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Tackling Price Hike and System Loss

B‘yASHNurunnam

ahnarnnlplﬂlﬁktcmfmnd:ﬁ
reason. The ready pretext for its
rise was its being an imported
item from neighbouring India.
Similarly the refixing of price

Mtnlrmtw

of essential tmnmo-ditin were
reported to be about 24 .44 per
cent more on an average than
the wholesale prices. The differ-
manhrmumtm

prices of vegelables, spices,
eggs. edible oil and rice has

since toned down in respec
some of these items but it is
still considerable.

According to observers,
nowhere in the werld is-such

prices. Profiteering at its worst
was particularly noticeable in
of vegetables, where
difference had been

Normally price riuc takes

place when there is dearth in
supply of any commeodity. In the
recent situation, no such con-

neemed to have oc-

neSs ethics have been given a

go-by. According to observers,
this was an exampie of how
middiemen exploit. hoth the
primary producers and the end
users. Taking advantage of lack

of consumer resistance of any

kind, these middlemen find it
easy to subject our people to an
unwarranted level of hardship.
According to observers, it
was hard to reasonably explain
the rising trend of prices of con-

sumables. Take for example,

the case of onion. Though it is

harvesied in the months of
Nowember and D-mbﬂ its

BNP has divided the |
professionals: Hasina

Leader-of the Opposifion in

Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
blasted the BNP for

power, reports UNB.

the first national conven-

- tion of the “Swadhinata Chikit-

sak Parishad (SCP)’, a newly
ation of the pro-

League President
alleged that the BNP govern-
ment, as part of its evil design,
has divided the professionals by
creating counter organisations
like the Doctlor's Association of
(DAB). |

It (BNP) is also guilty of cre- .
- ating division ameng the jour-
- nalist community, she said
adding that such division
among professionals will- not

any welfare to the nation.

Hasina blamed the Prime
Minister and the Health Minis-
ter for directing the Chittagong
Medical College authorities to
readmit an "identified terrorist”

who was from’ the col- -
lugcabmt 10 years ago..
a gloomy picture of

the country's health sector, she
said, 'Health for All by the vear
. 2000 is merely a slogan of the
- government. No positive steps
were taken to make it success-
ful. .
The Awami League chief sajd
" there is no medicine and proper
treatment facilities in the thana
hulth complexes. The picture
in the medical college hospitals
and other government hospitals
are no better. It is unfortunate
that there are only 26,000 hos-
pital beds in the country for
about 12 crore people, Ehf‘
added.
The Awami League leader
mentioned  that some 6,000
. medical graduates r:mained

unemployed jn the country -

when rural people were de-
of medicare facilities for
lack of doctors.

‘Hasina said that her party
‘had formed a sub-committee for
/health. which is working to hold
a seminar for formuiating a

F’gﬁhﬂ health poli

ria, paying ric _tributf:s

{ of

at a higher level for vegetable oil
was inex For according

plicable.
to knowledgeable sources. there
was no demand in the interna-

tional market for price

* for these imported items ner

had the value of taka gone
down in terms of any hard cur-
rency in recent months. Apart
from this, the price rise of these
consumables which are grown
in the country has particularly
thrown our consumers into un-

" relieved anxiety. because it is
apprehended that the raised

price level may well continue
into Ramadan.

According to some observers,
the reasons for the upward
trend of prices might have been
inherent | in the demand and
supply pesition of one or any
other item. If that be the case,
some sort of supervisory mea-
sure by the policymakers in
unison with the relevant trading
“community_is needed to contain
the adverse effects of such
trends in the gountry. It is felt
that just as imporiant as the
government® contrel to check
unbridled profiteering is the
need for further development of
consumer protection bodies like
the CAB., which with their en-
hanced research and markel

" survey, abilities may help reduce
exploitation of consumers.
Lapses on the part of any
agency need be dealt with prop-
erly with preventive and pallia-
tive measures so as Lo ensure
the balancing of demand and
supply if the availability of
goods and services for the in-
creasing number of consumers
is not to suffer.

Lately we hear a lot about
the expression "system loss" of
public utilities. This expression
cenerally means the wastage
and loss that take place on ac-
mlnt of technical and distriba-

to the memory of the doctors
who embraced martyrdom
during the Liberation War and
the anti-autocracy agitation,
called upon the dectors to fulfil
the dream .of the martyrs, ;
Chaired by Prof MA Kaderi,
the inangural Session of the
convention was addressed,

. among others, by Dr Kazi Yusuf -

MP. Prof Sveda Feroza Begum,
Prof Syed Modasser Ali, Prof
Sarwar Alam, Dr Sarwar Ali, SA
Malek and Dr Maostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin.

The speakers said the Swad-
hinata Chikitsak Parishad (SCP)
was- floated to materialise the
ideals of the liberation

‘It -is not an alternative tu_

Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion, rather it will cooperalte
with the BMA, they said.

BNP misrule

From Page 1 Col 8

‘in the Dhaka City Corporation,

presided over the meeting held
at Mizan Chowdhury's resi-

denice.

 JP presidium member Kazi
Zafar Ahmed and Secretary
{General Khaledur Rahhman Tito

also spoke at the meeting that

discussed. party’s election stra-
tegy in the Januar}r 30 DCC
election,

The Election Cununllaiun

should ‘ensure that' eléction

rules are not violated by mi-

‘nisters by way of granting funds

or making any financjal com-
mitments that might inﬂuence
the voters before election, Mizan
said,

Referring to the resignation
of Mayors, he said part of their
demands had been fulfilled but
the authorities should take
steps allowing voters to cast
their votes without intimidation
or templation.

Mayor candidate Col (Rtd)
Malek said the government was
forced to give city coerporation.
election following the High
Court verdict after running the
four .corporations by the appo-
inted Mayors for last three
years.

He said the appuinted
Mayors have failed to provide
civic amenities - to the city
dwellers during their tenure.
“They even failed to complete
various construction works
which we could not finjsh.”
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tion faults from the stage of ori-
gin to that of reaching the con-
sumers in the cases of water,
gas, electricity, etc.

i In the case of WASA the sys-
tem loss has been estimated at
47 per cent on aceount of which
the water rate has recently been
enhanced by 10 per cent by
passirig Parliament. With other
public utility agencies, the rate
of system Joss is said to be 40
per ¢cent in the case of electricity

« and the rates vary between 30

to 50 per cent in the cases of
gas and telephone.

In all countries of the world,
system loss in public utilities
takes place but mostly there is
a tolerable limit there, It is un-
derstood that there this loss
normally ranges between 8 to
14 per cent taking into account
both the technical reasons and
distribution causes. Knowl-
edgeable sources are of the view

" that the existing high rates of

system loss fn our country can-
not be due to technical reasons
alone. If the loss exceeds 10 per
cenl it rnay be presumed that
rnon-technical factors are be-
hind it. And the non-technical
factor can be nd other than
plain pilferage, which is believed
to. be carried on by some
dishonest consumers in collab-
oration with some corrupt em-
ployees of the cuncemcd agen-
cies.

The important question is

whether the high-ups in the .

public utility agencies will con-
tinue to fail to curb substan-
tially the system loss arising

from non-technical factors and

throw its consequences upon
the consumers by way of peri-
odic increase of rates. There is a
limit to the consumers: bearing
such relentless burden. ulti-
mately, the viable alternative
may be to consider the question

of privatisation ef these utility .

services. Private management of
such agencies is a well-tried
principle operating satisfactorily
in many developed countries.

Press Club
AGM held

The extra annual general
meeting (AGM] of the Jatiya
Press Club was held at the club
auditorium yesterday with its
president Hasan Shahrear in
the chair, reports BSS. .

General Secretary of the club
Shaukat Mahmud and trea-
surer Moazzem Hossain Bulu
- presented their respective re-
ports at the meeting.

In his report, the general

gave a brief resume of
the activities of the club manag-

ing committee during thé last _

one year and said they were
committed to their determina-

i
A number of elub nwmb(-ra

look part in the discussion on
“the report of gcncral sﬂfn:tary

Indian minister
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Parliament, !

The report said the Fm:mcp
Ministry failed fo anticipate the
~swindle, react to it purposefully
when it was uncovered, nor did
it move to punish the guilty or
swiftly take corrective mea-
sures. -

"It is good tn have a finance
minister who does not lose
sleep easily, but orie would Wwish
that when such cataclysmic
changes take place all around
him some alarm would ring to
disturb his slumber,” said the
report.
© Singh, 61 washrm;ghttntjm
Finance Ministry in 1991 to re-
form India’s tightly rcgul‘atcd‘
centrally planned économy. The
reforms helped restore India's
international credit and rescued’
it from impending bankruptey.

Singh dlso helped attract
foreign investment into India
and reduce inflation from to 7
per cent from 17 per cent an-
nually’in his two years in office.

‘When the stock swindle was
uncovered in April. 1992, the
booming Bombay stock market
crashed, wiping out the savings
of thousands of middle class
Indians.

The news came after stock
markets closed for Christmas,

The report by the Joint Par-

liamentary Committee promp-

ted demands by opposition le-
gislators for Singh's resignation.

The report also accused
multinational banks of initiat-
ing the swindle and recom-
mended that the licenses of four
banks be suspended. About a
dozen Indian banks also con-

I’duet:d illegal activities, the re-

port said.

The furr:ign banks were
Citibank of New York, Bank of

America of San Francisco,

Standard Chartered Bank of |

England, and ANZ Grindlays.
based in Australia,

f
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- and sale

Commonwealth of Indepen
- States at a summit hére mark-

Hasina distributes
prizes tomorrow

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina has
been invited to distribute
awards among the winners of
SAF Games on December 26 at

Mirpur Indoor Stadium, reporfs
UNB

The Opposition leader’s office
sources said Hasina accepted
the invitation. She is expected
to give awards to the winners of
the volleyball event.

Earlier. Hasina was invited
to distribute awards on Decem-
ber 22 but she could not accept
the invitation as she was on a
tour to the northern districts.

Fastest man

From Page 1 Col 5
hosts' gold tally to eight.

With a couple of silver and
bronze medals coming their
way, Bangladesh took their col-
lection to 37 at the end of the
day.

Pakistan added one more to
their solitary gold gong. They
had a haul of 25 medals.

Nepal, who are one of the
three countries, apart from
Bhutan and the Maldives, to be
without the golden touch, had
13 medals. Bhutan and the
Maldivgs are yet to open their
accounts.

Christmas

From Page | Col 8
churches to attend the midnight
Mass.

In the capital, Holy Masases
were held at the St Mary's
Cathedral at Kakrail,
Cross Church at Luximibazar,
Holy Roasary Church at Tej-
gaon, National Major Seminary
at Banani, St Christian's
Church at Asad Gate, and
Kafrul Catholic Church.

Day Masses will be held at
these churches between 6:30
and nine in the morning.

The day is a national holi-
day. Radio and Television will
put out special programmes on
this occasion. .

President "Abdur -Rahman
Biswas, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina in separate. mes-
sages expressed their hearty fe-
licitations to the members of the
Christian Community and
wished them happiness, peace_

and prosperity.
AP from Vatican Eit}r adds

Pope John Paul Il proclaimed -

the ‘joyful news' of the birth of
Christ in a Christmas Eve mid-
night Mass, de:rlal"lng et hu-

~manity rejoice,’

Gathered in this hulj,r place
at the tomb of the Apostle, we
are in ctommunion with all
those who, in every corner of
the world, aré taking part in
this same liturgy,’ he said in a
homily in St. Peter's Basilica.

The Pope's message was
broadcast to milliﬂnn of people

{ in more than 46 countries.

John Paul said he was pre-
sent 'in spirit' in Christ's birth

place of Bethlehem.

A 30-meter Christmas tree
from Austria and a nativity
scene with' life-size figures deco-
rated the vast St. Peter's Square

in a tradition begun by the Pol-

ish-born Pope.

And as he.has done each
Christmas during his 15-year
pontificate, John Paul earlier in

'the day received members of the
_Polish community in. Rome to

exchunge holiday greetings.
Gunmen release 7

" Russian children

MINERALNYE VODY (Rus-
Dec 24: Four masked
gunmen released - seven chil-
dren and their teacher Friday

but were still hnlding at h':aat

seven other in a heli-
copter ked with explosives,
demanding 10 million dollars

to Iran, an of-
ficial said, reports AP. ;

Yeltsm to
head CIS

ASHGABAT, Dec 24: Russian
President ' Boris Yelisin was
elected Friday to head the
dent

ing the alllance's second an-
niversary, but the CIS leaders
failed to iron out details of an

Israé,_li officer -

killed in Gaza

GAZA CITY, Dﬂ: 24
Palestinian’ ;unm:n hid

Only one other Isracli officer
of such senior rank hgs been
killed since the uprising against
Isracl occupation
identified as Meir Mintz, 36, a

mﬂkfrﬁthﬂqnm-

!!:'ﬂillﬂa

Holy -

S

THE SMILE SAYS IT ALL Ace swimmer Mukhlesur
Rahman of Bangladesh is all smiles after receiving his gold
medal for the 100m breastutruke at the Mirpur swimming

e —

puol yesterday.

— Star photo

‘Communal harmony

at any cost: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia last night called
upon the Christian mmmqnﬂy
to help the government develop
the country and maintain
communal harmony, reports
' She was addressing a
delegation of the Bangladesh
Christians’ Association here at
her Sugandha office while they
called on her on the eve of the
Christmds Day. Bangladesh

Christians' Association
president Lewis A. Costa led the
delegation.

Conveying her Christmas
greetings. Begum  Zia said
Bangladesh is a country of
communal harmony and all her
citizens irrespective of their
religion were now enjoying
f:qual rights and pmrﬁt,ges

"The government has
ensured equal opportunities for
all and no one is suffering from

any discrimination. We have to -

maintain. the communal
harmony, in the country at any
cost", Begum Zia said and
added "We all have to build the
country unitedly.™ ;
Another report adds: Hrgum
Zia last night laid emphasis on

mobilising mass resistance
against smuggling to curb it for
the survival of the local
industries and increase
employmernt opportunities.

"Stern actions and tough

measures will be taken against
the smugglers. We have to stop
smuggling for the healthy

growth of the industries and

national economy. We have to
create public awareness against
smuggling ," Begum Zia said.
The Prime Minister was
addressing the leaders of the
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal

Chittagong division here at her

Sugandha office.

She said the goveriiment has

announced the Wage
Commission and instructed the
concerned authorities of the
mills and factories to implement
it immediately.
. The labour leaders of the
Sramik Dal urged the Prime
Minister to take steps for
stopping smuggling saying the.
smuggled cotton and textiles
were now hindering the growth
of the local industries.

The Prime Minister sought
their cooperation .to stop

smuggling.

mlll'

Plot to kill Bu_sh' |
Judgementof 11

- Iraqis today

KUWAIT, Dec 24: A Kuwaiti
court tomorrow is due to deliver .
judgment of 11 Iraqis and three

' Kuwaitis -accused of involye-
ment in an alleged plot to as-
- sassinate former US President

George Bugh, reports Reuter.

The .state security court
prosecutor has demanded. the

death penalty for 11 Iragis and
one Kuwaiti charged with plan- *

ning to blow up Bush during
his April 14-16 visit to Kuwait. -
The prosecutor has also de-

‘manded 10- -year jail terms for
two Kuwaitis aecused .of com-

pucit;r in the pint

Ahna warmns Castrﬁ
of int'l scandal
MADRID. Dec: 24: Cuban

President Fidel Castro's illegiti-

mate daughter Alina, who de-
fected to ﬂ'lEUnl’tl!d Siates, said
she would stir an intcerna-
tional furore if Castro did not
free her 16-year- -old d:mghtﬂr

reports Reuter.
"I am prepared to create an

- international scandal. resort to
. all means

and testify
in January before the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission as the
mother of a hostage,” the Daily
ABC quoted her as saying in an
interview published today.

.The right wing newspaper in-
terviewed 37.year-old Alina
Fernadez Revelta after she flew
to Madrid, apparently using a
false passport, on Monday on
her way to the Ufjited States.

rebuked Nabjes

AIDS test must
for foreigners
in Pakistan -

‘ISLAMABAD, Dec 24: Pak-
istan is requiring all foreigners
coming to the country for more
than one year to ‘submit to a
compulsory test for AIDS, the
semi-official. PP1 news agency
said today, reports Reuter.

Instructions have been is-
sued to Immigration Depart-
mments, visa offices and ports Lo
require and AIDS-[ree cerlificate
from loreigners planning to stay
in the ‘country. PPl quoted a
senior government health offi-:

cial as saying.

‘Ansar commander

shot dead by

- Junior colleague

SAVAR, Dec 24: An Ansar
commander was shot dead al-
legedly by his junior colleague
at- the Arapara Ansar camp
early today, reports UNB. .

Nabjesh Ali, (22), an Ansar,
shot the commander Abdul
Khaleque, 35, with his duty ri-

~fle while he was sleeping at 5:45

am. Palice suspected that Nab-
jesh killed his boss to take re-
venge for a stern reproach.

Earlier, on Thursday night
comnmarnder Khaleque allegedly
h and warned to
take disciplinary action against
him.

Ansar members rushed Lo

‘the spot and caught Nabjesh

and handed him over to the lo-
cal police. Senior police offictals
from Dhaka visited the speot.

A case was ﬁ!cd with Savar
thana.

1

'The Midnight File
New Russian constitution

comes into force

MOSCOW, Der 24: MMMMMW

a referendum on December 12 came into foree
Itar-Tass announiced. The new constitution, which

hﬁrh:w

of reforms drawn up by Russian President Borts ‘I':hlh. re-
places the Soviet-era basic law which had been in force since

1978, reports AFP.

Move for new election
in Italy delayed

ROME, Dec 24: The

push toward new elections to replace a

Parllament discredited by scandal was delayed Friday when

politicians
Premier Ca

to discuss a no-confidence measure against
Clampi. When Parliament had given final ap-

proval to the 1994 budget earlier this week, the vote was ini-
tially seen as its last major act before President Oscar Luilgl
Scalfaro announced a date for carly elections, reports AP.

Four killed in city
road mlshaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Three women and a u:cnagf
gir] were killed in separate road
accidents in the capital yester-

day.

Two womern died on the spot
and four others were seriously
imjured when a staff bus ol Bi-

Khatme Nabuwat

From Page 1 Col 5

Saidi of the Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh. Maulana Sham-
suddin Kasimi, Barrister Kor-
ban Ali, Maulana Ashraf Ali,
Maulana Abul Bashar and
Maulana Azizul Huqg were pre-
sent at the rally.

Besides, Allama Sheikh Said
Ahmed from Saudi Arabia, Dr
Abdur Razzak Iskander from
Libya, Maulana Syed Ahmed
Palanpuri and Anjar Shah
Kashmiri- from India and
Maulana Ellah Umaya from
Pakistan addressed the rally.

Earlier, thousands of people
converged onr the spacious
Manik Mia Avenue by buses,
trucks and other vehicles from
different parts of the country.

Processipnists from different
areas of Dhaka, particularly the

older part of the city, carrying
banners and placards; also

joined thé gathering.
The marchers chanted slo-

gans like "Ban the Q&l:llaniu,“.

"Burn down their den," and
’Stup their anti- Ialamic activi-
ties.”

A h:av}r pnntingcnt of riot
police guarded the central
mosqgue of the Ahmadiya Mus-
lim Jamaat, Bangladesh in the

- Bakhshi Bazar area of the city.

The police diverted 'many

processions, particularly the

militant ones, which were trying
to head for the Ahmadiya

mosgue.

'On  October 29 last year
some 500 people attacked the
mosque that left 30 injured. The
attackers also damaged furni-
ture set fire to the mosque and

many publicatiens of the -Ah-

madiya community.
Addressing yesterday's rally,

the speakers accused the Qadi-

anis of carrying out anti-Islamic

_activities and ‘said the people
~would no longer tolerate them.

Ahmadiya sect leaders, how-
ever, deny the charges. of anti-
Islamic activities and say they

believe in all the basic tenets of

Islam and consider Hazrat

Muhammad (SM) as the last

and final Prophet. -
Yesterday's rally of the In-

_ternational Majlis-e-Tahaffuz-e-

Khatme Nobuwat, ‘Bangladesh

ignored a government hartdout

on Wednesday which said. that
the rally would not take place.
The handuut had laid that
the Majlis leaders at a meeting
with the Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury had decided
to postpone the rally in view of
the on-going SAF Games in the

- capital.

- The Home Minlnter was not
avadlable last night' for com-
ments.

Adulterated food

rom Page 1 Col 7

Haalth officials say, it is not
possible to get all the food sam-
ples tested from the laboratory
in Dhaka.

Moreover, if any contamina-
tion in food items is detected af-
ter testing, the seller, manufaec-
turer or owner of the restaurant
could be awarded a very nomi-
nal punishment — something

like a fine of Taka 200/= or jail

for five days only under the ex-
isting food rules and ordinances
formulated in 1959 and 1967,
the officials said. These pun-
ishments were not sufficient,

they said.

Even most of the food items
sold in attractive packings do

not bear any mention of the
dates of mam#acturing and ex-
piry, they said.

The recommendations of the
City Corporations are now un-
der the active consideration of

the Food Ministry.

man Bangladesh Airlines col-
lided with an aute-tempoo on
the Airport Road near the Mo-
hakhali Kazi office in the after
Moorn. ,

The auto-tempoo was going
to Gulshan from Farmgate area
while the bus was coming from
the opposite direction.

The dead women could not
be identified immediately. The
seriously injured people were
admitted to the Combined Mili-
tary HospitallCMH) while the
bodies were sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) morgue.

In another accident, an
unidentified woman aged be-
tween 25 to 30 died instantly
when she was run over by a

- speeding train near Mohakhali.

A l4-year-old girl Moyna,
who was run over by a minibus
al Madhya Badda . Thursday
morning, died in the DMCH
early Friday. Her body was sent
to 1hr: hospital morgue.

Left leaders from
India, Nepal to

address seminar

By Staff Correspondent

Top ranking left wing leaders
of India and Nepal will address
a seminar on "Socialism and
Contemporary World Situation”
in the city Monday moming.

The Workers Party of Bang-
ladesh has or the sé-
minar to celebrate the birth
centenary of the Chinese leader

Mao-Tse-Tung.

A three-member delegation -
of the Cqommunist Party of
Nepal (UML), the largest oppo-

sition party in Nepalese parlia-
ment, atn'ivnd in Dhaka last

evening. Headed by the party's
Polit bureau member Mohon
Chandra Adhikéri, the two
other members of the Nepalese
delegation are Juboraj Doali
and Trilochon Dhakal. i
The Indian,K delegation,
headed by the secretary of the
West Bengal State unit of the -
Communist Party of Indian
(Marxist) Shailen Das Gupta, is
due to arrive in the city tonight.

- The other members of the
Indian d are the secre- .
tariat member of the West Ben-
gal unit of the CPIM arid Daily

.. Gonoshakti editor Anil Biswas

and central committee member
of the party Biplob Das Gu 1
. The left wing leaders.

country will also address _the
seminar scheduled to be held at
the auditorium of the Institu- -
tion of Engineers in the city.

Reforms

myﬂtunpcnthedmtntﬂl-
cussion 'of our actual credit
frnmtthoﬂdBlnktam
‘Sources say that the World
Bank will want to see concrete
actions like full announcement
of telecom policy before dis
cussing aid for the sector. In
communication to the govern-

CIRDAP to cxpand

From Page 1 Col 4
pected tnbtukm in

1996." he said. action
programmes hfve been taken
" up in some villages in Comilla
and Bogra.

Commenting on CIRDAP's

achievements the last 14

impaet on rural develop-
ment."Yet, we have a lot to do in

the coming days,"” he concluded.




