WE VE WON IT: The Nepalese booters relishing the moment after blEdI.lﬂE India 4-3 in an exciting tie-breaker of the Sixth
SAF Games football final at the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

Nepal's gold comes at long last

Nepal beat favour-
ites India in a ma-
rathon finale (o

sensation as the
champions of the
first SAF Games beat two-time
winners India in tie-breaker at
the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
Alter a 2-2 deadlock in the
120 minutes of play including
30 minutes of extra time, Bas-
ant Gurung perhaps the most
decisive factor in Nepal's suc-
cess, coolly converted the spot-
kick during the sudden death to
add to the delirium of his tired
The hardier. tougher fbot-
ballers whose experience of
playing in rarified oxygen as it
is the case with all denizens ol

Lankan booters
book the bronze

Shri Lanka received the
bronze medal in the Sixth SAF
Games footbhall tournament
when they beat a relatively
weaker Maldives 3-1 in the
third place play-off at the Mir-
pur National Stadium yesterday
- afternoon.

Shri Lanka led the first half
1-0, reports BSS.

Playing with confidence. the
Lankans took the lead in the
34th minute through a penalty
taken by Anton Silva (1-0).

In the second-hall CN Siein
wall scored in the 54th minute
off a cross from Anton Silva 1o
increase the margin (2-0).

But ceaseless eflorts of the
Maidivians helped them reduce
the margin in the 73rd minute

when Ismail Anil's hard drive

beat the Lakan goalie.

Three minutes hefnre the fi-
nal whistle Shri Lanka's CN
Steinwall scored his second poal
to take his country 3-1 up.

In the last Games at
Cdumhﬂ the Maldives had won

L]

relive a golden

Sports Reporter

munumlnus regions like, Nepal,
summeoned all their inherent re-
silience and fighting qualities to
come back twice from behind.
As they did against hests
Bangladesh on December 22,
taking the highly fancied local
outfit by surprise with a com-
pact defence and sudden forays
that culminated in a snap goal

by Basant Gururig. Nepal yes-

terday adopted the same policy
preferring to play within them-
selves. |

India made the most of the

spaces left by their counterparts
in the midfield to keep Nepal
pushing during almost thc eh-
tire first half. .

- The champions of the segond
and third SAF Games India,
however, failed to open the de-
termined Nepalese defence de-
spite winning four corners in
the first 30 minutes of the
match.

India, for whom Dhaka m
bolised a pilgrimage since their
first soccer gold of the Games
came in 1985, the year Dhaka
became hosts ior the first time.

perhaps. had a hunch of it and

decided to come up with a ruse
COonlra ruse.

Unabile to enter the heart of
the Nepalese defence, the Indi-
ans, coached by Czech Jerri
Pacek. took recourse to shoot-
ing and got result in their firsi
sCerous attempt.

Tajinder Kumar, the crafty
attacking medio who thrives on
the right side but possesses a
lethal left foot that can unleash
powerful, surprising shots, had
a ball relayed to him from a flag
kick and the sharp featured life
blood of the Indian attack let fly
a powerful right footer in the
25th minute from about 25
metres that swerved wickedly to

enter the net by grazing the’

post, much to the horror of
Upendra Maan Singh. the
Nepalese custodian (1-0).

After being cornered for most
of the first hall that saw Nepal
twice comging close to find the
equaliser on sporadic bursts,
the evtntual champions came
strongly.

Umesh Pradhan, the live
wire of Nepalese attack, helped
his side turn a significant
corner when 20 minutes into
the second half he managed a
beefy sholt from a goalmouth
melee out of an avoidable
corner and Indian custodian
Heman Dora had no answer to
it (1-1).

The contest hotted up and
Indians heaved a sigh of relief
when the mercurial Vijayan, the
star of the Indian team who
barring few flashes of vaunted
class had an otherwise very or-
dinary meet, gobbled up Tajin-
der's cake in the 36th minute.

Accelerating down the right
in a sudden surge, Tajinder
took a powerful angled hall-
drive, half-cross shot ‘that
slipped out of Upen's clasp. hit
the cross piece and came to a
following Vijayan. whe made no
mistake in nodding the ball into
ari empty net from close (2-1).

Nepal revved themselves up
for the decisive final assault
and five minutes before the final
whistle got a new lease of life. A
free-Kick was earned some 20
metres away from the Indian
goal and the workman like Mani
Shah swung the ball in spec-
tacularly with a left footer and a
befooled Hemant Dora saw the
ball enter the net by the corner
of the angle (2-2).

In extra time, India got an
excellent scoring chance but a
racing Bhupinder Thakur was
robbed off the ball by Dev-
parayan Chowdhury's desperate
sliding tackle.

In the tie-breaker, Rajesh
Manandar, Rajo Sakya and
Milan Hada scored for Nepal

while Sathyan WVatta, Subir
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Ghose and Bhupinder Thakur
netted for India in their first five
attempts.

Carlton Chamman of India’
sent the spot kick wide while
Tajinder attempt was nicely
saved by Nepalese custodian.

Indian goalie Hemanta Dora
foiled the atiempts of Dev-
narayan and Rajesh Thapa ol

Nepal.

In the sudden death session,
Basanta Gurung of Nepal
scored the match winner after
Aqueel Ansari, ‘the promising
Indian booter, sent the ball
straight to Upendra Mansingh,
the Nepalese custodian.

Tajinder Kumar of India and
Deepak Amatya of Nepdl were
cautioned with yellow card for

mugh charging.

Pak men, Indlan
girls triumph
1in volleyball

Sports Reporter
Pakistan and India won the
men's and women's titles in the
sixth SAF Games volleyball
competition, which concluded
yesterday at the Mirpur indoor

stadium. |
The Pakistani men downed
the Indian spikers 15-1, 14-16,
15-10 and 15-10 in the last
fobin league match to finish
first while the fancied Indian
eves had a 15-3. 12-15, 15-10,
15-6 win over Shri Lanka,
whom they had beaten in the

first match on Thursday.
Bangladesh won the bronze
for being the only other side in
the women's event while Shri
Lanka finished third in thc

nien's group.

Sport

Curtain comes
- down this
afternoon
Sports Reporter

The curtain is set lo come
down on the eight-day long
Sixth SAF Games, the sporting
extravaganza of the seven
SAARC member nations. at a
gala closing ceremony sched-
uled to begin at the Dhaka Sta-
dium at 2:40 this afternoon.

The programme list for the
elaborately planned finishing
flourish includes 23 evenis or
chapters, starting with fanfare
at 2:40 pm and ending with a
60-lakh Taka fireworks at 18.15
pim.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will be the guest of
honour and will formally declare
the Games, participated by
nearly a thousand, athletes and
team officials from all the seven
South Asian nations, closed.

The closing ceremony will in-
clude marchpast by the partici-
pating contingents and
Adammya. the Games mascot
in the form of a tiger cub. for-
mal handing over ol the Gaines
Nag and torch by the Dhaka
City Mayor to the Mayor of
Madras. venue for the next bi-
ennial gathering two years from
now, address by the PM. retreat
reveille, tribal dances. brat-
achari and lathikhela, SAF
Games song and the closing
song. puppet show, farewell,
band display, a song of the
seven countries, and finally a
¢rind display of fireworks.

Tickets for the show are
priced at Taka 50 for the gal-
leries. From all indications. the
Dhaka Stadium should have a
sell-out crowd for this rare
spectache.

Zahiruddin made
chief patron
of SATF

A M Zahiruddin Khan. Min-
ister for Industries and presi-
dent of Bangladesh Tennis Fed-
eration has been elected the
chief patron of the South Asian
Tennis Federation (SATE)., a
BTY press release said here yes
terday, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the officials of the
National Tennis Associations of
South Asian countries here with
BTF president A M Zahiruddin
Khan in the chair.

The press release said, that
the meeting made Khan SATF
president. but he relinquished
the position in favour of presi-
dent of the Indian Tennis Asso-

ciation R Khanna whe }}\33
“Peen el for. a two-year
term.

Kh Saeed Hai of Pakistan. D
L. Seneviratna of Shri Lanka
and Prof Rashiduddin Ahmed of
Bangladesh were imade viee
presidents while Faizur Rah-
man Chaudhury of Bangladesh
& secretary general.

The other members of the
comumittee are :

Join secretaries : Gihan
Dalpethadu (Shri Lanka) and
Syed Wahid (Bangladesh).

Treasurer : Manik Goswami

(India).
Members : Abdul Rasheed
(Maldives), Moazzem Hossain

Khan (Bangladesh] and general
secretaries of Bhutan., India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Shri
Lanka. '

28 new records set

“Twenty-eight recgrds were
shattered in the Sixth SAF
Games. marking an overall im-
provemeni in the standard of
regional sports, writes BSS.

Sixteen of the new records
were in athletics. eight in shoot-
ing and four in swimming.

Bangladeshis produced
their best performance in the
Gamies at the Gulshan shooting
range where its shooters cred-
itably set five of the eight
records in the discipline.

Two other records were also

.created by Bangladeshis — in

the prestigious.men's 100m
sprint and the 200m breast-
stroke s

Cnmrﬂonwca!th Games guld
winning shooter Ateequr Rah-
man set a- new record in the
individual men's air pistol,

569 out of a possible
- 600. e previous mark was

Ateeq, alongwith Asif Hos-
sain and Abdus Sattar Nini.
established a new record in the

team event as well with a total
. sha established a new mark in

score of 1687 avainst the previ-
ous score of 1681 out of a pos-
sible 1800.

- Saiful Islam Chowdhury
created a new mark in the
men's air rifle with his individ-
ual score of 580 out of a possi-
ble 600. He, alongwith Fazle
Rabbi and Syed Ashfaq Fayaz.
made a new team mark by scor-
ing 1727.

Banglfadesh's Kazi Shahana
Parvin, Farzana Hossain Shomia
and Sabrina Sultana set a new
record in the women's standard
rifle prone team event scoring
1713 out of a possible 1800.
The individual record in the
event was set by Indian Roopa
Unnikrishnan. She scored 583.

In athletics, South Asian
athletes showed a remarkable
degree of progress, setting up
16 new SAF Games records.
Bangladesh's proud sprinter

Bimal Chandra Tarafdar estab-
lished a new mark in the 100m
spritit to become the fastest

~man of South Asia. A Higher

Secondary student of the
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Pro-
tishtan (BKSP). Bimal timed
10.61 seconds against the pre-
vious Games record of 10.68
seconds, set by India's A
Nalarajan in 1989 at the Islam-
abad Games.

India's ace long distance
runner Bahadur Prasad dis-
played a splendid performance
in his events and claimed three
golds, establishing new marks
in the 1500m run, the 5000m
and the 10,000m. He rewrote
the 1500m mark with a time of
3 mins. 42.16 secs. The previ-
ous best time was 3 mins.
46.93 secs. In the 5,000m Ba-
hadur clocked 14 mins. 12.25
secs against a record of 14
mins. 23.7 secs and in the
10,000m his time was 29 mins.
30.23 secs against the old
record of 30 mins.13.04 secs.

Shri Lanka's Damiyanti Dar-

the women's 200m sprint by
clocking 23.84 seconds to earn
a gold. The old record was
23.85 seconds.

Amandeep Kaur of India set
up a new record in the women's.
shot put with a throw of 14.57
metres. The existing record was
13.99 metres, -

In the men's discus, Indian
Shakti Singh established a new
record with 55.48 metres re-
placing the previous record of
55.02 metres. .

Another Indian. J S Waraich,
sel a new record in the men's
hammer throw with 62.12 me-
tres. The old record was 62.10
meires,

Shri Lankan sprinter Sugarh
Tillekeratne created a new mark
in the meh's 400m, clocking
46.58 seconds against the pre-
vious record of 47.10 seconds.

His compatriot M A Sriyani

Kulawansa broke the women's
100 hurdles record with a
time of 13.73 seconds against
the old timing of* 14.25 seconds.

Indian ace runner Shiny
Wilson set a new record in the
women's 800m clocking 2 niins
04 .3 seconds, better than the 2
mins 05.11 seconds until the
games here.

India's Molly Chacko shat-
tered the women's 1500m mark
with a time of 4 mins 21.20
seconds. The previous timing
was 4 mins 39.86 secs.

Indians also established
records in the 4X100m and
4X400m relays clocking 45.10
seconds and 3 miins 37.04 sec-
onds respectively.

Pakistan's Ghufran Hossain

set up a new mark in the men's

shot put with 17.46 metres
against the previous'record of
17.10 metres.

- Ranjit Subasinghe of Shri
Lanka established a new mark
in the men's 800m. clocking
one min 47.56 seconds against
the earlier timing of one min
48.38 seconds.

There were four records in
the swimming competition with
the , first established by
Bangladesh's promising swim-
mer Qarar Mizanur Rahman in
the 200m breast-stroke. He
swam the distance in a time of
two mins 33.38 secs against the

previous mark of two mins

37.35 secs.

India's Jal Abhijith set a new

record in the 1500m freestyle
with a time of 16 mins 53.85
secs against the existing best
liming of 17 mins 11.82 secs,
Rajeev Nagpal. another In-
dian, set a new mark in the
200m butterfly clocking mins
13.24 secs. The previous best
was 2 mins 17.98 secs.
Pakistan's 4X200m free-style

'relay quartet set up a new mark

in the event clocking 8 mins

18.47 secs against the previous
record of 8 mins 19.03 secs.

A Jubllant Raju ﬂhnkya of Nepal ch&er&d by one of his
delighted teammates after his. side clinched the Sixth SAF
Games football title beating India in the final at the Mirpur

Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo
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Indian, Pak shooters pick up

Hosts Bangladesh
* could only bag a
silver as India and
Pakistan collected
two golds each on
the concluding
day of the Sixth SAF Games
shooting competition.
Yesterday at the Bangladesh

I R | T —————
r_ 2
:
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2 golds each on last day

Sports Reporter

Krira Shikkha Protisthan
(BKSP) shooting range at Savar,
the Bangladeshi trio of Igbal
Isilam, Altamash Kabir and An-
war Karim hit the clay target
293 times out of a maximum
375 in the men's skeel team
eveni

India took the gold as their

L |

team comprising Harinder
Singh. Amarinder Singh and
lMMmmurpim

P:klﬂnntnuhthem

'm.lmmnmm.

Earlier Hartnder won the
goid in the individual event for
his 135 hits out of a total of
150.

The silver and bronee medals
480 went to Indians. Amarinder
was on 125 times 1o
claim the silver while
rollected the bronze for his ef-
fort of 125 hits. :

Pakistan set a new record in
the men’'s Free Pistol 60 shots
teamn eveni. Their shooting trio
totalled 1587 to take the gold.

Three Pakistanis featured in
medal-winning positions in the
individual event also.

Inamuflah Khan scored 3538
1o take the gold, igbal se-
cured 537 to settle the silver
while Moeammad Abbas had to
bccnnuntuﬂ.hlhtm,ur
his eflfort of 512. °

India, however, claimed the
silver in the team event. T K
Sikdar, {.-holleduund.hl-
pal Rana, scored 531, 528 and
519 respectively o raise a (eam
total of 1578.

The Shri Lankan trio of Su-
santa Walgama, Ashita Liyan-
age and C M Chandana was left
with the bronze, chipping in
with 529, 516 and 506 respec-
tively in a total of 1,554.

The Sixth SAF Games
shooting competition, which be-
gan en December 21, the sec-
ond day of the eight-day seven-
nation meet. leatured 10 events.

MEDALS TABLE

FolloWwing is the {inal medal
tally of the Sixth SAF Games
shooting :

G 8 B T

T 5 e 7 Bangladesh 7 6 4 17

Pushpa Mali, the Shri Lankan shooter, proudly displays her . 'I'.;?: iﬂll - g E g ﬁ
collection of three gold medals and two silvers. — Star pl'iotﬂ Pulitaras 2 2 3 o7

For Pakistan, not a bad Games

After the conclusion of com-’
petitions in the S5ixth SAF
Games here yesterday, the
Pakistani contingent must be
quite satisfied for winning 20
golds. 21 silvers and 58 bronzes
in 10 disciplines.

Once again Lhey linished
behind India and Shri Lanka.
However, their overall perfor-
mance was not good because
they failed to maintain the
Colombo Games performance
two years ago. In Colombo, Pak-
istan had earned 28 golds, 23
sllvers and 33 bronzes, totalling
84 medals. But it is also true

that in Colombo Pakistan had

won most of their medals in
weightlifting, excluded from the
Dhaka Games. Another disci-
pline — basketball — was also
excluded and instead judo was
included in which Pakistan did
not participate.

Pakistani swimmers earned
two golds, four silvers and six.
bronzes. which is the best ever
performance by any Pakistani
swimming team oulside the
country. This was possible
mainly due to two young and
upcoming swimmers, namely,
Kamal Salman Masood and Bi-
lal Bux, both of whom won most
of the medals, In the 1500m
freestyle Kamal Masood created
a new SAF Games record and
bettered his own best. This was
only possible because of ‘the
hard work by their manage-
ment. specially M Latif Butt, Col
Sajid Baseer and Chinese coach
Brig. Luo Hui Ming who trained
them hard and provided every
possible facilities in a camp at
Islarnabad.

In boxing, Pakistani pugilists

By S A Bokhari

gave a top class perlormance
winning nine golds, two silvers
and one bronze in twelve weight
categories. This was better than

< the Colombo showing where

they bagged eight golds. Pak-
istan has always figured quite
satisfactorily in this sport. the
only game in which the country
has won most medals among
the 30 disciplines it competes in
throughout the world. For this
sterling performance coaches
Jan Mohammad Baluch and
Abid Islam should be congratu-

atﬁ?f wrestling Pakistan should
have won at least six golds but
they won only four golds, six
silvers. In the past Pakistani

grapplers garnered more medals

than their arch- rivals India but
here the Indians swept .the
medals table.

In volleyball Pakistan ex-
acted sweet revenge from India,
winning the gold yesterday.
They beat India by three sets to
one in the final. Secretary of the
Pakistan Volleyball Federation
Abdul Khalig Khan, who spe-
cially flew in from Lahore to
witness the championship. was

at hand to savour the success.
In tennis, table tennis and

shooting Pakistan failed to
achieve the required South
Asian standards and fared
poorly but, they should not be

blamed because there Is not a -

single international standard
indoor stadium in the country
except the one in Islamabad
where only few players reside.
In shooting, however, Pakistan
performed rather will, winning
two golds.

For the first time Pakistan

WOn thE kabaddi gold defeating

India in the third league match

Saturday quite convincingly.

The worst performances were

by the Pakistani footballers and

track and field athletes. In foot-
ball Pakistan was on the golden
hattrick but pla

ag’;mi E':;hr}h?ank:ﬂd nnhaill?c‘f
opening day and lost the match
and drew 2-2 with India, a
record which put them out of
the ¢hampionship. Their for-

wards missed at least a dozen
scoring chances and the worst

offenders were Qazi Ashfaq and

Noman. Had Qazi Ashfaq and
Noman availed the opportuni-

ties which came their way Pak-

istan could surely have won an-

other gold. Following this deba-

cle their participdtion in the
1994 Hiroshima Asian Games is
now doubtful.

About the athletics, it is
better not to write much be-
cause the team management
hadn't many good prospects at
their disposal. Ace hurdler Ghu-
lam Abbas and some others like
Banaras Khan showed miser-
able form winning only three
golds, six silvers and five
bronzes for a total of 14 medals.
The squad selection left much
to be desired and due to some
hasty decisions some undeserv-
ing athletes were more
for a joyride at the expense of
more deserving players. More-
over, one extra official was se-
lected, replacing a deserving
athlete | But Shabana Akhtar,
with a sensational leap of 5.95
metres in the long jump. which
won the country its first-ever
gold medal in the women's
events of track and field, pro-
vided some redemption.

. 'Ina Soggy start to first Test

S Africa shine on Day One

MELBDURNE.
Dec 26: South Af-
rica made two
vital breakthro-
ughs Sunday after
4 rain restricted
play in the historic first Test
against Australia - at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground to
Jjust one session, reports AP.

Australta struggled to 71 for
two at stumps after the South
African pacemen bowled im—
pressively.

Vice-captain Mark Taylor
was unbeaten on 30 after bat-

_ting for 126 minutes. while

David Boon was not out on
four.

South’ African fast bowler
Allan Donald made an immedi-
ale impact, dismissing opener
Michael Slater for 32. Slater
was earlier twice dropped off
Donald's bowling.

Donald also troubled Taytnr
in a menacing opening s
after Australian captain Al ‘r
Border won the toss and elected
to bat. ;

Gary Kirsten took the catch
at silly point when Donald
forced Slater onto the back foot
when the score was 57.

Donald finished the day with
one for 21 off nine overs.

Shane Warne was sent out
as a night watchman but lasted
only two balls before he became
Fanie de Villiers' first victim in
Test cricket.

De Villiers, making his Test
debut at the age of 29, claimed
Warne leg beforé wicket for a
duck in the 26th over.

Heavy overnight and morn-
ing rain prevented a prompt
start to the first Test between
the teams for,alimost 24 years.

A crowd of in excess.of
70,000 had been expected for
the historic occasion, but rain
fell for six hours before the
scheduled start of play.

"All the ingredients were
there for something very spe-
cial, so this is very, very disap-
pointing," said Border.

“There was a great sense of
occasion with the South
Africans back in action after
such a long absence.”

The match is the first on
Australian soil between the two
foes since Trevor Goddard's
South Alricans drew a series
one- all in 1963-64.

The teams last met in a Test
in South Africa, where the home
team swept to a 4-0 speries tri-
umph in 1969-70.

Ironically, Melbourne was
virtually the only place in Aus-

Kirsten, D Richardson,

tralia that was wet Sunday. The
rest of the country was bathed
in sunshine.

Eventually, just 15,604 fans
were on hand to watch the 126
minutes of play — which was
briefly interrupted by yet an-
other rain shower just before
stumps.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first day of
the first Test between Australia
and South Africa on Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
M Taylor not out 30

M Slater ¢ Kirsten b Donald 32
S Warne lbw b De Villiers 0

#

D Boon not out 4
Extras : (b-2, nb-2, 1b-1) 5
Total (for twio wickets) 71

Fall of wickets : 1-57: 2-58
To bat: M Waugh, A Border

D Martyn, I Healy, P Reiffel, 1"\'
May, C McDermott
Bowling : O M R W
Donald P 1 21 1
De Villiers 2 1 80 1
Matthews 6 2 6 0
Cronje 5 3 11 0
SOUTH AFRICA: K Wessels
(captain), A Hudson, H Cronje,

D Cullinan, J thdt G
Brm
cox, C Matthews, F De Villiers,
A Donald.



