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AND THE ECSTASY: While former national track star Shamima Sattar Mimu tries to comfort Bangladesh s best.SAF

,. Games athletics medal bet sprinter Golam Ambia, who had to be carried off on a stretcher after pulling a muscle during
's 100m heats, Shri Lankas M A Srivani Kulawanﬁa (right) acknowledges the cheers from the Mirpur Stadium erowd

-

javelin,
sprint and 5,000m run.

VI SAF GAMES
SCHEDULE FOR |
TODAY

Following is the schedule for
today's eyents in the Sixth SAF

Ganws:

Athletics: —Marathon 6 am

O cevents — 2 pm o 4
pm al the Mirpur Stadium

—Men's 110m hurdles,
triple jump, 100m

—Women's 100m sprint and
1800m run. .
Football: Maldives vs Nepal

at 3:30 pm (Dhaka Stadium]

Pakistan vs India at 5:30 pm
(Dhaka Stadjum) |

Judo: 1 pm, three cate-
gories, Mirpurdndoor Stadium.

Kabaddi: Bangladesh vs
Pakistan, 2:24 pm

India vs Nepal, 3:45 pm
(Hockey Stadiam)

Table Tennis: 9:30 am

smen's and women's doubles,’

_ the first

Dhanrhondi Indaor Gym.

U "Ponidlt - 306 then's Bin-
gles semifinals and women's
singles semifinals; 1 pm men's
doubles semifinals and women's

doubles final at Tennis Con
Shooting: Standard Rille

" 3x20 (women) 11:30 am at the

Gulshan Range.
Swimming: 11 am to 12:30
Wrestling: 2:30 pm to 4 pm
at the Hockey Stadium.

|
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Four new records
were created on
the second day of
- the athletics com-
~ petition of the Six-
th SAF Games ye-
sterday with india and Shri
Lanka going pari passu in their-
claims for novelty at the Mirpur
Stadium.

While Indian lhr{}wrrﬁ Cro- .

ssed two milestones in the fleld
everits, the Shri Lankans sho-
wed an amazing hold on the
running events. India's Shakti
Singh broke the old record in
the discus. His compatriot J S
Waraich followed it up with_ a
similar performance in the
hammer throw.

Shri Lanka's two record
breakers were 400m sprinter
Sugarh Tillekeratne and female
I OOm hurdlrr ‘iryianl Kula-
wansa "

The most p(,rpuiar events —
the 100m dashes for men and
women — await finalisation to-
day. The long day s journey will
begin with the marathon start-

Ing as early as six in the morn- .
Aing from the Mirpur-Stadium.

The day's other events, includ-
ing the sprint [inals, are”
scheduled for the aftcmnnn

after her record-breaking feat in the 100m hurdles. Kulawansa took 13.78 seconds to overcome the dmtanr:e

Lankans only spanner in Indian march

starting at 2:00 pm.

Sryiani Kulawansa. the 23-
year-old Sri Lankan bank em-
ployee who has taken to sports
as a means to fight poverty,
showed superb saltation’ abili-
ties in the women's 100m hur-
dles. Zooming to the target with
amazing agility, she left her ri-

vals far behind. Her timing of

13.73 seconds became a new

record in the annals of the

Games, :

Her compatriot Sugarh
Tillekeratne conjured up a
magnilicent performance to
rewrite the SAF record in the
men's 400m run. The twenty-
vear-old student who finished
fourth in the recently held ATF
meet in Manila, took-46.58 sec-
ond, thus fulfilling his ambition
of running under 47 seconds in
this meet. Along with Damiyan-
thi Darsha, his compatriot,
Tillekeratne should now cori-
sider himself richer for 1000
dollars ‘as an anticipatory gain
of.the ineentive bonus declared
before the meet by Shri Lanka's
Education Ministry.

Indian athletes seemed to -

have regained their winning
form here after the relative gold-
dmught in Colombo two }FEdIE

— Star photos

Indian Bobby Aloysius soars over the bar in the women s high

jump of the Sixth SAF Games at the Mi
yesterday. Aloysius won the gold.

By A Special Correspondent

ago. Picking up from Wedmﬁ.e
day's show, they won five of

eight track a_nd field gold
medals un offer yesterday. reai-
firming their status as the
sporting giants of the sub-con-

tinent.

The Indian champions swept
the track, but as individual per-
formance went, they were
hardly spectacular. In most
events, the winners were chal-
lenged only by their own team-
mates, whose potential they
were familiar with. With none to
push them. performances suf-
fered and only gne record was
shattered by the Indians.

National discus champion
Shakti Singh, who had repre-
sented the country at the
Stuttigart World Championships
and the world police games ear-
lier this year, heaved the disc to
a distance of 55.49m, the only

one to establish’ a new SAF-

Games mark.
Shakti did better than Ajit
Bhadauria, who won India the

‘gold in the event at the Asian
Track and Field championships

at Manila a few weeks ago.
Shakti's fifth throw landed at
the gold-winning distance, im-
prﬂving'upon the 53:72 he had

on his third attempt. Bhadauria
couldn’t better his third attempt
of 53.38m.

The mosl eye-catching In-
dian performance ol the day
was by tiny K Saramma who
came into her own with her
second consecutive win over the

more fancied Shiny Wilson in

the womep's 400m.

Saramma's defeat of Shiny in
the domestic circuit's last meet
at Delhi earlier this month ap-
peared to have given the

younger girl more confidence in

herself.

With yesterday's viclorv, the
Kerala girl who has bee.: con-
centrating on the spriits, looks
read to fate the Lest in the
400m.

Coming into the final curve,
it was Shiny who was ahead of

the rest. But twenty-five metres

into the horhe straight Sara-
mma had closed in and was
going for gold. Shiny trailed in
for silver but had her revenge
on Shri Lanka's Jayamani llle-

peruma, who had beaten her at

Colombo in 1991,

Indian national champion in
the hammer throw, the tough-
looking JS Waraich, had an
easy time. The ONGC engineer

rpur Stadium
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set a new meet record in the
event with a throw of 62.12m,
much under his national record
of 65.78. That mark was cre-
ated last September, at an in-
ternational invitation meet in
Singapore where Waraich had
claimed the gold medal.

Rajesh Bharadwaj, Waraich's
sole challenger even back home,
was not in such good shape. He
was overshadowed by Pak-
istan's Agarab Abbas who'threw
61.79 for the stlver. The Pak-
istan coach had placed a lot of

_ store in Agarab, who is the son

of Pakistan's hammer-thrower
of yore. Commonwealth cham-
pion Mohammad Igbal. Agarab
had recently betlered his fa-
ther's personal best with an
unofficial 63.92m throw.

Pakistani national champion
Ghulam Bari could take only
the fourth place with 57.90m.

In the women's high jump,
young Bobby Aloysius le%t her
senior Angela Lincy crying by
clearing 1.71m an her first try.
Lincy. who is getting married
next month, was planning to
quit with a gold medal here. But
that slipped out of her grasp

when she failed at the height on
her first attempt,
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Lankan ﬁugarh hueueratne LEIEDI‘HLEE HH.EI' mnl.lnﬁ a new
Sixth SAF Games record in the men's 400m sprint at the
Mirpur Stadium yesterday. Tillekeratne timed 46.68 seconds.

Angela Lincy had begun the
event at 1.60, while Bobby
Aloysius had started at 1.55m.
The former had also pol stuck
at 1.68m, only clearing it on the
second try,

Steeplechasers Narender

- Singh and Balkar Singh, who
landed here late only after their

entries were confirmed, both
figured among the medals.

While Narender claimed gold
in nine minutes 2.01 seconds,
Balkar took the bronze by
clocking 9:10.81 behind Pak-
istan’'s Muhammad Sadique.

Heptathlfon champion K K
Geetha and young Kamala B
Siddi both did well in the 100m
hurdles, which were a one-
woman show. Shri Lanka's
oSriyani Kulawansa 'was too good
for the rest, romping to a new
record time of 13.73 seconds.
Geetha and Kamala followed in
that order.

Indian long jump champion
Shyam Kumar ended up fourth
in his event. He had a maxi-
mum leap of 7.21m, as against
7.42 by Shri Lanka's T Benildus
Fernando, who topped. India's
M B Sadashivan, however. got
the bronze with a’jump of
7.22m.

Hosts'

Football marked the long

day's journey into the night for
hosts Bangladesh in th: Sixth
SAF Games that have really
shuffled off the toils'id a
streamlinied series of disﬂphnes
and events.

Sadly, the memberg of the
largest contingent of the meet

who took the more naively -

patriotic people of the country
for an emotienal rolier coaster-
ride. have hardly any role in the
myriad activities of expectation
and ar:htevcr?ém going all
around.

For want of better words it
should be put as a conceptual
stasis, that in a meet — the SAF
Games to .be precise

modelled after the Olympics, -

that we put such a monstrous
lpad on football as a gold-

winning discipline.
All the other ten disciplines
paled in - attemtion and

prcrm‘lmntt before probably the

By Chandrashekhar Das

most popular game in the
world. Prepdrations, with cer-
tain reservations. were patchy
and the tone of optimism prior
to the meet was feeble, sans
conviction.

Of course, incl,dents beyond
ithe control of the authorities
and  originating solely from
subjectivity, diluted the spirit,

. particularly in the track and

field events,

Seasoned runners like Sha-
hanuddin. Chowdhury, Shah
Jalal Mobin and M:hdi Hassan
decided not to return home

after taking.part in the world -

university meet in the US.
Quick replacement were sear-
ched for and expectedly hopes,
that at least for theory's sake,
pinned on the older heads, had
to be placed on newer ones.
Fortune. has a way of
waylaying men. Golam Ambia’
army's enthusiastic runner who
despite the powerful presernce of

A belated gold

Spﬂrts Reporter

Eangladt'sh ma-
naged a pinch in
the gold rush
" when the coun-
try’s female sheo-
ters tpted upa
Inne gold to the hosts’ initial
haul of five golds Tuesday.
Though a success, a raise in
the tally, it was viewx jeu.
The wornen's Standard Rifle

"Prone 60 shots was actually

held on Wednesday but the re-
sults were withheld for techni-
c8l reasons.

The team gold went to

Bangladesh while the gold in.
/the individual event was cap-

tured by an Irfdlan mdrks—
WOIMArn.

The Bangladesh Lﬁu of Kazi
‘Shahana Parveen, Farzana
Héssain Shoma and Sabrina
Sultana scored a record tolal of
1713. Shahana, the shooting
ace from Narayanganj who won

the fifth Games in Colombo, two
years ago, managed 575 oul of
a maximum 600. Her teammate
Fm Shoma ahu finished on

e Shalins Sut e pxpent

in individual mn:idcrathu
Sabrina Sultana's contribu-

gold for Bangladesh in

tion was 563 points.

India's Roopa Unnikrishnan
surpassed all other contestants
in individual score. She col-
lected a record 583 to take the
gold.

The individual silver winner
came from Shri Lanka. Sun-
deetha Werakon got 577 out. of

600 to'line behind Roopa Un- -

riikrishnan on the medals
podium. .

With Barigladesh snatching
the gold in the team event, Shri
Lanka copped the silver with a
team score of 1706. While Wer-
akon chipped in with a silver-
winning individual effort of 577,

Pushpamali Ramanayeke sup- ,

plied 567 and Vijitha Sama-
rakoon shot 562.

Roopa Unnikrishnan's aure-
ate achievement of 583 was not

good enough to ensure®anything

beyond the bronze: for India as

the other two — Kuheli Ganguly

and Wmna Panicker — could add
:Jnl{dﬁﬁﬂ and 548 tndiﬂdually
canwhile, the men's 25m
range Rapid Fire pistol began
yislerday. Twelve shooters —

/I.hl‘Lt' cach from India, Shri

Lanka, Pakistan and hosts

- Bangladesh are taking part in

this event.

Shri Lanka's S5A Diaﬂenaycke
and others was tipped as an
outside chance of home ‘condi-

tions belore and appreciative
partisan crowd. But as one
immortal dramatist put in his
masterpiece, we defy augury.

Golam Ambia®caught jaundice,
and when hé came round the

verve, zest needed in events like
the 100m dash. was just not
there,

Yesterday, at (he Mirpur
Stadium, Ambia had his worst
fears redlised. While taking part
in the heats for today's 100m
final, the sprinter developed

. serious trouble in his leg and

f

had to be carried off the field on
a stretcher. Adiéu., Ambia,
Adieu athletics hopes, and
Adieu, SAF Games, too. Becau-

se it will be a travesty of a
nomenclature to call the next
competition. to be held Madras
two years later, since Uzbe-

kistan and Afghanistan — both
Central Aslan states »— would
make their entries in the south
Ind_ian city.

H is the high noon of the
Games now, with almost all the
track and field events either
through or awaiting finalisation
and Bangladesh just do not
have any hopes worth one's
* while, i :

hopes take back seat

The dawn had a rather
belying beginning.

An eighteen-year-old swim-
mer named Mizanur Rahman
Qarar created a new SAF record

on the first day of medal coun-

ting with a superb performance.
With only a few more swimming
events left, the gold winner of
the 200m breast-stroke remains
the very hope of adding another
gold to Bangladesh's tally of six
glittering gongs.

If hope is not the hope for

the wrong thing, then there is
still some room for optimism in -
* shooting, the only discipline in

which Bangladesh have shown
any semblance of consistency in
performance,

At one fell swoop, the shoo-
ters, notably Ateequr Rahman .

and Saiful Alam Chowdhury
Rinki, sent hopes soaring on
the first day of medal reckoning.
Four golds, including two in
individual events, were depo-:
sited and later. Kazi Shahana

Parveen, in tandem with Sab- .

rina and Soma, brought 'ano-
ther gold in the women's event.

The other local competitors,
in the lesser discipines like
boxing, wrestling, judo and
kabaddi, would do themselves
unexpectedly proud if they were

to pick up a few morsels of |

_bronze beating Nepal 3-0 in the

Indla s fine tennis double

India com leled
an expec dou-
"ble in the Sixth
. SAF Games table
tennis ‘ourna-
ment when their
male paddlers clinched the
team gold outplaying Pakistan
at the Dhanmundi gymnasium
yesterday.

Bangladesh bagged

the

best-of-five match rubber.

" In the afternoon S Raman
gave his countrv a {lying start
when' he. wiayed Asim
Qureshi 2:-12, 21-15. Arup
Basak also won in straight sets,

but his tie against Bilal Yasin
was comparatively a tough one. .

Basak won 21-16, 21-19,.
Chetan Baboor did not give
Shahzad Wasim enough space

' and sealed the gold for India

with a 21-11, 21-15 wi~

In the third-fourth ylaces
decider, Kiran Shrestha set the
pace when he won the first set
21-15 in his singles agafnst
former Bangladesh champion
Nasimul Hassan Kéchi, How-
ever, Kochi. turned back
strongly -in the next set and
drew level with a 21-15 victory
in the second. The third set was
a lopsided affair with Kochi

pressing on right from the start -

"
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Saramma Kutty of Ihdia crosses the finish line ahead of her more illustrious compatriot Shiny
Wilson in the women's 400m sprint of the Sixth SAF Games at the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
Kutty won the gold with a time of 53.65 seconds.
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By Mir Ashafuz Zaman

and forcing a 21-11 triumph to
take the hosts one up.

Muaaddequl Haq Rochi, the
balding national number one,
made it two-nil in no time. The
left-hander had his Nepalese ri-
val Rajan Subba at the corner
right from the word go and won
21-5,21-9.

In the third es, Rajendra
Kapali almost turned the table
on Saidul Hag: Sadi, another

* veteran, snatching the first set

22-20 but Sadi stepped up his
game in the next two ‘sets and
rounded off the rubber with a
20-22, 21-16, -21-8. ,
- Zobera Rahman Linu was
the only host paddler in the fray
as the women's singles reached
the quarterfinals stage.

Eleven-times.
champion Linu battled her way
back from two sets down to dis-
pose of Nepalese Sandhya
Shakya 17-21, 12-21, 21-16,
21-14 and 21-12.

Linu's teammates Zulekha
Akhter and Yania Tarmin, how-

ever, had no such luck in their

respective matches.

Zulekha bowed to Ghazala
Roohi of Pakistan 21-9, 21-12,
21-15 while Tania put up a
brave fight in the second set be-
fore being beaten by Naila An-
jum, another Pakistani.

Two Shri Lankan girls —
Deepika Subashini Rodrigo and
Namal Manddja Gunasekera —
also made it to the quarterfi-
nals, winning in straight sets. .

Rodrigo routed Bhutan's
Kezang Yangden 21-6, 21-11,
21-6 while Gunasekera got the
better of little Maldivian Naazly
Ibrahim 21-8, 21-12 and 21-13.

Kanchan Dhawan ‘joined

fellow Indian Radhika Ambika

in the last eight when she de-
feated Juwairya Saeed of the
Maldives 21-5, 21-7, 21-6. Am-

bika was directly placed in the
quarterfinals,

Nepalese Jyotsna Shrestha
completed the quorum with a
21-16, 21-11, 21-12 victory
over Dekizam of Bhutan. In the
doubles, Linu and Zulekha ad-
vanced to the semifinals when
the pair swamped Jyotsna
Shrestha and Sandha Shakya of
Nepal 21-12, 21-8 in the duar-
terfinals. Linu and Zulekha wil}
take on the Indian duo of
Dhawan and Ambika, who beat
Asima Rafique and Shabnam

Majid of Pakistan 21-11. 21-17

natinnal -

en route to the round of four.

The other semifinal pits Ritu
Bhola and Arul Silvi, another
Indian pairing, against Shri
Lanka's Gunasekera and Ro-
drigo.

Bhola and Selvi smothered
the Pakistani hopes of entering
the medals round when they
eased past Roohi and Anjum
21-16, 21-17.

Gunasekera and Rﬂ-dﬁgu' had

‘to sweat a little in their quar-
terfinal encounter against the

Maldives pair of Juwairya and

" Muna Ibrahim 21-14, 21-12.

The women's doubles are
scheduled for today while the

singles quarterfinals will be
held on Sunday.

* India have won the two TT
gold medals offered so far. On

‘Wednesday, the women's con-

tingent took the team gold
beating Shri Lanka in the final.
Pakistan finished third, shatter-

ing the hosts' hopes of earning

at least a bronze.

~ Two more
local punchers
enter finals

Two more Bangladeshis,
P-shul Amin Howlader and Mo-
hammad Moniruzzaman en-
tered the finals of the Sixth SAF
Games boxing compelition,

beating their ppponents respec-

tively in the light fly and wel-
lerweight catcegories here last
night at the Dhaka Stadium,

- reports [3SS,

Pakistan, however, contin-
ucd to dominate the ring and
succeeded in sending six of its
punchers 16 the ﬂnal: on Sat-
urchay.

Of the twelve matches in six
calegorics played Pakistan won
six of them, India three, Bang-
ladesh two and Nepal one.

Bangladesh light flyweight
Ruhul Amin Howlader beat
Nepal's O M Mosk Nepal's
bantamweight U t{ Katuwal
India's Gurmeet
Singh, Indian lightweight De-
vanand Venkatswhu defeated
Shri Lankan A Nihal Pra-
machandra, Bangladeshi wel-
terweight Mohammad Moniruz-
¢daman beat Indian Tuk Ba-
Radur Thapa,

outboxed

Fa
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YESTERDAY’S
TRACK & FIELD
RESULTS

Men:

400m: 1. Sugarh

Tilekeratne
(SL) 46.58 (NMR):; 2. Muham-
mad Sadaqat (Pak) 47.24: 3. P |
Sebastian (Ind) 47.32.

3.000m steeple-chase: 1.
Narender Singh (Ind) 9:02.1; 2.
Muhammad Sadique {Pak)
9:04.15; 3. Balkar Singh (Ind)
9. 10:81

Discus. 1. Shakti Singh (Ind)
55.49 (NMRY). 2. Ajit Bhadauria

(Ind) 53.38:" 3. Muhammad
Javed [Pak) 52.28.
Hammer throw: 1. J S

Waraich (Ind) 62.12; 2. Agarab
Abbas (Pak) 61.79: 3. Rajesh
Bharadwaj (Ind) 61.36.

Long jump:> 1. T Benildas
Fernando (SL) 7.42; 2. Banaras
Khan (Pak) 7.38; 3 M B Sadashi
Vanath (Ind) 7.23.

Women:

100m hurdles: 1, M.A.En'lyani
Kulawansa (SL} 13.73 (NMR); 2.
K Geetha (Ind) 14.36; 3. Kamala

- B Siddi (Ind) 14.69.

400m: 1. K Saramma (Ind)
53.65; 2. Shiny Wilson (Ind)
54.12; 3. Jayamani Hleperuma
(SL) 54.58.

High jump: 1. Bobby Aloy-
sius (Ind) 1.71; 2. Angela Lincy
(Ind) 1.71; 3. M Harshini Hirip-
itiva (SL) 1.65.

Volleyball results

Sports Reporter

Hosts Bangladesh and next-
door neighbours India posted
straight-sets victories in the
sixth SAF Games men's volley-
ball championship at the Mir-
pur_ indoor stadium yesterday.
* The local spikers, cheered on,

‘by the partisan crowd, downed
| the Nepalese squad 15-12, 15-

11, 15-1 in one hour and 14
minutes.

The Indians needed only 46
minutes.to demolish the Mal-
diveans 15-2, 15-1, 15-1, .

However, the match of the
day was played between the
Indian and Shri Lartkan girls.

. .The Indian wpmen started
the match strongly and clinched
the first set 15-9. But the
Lankan spikers, s
| by Rohinf Chﬂ.ndrlkl. Decptka
Kumari and Ranuka Yapa, put
up a brilliant fight in the next."
With the 5,000-capacity crowd
crying and clapping for eve
point, the Lankans ral &nmry
3-::: 1 dnrhn to take the mt-:h to
ce were a point away
from drawing level :r.:.en
forced a 15-14 lead but the In-
dians kept their cool under
pressure and with their captain
Salomi Xavier and Sangeeta
Kharwara, both strong players,
up at the net spiking with
power and pinpoint n.LLurac]r
won the next three poinll
wrap up the set.

Agart from Xavier and
Kharwara, Hemalata Urohal
and Jyotsna Gardi also played

. superbly.

The gruelling second set
seemed to wear the lean and
hungry looking Shri Lankans
down and they were completely
dominated by the stockily built
Indians. The eventual winners
won the third set withﬂut much
sweat 15-9, -

The enthralling encounter

. spanned one hour 20 minutes.,

SAF Games

wrestling on

Sports Reporter

Mizanur Rahman Khan was
the only host wrestler to make it
into the next round as the
strong grapplers from Pakistan
and India, quit expectedly,
dominated the inaugural day's
proceedings of the Sixth SAF
Games wrestling competition at

l l.htluln'purhidmr!taﬁmnwl



