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Rise of the Bud-
dhist Right in Shri
| Lanka: Will there
be another anti-
Tamil Hysteria?

by Prof Jayadeva
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International
US to maintain
sanctions against
China, Pakistan

Germany won't grant
entry visa to
Zhirinovsky

Bogota trying to track
down Escobar's -
overseas assets
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ECNEC approves Tk
778 cr projects

Cuba’s parliament
ratifies economic
reforms
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rriage: How to Address
the Issue? Rupantar's
Tribute to Rokeya and
Lila Nag: Norplant:
Contraceptive Freedom
or Coercion:-Human
Rights Day: Transla-
| ting, Words into Reality
Proves Difficult
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| ea
expelled
Advocate Enamul Hag of
Rajshiahi has been expelled
" from the BNP for violating party
discipline, according to a party
press release in Dhaka last

night. His primary member 1hlp
has also been cancelled,

Youngman stabbed

to death in city

A youngman was lubh: o o
death by a gang of unidentified
:Il:l:rr;nu at ?dm Bazar in

Y yeslerday. The as-
sallants stabbed Abul Bashar.
32, supervisor of the Hossain
Garments, was returning home
through Kawran Bazar at about
7 pm, hospital sources said.
Bashar was rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
where the attending doctors
dut;éﬂfﬂd him dead, reports

Arafat'arrives
in Cairo

CAIRO, Dec 29: PLO Chair-
nmnfmﬁrlﬁtmmday
_in Cairo, ﬂmhmdu:m

discuss with Egyptian President
HnuuHuhutkmhmg

Egyptian prelidenu.ll adviser
Osama el-Baz'told Reuters, "We
will be meeting Chairman Arafat
lonight and we will inform oy
israeli friends of the results of
the discussions.”

Govt move to end Prokrichi agitation

The
end the long
agitation of the Prokrichi-BCS.

late last night issued a press
note stating that it had decided

to transform 50 per cent posts

of the national pay Scale-9 [Tk

2850-Tk 5150) to Scale-7 (Tk
4100-6500) as selection grade.

. It also decided to upgrade
the posts of nine cadres. inclu-

ding five engineering cadres. al

government, in a bid to
-drawn on-going

By Staff Correspondent

the district level and its equiva
lent to Scale-5 from Scale-6
The press note recalled that

the government had set up a

seven-member Cabinet commit -
tee on December 7 last with a
‘view to establishing an efficient.
accountable public administra-
tion based on justice. The
committee would submit its full
report within six months

The governimenl expregsed

commnittee could 'nrt SO0 -

thiy.”

Earlier last night, three
members of the special Cabinet
committee met for two

hours with the central leaders
of the Prokrichi- BCS Central
Sce Page 12 Col 7

PM addresses BIT convocation

Apply science for rapid
change in our condition

KHULNA. Dec 29: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to-
day emphasised on proper ap-
plication of appropriate tech-
nology to accelerate the coun-
try's economic development. re-
ports UNB.

"A rapid change in our con-
dition Is possiblé i we can
achieve progress in the field of
science and technology.” she
1old the first convocation of the
Bangladesh Institute of Tech-
ndlogy (BIT) here in the after-
ooOn.

The Prime Minister said
proper application of technology
boosts productivity particularly
in the agriculture, industry and
service .sectors. increases re
sources and accelerates the
economic growth,

She pointed out that the

country’'s most valuable natural
resources remained untapped
as Lhe human resources could
not be utilised properly.

Begum Zia said poverty ol

pervasive nature can be re-
moved if appropriate technology
flourishes in the country.

"Let technology be the
medium of our day-to-day af
fairs’, she said adding that pro-
ductivity will increase rapidly if
technology is utilised success-
fully in agricultural sub-sectors
like pisciculture poultry and
livestock, and in aflorestation.

The Prime Minister dis-
tributed gold medals among 20
students for their outstanding
perlormance in academic pur
suils.

The function was also ad-

See 'age 12 Col 3

Accord on Israeli

pullout from

occupied areas

CAIRO, Dec 29: Israell and
FLO negotiators said Wednes-
day they have agreed on a
[ramework to resolve (ssues
blocking their peace accord, but
Palestinian leaders insisted ls-
rael still isn't honouring prior
commitments, reports AP.

"“The two delegations have
reached a meeting of the
minds.” lsraeli Minister I
Shimon Peres told a news con-
lerence after a joint meeting
with Egyptian President Hoani
Mubarak,

Earlier Story on ”3

He added that "there were
issues that we couldn’t achieve”
that will be referred to other ne-
gotiating teams for more dis-
cussion.

One Pnlnuntan official who
insisted on anonymity said it

could take amthcr 10 days to
I wron out detalls

Another cut in lending rates hkely

¥ ‘Mos! banksin the country .
| are likely to go for another re

duction of their lending rat:a.
possibly next month, in view of
an excess liquidity situation
and the stfl competition in the
money market. according te
banking sources. |

"There is scope for about a
two per cent cut in the lending
rates.” a high nationalised
commercial bank (NCB) official
said on condition of anonymity.
“We will consider this and take
actions next month.”

Mosl bankers. however. are

sceplical aboul any speeded up
credit activities because of a

possible cut in rates.

"Despite the recent slash in
lending rates. the demand for
loans did not show any signifi-
cant improvement,” Kazi Abdul

Majid, M ng Director of the
Pubali Bank, told The Daily
Star. =

However., sources said there
has been an informal request

By Isam Abrmed

; fracd o~ Mnanec Hu.ull.rv s .

Inu.fr the rates because of the
depressed demand situation.
There has also been pressure
from the business circles in this
regard.

Lending rates of the com-
mercial banks now range be-
tween nine and 15 per cent for
the NCBs and between 11 and
15 per cent for private and for-
eign banks.

Lending rates were 'lowered
last in October at the insistence
of the Finance Ministiry,

Prior Lo this refixation, the
rates were between 12 and 18
per cent.

The NCBs and foreign banks
are now offering lower rates
than the private banks, which
the private bankers feel has

made then uncompetitive,

"To make ourselves competi-
tive with the foreign and public
banks, we have no option but to
lower our rates.,” one high offi-
cial of a private bank said.

Buikers ‘Sdid théLast Thts h
hgd oniy resulted im some
greater credit supply in the
shrimp sector. Otherwise, other
fronts remained rather quiet.

"Even the garments sector.
which always placed demands
for large sums, was not so vig-
orous because of an oversatu-
ration of orders, bankers re-

ported.
The new cuts would be ac-

companied by a reduction In
the banks’ manpower to lower
the cost of funds. "But we may
ultingately go for cut in the de-
posit rates.,” another banker
maintained.

"Again, this will affect the
small savers.”

In that case sa certifi-
cates would help the savers very
little because they wouild not be
able to draw money at will by
changing the certificales in
small amounts, experts ob-
served.

Saudi consultative

body takes oath

RIYADH. Dec 29:; King Fahd
stressed Lhe Islamic basis of
Saudi Arabla when the 60
members of the country's new
consultative council, holding
its first meeting here today,
ook their oaths of office. re-
ports AFP.

At the swearing-in cere-
mory on Tuesday, the King af-
firmed® “This country is al-
tached to the Sharia (Islami
law). in the letter and in the
spirit. and accepts nothing
that Is not. inr conformity with
Islamic faith."

The official SPA news
agency said the King added
that the Sharia was "among the
best systems in the world in
the economic, social and sci-
entific fields.

[t mattered little that some

people queried why

there
were no elections in the king-
dom, King Fahd said.

The 60 councillors of the
‘Majlis al-Shura’ were named
in a royal decree on August 20,

The council - the first of its
kind since the Saudi kingdom
was sel up In 1982 — will dis-
cuss policy and planning. serve
an initial four-year term and
Llake decisions by majority vote.

According to terms laid
down by King Fahd, it will
submit decisions to the
monarch who will judge If
there is disagreement. The
council will also be able lo

question the ministers.

The body is made up of aca-
demics, hu:*?tameh and reli-
glous ligures, some of whom

are repuled Lo hr liberals.

- at Darshana

Four killed 1n
train accident

From Our Correspondent

Mirza Abbas
resigns

By Staff Reporter

The Mayor of Dhaka Mirza
Abbas MP, yesterday resigned
his post prior r filing his
nomination for Me upcoming
DCC polls January 30. |

The resignation letter was
signed at ihe Secretariat office
of the LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder at 10 in the

Later, Abbas publicly an-
nounced his resignation al a
rally near the Pirjangl mazar
in Motijheel in the city just be-

fore going to submit his papers

to the Returning Officer to
contest the Dhaka City Corpo-
ration as a nominee
uf the ruling BNP.

Addressing the rally at 11 .

am, Mirza Abbas sald: “To me,
it s all the same, whether to
S Mage 12 Col 2

Twenty six candidates fite!
nomination papers Lo contest
the post of mayor and 916 oth-
ers for the postis of 90 ward
commissioners of the Dhaka

‘{;?I:y Corporation (DCC) yester-

y.

The Returning Officer, as- *
sisted by other Election Com-
mission officlals. received the
forms at the ground floor of the

Divisional Commissioner’s office
at Segun Bagicha in the city
from 10 am to 5 pm amid Oght
security.

Yesterday was the last day
for filing nominations, which
will be scrutinised today to pre-
pare 4 primary list of the can
didates lor the January 30 polis
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of the Awami League

scheduled for January 30.

e 21 Rival BNP panels for|
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The mayuml candidatt: of

- CHUADANGA. Dec 29:-Four
people were killed and 13
others seriously hurt in a train
accident at Akundabaria near
Darshana this morning.

Two of the dead were iden-
tified as Nurjahan, 50, -and
Hashem Ali, 80.

All victims were killed on
the spot, The injured persons
were taken to the Sadar Hospi-
tal. Conditions of three were
said to be-critical.

The incident occurred
when a luggage van fell off the
tracks. damaging other vans of
the same train. The mail train
(26 Up) was coming from
Khulna and was heading to-
wards Goalundo station.

The District Commissioner
visited the spot soon after.

Marathon debate in Parllament over bank scam

Opposition asks Rao to quit

NEW DELHI. Dec 29: The
Indian opposition today de-
manded the resignation of
Prime Minister P V Narasima
Rao because of a 1.3 billion
dollar banking and securities
fraud that has already caused
the Finance Minister 1o quit,
reports AFP.

The main oppositign
Bharatiya Japata Party (BJP)
asked- Rao to step down for
falling Lo prevent the scam,
which erupted last year and
wiped out thousands of stock
investors.

“The Prime Minister must
resign o keep the honour of

the country, whose image has
been tarnished by the scam.”
party leader Murli Manohar
Joshi saild in Parliament during

.a marathon debate.

Hari Kishore Singh of the
centrist Janata Dal backed the
demand, saying the 72 year-
old Rao should resign on moral
grounds following the comple-
tion of a parliamentary investi-
gation into the scam.

The opposition demands
loHowed the resignation last
week of India’'s respected Fi-
nance Minister, Monmohan
Singh. after he was blamed for
the scandal by a Joint Parlia-

mentury Committee (JPC) fol-
lowing a 15-month probk,

Rao has not acted on the
resignation despite wides-
pread appeals f[rom the
industry and media to retain
the former World Bank
economist, the architect of the
country’'s radical economic lb-
eralisation.

Manmohan Singh, 61, at-
tended Parliament today and
heard opposition MPs berate
him for the scam in which a
colerie of bankers and brokers
artificially jacked up stock
prices using public funds.

See Page 12 Col B

differemt political parties yester-
day promisced to resolve the
problems of Dhaka. the capital.
and enhance civic amenities for
the city dwellers. reports UNB.

Mirza Abbas, MP of the BNP,
Mohammad Hanif of the Awami
League. Col (rtd) A Malek of the
Jatlya Party and Manzurul Ah-
san Khan of the 10-party Left
front gave their instant reac-
tions after filing nomination pa
pers {or the post of mayor of the
Dhaka City Corporation.

Mirza Abbas told newsmen
he had become a mayor candi-
date to sustain the trend of de-
velopment in the metrbpolis.

To a question, Abbas ex-
pressed his optimisin of winning
the election scheduled for

Sce Page 12 Col 2

The last day of withdrawal of
candidacy is January §.

The 26 mavoral candidates
include Mirza Abbas of the rul-
ing BNP, Mohammad Hamif of
the Awami League Col [Retd)
Abdul Malek of the Jativa Party,
AT M Azbarul Islam of the Ja-
maat-e-islami and Manazurul
Ahsan Khan of the 10-lefi party
alliance

Mirza Abbas resigned from
the post of mayor yesterday
morning before submitting his

nomination paper.
The BNP, AL and JP are con-

lesting in all the 90 wards of

the DCC while the Jamaal Is
Ser Page 12 Col 4

" Mirza M;lm:. of the Hdugiadea-h "mlumuhﬂ Party ithm:l &nm left, top!) and Muhammad Hanif
(fourth from left, above) submitting their nomination.papers to the
Returning Officer in the ﬂtjr yesterday for the Dhaka City Corporation mayor.
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Ctg city polls

From Nurul Amin

CHITTAGONG, Dee 29: The
Chittagong chapter of the rul-
ing BNP has run'intetlresh
problems over the nomigiation
of candidates for the commis-
sioner posts in the Chittagong
City Corporation polls. party
insiders said.

The trouble began as a fae-
tion of the BNP here fielded a
counter panel of candidates to
contest the posts of ward
commissioners in the January
30 elections.

With tomorrow being the
last date for the withdrawal of
candidature, the leaders of the
BNP city committe=diere, led
by minister Abdulldh Al No-
man, held a marathon meeting
at the party office on Tuesday
night to break the stalemate by

fielding consensus candidates
for ward commissioners. But
most of the candidates sup-
porting the splinter faction
were reportedly absent from
the n . which continued
till. 2 am, Wednesday.

« Party insiders say. in-fight-

ing in the Chiftagong chapter

of the BNP -has become a
‘chronic problem' here despite
efforts made by the party lead-
ers on several occasions to
remove the irritantsy ‘
Earlier, the internal feuding
in the BNP here emerged over
the nomination of candidates
[or the mayoral post. The mat-
ter was settled with the imter-
vention of Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia during her

See Page 12 Col |

Delhi to discuss Kashmir with politicians

Amanullah Khan released

ISLAMABAD, Dec 29: A top
Kashmiri militant Icad:r
Amanullah Khan was freed In
Brussels today after nearly two
and a hall months' detention. a
Forelgn Ministry official said
here, reports AFP,

Khan. chairman of the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF). one of several
groups waging a campaign for
freedom in Indian-controlled
Kashmir, was detained in the
Belgian capital on October 18

The official said the Belgian
authorities had informed Pak-
Istani ambassador in Brussels,
Rifat Mehdi, that Khan was be-

ing put on a plane for Pakistan.

He said it was not {et clear
whether Khan had been re-
leased as a free man or he was
being deported. “We are trying
to ascertain the basis for his
release.” he added.

The JKLF chairman was
detained in Brussels while at-
tending an international con-
ference on Kashmir organised
by the soclalist group® of the
European Parliamenl,

The arrest, strongly con-
demned by Pakistan and
Kashmiri parties here, was
made on an Interpol warrant
issued on Indian charges of his

involvernent in some murders,
Meanwhile, the Indian gov-
ernment has called a meeting of

. political parties to discuss the

future of Kashmir, as 12 people
died in violence linked 1o the
Muslim separatist campaign in
the northern state. officials said
in Delhi today.

Local leaders of various par-
lies will meel in the states
summer capital, Srinagar. in
the second week of January in a
bid to initiate a political process
in Kashmir, Internal Security
Minister Rajesh Pllot said.

It would be [ollowed within

See Page 42 Col 7
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Industrial workers

call half-day
hartal Jan 24

By Staff Correspondent

“everal thousand industrial

a half -day hartal on January 24
to press home a nine-point
charter of demands. .

The workers, wearing red fil-

1H:arﬂwrmh_'lﬂ

kﬂm'mh the h

been campaigning h’ltﬂl-
rrnhr!nrterul'm The
demands inchude implementa-
tion of a previously signed
thmm
and the authorities, implemen-
lation of minimum wages n all
mills and factories. sopping the
retrenc hment of werkers and
Ser Page 12 Col 1

580 tolas of gold
se1zed, one
held at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs surveillanee team
wired 680 tolas of gold worth
Ik 54.80 lakh from & passen-
ger who came from Dubal of
ihe Zia Intrrnationsl ﬁ'pﬂ'l
(ZIA) yesterday

The passenger — ll‘:ln
Madehah - who came an
Emirates fMhght (EK-810) in
the moming was caught and
serit 1o the Cantonment police
cusiody for carrying the gold
Hiegally

A customs source sald Lthat
58 gold bars each Len
tolas were found hidden nside
Iwo eleciric irons in a shop-

ping bag of the passenger,

DUTA will resist
amendment to

~Varsity Ordn '73

By Staff Correspondent
Trachers of Dhaka Umpiver-
sity have planned M ions
®bid 1g
B Oorels.

to resisl the
amend the
nance 1973,

The leachers will hold a
protest progession in the first
week of January and finalise
other programunes, including
submission of memorandums to
the Speaker, the MPs, the Prime
Minister and the President. at a
meeting on Friday.

The Dhaka University
Teachers Association (DUTA) at
a meeting yesierday also said
the government initiative would
spoil the academic atmosphere.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee has almost finalised
amendments to the University
Ordinance for Dhaka, Rajshahi,
Chittagong, and Jahangirnagar
Universities.

Yesterday's meeting at the
teachers' club was chaired by
DUTA president Prof Syeedur
Rahman and addressed
others by Prof A M
Shahidullah. Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury, Prof Mustafa
Chowdhury, Dr Mahfuzur
Rahman, Prof A K M Saduddin,
Prof Syed Ahmed Khan. Prof
Rangalal Sen, Ferdous Hassan
and Arif Billah.

Zhirinovsky back
home as Bonn

refuses visa

SOFIA, Dec 29: Russia's ul-
tra-nationalist leader Viadimir
Zhirinovsky flew back to
Moscow today. an international
pariah after being expelled by
Bulgaria and refused a visa to
Germany, reports AFP.

Russia’'s ambassadors to
Sofia and Bucharest were both
summoned this afternoon to
hear complaints about remarks
made by the far-right Liberal
Democratic leader during his

tumultuous visit. :
Earlier on P 8

" In Australia, Jewish groups
outraged by Zhirinovsky's

stance on ant-semitism-dobbied
to have him denled entry on
learning that he planned to visit
his niece in Sydney.

Zhirinovsky was given his
marching orders on Tuesday by
the government in Sofia for
“insulting” President Zhelio
Zhelev and "inadmissible inter-
ference in the domestic alfairs
of a sovereign state " which the
Interior Ministry said "could
complicate relations between
Bulgaria and its peighbours.”

He immediately announced
his intention to*ly to Berlin, but
plan was scotched this moming
when the German government
made it clear he was not wel-
AT

Government spokesman Di-
eter Vogel sald it was "not in
German interests” that Zhiri-

| novsky. known for his Xeno-
i phobi¢ and anti-semitic re-

marks, should be allowed to
make them on German soil



