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An Abortive Good Move

With the city corporation elections only about a
month to go. s electoral are developing on an
- even keel. The electioneering activity has
gone into full swing and, happily, development of
controls such as would not let the former go out of

hand. is evolving on a sure and no-nonsense foot-
ing. Credit for this is wholly dye to.the Election

Commission and its chief. The cal es have
so far done well in respond to the CEC's calls
and moves. They have all p to abide by the

Election Commission’'s 31-point code of conduct.
This would be a truly great achievement if only all
of them, specially the one in r. bring them-
selves to redeem the Cflledgts in actual practice.
Some gains are already home in that the govern-
ment has committed that ministers would not go
about canvassing using government facilities and
no new frants and donations would be announced
for anything in areas going to polls. This is in line
with the welcome resignation of the incumbent
mayors. One only hopes government would kéep to
this healthy line.

The CEC in his keenness on making the ensuing
elections truly free and fair, and perhaps also be-
cause of the encouraging response of the parties
to his initiatives, on Sunday proposed an all-
party steering committee to help conduct the elec-
tions.

The government, or better BNP, representative
feared the proposed set-up would be infructuous as

it wouldn't be empowered to do anything by consti-
- tutional

provision. This is debatable for the body
could very well draw upon Election Commission for
its neces effectiveness, being an accessory and
extension of the Commission itself. The other
reservation is based on the realistic view that ev-
erything depended on the will of the government,
including the performance of such a committee.
The government, more than any such vigilante
body, can ensure fairness. If it is not quite keen on
the point, such a body cannot ever deliver the
goods.

The third view involves more fundamental ques-
tions. The idea behind the exertions of the CEC and
parties is geared to help institutionalise democracy
through the holding of truly meaningful and demo-
cratic elections. How can this be promoted by a
bodv comprising of some avowed anti-democratic
and fascist forces? For very understandable rea-
sons both of these groups supported the CEC pro-
posal with enthusiasm making it mere difficult for
the democratic parties to oblige the CEC.

Without dismissing the reservations we, how-
ever, want to underline the fact that the gains, that
could accrue from an effective take-off by the pro-
posed committee would have far outweighed the
possible losses that could issue from the same — if
advancement of the cause of democracy were the
only and true consideration. In fact, the formation
of such a committee by no less a stupendously sit-
uated state organ as the Election Commission
could be a definitive step towards democratisation
of the crucial election process.

These elections cannot have very big bearings on
the national political outlook. Eve::}{so, these are
important particularly because the conduct of
these would decisively determine whether the na-
tion's good would lie in a caretaker government
holding the general elections or otherwise. The na-

tion would feel relieved if government showed due
deference to this point of democratic obligation.

Policy on Book Promotion

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's disclosure that her
government will soon come up with a national book
policgr makes good news. Long neglected, the area
could not be brought in order without a well-formu-
lated book policy. So the concern shown by the
government and the subsequent prompt undertak-
mg of the task deserve unreserved praise. no
doubt. As the Prime Minister has been on record,

the policy will address the dual ﬂl%blem of educa-

tion and library service in a package. Such an at-
tempt to cover the whole gamut of dissemination of
information and knowledge will be all the more
beneficial for the nation that is no more particularly
known for its reading habit.

Any policy on an issue so vitally important for
keeping in good shape the mental health of the na-
tion however needs to be as much flawless as hu-
manly possible. Particularly, the challenges from
the electronic medid appear to be insurmountable
when it comes to the question of promoting books
and reading habit among the people. The govern-
ment policy of makin printing materials costly
has not so far helped the cause. The threat posed
by the electronic media to overwhelm the printing
medium has as a result become even greater. So it
is a daunting task for the policy-makers to bring
people back to the reading table. :

o one in his right senses can expect reading
materials to be altogether free of cost; in fact
knowledge was never quite free - not even in the
most ideal times of the rhishis. Free knowledge has
ever remained an oxymoron. But then knowledge
as a commodity must not be subjected to over
commercialisation. When the writing and printing
papers along with other educational implements
are made dearer, a country’s overall education
suffers. The proposed national policy should be
mindful to this aspect of our education sector. This
is-perhaps one area where the provision for subsi-
dies can be made in view of the greatest returns it
will bring in.

Other salient points that deserve close attention
are the code of conduct for the publishers of books
and the rationale of duties at any high notch on
imported books. As for the pubﬁshers of bogks
re
publishers act more as contractors — in that they
publish their quota of text-books under a contract
reached between them and the relevant ministry.
Barring a handful of them, others just do not do
much besides being engaged in book piracy by vio-
lating the copyright law. In doing so they not only
compromise on quality of the product but also mis-
print or even distort the original. There should be
provision for publication of foreign classics or
quality books in a lawful manner. In India some

ublishing houses do the job well with permission
rom the authors and after paying due royalties.

Similarly, import of books — not just the non-
fiction such as technical and text-books — should
be exempted from the high rate of duty on them.
Fiction and poetry are as good a prodyct of the best
minds as the research and scientific ones are. Let
the proposed policy efficiently deal with all these
intriguing aspects and positively contribute to the
promotion of books and knowledge.

%julatinns are lax, to say the least. Most of the °

HE Middie East peace pr-

ocess was seriously set

back when lsrael did not
begin the withdrawal of its
forces from Gaza and Jericho
on the scheduled date. Palesline
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
Chairman Yasser Arafal and
leaders of the Arab states
regarded this a "sacred” date. a
test of lsrael’'s good intentions.

Israel failed that test. In fur-

ture the Arabs could insist on
ironelad guarantees for any
agreements with the Jewish
state.
The PLO-lsrael "Declaration
of Principles.” negotiated in se-
cret in Oslo, signed on Septem-
ber 13 on the White House lawn
and due [or implementation on
December 13, was a document
Alled with ambiguities because
the parties to it had nol agreed
on many issues belore the
signing.

Some unresolved issues were
minor. Others were major and
led to the December 13 debacle.
The three main issmes at dis-
pute were who was Lo conirol
the crossing points (rom Egypl
and Jordan into Gaza and |lw
West Bank and the roads within
the occupied territories and the
geographical extent of the Jeri
cho enclave.

Israel said it should have
sole control of both the crossing
points and the roads while the
PLO argued that control should
be shared. Israel was prepared
to cede to the PLO the munici-
pality of Jericho and its empty
reflugee camps, some 35 square
kilometires ol land. The PLO
demanded that Israel hand over
the entire Jericho sub-district,
350 square kilometres, the
achninistrative unit under the
original British mandate.

The gap between the parties
was so wide on Lhese issues
that it could not be bridged by
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak
Rabin and Arafat when they
met on December 12 in Cairo,
where it was hoped Lhal they

would sign an agreement on®

first experience

Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia
W
The Arabs may insist on ironclad guarantees when they make further agreements with Israel. Their

has been a letdown. The Israelis did not withdraw from Gaza and Jericho on the

appointed date. The conséquences will be serious. Syria and Jordan are not likely to be as helpful
as they had promised (o be.

Jitters in Jericho

Two claims on
Jericho district
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implementation ol Lhe Oslo ac-
cords.

The next day Rabin showedl
himsell to be stiff-necked and
lacking in an understanding of
the dynamics ol pencemaking
when he reflused 1o make 0 uni-

Literal gesture of poodwill Lo-
w.irds the Palestinians.

If he had pulled his troops
ol of the Jabalyvia refugee
imp in the Gaza Sirip or re-
leased hundreds ol Palestinian
political prisoners, Rabin would

have restored the climate of
goodwill between Palestinians
and Israelis created by the Osio
accords. He did not. .«

That climate of goodwill had
largely evaporated since
Seplember because the accords
had no impact on Israel's be-
haviour in the occupted territo-
ries. Israel maintained Hs iron
grip, reinforcing rather than re-
ducing its troops in the territo-
ries.

Israel did not ease its ban on
residents of the terrilories ente-
ring Jerusalem. cutling them ofl
from schools. hospitals and
niarkets and their administra-
tive and cultural capital.

The Rabin government con-
Linuved to build Jewish settle
ments and subsidise settlers al-
ready illegally colonising the
lerritories. Undercover Israeli
army units pursued, captured
and killed Palestinian aclivists
én spite ol a ceasellre agreed
with the PLO in September.

And Israel released only 600
ol the 12-13.000 Palestinian
prisoners Il holds. Many are
children under 15 detained for
writing slogans on walls and
throwing stones and youths
held for membership of resis-
tance groups no longer banned,

Israel's refusal to absorb the
spiril of peacemaking and treat
the Palestinians generously
cannol but have a negative im-
pact on negotialions between
the Jewish state and Hs other
Arah antagonists for whom the
Palestinian problem is the core
of Lheir dispute wilth Israel,
Lack of progress on the Pales-
tinian track will mean stalemate
on the other three tracks in Lhe
talks.

Syria. the leading Arab party
involved in tlw peace process,

will be all the more wary of any
"creative ambiguilies” 1 ar-
rangememts or “informal under-
standings” and “gentlemen's

agreemefils’ with Israel now
that Rabin has demonstrated
that he is neither [exible
enough to finesse a difficult sit

ualtion nor a gentleman.

Damascus will certainly
maintain ils insistence on ob-
taining from Israel a firm. writ-
ten commitment (o withdraw its
forces from the whole of the oc-
cupied Golan Heights as a pre-
condition for defining what sort
ol peace it will give lsrael. Syria
may also now demand a guar-
antee from the United Stales
and Russia that Israel will
honour any commitment.

Syria-Israel talks have been
stalled since June because |s
rael refuses lo give such a
conmitment until Syria spells
oul its definition of "full peace.”
If Damascus hardens its posi-
tion because of Israeli [ailure to
deliver on December 13 (he
talks may become deadlocked.

Il there is progress beiween

Israel and Syria, Lebanon will
also stay away from the lalks.
due Lo resume in Washinglon at
the end of January. Lebanon
like Syria. is seeking an Israell
commiiment to withdraw its
army of occupation from a small

slice of territory in the south

and insists that it will not make
security arrangements for the
frontier with Israel or discuiss a
peace treaty until Israel makes
this commitment

Jordan will .be unlikely o
implement elements of their
dralt understanding with [srael
belore Lhere, is substantial
progress on the Palestinian,
Syrian and Lebanese tracks.
Plans 1o {‘*t]-n;rrﬂh‘;uu shippinﬂ
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Israel Fails a Test of Good Intentions

in the Gull of Agaba and de-
velop water resources in the
Jortlan valley may be put on
haid.

Participation in the peace
process has given Israel inter-
national respectability and
recognition before it has even
agreed to withdraw from "all”.
Arab terrilories captured in
1967. The Arab suspect lsrael is
simply lrying to reap the re-
wards of appearing to make
prace without paying the price
ol peace. The passing ol De-
cember 13 witheut progress has
confirmed this suspicion.

The meanness ol spirit with
which Israel approached im-
plermentation of the accord with
the PLO has two main causes.
israel is extre reluctant to
return to the Arabs lands which
Israelis regard as “Jewish land”
and “inalienable ™ Rabin and
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres,
beth Zionisis and founders of
the state, share this feeling and
are torn between handing over
land to the Palestinians and
holding onto it.

And since the Zionisis pre-
senited maps of the state they
wished to establish to the Ver
sailles peace conference al Lhe
end of World War One, they
have refused to define the
boundaries of that slate. By
doing so they could claim any
land they conquered. °

Any withdrawal of lsrael
forces from any part of Palestine
amounis to not only a renun-
ciation ol "Jewish land™ but is
also the first step in-fixing fron-
tiers. |

The Palestinians. reluctantly
and painfully, long ago relin-
quished their dream of a Pales-
linian state in the whole of
Palestine, It look many years,
and it is now the turn of Israel
to change ils mindset. to
recognise that it must share the
land ol Palestine. evacuate oc-
cupied Arab land and learn to
live with its neighbours.
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Book Trade in Bangladesh: Problems and Prospects

by M Nazmul Karim

HE publishing indusiry of

our country is yet to be
recognized as an indus-try.
The flourishing of such an
expanding industry will depend
on a well-organized book trade
network, which should not only
be active in the capital city, but
also throughout the country.
The publishing and book trade
does require additional care and
support from the Government
for its smooth growth.

As a country having 120
million people we should not be
satisfied with the number of
publishers and book trade peo-
ple we have. We must have
atleast 10 times higher the
number we have involved in
quality publishing as well as in
qualty trading activities. How
can we do it? Will a simple call
by our national leaders be help-
(ul in drawing the attention of
the people to invest in publish-
ing and book trading activities?
If it could, then | would like to
request all our national leaders
to give such a call as I do lirmly
believe that the people involved
in quality publishing and qual-
ity trading activities have been
playing a very important role in
developing our education and
human resources development,
like any other professionals, but
they have not been properly
recognized. :

As it happened during the
last budgel announcement that
a most funny, illogical and ille-
gal import duty at the rate of
7.5% was impuvsed on the im-
port of books. When the matter
was protested in the media, the
Government withdrew the duty
on academic and scientific pub-
lications, but the same is still
remaining on the import of flc-
tions. It appears that we do not
require any fiction books or we
are able to bear such duty. As a
small developing country, like
Bangladesh, I am personally
against the imposition of such
taxation on any publications.

While writing against the
imposition of any import duty, I
have not only suggested the
withdrawal of the duty, but also
suggested to consider to waive
the 2.5% license fee and 2.5%
advance income tax payable at
the customs point. I dlso pro-
posed to bring the publishing
and book trade under a total
tax holiday programme up to
2000 AD, so that we can have
ldrge investments in this par-
ticular sector for boosting up
our publishing and book trade,

'Big fishes' t

Sir, The office of the Dy
Commissioner of Taxes of dif-
ferent circles have suddenly
woken up; perhaps they were
pretending to sleep all those

‘years. Recently they have been

busy collecting lists from post
offices of those who have colour
TV licences, those who own mo-
tor vehicles from motor vehicle
deptt. and names of members of
Dhaka Club who have been ex-

travagantly spending money

etc.— written to them to
justify sources of income
by a certain date. the

recipients of these notices will
their statements and it will

the office of the Dy Commis-
sioner of Taxes who have the
discretion to accept or reject the
statements of the recipients of

This will allow this sector to
play a very vital role in the
overall nation-building and de-
velopmenl activities ol the
couniry.

Some people have liked the
idea, and some people did not
consider it practical. but | do
not find any good reason for not
implementing such a tax holi-
day programme for the publish-
ing and book trade of the coun-
try. Such tax holiday pro-
grammes exist in our country in
many sectors. How much rév-
enue the Government will loose
in next seven years, if they an-
sounce such a programme for
this particular sector? If we cal-
culate the result based on the
last seven years' turnover of
revenue, we will see that the dif-
ference is rather very insignifi-
cant, but what the people and
the Government will get by giv-
ing a tax holiday programme is
that there will be atleast 5 times
more investment in the publish-

English after having all educa-
tion up to college level in Ben-
gali medium. Whenever our
children are going to have their
higher education on sub-
jects, whether it is medical, en-
gineering, or computer science,
they face problems, and now-a-
days special courses are being
taken by the first-year medical
students to improve their En-
glish. Even the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry re-
cently announced a course for
the business people 1o improve
their English, so that business
communications with the out-
side world become easier. Now
English is gradually getting
back its importance once again.

- We are now having several En-

glish medium schools which are
unofficially being recognized by
the Government and the people,
because we have realised its
importance.

such universities and institu-
tions will be buying the required
books and journals by placing
orders through the local book
trade.

After the independence of
the country, our book trade has
considerably developed. If
proper opportunities were given,
then the persons in the book
trade will be able to render a
much better and more economi-
cal service than that of the third
country jobbers/distributors. In
this context, even education
projects having international
funding should also be encour-
aged to use local book trade
sources for procuring all their
required books, journals, and
audio-visual materials. 1t was
found in some projects that
where provision for direct sup-
ply was mmade by the interna-
tional funding organization,

us. Some of our local publishers
in a recent TV discussion

‘pointed out that, instead of

publishing locally because of
high cost, many people®are
much more interested to import
publications from India as the
cost of importation Is much
lower. Import of unnecessary
and cheap publications is an-
other problem for us, and we
should find out suitable meth-
ods of barring unnecessary im-
ports, which can be done by
having a dialogue with the book
trade-people, instead of taking a
negative approach, like imposi-
tion of import duty, restriction
of import, etc.

Another major impediment is
the peculiar tendering system in
libraries for the purchase of
books, as a result of which
many libraries have been suffer-
ing a lot in not getting the re-
quired books in time. In fact,
there were a lot of discussions
and newspaper reporis about
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As it happened during the last budget announcement that a most funny, illogical and illegal import
duty at the rate of 7.5% was imposed on the import of books. When the matter was protested in
the media, the Government withdrew the -duty on academic and scientific publications, but the
same is still remaining-on the import of fictions.

ing and book trade sector, if it
is not 10 times more as men-
tioned elsewhere. _

This can make a big contri-
bution in education and human
resources development activi-
ties. Every one should realize
that investment in this sector in
the form of a total tax holiday

package will result in a very

fruitful returm for the nation in

- the long run. The Government

may consider this to be ineorpo-
rated in the national book pol-
icy about which the Honourable
Prime Minister herself Is
committed to be announced.

The existing committee, which

is responsible for preparing the
national book policy, can do a

little extra exercise in finding -

out the possibility for the pro-
posed tax holiday package for
the publishing and book trade
Industry of the country, involy-
ing the Finance Ministry and
the National Board of Revenue

. on the committee. We do take

positive actions and we do real-
ize the actual actions to be
taken, but we do it sometimes
after a very very long time —
but we loose a lot by the de-
layed action. |

After 22 years of liberation of
the country, we have now real-

ized the importance of learning
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these notices. It should not be
difficult to influence these offi-
cers to oncs advantage. How-
ever, il there are any offenders
in these lists — they will be
small time offenders.

There are other obvious
signs of opulence of prople. One
has to open one’s eyts to iden-
tify them. Why not go after the
'big fishes’ first?

A Citizen

Postering and wall
writings

Sir, We all know thal prior Lo
any election of national or local
level every party or individual
candidate makes heavy poster-
ing and wall writings in differ-
ent deep colours. making the
walls and buildings wvery odd

There are many aspects and
facets of the existling problems
in the publishing and book
trade sector of Bangladesh. One
such problem is the direct im-
portation of books and journals
by different universities and in-
stitutions of the country, using
third country jobbers/dealers.
These jobbers/dealers do nor-
mally sell their publications at a
very low discount to the insti-
tutions, but sometimes they do
have a very high marked up
price. This (direct importation)
was actually introduced imme-
diately after the liberation of the
country when our local book
trade was not sufficiently
equipped to render the required
services to universities and in-
stitutions. This scheme is
known as Actual Users Scheme

“under which any universities

and institutions are getting for-
eign exchange funding, import
license, etc. to import their re-
quired books and journals di-
rectly from abroad. Such trans-
actions do not give any benefit
to the local trade, and I would
propose that our Government
considers to stop giving -any

foreign exchange allocatjon or -

any import license Lo any uni-
versities and institutions as the
normal sysiem requires that

- e
lnoking. They Lreat these walls
as if these are their own prop-
erty! -

To 'keep the city nice and
clean, the government should
introduce laws to avoid poster-
ing and wall writings, except
where it is allowed by the owner
on payment. Writings are made
at night and it is very difficull to
catch the offenders. My per-
sonal opinion is that the of-
fenders should be held for
punishment. Then the party
concerned for whom they work
must pay the charge to remove
the wall writings to restore its
original condition. It should be
@Tk. 100 per 100 sft with a min-
imum of Tk 250 per case. Every
candidate is to keep ‘Caution
Money' for this to the Election
Commission to met the claims if
any candidate fails to lollow the

books were supplied at a full

marked up price without any -

discount, but charging the full
freight charges. Even for a book
worth US$ 4.00, a handling
charge of US$ 9.00 was charged
for each book supplied to that
particular project. Many of our
senior librarians are having
such experiences of purchase
where international funding
was involved, which were inter-
nationally handled and super-
vised, but local book trade
could not do anything.

To support the country's
publishing industry, which is
the life-line of the national book
trade what is urgently needed is
that the availability of paper
and ink should be made avail-

able at a highly subsidized

prices, like that of our neigh-
bouring country. With the
strongest support from the Gov-
ernment of India, the Indian
publishing industry is now
playing a very important role
not only in India, but also in the
whole publishing world. Healthy
growth of the publishing indus-
try and book trade will open up
the vista of learning in the
country. The non-availability of
paper. ink and other related
materials at a- lower or subsi-
dized price is a big problem for
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“the purchase of books by difier-

ent public libraries through the
tendering system. Because of
the existence of such tendering
system, the public libraries are
unable to buy latest and impor-
tant books, which cannot be
purchased atsan abnormally
high discount quoted by some
tenderers who want to clear
their old stock as well as the old
edition of books.

Bangla Academy has been
organizing a very successful
one-month long book exhibition
in Dhaka in February on the
occasion of Ekusey. Ekusey
Grantha-mela has undoubtedly
contributed a lot in the devel-
opment of gur publishing in-
dustry as well as in increasing
the reading habit and making
our people book minded. How-
ever, we need more such book
exhibitions to take place at all
the divisional and district head-

- quarters. Ekusey Grantha-yela

or the annual national book
exhibition, organized by the Na-
tional Book Centre, does only
permit the exhibition of locally
produced publications, whereas
foreign publications are not
permitted to be exhibited and
sold. Hence to know what is

"shame that some

we need to organize interna-
tional book exhibitions in Bang-
ladesh, and similarly Bang-
ladesh - should also participale
in international book exhi-
bitions held on other countries.
This will help project the nation
to the outside world.

One major problem that we
have been facing for a long time-
is the poor service of our postal
department. Books and journals

coming through the postal sys-

~ temn nevér reach the destination

safely. Many institutions and
universities in Bangladesh are
still procuring their required
books and journals through
third country jobbers in a con-
solidated manner for delivery by
air freight to avoid any loss in
transit, for which a very high
price is paid and a very high

“‘consolidation service and air-

freight charges are involved. It
is a big problem for all of us,
but we must find a suitable
solution to this problem. The
concerned authority should
take necessary steps, so that
every one can get a proper, safe
and reliable service from our
postal department. To promote
the publishing and boek trade,
all developed countries have in-
troduced specially reduced
rates for carrying books and
journals, and our postal de-
partment shoeuld also introduce
such system to render trans-
portation services for publica-
tions not only from one corner
to another part of the country,
but also to. abroad to promote
the exportation of our publica-
tions in foreign countries and
help earning of substantial

amount of foreign exchange.

Piracy was not in existence
in this country, but it is a
reports. are

there that piracy is taking place

‘in Bangladesh. Some people

claim that piracy is not done in
this country because of the high
cost of printing and paper, but
some traders are getting pirated
edition of books from neigh-
bouring cuuntripu. Whatever
may be the case we should be
careful about this. Because this
might be very harmful for our
traders. Our librarians can play
a vital role in discouraging this
by refusing the purchase of pi-
rated edition of books.

The author is the Managing
Director of Karim International,
the national distributor for Un-

esco publications.
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rule. _
For advertisement the can-
didates may use other advertis-
ing media like Radio, TV. news-
paper or fix posters and ban-
ners by arrangement with the
owners of houses. Wall writ-

ings, particularly on buildings

must be stopped once for all.

M S Haq
Babar Road, Dhaka.

Containing

corruption

Sir, A saying goes, "It {s
easfer to check the first desire,
than to satisfy those follow IL."
It is true that a man who ma
now find himself satisfied wit
whatever he has, may soon fall
prey to the greed of having
more. This may be owing to very

many reasons, the prime one
might be his neighbour.

In fact it is a thing of vital
importance that when an indi-
vidual is capable of checking
his first desire of having some-
thing, he invariably saves him-
scll [rom the burden of shoul-
dering the additional burdens
which were to follow in the long
run; if and when he was sub-
dued to the first desire. Every
desire when checked in the be-
ginning, is so much better. And
when it is not checked and im-
plemented it would involve
some responsibility to matters
that would surely follow taxing
time and money. That an in-
crease in the sense of want, is
likely 1o expand the range of
corruption. Because when a
want is felt, an urge is Invari-
ably created to fulfil it by what-

ever means fair or foul, which 1s
sure to breed corruption.

Today, when we look around,
we [ind to our utter surprise
and dismay, a sense of compe-
tition in those who are unfortu-
nalely the men of lower income

It 18, therefore, much
desirable that an individual
should think in terms of re-
maining content and satisfied
with whatever he has or he



