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Molly caps Indian triumph

Coach Hargobind
Singh's "bullet”,
little Molly Chac-

* ko, tilted the sca-
les for India as the
track and field
eveils ol the sixth SAF Games
came to an end at the Mirpur
Stadium yesterday.

Molly's unchallenged victory
in the women's 1.,500m, the fi-
nal event of the competition.
gave India their fourth gold of
the day, one more than both
Shri Lanka and Pakistan. The
bronze medallist of the Manila

 Asian meet shaved 18 seconds
off the old SAF record. created
by India's Suman Rawat in=the
third Games at Calcutta in
1987.

Molly's winning time of four
minutes 21.20 seconds was all
the more remarkable because it
was clocked without much’
strain. Shri Lanka's Sriyani
Dhammika Menike was no
match for the Indian, easily

falling back once Molly's spurt
began

The other Indian in the race,
J Sikdar, latched on to
the champion. But Molly's fin-
ishing kick was too strong for
her and she settled for the sil-
ver

Earlier, the Indian women's
sprint relay team pulled off a
near-miracle when they
upended favourites Shri Lanka.
The win began to look possible
when -runner K Sara-
mima past the others to
hand Rachita Panda a small
lead. Panda hurtled down and

anchor E B who posted
her best i the 100m
Friday, gave Shri Lankan

champion Damiyanthi Darsha
no chance at all.

The Indian foursome were in
their element yesterday. They
worked in perfect harmony and
all the three baton exchanges
went off like a dream. Their
time of 45.10 seconds was also
a new meet record.

The team of H G Apsara. KM

. Saramma and Shiny
Wilson had already pocketed
the gold in the 4X400m relay.

The Indians are among the
best at the event even at the
Asian level. Yesterdav's race
was child's play for them. with
the Shri Lankans being no
threat at all. By the time anchor
Shiny Wilson took off, the Indi-
ans already had a lead of about
a 100 metres. The quartet fin-
ished in 3:37.03. yet another
addition to the records.

The Indian men's foursome
of Narsi Ram. P K Malaviya. P |

By N K Baisakhi

Sebastian and Jatashankar,
however, let the 4X400m relay

gold slip through their fingers.
Jatashankar was done In by the
final kick of Sugath Tilekeratne,
who set a record on Thursday.
The Indian, who had siarted
well ahead, saw the challenger
closing in but had no strength

to fight him off.
The men's sprint relay tean
suffered due to an untidy baton
-

exchange between second run-
ner Amit Khanna and Gur-

winder Singh. Lead-ofl Vikram
Singh had given them a flying
start but that exchange left na-
tional record-holder Selvaraj
Robert no choice but to follow
Shri Lanka's SSA Dissanayake.

All of India s four golds on
the day were earned by the
women. The girls had a 1-2'in
the discus, Harjeet Kaur putting

all her weight behind it for a .

gold-winning throw of 46.58 m.
The gold medal-winner in the
shot put. policewoman Aman-
deep Kaur, added a silver to her
kitty with a heave of 44 68m.
The Pakistanis made up for

" Friday's disappointment with a

sizeable share in yesterday's
loot, Upecoming Muhammad
Amin beat his mofe famous
tearn-mate. Asian gold-medallist
Ghulam Abbas. to the gold in
the 400m hurdles. Abbas was
also overtaken by Bangladesh's
Abdur Rahim Naim. who set a
new national record of 51.87 on
his way to a silver.

The Indian entry. Rajender

Singh. finished seventh In
54.14.

Roly-poly Ghufran Hussain
was easily the best in the shot
pul field. The Pakistani cham-
plon has done duty for his
country in rhany International
championships, Including the
last two Asian meets. Yesterday,
he was only four centimeters
short of his personal best of

17.50m, clocked at the trials

before the Beijing Asian Games
in 1990. '

He was too strong for the two
Indians, Asian junior champion
Manjit Singh who threw the
shot to a distance of 16.37, and
Satkaran Singh, who was third
with 16.34. . '

But perhaps the greatest of
Pakistan's triumphs was by a
chit of a girl called Shabana
Akhtar whose feat represented

the emerging from the shadows
of the Pakistani woman athlete.

With a gold in the long jump,
Shabana became the first Pak-
istani girl to win a track and
field event for her cduntry here.
Competing in slacks, and not
shorts like the other girls, she
thudded down the runway to
land at 5.95m. Shdbana. of
whom the Pakistani team is
very protective, has represen-
ted Pakistan at this year's
World Championships at Stu-

_ttgart.

Shri Lanka’'s only individual
gold medal ﬂftht.ﬂﬂf came in
the men's B00m where Ranjit
Subasinghe clocked 1:47.56

a new SAF record. India's
Jaswant Singh finished sixth in
a time of 1:53.05. .

Indian athletes finished the
competition with the maximum
number of medals. They had 16

lds, 168 silvers and 10 bro-

. an improvement over the -

10 gold they had at Colombo.
Shri Lanka ended up with 12
golds. Pakistan with three and
Bangladesh with one.

FINAL ATHLETICS

MEDAL TABLE

is the final medals
table of the fotir-day Sixth SAF

Ga athletics competition
which concluded yesterddy at
the Mirpur Stadium:

(Tabulate under gold. silver.
bronze and total):

G 8 B T

India 16 16 10 42
S Lanka 12 9 9 30
Pakistan 3 6 5 14
Bangladesh I ¥ % F
Nepal 0O 0 3 3
Bhutan 0O 0 0 O
Maldives 0O 0 0 0
Total medals 32 32 32 96

No stopping Indian paddlers

Raman Subra-
manium and Arul
Selvi earned
themselves a
Christmas gift
when they won
the mixed doubles gold in the
Sixth SAF Games table tennis
tournament at the Dhanmondi
gymnastum yesterday beating
crowd [avourites Sujay Ghor-
pade and Ambika Radhika 21-
8 10-21. 21-18 and 21-14 In
an all-Indian final

C C Armolda and Namla M
Gunasekera of Shri Lanka col
jected the bronge medal beating
Nepals Rajan Subba and Jyot
sna Shrestha, the other losing
semnifinalists, 21-10. 21-10 and
219 in the third and fourth
place deciding play -ofl

With the near-capacily
crowd at the wooden floor gym
crying and clapping all the way
for them. Ohorpade and Rad-
hika. after losing the first set

By Mir Ashfagquz Zaman

ond. dominating-throughout 1o
level.

However, that seemed 1o be
the only glittering streak in an
otherwise subdued performance
by the two Indians as their
compaltriots Subramanium and
Selvi virtually blew them off the
court on their way to the gold.

When asked later about the
nolsy crowd, the unassuming
Subramanium sakd. “That didn't
bother us at all, you see, ils &
part of the game. We had hardly
enough time to worry about it

"We are going to win the
men's and women s singles gold
also.” sald Subramanium, pre-
dicting an all-Indian affair In
the woemen's event between
Kanéhan Dhawan and Ambika
Radhika, the joint number one
players of their country.

Subramanium also said that
he fell the men's title would go

10 Chetan Baboor, the best male

paddier of the Indian contingen!
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baton on L her teammate

Shiny Wilson during the women's 4X400 metre relay at the

Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

league in Sweden.

Indian coach. Manjeet Dua,
in charge of the national team
for the past seven years, also
put his bet on Baboor, a regular
in the Swedish professional
league where such world cham-
plons like Jan-Ove Waldner and
Michael Appelgren also com-
pete. '

Dua. himsell a renowned
paddiler of his time. predicted a
clean Indian sweep. :

Earlier., in the semifinals.
Subramanium and Selvi made
light work of the pair-
ing of Subba and Shrestha on
way 10 becoming the first pair to
reach the final. the eventual
scoreline read 21-13, 21-13 and
21-14 *

Ghorpade and Radhika. on
the contrary, conceded the first

act 1o the Lankans Armolda and
Cunasekera en roule (o a 22-24,

21-18 21-15 and 21-13 -
wmph

Yesterday's oulcome takes
the Indian gold haul te five In
A% many evenis seitled so far
The Indians earlier clinched the
lwo team golds, along with the
two in the men's and women s
doubles

In the morning, Nasimul
Hassan Kochi and Zobera Rah-
man Linu gave the local fans
something to cheer about when
Lhey beal Mohammed Yasin All
and Naazly Ibrahim of the Mal-
dives 21-8. 21-16 In their first

evaporaled soon when Silva and
Gunasekera. the eventual
bronze medalists. knocked
them out of the race with a 21-
18, 21-13 gquarterfinal victory.

Mosaddeque Haq Rechi and
Tania Tarmin fared even warse.

capitulating 1o Subramanium
and Selvi in a 21-17, 21-11 af-

Nafla Anjum, went through a
similar schedule. Afier sailing
past their first round oppo-
nents. Sandhya Shakya and
Shankar Gautam of Nepal,

noon while the men's singles U-
tie clash is billed for five he-
fore the curtain comes on

The Baily $tar 1Y

WHAT WENT WRONG?: US-based Lankan runnér N

Imoka Cooray ponders as to the outcome of the women s
4X100 metre relay in which Shri Lanka finished second
behind India in the Sixth SAF Games at the Mirpur Stadium

yesterday.

— Star photo

Tl = S

1 RAWALPINDI, Dec
clinched the one-
day crickel scries

= 20 with a six-
wickel win against the tourists
the game with just two balls to
sparc, rcporis AFP,
babwe's 195 for five scored in
the allotted 40 overs, had a
thank for their victory.
Hall-centuries by Alistalr
sct up Zimbabwe's total in the
Rawalpindf Stadium, packed
Wasim Akram and Wagqgar
Younis bagged iwo wickets
up the only other wickel to [all
ler Pakistan had won the loss
Pakistan made a good start
in responsc, with an opening
Saced Anwar and Asif Mujlaba.
Anwar was out for 45 and
Javed Miandad who hit a breezy
19 runs off 13 deliverics before
Rennie off Eddo Brandes,
Man-of-the-match Mujtaba
falling to Guy Whittal ofl Heath
Streak. ;
not out and Akram contributed
six runs to see the Pakistanis

Zimbabwe

captlain
Flower tried bowlers m
crucial match in an at-

tempt to level the series after
losing the first maich at
Karachi. ?

Tight fielding prevented
Pakistan from scoring freely and
the World Cup holders had to
wait until the last over for the
winning runs, achieved with
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MU JTABA ... nian-of-match
just iwo balls to spare.

Mark Dekker was the most
successful bowler taking two for

- SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the sccond
one-day cricket international
between I'akistan and Zim-
babwe loday:

ZIMBABWE:

A. Flower Ibw b Akram

14

. Pakistan wrap up one-dayers 2-() as

Mujtaba mauls Zimbabwe

M Dekker b Naxzir 23
A. b Akram 74
D. lHoughton c Basit Alf

B Younis 58
D. Brain ¢ Mujtaba b Younis
G. Whittal not out ' g
Extras: (Ib-12, w-0, nb-2) . 28
Total: (for five wickets, :
40 overs) 1956
Fall of wickets: 1-30; 2-87;
3-1809; 4-190; 5-1956

:
Wasim Akram
Wagar Younis
Aamir Nazir
Aaquib Javed
Salim Malik

Asif Mujtaba

PAKISTAN:
Saced Anwar b Dek“h:lrh
Asif Mujtaba c Whi
Streak
Basit A b Dekker
Javed Miandad ¢ Rennie
b Brandes :
Inzamamul 1lag not out
Wasim Akram not oul
Extras: (b-1, Ib-7, w-8)
Tolal: {lor four wickets,
39.4 owrs)

Fall of wickets: |-88;
3-121;: 4- 188
m: O M R W
l3randes H
Brain
Rennte 7
Streak
G. Flower
Dekker
Campbcll
A. Flowcer

Resauilt: Pakistan won by
wickets.
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25: Pakistan

._J against Zimbabwe
today, although they clinched
Pakistan, chasing Zim-
splendid 61 by Asif Mujtaba to
Campbell and David Houghton

| witha hulida{ crowd
apiece with Aamir Nazir picking
and pul Zimbabwy in to bat.

partnership of 88 runs between
was replaced at the ercase by
being brilliantly caught by John
held on to score 61 before
Inzamamul Haq scored 45
ﬁai;i;,' home. _ e
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yesterday.
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MI.i}f:ﬁ TRIO: From right - India s Sebastian J'anmr:_ﬁ_dqﬁov Nagpai and Suresh Rumar, —
won the 50m free-style; 200m free-style and 100m butterfly respectively,

indian grapplers
Anished atop the
medals table of
the Sixth SAF
Games wrestling
championships

which corid huded at the Mirpur
indoor stadium yesterday with
six goids — two more than the
Pakistanis their main rivals.

Besides. the Indian contin-
gent also bagged 1wo silver and
two bronze mediils while Pak-
istan garnered four silvers.
Bangladesh! matmen managed
eight medals overall, two of
them of the silver gloss and Shri
Lanka, the only other nation to

get any medal. collected two
bronezes

All the finals of the 10-event
meet were held yesterday.

In the under-48 kilogram
weight division, Ramesh Kumar

first in their

"boasted four

Indian grapplers rule the

Sports Reporter
beat Robin Masih to clinch the
gold. Shivadari Yadav of Nepal
finished third. ‘

Two other Kumars — Anil in
the under-52kg and Ashok in
the under-57 kg — also finished
cate-
gories. In both the cases, their
vanquished opponents were

. ﬁnm 'Pn" hl.t!“‘ | :
Apart from the three Ku-

mars. the Indian contingent
Veers in Dhara-
mveer, Karamveer, Tejveer
Singh and Jagveer Singh. While
Dharamveer., Tejveer and
Jagveer found their way to the
top of the winners' podium,
Karamveer had to be content as

3

X L

at the Mirpur
— Star photo

istan's Muhammed Omar in the
under-68 kg category final.

Muhammed Bashir Bhola-
Bhala, Liaquat Ali and Abdul
Majeed made it four golds for-
Pakistan by winning their re-
spective finals.

Bhola-Bhala outwrestled Md
Zamirul Haq of Bangladesh, Li-
aquat defeated Khan Mizanur
Rahman, another host grappler.

while Abdul Majeed triumphed
over Jasram of India.

WRESTLING TABLE

Final medals table of the
wrestling competition in the
Sixth SAF Games: (Tabulate
under gold. silver. bronze and

— s e TR

e i . - ;
' e -i-ﬂ-.-.--l---l.l'*'ﬁ.‘ - =
; . bty

Tile

Ty
. e e i =

e R e S e

P

T —

the second best. + total)

Dharamveer finished first in G 8 B T
the under-62 kg. Tejveer Singh  India 6 2 2 10
in the under-74 kg and Jagveer  Pakistan 4 6 - 10
in the under-100 kg with Bangladesh - 2 68 B8
Karamveer capitulating to Pnt- Nepal I

st T L e : "

Pakistan s Muhammad Amin (1) clearing the final hurdle to win the iﬂ)m_
1 29 weconds vesterday Bangladesh s Abdur Rahman Naim pocketed the silver
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SA-Aussie first
today

- Test

M T

£

MELBOURNE,
Dec 25: For both
Australia and So-
uth Africa, Sun-
day's first cricket
Test at the Mel--

. bourne Cricket Ground will be
. an emolional occasfon, reports

AP.
Of all the 1,241 Test

matches played in the intcrna-
tional arena, few have altracted
as much attention as thc 54th
between the long-standings ri-
vals. ;

it has been almost 24 years
since Australia and South
Africa last played a " ‘st — the
South Africans swceping lo. 4-
0 scries win in 1969-T0.

in the two years since being
recadmitted to world cricket,
South Africa have played

and Shri Lanka but none
against Australia, New Zealand
or England.

The opening Test of the
three-match series will be the
first between the old foes on
Australian sofl since Trevor
Goddard's South Africans drew
a series 1-1 30 years ago.

For both Ausiralia's
Border and South Africa's Ke-
pler Wessels, the first of the
three Tests will be memorable.

“It's a dream come true for
me,” said Australian captain
Border. "l really wanted ft to
happen. but | never thought it
e wﬂ{;in

"Knowing it was
the last 12 months has man-
aged to motivate me and put off
my retirement plans. It's just

Tests -
againsl (he Wesl Tndies, Tndia

Wessels, the former Aus-
tralian opener who now cap-
tains South Africa, has a old
score o setlle.

"1 have the right to feel proud
and have looked lorward to this
occasion,” he said. "It is an op-
portunity of a lifctime, playing
against a country you once

resented.”

The South Africans are con-
fident the sense of the occasion
will not overwhelm their per-
formance in front of a what is
expected 1o be a capacity holi-
day crowd.

South Africa have played
only cight Fests since their re-
turn o Test cricket in Barbados
against the West [ndics

Since Josing that Test after
an unexpected second innings
collapse, South Africa have
beaten India 1-0 in a fowur-
malch series at home and then
had the better of a scrics
against Shri Lanka in Colombe,
also winning 1-0.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor,
Michael Slater, David Hoon,
Mark Waugh, Allan Berder
(captain), Damien Martyn, lan
Healy. Paul Reiffel, Shane
Wame, Tim May, Crajg McDer-
moltl, Glenn McGrath. |

SOUTH AFRICA (possible
12): Andrew Hudson, Petler
Kirsticn, Kepler Wcssels
S s S e

Dave Callaghan, Daye
Richardson, Pal
Richard Snell, Craig Matthews,

traditional. It's a very special  Fanic de Villiers, Allan Donald,
24 Chinese Rhodes ready

athletes caught
doping in 93

BEWING, Der 25: C

woman fter Xing Fe
who took . s first 'a
medal of the 1990 Asian

Games, was among 24 Chinesc
athletes testing positive for

woman identified as & drug-

taker, according o a list issued

by the Chinese Olympic Anti- .

Drug Committee. Zhou had
piaced fith at the August World

C in Stutigart.

The list did not include the
country’s new athletic sensa-
tions — the "Ma family army”™ of
record-smashing women's dis-
tance runners from Lisoning

The whole team, incl
its brightest ts —
record holders Wang Junxia
and Qu Yunxia — last week
underwent unannounced spot
checks administered in Liaon-
ing by an official of the Interna-
L Amateur Athletic Federa-
tion, Xinhua said.

The results of those tests
were not announced.

in all, 24 Chinese tested
positive for banned substances
during the year but apart from
Xing and Zhou all were
“athicies without fame,” Xinhua
said.

“Mosl of them were caughi
al Lthe Chinese National Games |
in October), the said.

It said the o
disciphined by the Chhf: or-

Nnisalions ming their re-
r wiive lpﬂf:ul no duladls of
the punishments were given.

Two of the violations were
imposcd by IAAF spot checks
and the rest by Chinese-admin-
istered chocks.

Crs were
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