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FOOD in CHITTAGONG

[BANGEOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The only place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD SEA
us and you will love BANGKOK THAI
RESTAURANT more than ever before.

1843 ASIAN MIGNWAY, OPPOSITE Y. M. C. A NASIRABAD
CHITTAGONG, TEL : 226803, FAX : (880) (31) 225258

Please try
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Bangla Academy

books for Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina ves-
terday received a complete set
of books published by the
Bangla Academy. Ditector Gen-
eral of Bangla Academy Prol
Harun-ur-Rashid handed over
* the books to her at her official
residence, party sources said.
Receiving the books Hasina told
the’' DG that the academy is the
pride of the nation and hoped it
would keep significant contri-
bution to the nation's language
and literature. reports UNB.

One killed in

S%!Jhet clash
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 30: One person
was killed in a clash between ri-
val groups of villagers at Dhe-

of Sheola Union under
Beanibazar thana today. The
clash ensued following a quarrel
between two minor boys over
throwing a football to a nearby
pond. Monojir Ali, 50, died on
the spot when the opponent
group attacked him and his
neighbours with lethal

weapons. |

BMA observes hunger
strike at Naogaon

mfmﬁgf Dﬁ_c 30: District

: members

Medical Association (Badn) oh

served hunger strike on

Wednesday to press home their
demands, The eight-hour long
strike from 9 am was ob
at H?e local Civil Surgeon
premises, reporis UNB,

office

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday found the nomi-
nation papers of 25 mayoral
candidates and 894 of the
commissjoner candidates valid
for the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) elections, due on Jan-
uary 30 next

The commission cancelled
the nomination paper of Shaikh
Mohammad Ali, a mayoral can-
didate from the Islami Biplobi
Parishad. and 22 forms of
commissioner candidates be-
cause of incorrect and inappro-

PAUSH 17 1400 BS,

By Staff Correspondent

priate information in their
forms.

Joint Secretary of the EC S
M Zakaria announced the
names of the candidates at the
Divisional Commissioner's office
in the evening. Returning Offi-
cer of the DCC polls Syed Ehte
sham Rasul was also present
during the announcement.

The reasons [or cancellation
of the nominations were mainly
because of under-age ol the
randigat{-s, inappropriate pro

posers and seconders, absence

' 25 nominations for
DCC mayor valid

ol the candidates’ names In the
volers list and wrong or no
mention of.the voter serial.

The nomination of mayor
candidate Shaikh Mohammad
Ali was declared invalid due to
absence of his name in the vot-
ers’ list. The nominations of 12
commissioner candidalés were
cancelled as their ages were
below the minimum require-
ment of 25 years. The unlucky
commissioner candidates were
from 20 dilferent wards ol the

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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Finalists in
Chittagong,
Rajshahi

& Khulna
By Staff Correspondent

With the completion of
withdrawal of nomination pa-
pers.. 12 candidates in Chit-
tagong. five In Khuina and
seven in Rajshahi will now fight
for the mayor posts in these
three city corporation poills.

Similarly, 301 candidates in
Chittagong. 178 in Khulna and
257 In Rajshahi will be in the
fray for the ward commission:
ers’ berth.

There are 41 in Chit
tagong. 31 in Khulna and 30 in
Rajshahi.

The elections of all the four
city corporations are scheduled
Sec Pagr 12 Col 7

The Chairman

of the Jammu and Kashmir Libera .
(Contre) talks to journalists at the Karachi Airport yesterday on his arrival from Brussels.
The girl is JKLF activist Nuzhat Shah. |
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Khan

Include JKLF in
Indo-Pak talks:
Amanullah

KARACHI, Deec 30; Militant
Kashmiri leader Amanullah
Khan returned to Pakistan to-
day alter 72 days in a Belgian
jail and demanded a place for
his people in next week's talks
between Pakistan and India on
Kashmir, reports Reuter.

"My arrest .ywas an Indian
conspiracy thal failed, the 58-

Hnﬁd@lﬂ F;!aﬁ,
YEar-o hairman ol the

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Fromt (JKLF) told a small crowd
of cheering supporters when he
arrived at Karachi Airport.

Meanwhile, Pakistan said
today it comnsidered the forth-
coming Inde-Pakistan talks on
Kashmir as “decisive” and it
would not hold further negotia-
tions if they proved unproduc-
tive.

"We will find it domestically
extremely difficult to continue
the sterile process of dialogue” if

See Page 12 Col 8
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Fish stocking.of floodplains |

yields poor result

An ongoing programme to
stock Bangladesh's  major
floodplains with fish may have
to go major structural changes.
Net catch from the floodplains
was 36 metric tons less than
the 374 metric tons of [inger-
lings stocked!

The World Bank, which is
funding the project with a 5-
crore dollar Third Fisheries
Credit, has asked for a review of
the project. The review is
scheduled to take place early
next year.

Sources in the Ministry of
Fisheries and Livestock say that
the result of floodplain stocking
in 1992 was indeed disappoint-
ing. The Ministry, however, dis-
agrees with the World Bank
that the extremely low net catch
is a result of faulty project de-

sign. They believe that the
problem lies with selection of

fish species and the unusual
timing of monsoon in the
project area.

By A Special Correspondent

The Fisheries and Livestock
Ministry is trying to convince
the World Bank that restructur-
ing of the programme by chang-
ing the floodplain areas to be
restocked may be premature
Now.

Ministry officials are arguing

that recent experience with fish

catch in the floodplains show
significant incremental produc-
tion. A change in species selec-
tion will further increase pro-
duction from fingerling stock-
ng.

in a recent meeting with

Fisheries Ministry officials. the

World Bank has said that re-

cent estimates of incremental ’

productions are encouraging.
But, the Bank remains to be
convinced that these estimates
apply to the entire floodplain
area covered by the project.
Experts believe that the fish
stocking programme suffers
from a high rate of species mor-
tality and escapement. The

problem of escapement is a spe-

cially tricky one. Aw¥high degree
of escapement indicates that
the benefit of increased fish
production is accruing to. people
outside the project area. In that
case it would be difficult to en-

sure continued support of the
people living in the area to the
project. This is alsd a special
point of concern to the govern-

ment which was expecting that
the project will help the poor —
who comprise a majority of the
population in the floodplains —
most.

Sweet water fish production

in Bangladesh is 7.52 lakh .

melric tons per year, according

1 official estimmate. The official |

estimate of per capila availabil-
ity of fish protein is only 20.5
grams per day. If the floodplain
fish stocking programme runs
into difficulty, the attempt to
increase fish production will

suffer a serious setback.

Ajit Singh, 9 MPs join ruling party

Cong-I now has absolute

NEW DELHI, Dec 30: Ten

‘members of parliament from a

centrist party joined ranks with
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's Congress (I)
loday, giving the ruling party an
absolute majority in the Lower
House. reports AFP.

Janata Dal leader Ajit Singh
said that in the interests of the
country, he and nine other
members of his party were join-
ing the Congress, which headed
a minority government until the
surprise switch-over.

“The merger is without pre-
conditions. The need of the
hour is to strengthen secular
forces and presently only the
Congress can do the task,” said
Singh. son of former prime
minister Charan Singh.

The announcement provided

[ a welcome respite to the 72-

year-old Rao, who has been un-
der pressure this week to sack
his high-profile Finance Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh in con-
nection with last year's massive
securities scam.
The addition of the
Janata Dal MPs gives the
Congress 266 seats in the 544-

. seal Lower House. It can also

count on the support of 12
other MPs.

10 ¢

Another Janata Dal faction

“has 40 MPs in parliament,

The party also administers
the eastern state of Bihar, and
in November it formed a coali-
tion government in Uttar
Pradesh previously adminis-
tered by the main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian people's party).

Ajit Singh, a former
Congress ally, backed a no-
confidence vote against Rao in
July. but the Congress man-

Rao rejects
- resignation
of Manmohan

NEW DELHI, Dec 30: The
government said Thursday
Prime Minister P V Narasimha

Rao has rejected the resignation
of his popular finance minister,
whose offer to quit had cast a
shadow on India’'s economic lib-
eralisation, repokts AP.

Finance Minister Manmohan
Singh told Parliament Thursday
he would continue in his post.

"The resignation has
not been accepted,” said gov-
ermment's chief spokesman S
Narendra.

majority in Lok Sabha

aged to wean away seven
Janata Dal MPs to defeat:the
motion.

Meanwhile, Indian opposi-
tion MPs renewed their assault
on the government today over a
1.3 billion dollar banking and
securities fraud and demanded
the resignation of Prime Minis-
ter P V Narasimha Rao.

Debating the stock scandal
in parliament for a second day.
members of the opposition said
Rdao should resign to take
‘moral responsibility’ for the di-
version of public funds by
bankers and brokers.

They also urged Rao to ac-

cept the resignation of Finance

Minister Manmohan Singh, who

offered to step down following

the release last week of a report
by a parliamentary committee
sel up to look into the scandal.
“The Finance Minister has
done the right thing.," said

Communist Party of India |

leader Indrajit Gupta, who ac-
cused Rao of imitating a "silent
Buddha" for [ailing to act on the
resignation. -
There has been no indication
from Rao as to whether he will
accept or reject the resignation
of Singh, the architect of India's
economic reform programme.
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Professionals may defer
their programme

By Masud Hasan Khan

Leaders of the Prokrichi-BCS

Central Action Council are con-
sidering suspending their on-

going en masse resignation in

view of the government an-
nouncement Wednesday regard-
ing thetr demands. §

Speaking to The Daily Star

: . central leaders of the
council indicated they might
defer the programme for three
to six months.

However. a final decision
about postponement of their
agitation would be taken at a
meeting of the councillors of the
Prokrichi set for this evening
(Friday), the leaders said.

The rnment, through a
press note Wednesday night.

transformed 50 per cent posts
of the National Pay Scale-9 to
Scale-7 as selection grade and
also upgraded the posts of nine
cadres, including five engineer

ing cadres. al the district jevel
and ils equivalent to Scale 5
from Scale-6.

These are two of the four
demands earlier accepted by the
government and part of a 17
potnt charter of demands put
forward by the professionals of
the country.

The Prokrichi-BCS (entral
Action Council. a platform o
some 70 thousand dociors
engineers, agriculturists and
non-administrative cacdre mem-

See Page 12 Col 4

Directive to T&”l-" employees

Relieve consumers of
ghost bills: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
the workers and employees of
the T&T board to provide proper

"T&T is an institution of the
people. It is the duty of its stafl
to develop and increase its con-
sumer services,” she said and

service to the consumers and p’r emphasised proper application

poris LINB.

Begum Zia was addressing a
gathering of T&T workers and
employees who met her at
Sugandha at night.

Leaders of newly elected of-
fice-bearers of CBA of the T&T
Board were also present at the
meeting. The Jatiyatabadi Sr-
amik Dal supported Bangladesh
Telecommunications Workers-
Employees' linion won a
landslide victory in the recent
CBA election.

The Prime Minister asked
the CBA leaders to take the re-
sponsibility to avoid the ghost
bills and remove sufferings of
the consumers.

relieve them of ghost bills, re- /' of technology to reach the tele-

phone facilities to the thana
level.

Begum Zia said her govern-
ment has expanded the ilele
phone network by giving new
connections across the country.
"Our main objective should be
providing service to the people,”
she said requesting all to work
sincerely from their respective
positions.

The Prime Minister stressed
private entrepreneurship for
rapid industrialisation of the
country to speed up the pace of
development and solve the un-
employment problem.

Begum Zia stated that her

See Page 12 Col 6
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fawBcsReeper

killed in Somalia

MOGADISHU, Dec 30: A
Bangladeshi UN peacekeeper
was killed when the fuel truck
he was guarding overturned,
the first fatality among the 940-
strong Bangladeshi contingent
in Somalia, a UN official said
Thursday, reports AP.

The soldier, 24-year-old Mo-
hammad Akbar Hossain. was
escorting a truck belonging to a
private contractor that will
handle most UN logistics once
the US troops have withdrawn
on March 31.

Another Bangladeshi guard
and the Somali driver were
slightly injured in the accident
Wednesday night.

W extend our sincere sym-
ppithies to the BangladeSh con-
lingent and the soldier's family.”
said UN spokesman Maj. Tim
McDavitt.

5000 watches
se1zed at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs Intelligence men
seized some 5000 wrist-watches
[rom an incoming passenger at
Zia International Airport (Z1A)
yvesterday.

A Customs official, Moham-
mad Zakaria, challenged the
passenger while he was passing
through the green channel and
found the watches hidden in-
side two hand bags, said a Cus-
loms source, i

The. passenger from Singa-
pore landed at the airport by
Thai Airlines flight at around 1

m.'

N A departmental case was
lodged and the man was re-
leased,

Resentment in
Orissa over
missile test

BALASORE, Dec 30: With

the test launch of the presti-
glous medium range missile
‘agni’ for the third time from the
interim- test range’ (ITR) at
Chandipur-on-sea in Orissa's
Balasore district only days
away. strong resentment is
brewing among the people of
the villages around the ITR, re-
ports PTI.

Popular resistance had vir-
tually stalled the national test
range (NTR) project of the Min-
istry of Defence.

A movement by the people of
the villages surrounding the ITR
had started in 1988 under the
banner of 'Pahi Surankshya
Committee’ with an apprehen-
sion that the NTR project might
replace the ITR at Chandipur
and in that event the local in-
habitants would lose their

} homestead land.

10 BTMC mills will be

privatised

By Speciﬁl Correspondent

The privatisation of ten
mills belonging to the
Bangladesh Textile Mills Cor-
poration (BTMC]) is being pro-
cessed while sale of one such
mill has already been finalised.

According to official
sources, the authorities con-
cerned have decided to sell
the Bangladesh Textile Mills,
located at Dhamghar, Narayan-
ganj, to a private seclor en-
trepreneur at a price of Tk
5.55 crore. The decision has
been approved by the Council
Committee recently and the
mill will be handed over to the
buyer soon.

Nine other mills enlisted
for disinvestment are : the
Noakhali Textile Mills, Madari-
pur Textile Mills. Kishoregan]

Textile Mills, Barisal Textile

Mills, Kohinoor Spinning
Mills,  Sharmin Textile Mills,
Dhaka Cotton Mills, Khulna

Textile Mills and Jafain

Fabrics. |
Tenders were f{loated, but
the olfers from the intending

buyers were largely unattrac-
tive, ‘While tlie authoritieg are
planning to go for re-tender in
the case of certain mills, the
better’ offers already received
are being carefully considered,
said the sources.

The BTMC now owns 4]
textile mills, including the ten
to be privatised. The corpora-
tion had te.ncur losses to the
tune of over 95 erore taka dur-
ing fiscal 1992-93 while yarn
and cloth worth about 160
trore taka are lying unsold ail
the mills' godowns.

The authorities attributed
the losses to the increase of
cotton *price in the interna-
tional market, imposition of
import duty as well as VAT on
raw materials and excise duty
on [inished products, wage and
pay hike of the workeérs and
employees, among other rea-
sons.

"The smuggling of foreign
yarn and fabrics into

Bangladesh and uneven com-
See Page 12 Col B
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Year vacation
By Inam Ahmed

Aflter 1he Japanese govern-
mernl s commitment to co-fi-

nance the Jamuna Multipur-
pose Bridges project,
Bangladesh will now hold talks
with the Asian .

Bank (ADB) after the New
Year's vacation in Manila, the
Headqguarters of the Bank, over
the  financing of the project.

A round of informal talks be-
tween the ADB and the govern-
ment has already been held in
Dhaka after Japan s confirma-
tion of 1ts decision to provide
200 million dollars for jhe Ja-

See Page 12 Col % ¢ '

Section 144
around

Engineers'
Institute

Authorfties imposed Seetion-
144 prohibiting gathering,
meeting and procession in and
around Engineers’ Institute for
48 hours from Thursday mid-
night as students put up resis-
tance against a planned Shibir
function, reports UNB.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) Sources said the restric-
tion came following announce-
ment ol simultaneous meetings
by a few student organisations
at the institute premises.

Islami Chhatra Shibir, the
student wing of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, scheduled jts two-day
conference for December 31 and
January 1 at the venue. |

Shampradayikata Birodhi
Chhatra Samaj (anti-communal
student group), and alliance of
14 student organisations, in
their move to restrict communal

|

‘:

palitics called a meeting at the
See Page 12 Col 7

Another Shibir
activistdies
in hospital -

By Staff Correspondent

Another Islamic Chhatra
Shibir (IC8) activist, injured
earlier in a bomb blast at Tongi,
died at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

The victim, Mosharraf Hos-
sain, succumbed to his |
yesterday after two days of
fighting with death. Earlier, his

comrade, Manjurul Alam, died
in the blast.

The condition of another vie-
tim was also critical, medical
sources said. .

On Tuesday night, some ICS
activists fell victims to the bomb
blast reportedly while
explosives in the house of a lo-
cal Jamaat leader; Advocate Md
Shawkat Ali.

Meanwhile, police seized a
huge quantity of explosive ma-
lerials from the Jamaat leader’s
house and arrested two stu-
dents of Notre Dame College in
this connection.

Shawkat Alli has been ab-
sconding after the explosion,
police sources said. :
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