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Women trafficking intensifies

in Jessore border areas

JESSORE, Dec 28 : Women
trafficking in border areas of
Jessore district has resurfaced
with new intensity recently.

According to information,
these women are g collected
in numbers and over (o
agents in India through differ-
ent points of the border by an
organised gang.

These gang members work-
ing all over the country con-
vince mostly distressed women
and girls of poorer families for
better life abroad. In exchange,
poor father or other family
members are given handsome
amount of money.

Most of the parents or
guardians are promised for fur-
ther amount of money which
they never received. But the
poor family members continue
their hope against hope. .

These traflickers take these
girls and women to their gang
lords who sell them to their
contacts on the other side of’
the border. Once in their hand,
the contacts
agents in India sell these girls
and women to a number of
companies who dissect upon’
them to take out eyes, kidneys,

or the so called
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blood and other inexpensive
body which are later pre-
sc and sold.

Such trafficking is carried
out almost everyday through
Jessore border as well as other
border areas.

A group of 95 women and
girls were recently nabbed by
police at Jhinkergacha. All of
those women and girls were
collected from Dhaka Narayan-
ganj. Faridpur and Barisal, it is
learnt. Another similar group of
women and girls were recently
recovered by police from barder
areas of Chougacha and Sarsha
of the district while they were
being taken to border points for
sm out to India.

It is rted that there are
many such agencies working in
Calcutta, Bararat, Bararat of
West Bengal in India exclusively

for this trafficking purposes.
Indian national

arrested ,
BDR personnel arrested one
Indian national with one Indian
Jersey cow from border area of
Sharsha thana in the district
recently. '
It s learnt, BDR men ar-

rested Ananda Bugchi and
seized his cow while he was en-
tering into Bangladesh border.

Commanding Officer, BDR,
Jessore, Lt Col Nayeem told The
Daily Star that Ananda Bagchi
hii- been forw .rded to local
th..na and a cas. has becn filed
ag.nst him.

llis cow, worth Taka 30,000
hii= been handed over to cus-
toins, Jessore, he added g

BSF, BDR routine

flag meeting
A flag meeting between Com-
manding Officer 22 Rifles
Battalion, BDR, Jessore, and
Commandant 92 Battalion,
BSF, West Bengal was held at

~ Benapole recently.

According to source, BDR
side was represented by Com-
manding Officer, BDR, Jessore,
Lt. Col Nayeem while BSF side

" was represented by Comman-

dant, 92 Battalion BSF, West
Bengal Mohan. Matter dis-
cussed in the meeting included
transport of criminals and
checking of smuggling more ef-
fectively across the border. It

was a routine conference, the
source added.

........

SYLHET: Patients are being treated free of
Islamic Relief Organisation at a village under Beanibazar thana recently.
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also given among the poor patients.

cost at a clinic organised by the International

Free Medicines were

— Star photo

Oilmen for wo

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 28 : About
12,000 oilmen in Sirajgan]
district have been facing diffi-
culties in running ‘ghani’ busi-
ness for want of working capi-
tal.

Many oilmen have closed
down their ‘ganis’ and have

been facing unemployment.

it is gathered that about
2000 mini oil mills (ghani) were
running in the district which
facilitated ment of about
15,000 members of the oilman
families.

The rapid extinction of mini
oil mills was attributed lo
flourtshment of a large number
of mechanised ofl mills in differ-
ent parts of the district inchud-
ing Sirajgan] sadar, Shahzad-
pur, Ullapara and Belkuchi
thanas which are able o pro-
duce edible oil at a considerable
lower cost

Besides, huge quantity of
imported edible oil, including
soyabeen and palm have
flooded the local markets result-
ing in fall in demand of ghani

produced oil.
Al t about Taka 1200

is required to run a ghani. Byl
the poor ofimen can hardly in-

vest this sum of as Lhere
is no pmﬂmmn dis-
bursement for this sector of

nou:nl-l.l'tnllmem howoever,

KUSHTIA. Dec 28: The fate of

about 50,000 weavers en-

in their age-old pro-

remairr uncertain

due to scarcity and high

prices of yarn. dyés, chemi-

cals and other raw maten-
als.

Kumarkhali market — one of
the biggest and famous
handloom product trading
centre in the district is now

dying
to sudden drop in both,
sales cenires and pur-
chasers.
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collect running capital from the
jocal money lenders at an exor-
bitant rate of interest causing
higher cost of production.

As a result, the return is not
in commensurate with the in-
vestment because of the above
mentioned factors. -

Meanwhile, a considcrable
number of oilmen have given up
this age-old profession having
failed to cope with the circum-
stances ich have already
gone beyond their corrtrol.

The remaining oflmen have
u upon the authority to ex-
tend loan facilities through the

Poor progress!

BOGRA, Dec 28 : Post and
Telecommunication Minister
Tariqul Islam expressed dissat-
isfaction over the slow progress
of expansioh work of Bogra
Telecommunication exchange,
says UNB.

The minister paid a surprise
visit here to see the expansion
work of the Bogra exchange on
Friday, a PID handout said.

Work
telephone connections at Bogra
town is underway at the tele-
phone exchange and switching
work to connect the new tele-
phone lines have already been
completed while cable net work

is yet to be completed.

rking fund

government agencies like BRDEB
so that they can run this family
business smoothly.

Shaheed Intellectuals

Day observed

Martyr Intellectuals’ Day was
observed everywhere in the dis-
trict in a befitting manner on
December 14.

Various political, socio-cul-
tural organisations including
BNP, Awami League, JSD (Inu),
CPB, Muktijoddha Sangsad,
Zila Press Club, Sangbadik
Samity and Belkuchi Press Club
observed the day. .

The programmes included
placing of floral wreaths at tho
shaheed minar, special praycer
and discussion mecting higligt-
ing the importance ol the day.

Victory Day

programme
Sirajgan] districlt unil com-

mand of Bangladesh Muklijod-
dha Sangsad have arranged 3-
day victory programme [rom
December 14.

On December 15, grand
assembly of the Freedom Fight-
ers was held at the sangsad
premises which was atlended

the freedom fighters [rom

lover the district.

The unit and platoon coii-
mandérs recalled the nwimorics
of the great Liberation War ol
197 1.
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Most of these weavers have
now faced price hikes of
yarn, dyes, chemicals and
other raw inputs affecting
production which has
shown a drastic fall all over
the district, according to a
SOurce.

A large number of these buyers
come from North Bengal on °

every Fridays and Saturdays
to buy the handloom

products in large numbers
but in recent days smooth
business have shown re-
markable reduction com-
One

of cotton yarn o a great
exient resulting in imbal-
ance of market competition
with cheaper synthetic
clothes available in the local
Most of the in Ku-
markhali thana, like other

areas in the district, are
weavers by profession. A
large number of handioom
industries in the area have

already closed down and
many are on the line
Joblessness, specially among
the poor families, has in-
creased. If this group of
people do not find opportu-
nities for an allernative way
of jon, we could see
a sea of unemployed people
turning into 5.

Bright prospect in
sowing ground nut

Prospect of ground nut cul-
tivation in certain areas of
greater Kushtia district has
been proved very bright as
well as lucrative. :

Farmers of Alamdanga,
Chuadanga and certain parts
of Kushtia whege sofl Is
sandy have achieved very
encouraging of this
cash crop on their fields

i

|

"

Notes from

Sirajgonj
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SIRAJGANJ, Dec 28: A meet-
ing of Rajshahi Divisional De-
velopment Forum was held at
the local railway colony
premises with district unit Pres-
ident Shah Anowar Hossain in
the chair,

Among others . Rashidul
Hasan, T M Abdul Hamid and
Abu Bama spoke on the occa-
sion.

The speakers demanded
early implementation of multi-
purpose Jamuna bridge project,
construction of barrages at
Sirajganj and Sariakandi to
arrest continuous erosion of
Jamuna and protection against
desertification caused by the

| adverse "affect of Farakka

ba rril_%e.
andball training

course held
A fortnight-long handball
training course was inaugu-
rated -at the Kantanagar High
School premises in Kazipur
thana under the auspices of
Sirajganj District Sports Associ-

ation. ;
The inaugural ceremony was
addressed by District Sports

Officer Yasin Ali. A total of 25 |

trainees from nine thanas of the
district are taking part in the
course, '

" 400 mt wheat for

test relief work

The Ministry of Relief and
Rehabilitation have sanctioned
400 metric tons of wheat in
Sirajganj district under Test
Relief programme.

Out of the local, 45 mts of
wheat have been sanctioned for
Sadar, 45 tons for Kazipur, 35
tons for Raiganj. 20 tons for
Tarash, 40 tons Yor Ullapara. 45
tons for Shahzadpur, 45 tons
for Belkuchi, 15 tons for Ka-
markanda, 25 tons for
Chowhali thanas and 25 tons
for Sirajganj municipality, five
tons for Shahzafipur munici-
pality and 50 tons are kept re-
served to meet any emergency.

JP protest

meetings held
Sirajganj district and differ-
ent thana units of Jatiya Party
have hold public meetings on
December 4 in protest of alleged
attempt on life of Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury.

Attaining
perfection,
basic aim of
education, .

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28
Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al Noman said, the
basic aim of education was to
attain perfection as a social
being and for that purpose the
environment of the standard o
education was essential along
with its dissemination,” reports
UNB.

He said, this while address-
ing as the chief quest at the
prize-giving ceremony of Fauj-
darhat Cadet College on Thurs-
day.

The minister said, "institu-

tional management was very
important to improve the
standard of education and dif-
ferent cadet colleges of the
country have been immensely
contributing to improve the
standard of education with efli-
cient management. The stu-
dents of these institutions suc-
ceeded to develop themselves as
the competent soldiers in the
struggles of life under stern
discipline and correct guid-
ance,”
Stressing the need for ar-
ranging prize-giving festival in
the educational institutions,
Noman said, “recognition of
success could inspire to attain
further success in life and the
social progress took place in
this process.”

He called upon the manage-
ment of the educational institu-
tions to expand opportunities of
extra curricular activities for
the students that could finally

help to ensure congenial atmo-
sphere in the institutions.

Fate of 50,000 weavers uncertain

with the "help and
cooperation of Agricultural
Extension Department.
Positive results show that
yield was 60 maunds (raw)
pér acre at a cost of Taka
one thousand while the
actual value of the amount
comes (o Taka 10 thousand

sandy soil with very less
productivity is suitable for
ultivation of ground nut

d it ean be cultivated in
both, kharif and ravi
seasons and the maximum
time required for
cultivation and production
is only 130 days.

Encouraged by high yield,
the farmers of these areas

have decided to go for-
cultivating this cash crop. A
scheme has also been
undertaken to cultivate
ground nut in two

acres of land In coming
season, it is learmnt.

T ———————————

Call for early solution
to Farakka problem

KUSHTIA, Dec 28 : Jatiya
Party acting chairman Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury has called
for early solution of the Farakka
problem ensuring just share of
the Ganges water to
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

Lamenting the age old prob-
lem, Chowdhury said, "a large
part of the country is turning
into desert in the absence of
natural flow of the Ganges. In-
dia continue to draw water
unilaterally in the upstream of
the river depriving the lower ri-
parian of its due share.”

Addressing a public meeting
at Amla Bazar Sunday evening,

the Jatiya Party leader flayed

~ the government for its failure to

protect the interest of workers
and farmers. He said, "about
4,500 industrial units were
closed rendering thousands job-
less since BNP came to power
two and a half years ago.”
During its election campaign
BNP had pledged for creating
one crore job opportunities to
meet the growing demand of the
unemployed youths. "BNP not
only failed its commitment but
also threw thousands out of
employments,” he added.
Chowdhury said, "the gov-

~ernment has raised the price of

fertilizer but failed to ensure l':a.ir

‘Natna

price of agricultural products.
Low price of paddy and jute

made the poor farmers poorer.” *

He said, terrorism has
spread most educational insti-
tutions. Political parties, espe-
cially the ruling party, are
maintaining terrorist groups
and the students arms
that discouraged them to pur-
sue studies. By doing this they
have endangered politics and
democracy as well.”

Two middle aged men were
Monday crushed under the
wheels of a speedy truck near
Mongalbaria Bazar on Kushtia-
Bheramara road.

Alleged dacoit
held

An alleged dacoit was ar-
rested on Sunday from village
of Daulatpur thana
in connection with a dacoity at
the residences of Daulatpur

Health Complex doctors.

The dacoit was identified as
Kinzar (27) of village Natnapara
of Daulatpur thana.

In a daring dacoity on Dec
15, the miscreants looted cash
and valuables worth about Taka
1.5 lakh from the residences of
three doctors of the health
complex.

'"Health — a part of ]

uplift activities"

FARIDPUR, Dec 28 : Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf
said, health is an important in-
dicator of development activities
ol a country, reports UNB. |

The Health Minister was ad-
dressing a function organised in
observance of the completion of
12 years of service by Dr Zahed
Memorial Child Hospital in
Faridpur Saturday as chiéf
guest.

"A person with good health
and sound mind can think
proper, plan better and imple-
ment programme efficiently,” he
added.

Presided over by Abul
Bashar Miah, the [unction was
also addressed by paediatrician
Prof M Q K Talukder as special
guest, Prof Akhtaruzzaman,
Head of the Department of
Cardiology, Dhaka Medigal
College Hospital, and the
Deputy Commissioner and Civil
Surgeon of the district.

The Health Minister said,
"the present Mother and Child

Heath (MCH) index in our coun-
try reflects the country’s ad-
verse health and socio-eco-
nomic condition.” "The country
cannot be allowed to go un-
changed,” he said.

“The sufferings of the preg-
nant mother and her new born
child has been a chronic one
and it needs to be addressed
with much vigour in order to
redress the problem. The pre-
sent government i{s committed
to improve the health care de-
livery system in the country,
particularly to establish an ef-
fective MCH network,"” he said.

Yusuf said, "despite financial
stringency and logistic con-
straints, we are trying our best
to strengthen the country as
well as the first referral center
at the thana level.”

The Health Minister praised
the role played by the Dr Zahed
Memorial Child Hospital in ren-
dering child treatment and
MCH activities as a private sec-
tor inltdatve.

Staff shortage hampers

FP activities

MADARIPUR, Dec 28 : Fam-
ily Planning activities in the dis-
trict are being hampered as 70
posts have been lying vacant in
the department sinceé long, re-
ports UNB.

According to official sources,
17 posts of Family Welfare As-
sistant in 4 thanas have been
lying vacant. Thana wise break
up of these posts are : Sadar-4,
Sibchar-8, Kalkini-3, Rajoir-2.

A total of 15 posts of Medical
Assistants are lying vacant in
the district. Thana wise break
up is as follows: Sadar-2
Sibchar-8, Kalkini-5.

Besides, 13 posts of Aya, 10
posts of Family Welfare Inspec-
tor, 12 posts of security guard
and driver, 3 posts of Accoun-
tant and peon are also lying va-
cant.

Local leaders urged the gov-
ernment to fill up the vacant
posts to gear up family planning
activities without further delay.

Output at mills to
restart soon
The production at A R.

Hawlader Jute Mills will be
started within a week after the
closure of three years, official
sources said.

A milad-mahfil was held at
mill premises on Friday morn-
ing on the occasion. Local
politictans, mill management,
employees and workers of the
mill and local businessmcon
were present.

Mill sources said, 75 per
cent formalities for reopening
the mills, which is the biggest in
the southern part of the coun-

try, were already completed.
with the reopening of the mills
about 1500 workers are ¢x-
pected to get back their jobs.
Newsprint
prices up
The price of newsprint has
shot up in the district in the

last one month causing untold -

suffering to the students and
the publishers.

Meanwhile, due to short
supply each ream of crown
newsprint has been selling
since last two weeks at Taka
340 as against Taka 260 while
while fulscape paper per ream
is being sold at Taka 190 as
against Taka 165.

Erosion
renders
20,000 people
homeless

SATKHIRA, Dec 28: Some
20,000 people were rendered
homeless in 18 villages of the
district due to erosion by
Kalindi and Inchamati rivers
during the last few months, re-
ports UNB.

Local people said, the rivers
have already eroded away some
frontier areas in six places of
the district, several metres of
Kalindi riverside areas in
Nadtya, Nathari and Katamari.

The river Inchamati has so
far devoured 3,000 metres areas
in Debhata, 2500 ft in Kharhat
and 3000 ft in Khanjia.
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GOPALGANLJ : A severely damaged road on Mukshedpur-

Boraitala route under Mukshedpur thana. The bridge also

' needs reconstruction works for smooth traffic movement.

— Star photo

MALJIDEE COURT

CI sheets for
flood victims
' Dec 28: Government has
allocated 17,860 bundles of CI
sheets forr the flood affected
people of the district, says UNB,
Of the total amount, 6,197
| bundles will be distributed in
sadar thana, 3,380 bundles in
Begumganj, 1,466 bundles in
Senbag, 2,028 bundles in Com-
paniganj, 3,380 bundles in
Hatiya and 1,409 bundles in
Chatkhil thana. -
1 ﬂi’_ﬂcial sources said, the al-
located amount of CI sheet for
Chatkhil thana has already
been distributed among the
| The distribution of remaining
€l sheets is expected to be
completed within this month.

| GAIBANDHA
13 gay girls
arrested

Dec 28 : Police arrested 13
gay girls in different raids from
sadar railway platform during
last one week, says UNB.

The arrested were identified
as Jahanara (23), Mukti (19),
Julekha (25), Fatema (22),
Abeda (25), Shefali (27), Wa-
heda (25), Anju (24), Shumi
(28), Rozy (23], Jahan Ara (26),
Shahanaj (28) and Rahima (20).

Among them, Rahima was
wanted by the police as she was
earlier convicted in absentia for
three months by the sadar
thana Magistrate on charges of
immoral activities.

Jahanara (23) was rehabili-
tated earlier by the district ad-
ministration.

Mentionable, the number of
gay girls is alarmingly increas-
ing in the district due to abject

poverty.
FENI
Kidnapped
farmer

returned by
BSF

Dec 28: A farmer, kid-
napped by the Indian border
guards on Friday, was released
by the BSF at a flag meeting
t with BDR Saturday evening, re-
ports UNB.

Belal Hossain (40), of the
frontier village Barkuma was

kidnapped from Nijkalikapur by

said.
Bangladesh Rifles at the
| meeting also protested the firing

by the Indian Border Security
Force on Muhurirchar for the
5th time on Friday. But BSF
denied the allegation.

The BDR Comimander of Mu-
jumdarhat BOP led the
Bangladesh side while the Be-
lonia Company Commander
headed the BSF team in the
meeting at the Customs Check-
post on Parsuram-Belonia bor-
der.

= "[me BSF jawans while he was

BARISAL

| Programme
to educate
poor boys,
- L]
girls

Dec 28 : Bangladesh Rural
Advancemeént Committee (BR-
AC), a non-government oOr-
ganisation, has taken up an
education programme for the
poor boys and girls to boost
compulsory primary education
programme of the government
and ensure education for all by
2000 A D, reports BSS.

BRAC introduced this pro-
gramme in Barisal sadar,
Babuganj, Wazirpur and Gour-
nadi thanas of Barisal distriet,
Patuakhali thana of Patuakhal
district, Jhalakati sadar thana
of Jhalakati district and Bhola
sadar, Borhanuddin, Daulat-
khan, Lalmohan, Tazumuddin,
Charfession and Manpura
thanas of Bhola district during
the current year. _

BRAC has set up 655
schools in these thanas where
655 teachers, has been teaching
21,615 poor boys and girls.

BRAC will set up 30 such
schaols in Banaripara, 40 in
i Rajapur, 30 in Bhandaria, 30 in
Pirojpur, and 40 in Nalchity in
1994 next, a BRAC source said.

SIRAJGANS
Five die of
malaria,
diarrhoea

Dec 282 . Malaria and diar
rhoca diseascs have claimed al
lcast five people including two
babies in Belkuchi thgna dur-
ing the last week, says UNI3.

Among the dead Saddam (3)
1 of Doulatpur, Amin (3] ol
Barupur and Ali Hossain (18
died of Malaria while two others
Noor Hossain (24) of Goylarchar
village and Abu Bakker (30) of
Dukuriabera died of Diarrhoea.

Local people alleged that
negligence of doctors’ responsi-
bility at the Belkuchi Thana
Health Complex was responsi-
| ble for the deaths.
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Six dacoits
caught red
handed

Dec 28 : Police nabbed six
road pirates from Sultanpur on
Brahmanbaria-Comilla high
way while they were committing
dacoity in a nger bus on
December 16, reports UNB.,

Police said a gang of dacoits
numbering about ten looted
cash and valuables of the bus
passengers by putting barri-
cades on the road at about 10
pm.

Meanwhile, a puhirtml
reached at the scene they

- chased the dacoits and man-

aged to catch six of them red
handed.

Police also recovered the

-lnnted materials and seized

their weapons.
A case has been filed with

the local police.

Another report adds: Police
seized smuggled goods worth
about Taka 34,000 from the

roof of a train on December 14,
Acting on a tip police raided

the Dhaka-bound Karnaphuli
Express and recovered 61
pieces of Indian smuggled sa-
recs.

JESSORE

Work on
flood control

embankment
completed

Dec 28 : Bangladesh Water
Develo t Board (BWDB] has
recently completed the imple-
mentation of Bamankhali-Bar-
nal, flood control and drainage
project at a cost of Taka 17
crore under financial assistance
from Netherland and Sweden,
reports BSS.

The saltent features of the
projects were re-sectioning of 4%
kms of flood control embank-
nwnt, construction of 10 sluice-
gates, three culverts, six pipe-
culverts, five drainage outlets,
56 irrigation inlets and re-exca-
vation of 62 kms of drainage
channel.

About 13,500 hectares of
agriculture land in Narail sadar
and Magura sadar thanas
would be benefitted. An addi-
tional productien of 1.5 lakh
maunds of foodgrains worth
Taka 3,35 crore would come
from the project area annually.

Besides a vast tract of land
in these areas would be free
from water logging. THhe"St€io-
economic condition of thou-
sands of people of these thanas

would be improved.
MADARIPUR
Two killed
in road
mishap

r

Dec 28: Two minor boys -

were killed and 30 others in-
jured, seven seriously, in an
accident here on Maowa-Dhaka
road at Kathal Bari in Shibchar
thana on December 19, says
UNB.

Police said, the accident oc-
curred when a Khulna bound
bus coming from Dhaka skid-
ded out of control and rammed
into a roadside house killing
two boys of the house instanta-
neously and injuring 30 others.

Of the injured, seven were
admitted to Bhangga Health
Complex and different hospitails
of Dhaka in critical condition.

Police seized the bus but
both the driver and helper
managed to escape from the
scene.

SATKHIRA

One arrested
with arms,

ammunitions

Dec 28 : Police arrested a
man and recovered arms and
ammunitions from his posses-
sion in Debhata Wednesday,
reports UNB.

Police raided the house of

Tariqul Islam in area in
Debhata. thana E;T.;cm

one Indian-made revolver and
rwo rounds of bullet.
Tariqul Islam was arrested
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