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Mukhlesur Rah-
man, the Mr Con-
sistent of Bangla:
desh’'s ventures in
international swi-
mming, - probably
made his last appearance in
SAF Games pool yesterday, but
won the gold alright in the
men's 100m breast-stroke,
- At the newly-built swi ng
pool at Mirpur, the 34- old
Navy swimmer . took 1:10.32
seconds to exact a sweet re-
venge on his conqueror in the
previous Games in the Shri
Lankan capital Colombo.
Intikhab Sikander, the Shri
Lankan natant who took silver
yesterday, had taken the gold in
the meén's 100m breast stroke

>

two years ago. Mukhles was-

beaten to the second spot by
the narrowest of the margins
then.

Yesterday the event was the .
same but the rulers reversed
the sceptre with the yeoman of
Bangladeshi swimming making
it to the victory podium.

The win may have, in a
flash-ahead into the future,
formed a perfect swan-song for
the veteran swimmer fighting
water and age in the twilight of
his career. Still unmarried,
Mukhles wrinkled, "This is
probably my last appearancé in

the SAF Games. | do not think I

will be around two years later.”

~ Having won three gold
medals in the three meets —
starting from the fourth Games
in the Pakistani capital Islam-
abad, followed by the fifth in
Colombo and yesterday's one —
Mukhles is now in balance with
life and success.

"Il am delighted to have

helped my country in getting
another gold”, reflected a glis-
tening Mukhles, who haﬂs from

Narayanganj.

Bumeuurtufalongﬂntnnn:
runner of a different dimension,
Mukhles has been a study in
loneliness over the years.

. He was the lone gold winner
in the fourth Games in Islam-
abad, coming first in the 100m
h'mtﬁmke hiupctmnt
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youth and e

Mukhlesur Rahman of Bangladesh is 6ver¢nme Wlﬂ‘l emotion

after claiming the gold in the 100m breast—stroke at the

Mirpur swimming complex yesterday.
Two years later he snatched.

the 200m gold in Shri Lanka.
He also won the silver in that
100m breast-stroke that year.
The silver of yesterday's
meet, which went to Shri
Lankan Intikhab Sikander,
could have very well gone to
another Bangladeshi. -
Mizanur Rahman Qarar, the
proud holder of the first new
record of the Sixth SAF Games,
actually got the bronze medal
yesterday. But the eighteen-
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year-old who rewrote the 200m
breast-stroke record on Decem-
ber 21, tried for a fatal stroke
instead of reaching for the fin-
ish mark and Sikander got

there ahead of him tu-claim the

silver.

Mizan's ruing was soon re-
placed by genuine revelry at his
senior ‘compatriot's perfor-
mance. “It's all the same.
Mukhles Bhai or me, it is gold
for Bangladesh, anyway.” °

Although Mukhles, Mizan

and Kawser did their very best.
to add to the hosts’ tally, run-
away favourites India, powered
by such natants as Sebastian

Xavier, Jai Abhijit and Rajeev

Nagpal, led the swimming
medals table with a haul of six

golds, five silvers and a bronze

after four days of competition.
Yesterday's success revue at
the pool was a heady mixture of
xperience. While
Mukhles defied age and
monotony to win the gold, Pak-
istan’s teenage sensation Kamal

Salman Masud won the gold in

the men's 400m free style.

The 14-year -old from Sind °
actually won the first individual
gold for his country yesterday,
clocking 4:18.00 seconds. Even
the team gold tHat till yesterday

 looked like the centre of 4 big
circle in the medal's table, owed
Masud’s perspiration and skill.

With Billal Bux, Sabir Hussain
and Maruf he snatched the
gold in the 4x200m freestyle
relay on Thursday.

In the day's third event,
Bhanu Sachdev of India cap-
tured the gold in the men's
200m backstroke with a timing
of 2:13.82 secs.

Bangladesh's Kawser Ahmed
won the silver as Pakistan's Taj
Mohammad was disqualified for

_foul turning.

Arshad Mehmood of Pak-
istan took the bronze.

Competition resumes at
eleven this morning with three

- finals and a heat scheduled.

According to Indian coach
KV Sharma, Indian swimmers
should clinch the issue in both
the 200 metres freestyle and the
100-m butter-fly today where
the Indian entries are Rajiv

Nagpal and Suresh Kumar re-
spectively. In the 50-m free
style, though Sebastian Xavier
haurbeen tipped for the title, it
was difficult to say who
would win, as much would de-
pend on a good start, Sharma
felt and added that the balding
Intikhab Sikander of Shri Lanka

-would challenge Xavier in this

evenl.
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Mukhles golden swan-song |

VI SAF GAMES

SCHEDULE FOR
TODAY

Following is the schedule for
today's evenis in the Sixth SAF
Games:

Athletics: 10:30 am to 3:30
_pm at the Mirpur Stadium.

s 400m h o
Iiﬁ;%m .I Iiurd'pru..n-:::'- |

—-anmu discus

— Women's 4X400m relay
— Men's 4X400m relay

— Men'’s shot put

— Men's 800m

— Women's 4X100m relay
— Men's 4X100m relay

' . Boxing: 6pm to 10:25 pm at
the Dhaka Stadium; all the

twelve finals.

Football: Rest day.
Kabaddi: 3:30pm at l.hl.'

Hockey Stadium,
Table Tennis: 9:30 am to 5

pm at the Dhanmondi gym; *

mixed doubles matches.
Tennis: Mixed doubles and
men's doubles final at 8 am and
.2 pm at the Tennis Compiex.
Shooting: Men's clay target
skeet 125 birds at the BKSP

shooting range, Jirani. Savar,
from 10 am.

Swimming: 11 am to 12:20
pm at the Mirpur Swimming

Pool.
— 300m free styie
— 100m butterfly

-

— B50Om freestyle N

- 400m individual® medley
Veoleyball: 9 am to 11 am
and 4 pm to 6 pm at the Mirpur
Indoor Stadium.

Wrestling: Finals of 10

t categories from 2 pm to

4:15 at the Hockey Stadinm.

These days Ioot

i the ground
alone. It starts

and ends with

that the Bangladesh Football

ball js not played

distribution ceremony. It appear

maich at the Mirpur Stadium

and the second at the Dhaka

Stadium. Even a child of foot-
ball knows that the first match
of the tournament is very difli-

cult for any team. One can

casily remember the fate of

| who

BFF could do with a Dalmiya

By Manash Chakravarty, Guest Writer

~Two former chain-
pions — India and
. Nepal — will fight
to own the football

gold of the Sixth
SAF Games on an

" alien gmund on Sunday.

.. Though the Mirpur Stadium.
Which is expected to stage the
finale from five pm in the after-
noon tomorrow, will be a com-
pletely new experience for both
teams, yet Dhaka, the city, is
likely to be a pilgrimage for the
Indians.

India's ﬂrut football gold was
won in Dhaka way back in
1985, the year of the second
SAF Games. They, of course,
followed it up with a similar
show in the successive Games
in 1987 with Indian city Cal-
cutta playimng the hosts.

In the second of- the two
group matches held at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday. In-
dia were held to a two-all draw,
yet they managed to throw
holders Pakistan off the tour-
narnent.

Pakistan, who won the gold
in Colombo, were on a hattrick
at these Games since they had
won the gold in the fourlh
Games in Islamabad, too. ¢

But they had the visions of
doom right on the opening day
when Shri Lanka beat them by
the odd goal in three. Yesterday,
too. their fate followed the same
minutes of the resumption.
Tahir ha sérved the ball
across the Indian goal and op-
portunist striker Md Noman,
had scored against Shri

uneven. the grass is hard and
ball players like India's Vijayan
or Bangladesh's Rumi find il
very difficult to show their skills
here. May be Lhe organizing
commitiee gave more \mpor-
tance to gate money than the
interest of the nation and paid
the price heavily. Two matches
at two different venues cost
them dearly. And if you leok at
the two [inalists, you will see
that the teams which played
both their maiches on same
ground are in the finals. India
and Nepal grabbed the oppor-
tunity in a maximum way. And
as the final is slated for Mirpur,
both of them will fdce the same
problem. Had the Bangladesh
Football Federation looked into

this aspect. they perhaps would
not be in 4his awkward situa-

Sports Reporter ,_

Lanka in the previous match.
headed the ball home with a re-
liable Hemant Dora under the
Indian bar having no chance at
all (1-1).

The hawk-eyed Noman was
again on target, seven minutes
after putting his team-at par
with the no-love-lost neigh-
pattern as India, riding high on
a Iwo-nil success in their
opener against Shri Lanka, took
a 1-0 lead in the minutes
of the first half showing cohe-
sion and better team work.

Up against opponents who
held a slight edge over them in

.average height and strength,

India concentrated on control of
the midfield with the quartet of
Tajinder Kumar, Jacob, Gun-
abir Singh and Aquil Ansari
enjoying more space and time
than their counterparts.

Buf it took India almost the
end of the first half to forge
ahead. In the 43rd minute. the
robust Bhupinder Thakur rose
timely to nod the ball in from a

' goal mouth melee past a be-

mused Pak custodian Tajuddin
following a corner kick (1-0).

The Pakistanis pitched
themselves in the second half
and reaped results within six
bours. This time Iftikhar did the
spadework and Noman scored
his third gbal of the meet to
emerge the highest scorer till
the final with a well-placed shot
(2-1).

The Pakistanis resorted to

rough tackling to keep the goal-
hungry Indians at bay and the

In this aspect, Bangladesh
faces Lthe same problem as In-
dia. The Nehru Gold {:up. once
rated as the eleventh best foot-
ball teurnament in the world,
has lost its value and has been
demoied to a blennial whastage
of money. The All India Football
Federation end their responsi-
bility by bringing some third
graded teams and do not spend
much time to popularise the
tournament, But look at Jog-
mohan Dalmia, the BCCI Secre-
tary pulled a lakh of people to
the final of the recent Hero Cup.
a tourmament which was devoid
of world champions Pakistan.
runners-up England and the
much-rated Kiwis and Kanga-
roos. Actually, Dalmia sold the
tournament to the million of

The Bangladesh Foeotball
Federation could not do that.
Hence the home team did not
receive. any crowd support,
which is yery much necessary
to overcome the pressure of
being favourites and the home
team. italy in the 1990 World
Cup and Australia in the 1992
gricket World Cup succumbed
to this and vanished
from the scene. The same thing
happened to Bangladesh. Bul
why only blame tive players and
the coach? ;

‘Thai referee had a

India, Nepal in soccer final

busy time in
maintaining the statutes of the
game. Four Pakistanis were
brought to book while one I{:-
dian was cautioned with: the
yellow card for an attempt to
pay back their neighbours from
across the.border in the same
cofn.

However, the Indiana kept
up the pressure and got the
equaliser five minutes before
the long whistle. Tajinder
latched on to a Gunabir throw
in to find the net (2-2).

"The Indians more than .

earned their right to have a go
at the gold for the third time,
with a haul of three points from
two matches.

Pakistan, orrthe other hand,
finished with a solitary point
from their two group matches.

NEPAL THROUGH

Earlier, ih the first match of
the day Nepal, the gold winners
of the inaugural Games in
Kathmandu who rekindled the
hopes of a similar defeat with
an upset 0-1 win over hosts
Bangladesh on December 2R,
drew goalless with no-hopers
Maldives.

With tifree points in their

kitty from two matches Nepal

ensured a date with fancied In-
dia in the final.

The Maldivians will play the
Shri Lankans for the brnnu
medal.

With Bangladesh already out

of the lournament, the soccer

programme has fhiled to draw -

the crowds. ﬁm‘;:’:: hardly
three thousand in’ the
stands yesterday willing to fork
out Taka 20 for the pleasure of

watc hing the other teams. ‘
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Games at the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

No time for
the beauties!
By Asoka Goonetilleke,

Guest Wri_t.er

Spanish eyes! Tear drops are
Jalling from your eyes when you
cough! (Sorry, Mr Engelbbert
Humperdink!"

~ This, let me dedicate'to those
striking lasses in the 'SAF
Games Main Media C:cntrc
Strikingly beautiful. Well clad’
Upright. Well oriented. But. I'm
married.

I was on my way to the MMC
‘yesterday morning. I crossed
my eyes with that beaut on the
rickshaw. Honestly,” my eyes
must've been focussed on the
sun, too. Hence, the innocent
wink.

She returned the smile for

10.61 seconds.

The: 'Dhaka flying machine’-

« [rickshaw) changed te top gear,

with a throw of spit on to the ,

road. Why? Did you suspect the
sun was rising for me? You

jealous rickshaw-wallah! | have

a habit not to spit on the road,

even if | am suffering from tu-

berculosis baceilus? To spit on
the road, or for that matter, in
public is sin. :

The rickshaw-puller's bc-
haviour did not deem fit for me
to*get off the blocks. As I arrived
in the MMC, the newspapers

screamed af me with their ban- .

ner headlines, about the
alarmingly booming population
growth rate in_ Bangladesh.
Those beauts in the MMC,
please take note.

A population should grow, tos, -

be called a nation. But, not at
all, alarmingly..If a government
cannot restrain this fun, there
is a whole somewhere. Less
recreations, too, s a leader to
such pruhlem& If one goes
deep into the problem, he would
see the problem lies at home —
the rural areas. Maybe. if
women could,run faster than
Bimal Tarafdar, well, it could be
another solution, though the
men are Aapright, elegant,
debonair and so on ...

One must not forget. today is
the all-important day for the
Christians. It is Christmas. I've
told somewhere that I am a de-
vout Buddhist. When on over-
seas assignments, [ enquire
about Buddhist temples and, if
time permits, I always make it a

point to go there and pray, and
‘also pray for courage and

strength to go on with my as-
ts successfully. _

It is really, really, really fas-
cinating to hear that Roberto
Baggio, who was once again
voted tAe European footballer-
of-the-year, say, "Today, Bud-
dhism helps me control my
mind better”.

Merry Christmas!

Im:lmi Shuur Wilson powets ahead of her rivals to win thl
women s 800 metres in a new Sixth SAF Games record time of

2:04.63 at'the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
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E W Chaminda Funseka of th Lanka clearmg the last hurdle to win the gold of the men’s 11[1+m hurdles in the Sixth SAF.

X — Star photo

)

“officials after a Nagen

was over and even

- KARACH]I, Dec 24:

first one-day in-

: - lernatignal here
loday dismissed the tourists for
143 thanks to career best
ligures ol five for 15 from
skipper Waaim Akram reports
AFP.

He improved his own record
of five for 16 against South
Africa earlier this year and was
declared man-of-the-match.

Akram won the toss and put
the tourists to bat.

Leading the Pakistani attack,
he removed his counterpart
Andy Flower with the first ball
of the limited overs match
played at the packed National
Stadjum.

Flower playing an outswin-
ger was caught behind for a
duck.

His next victim was Zim-
babwe's dependable , Alistair
Campbell, to make It 19 for two.

- Aaquib Javed caused ano-
ther shock when he dismissed
Andy's younger brother Grant
Flower for six. He captured two
wickets while Waqar Younis.
declared man:ef-the-series for
his 27-wicket haul in the just-
concluded three Test series
against Zimbabwe. became the
most expensive bowler conce-

Pakistan beat Zi- -
mbabwe by seven
wickets in their

ding 43 for o wicket’ in- hig '

SEVen OVers,

David Houghton in his
superb performance hit 52.
Houghton and Despek Dekker
added 70 runs in their fourth
wicket partnership before De-
kker was run out on 33,

The last [ive batsmen con-
tributed only 26 runs with

Akram bowling Eddo Brandes
and Peal Stephen in successive
deliveries.

The tourists made 143 in 38
overs and the home side easily

achieved the target in 33.5.

Saeed Anwar made 68 and
Basit Ali 41. Rashid Latif who
remained not out on 10, hit a
towering six to leave Pakistan

one up in the three one day

match series.

: SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the first one-
day cricket international be-

tween Pakistan and Zimbabwe

on Friday:
ZIMBABWE:

Andy Flower ¢ Rashid Latil
b Wasim Akram 0
Grant Flower b Aaquib Javed 6
Alistair Campbel
b Wasim Akram 8
David Houghton ¢ Basit All
b Salim Malik 52
Mark Dekker run out 33
Guy Whittal run out 18

Akram Wrecks Zimbabwe

- David Brain bAaquib Javed 4

Eddo Brandes Ibw

Wasim Akram 2
Stephen Peall b Wasim Akram 0
Heath Streak ¢ Javed

Miandad b Wasim Akram 2
John Rennie not out 3

Extras: (b-1, 1b-9, nb-2, -r-:n 15
Total: (all out in 38 overs) 143

Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-19: 3-
22; 4-92; 5-117; 6-128: 7-131:

8-131; 9-139. %
Bewling: O M R W
WasimAkram 7 1 16 5§
WagarYounis 7 O 43 0
AaquibJaved 8 1 21 2
MushtagAhmed 8 1 21 ©
Salim Malik © 0 18 1
Asif Mujtaba- 3 0 14 0
PAKISTAN: :

Saced Anwar b Streak - 68
Asif Mujtaba b Brain 11
Inzamamul-Haq b Streak 12
Basit Ai not out 41
Rashid Latif not out 10
Extras: (lb-2, w-2, nb-1) 5
Total: (For three

wickets-33.5 overs) | 147

Fall of wickets: 1-18; 2-48;
3-126 ,

Did not bat: Javed Miandad,
Salim Malik, Wasim Akram,

Man-of-the-match: Wasim
Akram

Second match: Dmcmhcrm
Rawalpindi

Third match: December 27,
Lahore

Indian judokas

sweep it clean
Sports Reporter

An indiscreet show of xeno-
phobia was the only streak of
diversity inm an otherwise
monptonous sdga of Indian
domina on the concluding
day of the sixth SAF Games
judo championships at the Mir-
pur indoor stadium yesterday.

-A section of rowdy crowd,
with inadequate initiation to the
finer points of the game, was
instigated by a couple of
Bangladesh Judo Federation
: 'ippon’
was ruled out, quite justifiably,
by the Japnncu technical
judge, Sinoro Fujita.

Nagen, a policeman, floored
his Indian opponent Dhadwe
Jogesh seconds after the bout
lost the
maich on points. Jogesh, liter-
ally, was saved by the bell.

Himalaya Singh Budhatoki
of Nepal and M Weeraratne of
Shri Lanka went hanz with the
bronze.

K R Bhushan beat Mustafiz.
another Bangladeshi. in the
under 45-kg weight division to
collect the gold while Dalba-
hadur Gurung of Nepal and M S

P ‘Fernando of Shri LAnka. the

losing semifinalists, bagged the
bronze.

In the other bout of the day,
Virpal Singh won the under 50-
kg final to make a clean Indian
sweep for the third day in a
row. Osman Ghani of Bangla-
desh and Mitralal Chapagi of
Nepal finished joint third.

indians clinched all the nine
gold mu:lal- on offer in the

three- ﬂeu
Ban adcl finished with

four lilv:r and five bronze
medals witile Nepal got four
silvers and four bronzes. Shri
Llanka managed one silver and
five bronze medals.

Germany voted
FIFA best
team of 1994

ZURICH, Dec 24 : Germany
was voted best team of 1994 by -
FIFA here on Thursday, reports
AFP.

FIFA's national team rank-

ings placed them ahead of ltaly,
Brllll. Norway, Spain, and
NDenmark.

These were followed by Hol-
land, Argentina, Sweden and

| Ireland. -

.‘ u-lgood chance to play

BRISBANE, Aus-
tr-ha, Dec 24 :
Injured South

and master fielder
Jonty Rhodes has
in the
first cricket Test' against
Australia, starting in lhhnm
on Suhdiw AFP.

uhmkm left

-hnnd in a one-day match

against Australia in Sydney
nine days ago and had initially

J RHODES
been expected to miss the open-
ing Test meeling between the
countries in 24 years.
The middle-order batsman
and dynamic fielder has made a

quicker than expected recoyery
and captain Kepler Wesscls said
here Thursday he hoped the 24-
yéar-old would come through a
fitness test on Christmas Day.

“He has a good chance to
play,” Wessels said.

The South Africans finished
their preparation for the three-
match series by playing out a
draw with Queensland here
Thursday.

Queensland were ngver in
the hunt for 377 lor victory and
batted out the final days to
finish at 268 for five.

Opener Trevor Bars
onec run short of his cen-
tury of the Bseason, being
trapped Ibw for 99 by Fanie De

fell

Villiers, while the South
Africans were able to give their
bowlers another decent m
il'l heat.

lptnlthtﬁylnthr

) dmuin‘ room resting a sore

" said his absence was a
African batsman -

- Rhodes may play
in first Test

right knee but the 36- -old
of
five operations on the leg and
would not affect his appearance
in the Test. ]

“ I've had a bit of treatment
and a rest today but I'll be -
okay,” Wessels said.

" It was best not to do too
much here because there's a lot
of cricket coming «

“ I've had five tions on
the leg so there's not a lot that
qulwuitbcttcruﬂ:rthuﬂ.

Ihml‘mtnduﬂ-ithlt
millnutlmm

A South African effort
in the ruined any
of

The fourists druppul four

caiches and the Queensianders
were content to take a day’s
centre-wicket practice.

Aside from Barsby, Geofl
Foley and Stuart Law beth
pushed their way into the 30s
while rookie batsman Jimmy
Maher remained unbeaten on
50 at’the close. )

Maher could consider him-
scll lucky w0 notch his maiden
first-class half-century as De
Villicrs had a confident Jbw ap-
peal rejected when h: was on
49.

De Villiers had spent the day
charging in relentlessly, *ﬁ
the intense heat, and was
than  impressed—to .see the
tecnager get the benefit of the
doubt.

De Villiers also distinguished
himisell when he bowled Greg
Rowell for 16, hitting the
stumps with such foree




