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Christian team

meets Hasina

A delegation of the Christian
coinmunity headed by Siril Sik-
dar yeste met with Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina
and exchanged X-Mas greetings
with her. The delegation pre-
sented an X-Mas cake to Hasina
who is also the Leader ol the

Opposition in Farhalnent re-
ports LUNB.

Snake bites
JU student

SAVAR. Dec 25: A student ol
the Jahangirnagar -University
was bitten by a venomous
snake in his dormitory at the
Mir Mosharraf Hossain Hall this
morning. Md' Moniruzzaman
Roni was admitted to the varsity
medical centre in critical condi-
tion. The, atiending doctors
there referred him to the CMH.
After the incident. a number of
students left their dormitories
in fear of snakes, reports UNB.

Arafat goes to

L] p
Cairo today

CAIRO, Dec 25: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat will visit
Cairo tomorrow to see Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak, a day
before Israel and the PLO are to

resume peice talks in the city,
Arafat and Mubarak would dis-

cuss problems blocking imple-
mentation of a peace accord
granting self-rule to Palestini-
ans in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank town of Jericho. re-
-ports Reuter.

Gunshets rattle
Sarajevo

SARAJEVO, Dec 25: Bombs
and bullets ushered in Sara-
Jevo's second Christmas Day
under Serb siege. while fighters
across Bosnia ignored a truce

that was supposed to bring a
holiday respite from war, re-

ports AP.
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Shooters, boxer earn 3 more golds

Hosts Bangladesh got three
more golds yesterday but Pak-
jstan took terrilic sirides up the
medal table with a hanl of 15
golds, nine of them coming from
boxing — their traditional forte
— alone.

GM Hyder of Bangladesh
won an individual gold in
shooting. The team gold of the
same event — Free Rifle, 120
shots, went to Bangladesh also
as the collective score of
Nasiruddin Johnny.and Qamrul
Islam outscored their rivals’
challenges.

Boxer -Mozammel Hug
brought the third and last gold
for the hosts later in the day.
He won the fly-weight category
beating his Pakistani counter-
part.

On the whole it was a fairly
satisfactory day for the hosts
whose campaign in the Sixth

Sports Reporter
Games gol a tremendous boost
on Friday with Bimal Chandra
Taraldar winning theé status ol
the fastest man of South Asia.
Thal feal was all the more.re-

L RS

deeming for the hosts because
Bangladesh got a gold in athlet-
ics after a gap of four long years
with the lale lamented Shah
Alam having wop the last gold
for Bangladesh way back in:

1987 in Calcutta.

On Friday Taraldar actually
set a new SAF record to boot in
the men's 100m dash, eclipsing
Indian Natarajan's timing of
lﬂ.ﬁ in the Islamabad Games

th Bimal initiating a
strong rally by the hosts, sus
tained sensibly by the shooters
and a boxer yesterday,
Bangladesh had put up their
best performance on record as
far as gold medals are con-
cerned. Bangladesh bave al-
ré@hdy garnered 11 golds, two
more than the nine won in the
Second Games in 1985, the
year Dhaka staged the SAF
Games for the first time.

Pakistan climbed to the third
position in the medals table,
pushing the hosts to fourth,
with a haul of 55 medals, 18 of
them gold. Their boxers yester-
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G M H}rdm t..hu., winner uf thegﬂld medal ﬁ:rr Banglad&h i E.hL Free-Rifle bhmtmg ewnt at L}w

- Bixth SAF

in the aty ye ay.
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is seen flanked by Nasiruddm Johny and Qargrul Islam at the Gulshan range

— Star photo

&

|

1993

s = ¥

Indian minister

in city to witness
SAF Games

Indlan State Minister for
Sporis and Youth Aflairs,
Mukul Wasnik, arrived here
yesterday (o witness the current
Sixth SAF Games,

Stale Minister for Sports and
Youth Sadek Hossain and
president of the Bangladesh
Olympic Association Gilas Ka-
mal Chowdhury received him at
the airport. Sports officials and
oflicials of Indian high commis-
sion were also present,

Wasnik old BSS at the air-
port thal he would witness the
on-going games during his two-
day stay here and this experti-
ence would be helpful in staging
the next SAF Games in Madras
in 1995,

Asked about the infrastruc-
tural facilities in Madras for the
games, Lthe Indian minister said
the lacilities there are adequate
for the games.

A massive stadium was built
in Madras in recent years and
other lacilities will also be fit-
tingly good for the games.

Asked about the perfor-
mance of the Indian contingent
in the current SAF Games,
Wasnik said it is too early to
make any comment since the
games are still on but added
that he has reasons o feel
happy aboul the showing made
so far by India in different dis-
ciplines.

Also arrived here yesterday
PP Laxman, general secretary of
the All Indian Football Federn-
Lion.

MEDALS TABLE

The medals table after Sat-
urday's competitions in the
Sixth South Asian Federation
(SAF) Games: (Tabulate under
gold, silver, bronze and total).

G S8 B Total

India 53 39 29 121
Shri Lanka 21 20 33 74
Pakistan 18 20 17 = Bb
Bangladesh 11 18 30 59
Nepal 0O 6 15 2]
Bhutan 0 0 © 4]
Maldives 0. G .0 0

103 103 124 330
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The governiment s investment
programme for the current fi
naneial year is facing serious
implementation problems. Offi-
cial review of implementation
performance of foreign-aided
projects in the annual develop-
ment programme [(ADP] has
called the picture frustrating.

The budget that Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman pre:
sented to Parliament last June
was based on a projection of 6
per cent growth in gross do-
mestic product during the cur
renl financial year. Minister
Rahman had assured that this
higher growth would be achie-
ved through an increase in the
level of public Investment and
proposed an ADP of Taka 9750
crore for 1993-94.

The cufrent projection is
that the actual investment level
will fall far short of rxpeﬂauﬂn

Sl N e s

ADP implementation
seriously slow

By A Specaial Correspondent

According to estimates by the
Economic Relatiorns Division
[ERD), utiisation of foreign aid
during July-October 1993 was
Taka 1032 crore. Foreign aid
utilisation during the same pe-
riod last year was Taka 1284
crore. The ERD has called the
32 per cent decline In akd utili-
sation on a year-lo-year basis
alarming.

The government's expecta-
tion was that 18 per cent of the
planned ADP outlay will be in
the agriculture and the irriga
tion sectors. Realised invest
ment in both sectors during the
first four months of the current
financial year is particularly
low. Of the agricultural sector
investment programmme, which
includes investment projects
under implementation by the
Ministries ol Agriculture, Fish
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The excess liquidity situation
of the country's banks has
taken a new turn with a num-
ber of banks unable to meet
their capital adequacy require-
ment ratios.

Deposits in the banks have
been bulging over the years un-
der the safe nets of the
Bangladesh Bank, but the
banks themselves find little
scope to utilise the money, re-
sulting in a dwarfed profit situ-
ation. This has contributed (o
the present situation of the
banks failing to meet capital
adequacy; banking sources
said.

Bul the capital adequacy is
viewed as a major way
strengthening the basis of the
commercial banks.
__According to the advices of
| the Barnik for International Set-
tlement situated in Switzerland,

of _

Excess liquidity cuts
banks' profits

By Inam Ahmed

the commercial banks are to
maintain five per cend of their
total liabilities as pald-up capi-
tal. This is usually done from
the share of the profits made by
the banks,

in Bangladesh. the nation-
alised commercial banks had
never attached any importance
to this measure because they
felt secure by their government
stalus.

However, with the inhision of
capital into these NCBs through
governrthent treasury bills, the
NCBs have. been able to raise
their paid-up capital to. a high
level. The total paid-up capital
of the NCBs is now estimated to
be around over Tk 900 crore.

However, the problem arises
with the private commercial

* banks which started their shops

with the approved level of Tk 20
See Page 12 Col 6

Christmas
celebrated

By Staff Correspondent

The Christian community of
the country yesierday cele-
brated the birth of Jesus Christ
amid calls for global peace.

The country's three lakh

Christians as elsewhere in the
world decorated Christmas

trees in- their homes and of-

fered prayers at the churches in
Dhaka, Gazipur, Narayanganj,
Netrakona. Mymensingh. Chit-
tagong. Cox's Bazar. Ranga-

mati. Khagrachari, Bandarban,

Sythet. Barisal, Panchagarh and
other places.

They set up replica of cow-
sheds in their houses. cormmu-
nity centres and hotels recalling
the birth of Christ at a cowshed
in Bethlehem over two thou-
sand years agos

In the capital. the Christmas
programmes began from Friday
viight. Belieyers attended special
Mass at the city churches.

Many dressed up as Santa

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Assaduzzaman
MP dead

By Staff Correspondent

Veteran Awami League
leader Mohammad Assaduzza-

| man, MP, breathed his last late

Friday night at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. He
was 58,

Late Assaduzzaman, elected
from the Magura-2 con-
stituency; had been suffering

from varteus ajlments, inehad-

ing a heart preblem.

SﬂPnp l:lColJ

Hasma tells Juvemle rally

Awami League chief Sheikh
‘Hasina yesterday called upon
the young people to be imbued
with the spirit and ideals of the
Liberation War and build them-
selves with a high moral char-
acter to take up the country's
future leadership, reports BSS.

"Equip yourselves with
proper education, learn the real
history of the Liberation War
and study the life and struggle
of Bangabandhu who led us all
toward achieving indepen-
dence,” she told a well-attended
juvenile rally at the first central
conference of the Bangabandhu
Shishu-Kishore Mela here.

Sheikh Hasina, also Lhe

Leader of the Opposition in Par-

hberauon War hlstory
in text books false

Hament, was the chicl guest
and poet Shamsur Rahman,
former Chief Justlice Kemalud-

-din Hossain and journalist M,

Anisuzzaman were special
guests at the conference. Mela's
president Biman Bhaltacharya
inaugurated the conference.

Central leaders of the Awami
League and its MPs, advisors of
the mela and representatives
from 216 units of the country
and abroad attended the func-
tion.

"Sheikh Hasina called upon

all to forge a strong resistance
against the distortion of history

‘of the Liberation War and asked

the members of the mela to
Sec Page 12 Col 8 |

Indo-Bangla JEC may
focus on trade gap

By Staff Correspondent

The huge (rade delicit
-against Dhaka. currently run-
ning at over 330 million US
dollars, is likely to figure

prominently in the Indo-Bangla

Joint Economic Commission
meeting due to begin in the
capital on Tuesday. |
Indian Commerce Minister
Pranab Mukherjee is expected
to arrive in the city tomorrow to
lead his country at the two-day
meeting. Foreign Minister AS M

.Mostafizur Rahman will lead

the host delegation at the talks.
However, Mukherjee's arrival
is still uncertain in the back-

drop- of the resignation By In-
dian Finance Minister Manmo-

han Singh over a report by a
parliamentary committee on the
Bombay stock market scam.
Observers here point, out
that if Singh's resignation is ac-
cepted by Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao then Mukherjee
is likely Lo be made the Finance

- Minister, a post he held earlier.

In that case, he may not be able
to come to Dhaka as scheduled.

The much-delayed third
meeting of the JEC, set up in
1982, is expected to focus on all
bilateral economic issues be-
tween the two Sc-uth Asian
neighbours.

The first meeting was held in

_See Page 12 Col ']

Azam sees bright
prospect of
[slamic

~ revolution
By Staff Correspondent

Ameer of the Jamaat-e-ls-
lami yesterday said that the
prospect of an Islamic revolu-
lion was bright in Bangladesh
and the Jamaat would be in
state power in the future.

"We have been assigned to
prepare the ground. If Almighty
_Allah endorses our activities
and mtentmns He will put us
in power,” Golam Azam told

| séveral thousand party workers
during his first public appear-

ance in the city in seven years.
The city unit of the party or-
panised the rally at the Golap-
bagh playground near the
Sayvedabad bus tErr_ninal to

Sce Page 12 Col 4

promises: Mizan

JHENIDAH, Dec 25: Jatiya
Party leader Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury today said the BNP
goyernment had no right to stay
in power after "breach of com-
mitments" to the electorate and

/failure to run the cnuntry 3

ports UNB.

"BNP breached its pmmiﬂes
alter going to power by bhulling
the people,” the acting JP
chairman told a public meeting
at Kaliganj in the district this
" morning.

Presided over hy Abdus Bab
tar, the meeting was also ad-
dressed by Kazi Zafar Ahmed,
Khaledur Rahman Tito, Nitai
Ray Chowdhury and Korban Ali.
. The JP leader said BNP had
lotally failed to run the country
due to its inexperience and

" See Page 12 Col 6

BNP has breached

_CAB survey on road acc1dents

Trucks are the main kzllers

Reckless .driving and ineffi-
ciency of the drivers cause most
of the road aeccidents in the
capital and speeding trucks are
‘the main killers, a survey re-
vealed yesterday.

Wide media campaign to in-
,crease awareness among the
peuple and strict enforcement of

the traffic laws could reduce

Troad accidents to a great extent,
it suggested.

The Consumers' Association
of Bangladesh (CAB) conducted
the survey on rodd accidents in

‘ the capital to ascertain the

By Staff Correspondent

causes and remedies of contin-

ued road acciderits that claim -

many lives every year.,

Most of the respondents, all
passengers of different modes of
vehicles, said that they were ig-
norant of the Motor Vehicles Act
but suggested tough enforce;
ment of the law to the offenders.

Some of them suggested uni-
form to the drivers for easy
identification and sealing off the
steering-side door so that the
drivers could not escape after
accident.

' Bome of the passengers also

Expressed their resentment
against indecorous manners

shown to the pauengers by the
drivers and their helper

The survey fuunr.:l nut that 65
per cent of the city road acei-

" dents occurred due to reckless-

ness of the drivers. ‘
The survey revealed that
73.67 per cent of the road acci-
dents were caused by the
trucks and 15.55 per cent by
the buses and minibuses.
Giving opinion on present
rate of transport fare, 74.66 per
See Page 12 Col 4
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