

dreamt more about

landing a secure job than |
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on Wednesday north of the
capital Luanda but UN media-
tors expressed confidence peace
talks would resume next week
in Lusaka after a holiday break,
says Reuter. |

'ment with Turkey, Anatolian

wanted to sign a border agree-

news agency said.

“Turkey had a border agree-
ment with the former Soviet
Union and we would like to

in nuclear talks with US

TOKYO. Dec 30: North Korea
saild Thursday it was moving

demand. .
North Korea in turn agreed

After Wednesday's !~lks, the
US side was upbeat but de-

battles

COLOMBO, Dec 30: The
LTTE has declared 1994 a year
of Battles and already recruited
and trained over 3000 students

The deer had strayed into the airport to nibble on the tall
grass bordering the runway and were caught inside the walled

area, airport officials said.
Some 50

and 70 forest rangers have been trying to

trap the animals but only one has been caught so far, the Hindu
said.
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separated from the rest of the
former Soviet republic of Azer-
baijan by Armenian territory.

Hasanov said any new bor-
der agreement would not affect
what he called Turkey's guaran-
tor rights over Nakhichevan,
which would continue as long

enclave of Nakhichevan without
the signatories’ consent.
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Rockets hit Kabul, 4 killed: ro.:

persons were killed and 12 others wounded when rockets hit
the western parts of Kabul on Wednesday, Radio Kabul re-
ported, Xinhua reports from Islamabad.

The rockets were fired by forces loyal to Prime Minister Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar, the radio said. '

Hekmat

yar's forces were positioned in the outskirts of the

capital and have reportedly hammered the city for three days.

Uzbek President to visit India:

Uzbekistan president Islam Karimov will pay a three-day visit to
India from January 3, Xinhua reports from New Delhi.

During the visit the Uzbekistan President and Indian Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao will discuss the problems of Central
Asian security, the menace of externally sponsored terrorism
and strengthening of economic cooperation between the two

countries, according local news

terday.

paper the Hindustan Times yes-

Several agreements on cooperation in the areas of economy,
calture, science and technology and post and telecommunica-
tions will also be signed during the visit,

'8 Hezbollah Elerillas sholt dead:

Israeli soldiers shot dea

ree guerrilla trying to penetrate the

a breakthrough.” a dispatch by
the official Korean Central News
Agency. monitored in Tokyo.
quoted an unidentified Foreign
Ministry official as saying. -
The talks were held Wednes-
day at the United Nations,
where the two sides, which lack

military exercises with South
Korea — a major North Korean

(nuclear) safeguards, not rou-

tine and ad hoc inspections.” -

said the official. The routine in-
spections remained to be nego-
tiated, he said. A

South Korean officfals also
said after the latest talks that
differences remained over terms

prove sanctions against North
Korea if it doesn't cooperate.

one of the world’s last hard-line
Marxist states, is anxious to
improve relations with the
United Stales as well as obtain
Western help for its struggling

economy. .

The US Central Intelligence
Agency believes North Korea

velop nuclear weapons, it does
not appear Lo have one yet.

114 more

NICOSIA, Dec 30: Another
group of 114 Iraqis, ‘fleeing
army attacks in southerrt Iraqi
marshes, have crossed into
Iran. the Iranian agency IRNA
reported. reports Reuter.

It said the group arrived on
Tuesday via the Huwieza
marshes” which extend to the
Iranjan border, many with tales
of continued assaults by the
Iraqi army.

The agency quoted Ali Obaid,
from Amara, as saying more
Iraqis were on their way to Iran.

. driven from their homes by

army artillery attacks.

“Rahim Ja'afar Qathan from
Basra, said that the 4th division -
of the Iraqi army deployed in
the marshlands had destroyed

- and set fire to numerous resi-

dential units in the marshes
including 150 houses in Basra.”
Others spoke' of the army

transferring villagers to-.-un-
known places and torturing
detainees, it said.

- Rutskoi sues
[zvestia

MOSCOW. Dec 30: Former
Russian Vice President Alexan-
der Rutskoi filed Wednesday a
200-fnillion-rouble (170.000-
dollar]) libel suit against the
Daily lzvestia, an anti.corrup-
tion official and a journalist,
Inter Fax reported, reports AFP.

Rutskoi's lawyer, Yuri Iva-
nov, told a Moscow district
court that his client wanted to
attend the legal proceedings
and proposed that hearings be
held in his prison cell.

Rutskot is currently awaiting
trial in Moscow's Lefortovo pri-
son on charges of "Organising
mass disturbances'’

Iraqis flee to Iran

A local Iranian official.
quoted by Irna. said the
refugees were In dire need of
lood and medicine.! New facili-

ties had been prepared to house

1,300 Iraqfs in the area. he
added.

About 5,000 Iragl‘ marsh
people have fled to Iran since
July. They live in tents and
huts made from reeds, but
some have been transférred to
more permanent dwellings fur-
ther from the border.

The southern Iraqi marshes
are a refuge for army deserters
and dissidents, including Shi'ite
‘Muslim. rebels whose uprising
against President Saddam Hus-
sein after the 1991 Gulf War
was crushéd by the Iragl army.

Baghdad denies charges that
it is suppressing the marsh
people and savs its military op-
erations are direcied nst in-
filtrators from lran.

explain to the people how to
meet the challenge of an all out
battle and the precautions to be
taken in such a situation. the
newspaper said quoting 'reports
from the north.’' !

A defence Minister spokes-

man denied any knowledge of

people to get ready for a large
scale war.

Russian Defence
- Minister for
better ties
with NATO

MOSCOW, Dec 30: Russian
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev
said® Wednesday he believed
Moscow should improve ties
with NATO and stated he was
ready to sign an accord on co-
operation with the alliance if in- -
structed to do so, Itar-Tass re-
ported, says AFP.

"l am prepared to sign a rel-
evant agreement in the name of
the government,” if asked to do
so by President Boris Yeltsin,
Grachev told the news agency.

He confirmed he had been
invited to Brusséls early next
vear to brief NATO on details of
Russia's new military doctrine,

The Russian military leader-
ship has made clear its oppo-
sition to its former Warsaw Pact
allies joining NATO in the near
future,

¥

flew to this posh resort
Wednesday to attend a new
year's holiday weekend confer-

ence with some of the country's §

best-known., and little-known
movers and shakers, reports
Reuter.

The so-called renaissance

their home state Arkansas
where the President, his wife

Hillary and daughter Chelsea spent a lew days visiting Iricnds.
More than 1,000 people, a total of 335 families, are attending
the four-day conference that includes some 210 discussion ses-
sions foc¢using on a wide range of social and political issues.
Renaissance weekends were started in 1981 by Philip Lader,
who was recently named Deputy White House Chief of Staff af-
ter serving as Deputy Director of the office of management and

budget, and his wife Linda.

Radiated trees for New

Year's celebrations

MOSCOW: Somée of the fir trees being bought in Belarus for
new year's celebrations are contaminated with radiation, more

than seven years after the C

disaster, itar-Tgss news

agency said on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

It said trees sold in Gomel, about 140 km (90 miles) from the
site in neighbouring Ukraine of the world's worst nuclear acci-
dent, -had unacceptably high levels of radiation.

“Trees have always been the main depositories of radioactive
elements.” it quoted the republic's forest institute as saying.
"These green 'mini-reactors' may even grow in relatively healthy

soil."
Many Belarussians prefer

the safer, if less romantic, alterna-
tive of artificial trees for new year

festivities.

Christmas trees in the former Soviet Union are actually new
year trees since the celebration of religious feasts was discour-
aged during decades of communist rule.

Floods leave thousands

border from Lebanon overnight, security sources said yesterday.
No Israelis were hurt, Reuter réports from Israel.
The sources said the clash occurred about 4.30 am (0230

ANC is a dangerous party, sayg de Klerk

GMT) on the border fence near Kibbutz Dan in Israel's upper
Galilee. No further details were immediately available.

Israeli forces and guerrillas of the pro-Iranian Hezbollah
(Party of god) went on alert on Wednesday following the worst
round of fighting in Lebanon in five months.

- L [ el
Fire claims 10 in Manila: re: peopie.
including seven from a family, were killed in a fire in a Manila
squatter colony, a fire brigade official said yesterday, Réuter
reports from Manila. :

The blaze began in a squatter area of Makati, which houses
the capital's business district, on Wednesday night and took
firemen several hours to extinguish,

One mother, her sister and five children were among the
dead. Four people were injured.

N R Chandran 'dead: N R Chandran,

Director, Bh Vidya Bhavan and former General Manager
of the Press Trust of India (PTT) died here last night. following a
heart attack. PTI from New Delhi.
Chandran. 69, is survived by his wife and two sons.
Popularly known as "NRC", Chandran who had setved PTI for
more than four decades rose to become the general manager in
1979 and later served as advisor during 1985-86.

He was the eighth general manager of the agency.

GANSBAAI (South Africa):
Dec 30: President F W de Klerk

opened his campaign against
the African National Congress

on Tuesday. painting his new-

' -reformed party as the best

choice for South Africans wor-
ried about their economic fu-
ture. reports AP.
De Klerk was dogged nro-
ANC hecklers during n?}ypéar-
. ances on the southemn tip of the
country. Twenty people chant-
ing such slogans as, "De Klerk's
hands are covered in blood."
and singing ANC songs drowned
out the president as he tried to
address about 100 supporters
at his first stop, nearby Genan-
“We have corrected what was
wrong in our past. and made
the National Party a party of
reconciliation.” de Klerk told
aboul 250 supporter in Rivier-
sonderend. speaking from the

. baek of a Natbed trucks.

De Klerk moved (o reform his
party’'s apartheid policies alter
taking office in 1989, and began
negotiations with the ANC that
resulted in the setting of April
27 as the date for the country’'s
first multiracial election.

The ' Affican National
Congress is expected to win
that ballot, but de Klerk's Na-
tional Party is likely to be the
main opposition in the next
Parliament.

De Klerk stopped at a f[arm
near Riviersoenderend. where he
talked to ragged mixed-race
onion harvesters who were
working for between 18 and 30
rand {about 6- 10 dollars) a day.

“The ANC is dangerous,” he
said. "It is a dangerous party,
and there are many wild people
within it. Il you make me your
leader, then in five years alter
the ¢lection; we will make South
Africa a betler place.”

He repeated that theme at

the last stop. Gansbhaal. 150
kilometres (90 miles) from Cape
Town. A crowd ol 250 jpeople,
most ol them white: heard him

F W de Klerk

link:the :-ANC with communism
— a policy which has made one
hall of the world poor.”

He also accused ANC sup
porters of intimidating and

killing their political opponents.
- There is but one way Lo stop
them in their tracks, and that is

"al the ballot box,"” he said. "The

moral and moderate majority
will do so under the banner of
the National Party."

About 20 ANC supporters

“dogged de Klerk at two stops.

disrupting his speeches with
chants and so
reporters the tactic was
once:again of the lack of toler-
ance on the side of the ANC.

They make a big song and
dance about wanting to be able
to spread their me in ev-
ery corner of South Africa. | say
they are entitled to it. But we
are also entigled o iL."

"It shoys at there Is
Lremen po lal to build
the sort spi which we
to bulld in the com-

would
ing e " e said.

i

homeless in Indonesia

JAKARTA. Dec 30: Heavy
rains have caused floods in In-
donesia, setting off an outbreak
of diarrhoea and forcing evacu-
ation of thousands of people
across this sprawling Archipe-
lago, the official Antara News
Agency said on Thursday,

reports Reuter.
Antara said floods struck In-

ngs. De Klerk told | donesia's South Sulawesi pro-

vince when a dyke collapsed
after a week of torrential rain,
forcing almost 4,000 people to
flee their homes.

There were no reports of ca-

sualties.
A 1local official in the
province’s capital of Ujung Pan-

dang. 1,400 km (870 miles) east
of Jakarta, estimated the dam-
age at 1.08 billlon rupiah
(514,000 dollar),

Antara also reported an
outbreak of diarrhoea at Berang
in West Java after floods last

week submerged up to 3,000
homes in several villages.
Health officials in Serang. 80
km (50 miles) West of Jakarta,
said clinics and tals were
inundated with hundreds of lo-
cal vi suffering from diar-
rhoea, and they appealed for
aid. A severe outbreak of diar-
rhoea killed at least 262 people
in Indonesia's easternmost
province of Irlan Jaya, Antara
reported in October without

specifying when the died.

Meteorological officials
warned on Tuesday heavy
storms were likely to wide

areas of this commodity-rich
nation until mid-January and
could endanger shipping and
homes.

They saild tropical storms
would cause high waves around
most areas of the world's
fourth-most populous nation
and trigger torrential rains.



