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Gen Sir Philip Christison dead:

Britain's oldest army general

has died at the age of 100 alter

EM‘HMM*II‘I. the army said on Wednesday, Reuler

reports from
General Sir Phillp

who won the ctoss and

a distinguished service order, was commander-in-chief of allled
mmhm:-tmmlmmm&ummm
of the Japanese scventh area army and Lthe South Seas Fleel at

A , military historian, he became Governgr of
Castle in 1947 and oversaw the [irst of the now
world famous annual militgry tattoos in Lthe Castle grounds.

NY Times re

rter Raskin dies:

hHmimmrﬂum labour issucs for

Manhattan, said his wife, Marge.
Raskin joined the Times as a reporter in 1934, during the

worst of the Great Depression, and |
work. After World War 11 he covered the

people who sought

wrole about the hardships of

dmprn-edhbm:rmdt}xmrmptmum

Four killed in Kabul blast: A moriar

1
|
§

shopping street in cenlral Kabul Wednesday,
people and wounding more than 30, doctors
reports from Kabul.

L]

Local officials and ‘state-run Kabul radio blamed the
followers. of Prime Minister Gulbuddin llckmatyar for firing the
lone shell, that exploded above the door of a restaurant in mid-

il

'Ihmu.nltb:l were moslly people who were in the crowded
street at the time of the attack in the Mandavi area, not far from

ROK to free 1343

it would [rec
some teachers jailed for union and

Korea sadd Thursday

risoners: souh

,343 prisoners, including
political Activitics, in a

Christmas Eve amnesty, Reuter reports from Seoul.
. A Justice Ministry officlals said 174 teachers, members of
the Chonkyojo Teachers' Union, were among those o be

released.

About 1,600 teachers were sacked and many
joining a union and staging

between 1989 and 1991 for

were arrested
rallies

demanding educational reforms [rom the military-backed
government which ruled during that period.

Floods claim 6 in Malaysia: i icast

six people were

drowned as annu

monsoon rains

caused floods in Kelantan state in northeast Malaysia, police

said AP,

, reports
In the worst incident three tcen- -age girls drowned and

another was hospitalized in critical condition when the boat
they were riding to school capsized in strong currents in a river
near Kota Bahru. 400 kﬂnmetl.'n (240 midles) northeast ol here

Wednesday.

Five girls wore rescucd by andockers and the strong current

swopl away the other three.

Also In Kota Bahru onc porson

wis killed and two others

likely drowned when their car was swopt into another river in
Jelli, near Kota BBahru, Wednosday:

Attack on army patrol
in northern Iraq

WASHINGTON, Dec 23: An
inlernational military patrol
came under machine gun fire
while driving in a northern lraq
sccurity zone established for
minorily Kurds, a Defcnee De-
partment spokesman said
Wednesday night, reports AP.

No one was reported injured,
and it has’ not been confirmed
that the attackers were Iragi
forces, said the spokesman,
Marinc Maj. Steve Manuel.

A Tour-vehicle convoy carry-
ing 25 US, French, British,
Turkish and Kurdish troops
was 300 meters, aboul 1,000
feel, inside the security zone on
Tucsday afternoon’ when the

shols were fired near the town
ol Fayday, Manucl said. The Arc
wias nol returned.

In its Thursday editions, the

Washington Post quoted an
unidentified spokesman for the
US European Command as
saying the shots originated
about two kilometers (1.25
milcs) from the patrol.
llowever, allied plancs ¢n-
forcing "no-fly zones™ in north-
ern and southern Iraq have
come under anti-aircrafl fire
scveral times since the prolec-
tlon programme for Kurds and
Shi'ite Muslims h:ﬂ

than two years ago fi

cnd ol the Gulf War.

L

VERSAILLES, F'ranﬂ: dec
23: lsracli and l‘aluunlun ne-
gotiators made headway in talks
Thursday, but failed to resolve
all the disputes holding up an
israc withdrawal from parts of
the occupied territories, rcports
AP.

The sides plan further talks
in Cairo next week.

Negotiations have been
stalled by disagreements over
border chéckpoints in the Gaza
Strip and the Wesl Bank region
around Jericho, the two territo-
ries in which Palestinians will
receive autonomy under the |s-
racl-PLO accord. The two
sides have also disag over
the size of the Jericho region.

Israeli soldiers were to begin
pulling out Decembet 13 but
the withdrawal has since been
put on hold.

The talks took on renewed
urgency Wednesday, as violence
aimed at derailing the accord
again rocked the West Bank.
Palestinian assailants fired

dozens of bullets inlo a passing
car, kiling two lsraclis.

Daniel Shek, a spokesman
from the lsracli Embassy in
France, said each side pre
scnted new ideas during Lalks
‘Wednesday and Thursday at a
lhuxury hotel in Versailles.

"On some of the tssues there
is agreement, while other still
necessitate further talks, he
said, reading a joint stalement
from the two delegations. |le did
nol elaborate

Shek sail the [sraeli delega-
tfon was returning* home
Thursday for consultations, and
planned to resume talks with
the Palestinians in Cairo on
Monday.

"We were speaking aboul ev
erything — we were speaking
aboul peace,” said Ahmed.
Qurei'a, a PLO negotiator. He
said al least some progress was
made on every major issue.

Earlier rcports had hinted at
a compromise on the border

International

PLO-Israeli talks: No accord (IR
on border checkpomts

plush hotel in versaillcs, just

west of Parls.
-~ lsrael ‘radio reported
Wednesday that negotiators

were developing a formula in
which both sides would set up
border stations.

Palestinians . would be
checked at both statibns, but
lsracl negotiators werce insisling

g, -y
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A Palestinian woman brandishes a gun As she dances to celebrite the release of hu SUT T dlhat
Al-Shaher (L) in Khan Youness city in Gaza Dec 22. Tallhat was freed after he got an amnesty

f'mm the Israeli army.

— AFP photo

Bosnian peace talks resume

BRUSSELS, Dec 23: Leaders
of Bosnia's warring sides re-
sumed peace talks Thur:day
amid a flurry of accusations,
leaving little hope of breaking
the deadlock ahead of Christ-
mas, officials said, reports AP,

EC negotiator Lord Owen
said he would try to build on
the slight progress made
Wednesday during rencwed
talks with the Bosnian Serb,
Croat and Muslim leaders.

On Wednesday, 12 European
Community Foreign Ministers
failed to force a breakthrough in
the negotiations despite warn-
ing the Serbs they fact: tighter
sanctions if they do not provide
a viable state for the Muslims.

Although the warring parties

cease-fire which was to stan
Thursday, snipers were firing
heavily and numerous shells
were falling in Sarajevo.

Several cease-fires have been
signed in the 20-month Bosnian
war, immediately to be broken.

In a sign that the chances
for any agreement were shim,
Bosnian Serb and Muslim offi-
clals exchanged aceusations.

"The Muslims simply don't
want peace,” salid Bosnian Scrb
lcader Radovan Kradzic. "They
think they will eventually get
what they want on the battle
ficld and not on the négotiating
table.”

Baosnian. UN ambassador
Muhamed Sacirbey accused the
Serbs of "rolling the talks back”

by reopening some issues, in-

cluding a division of Saraj-wu
and Muslim access to the Sava’
River, which wete tefitatively
in Septémber. -
Sacirbey called it Tironic”
that Serbian President Slobo-
dan Milosevic and his Croatian

counterpart Franjo Tudjman,

the region’s chiefl power brokers
whose armies are officially not
fighting in Bosnia, have agreed
to the cease-fire.
"They implicitly admitted
their involvement in the war by

agr::i;ftnactasc-ﬂrc Sacfr-
Inmlntr:rvirw Sacirbey ac-

. cused the Russian envoy to the

talks, Vitally Churkin, of siding

with the Serbs on Wednesday

bmeuning Muslims of umlling
negotiations.

Ranariddh admits holding
secret talks with Khmers

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
Dec 23: The Prime Minister
disclosed Thu ‘that he held
sccret peace talks with the
Khmer Rouge guerilla group,
reports AP.

. Prince Norodom Ranariddh
would not specify. what he dis-
cussed with Khmer. Rodge
President Khieu Samphan last
Friday, when -Ranariddh
stopped over in Thafland en
| route to China.

Ranariddh said thecy ex-
changed proposals and that he

took the varioys suggestions to
Beijing to present to his father,
King Hnrudam Sthanouk. Si-
hanouk is being treated for

cancer in Betjing.

Ranariddh said he shared
Khicu Samphan's proposals
with National Assembly Presi-
dent Chea Sim and second
Prime Minister Hun Sen. Ra:

nariddh said he would send

their responses to Khieu Sam-

X st

set up shadow

enclaves

JERUSALEM, Dec 23: Jew-
ish settlérs of occupied Arab
lands unveiled a plan on
Wednesday to nl.ahlhg
enclaves next to 130 existing
scitlements, hoping to make it
harder for Israel's government
lo withdraw, reports Reuter.

Organisers told a news con-
"ference that Jewish settiers of
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and
the Golan Heights wuﬁ! be
joined by residents of Israel in
sciling up the new points.

Shmuel Sackett
Scptember’'s Isrcal-PLO peace
deal, giving Palestinians interim
sclf-rule and a police force, was
the foundation of a Palestinian

state that would endanger Is-
rael’'s survival.

said

“We have to wait for the af-
swer from the other side,” Ra-
nariddh said. "I.cannot tell you
more than this because Khieu
Samphan proposcd that it is
better to keep it secret and pro-
cced step by step.”

Ranariddh ecarlier said he
would not meet with the Khmer

~ Rouge president in Thailand.

Ranariddh's government was
elected in a UN organised poll in
May, and has been to en-
tice the Khmer Rouge to join the
administration. and end the in-
surgency.

The government has pro-

posed giving the guerilla group

senfor positions in the admin-
istrdtion in exchange for its sur-
render.

The Khmer Rouge killed
hundreds of thousands of Cam-
bodians during a reign of terror
in the 1970s, when it trans-
formed the country into a giant
agrarunt:-&mnmn; The group
was pus in 1978, s
lhc civil war. pREkIng

.article are all groundless,”

had agreed to a Christmas

Thailand denies
aiding Khmers

BANGKOK, Dec 23: The go-
vernment has protested a Dec
19 article in The New York Ti-
mes that said Thailand su-
pports Khmer Rouge rebels in

Cambodia, the Foreign Ministry

said Thursday, reports AP.
United Nations Ambassador
Nit Pibulsongkram denied in a
letter to the editor that his
country supports the ultra-left
guerrilla group, and said it
recognizes King Norodom Si-
hanouk's royal government.
"Allcgations contained in the
Nit
said.
+ He called The Times arlicle
"unfortunate and very unfair.”

Thailand has become in-

creasingly sensitive to such

press reports, Allegations abo-
ut the country's ties to the
guerilla group have complicated
relations with Cambodia’'s ncw
government,

. Thailand pravided t:quiﬁ-
ment, advice and sanctuary to
the gucrrillas during the civil

Wwar.

Megawati 'Sukarnoputri
elected PDI Chairperson

JAKARTA, Dec 23: M
Sukarnoputri has triumphed

| over weeks of bickering and

government manipulation to
head Indenesia’'s smallest polit-
ical party but nhscrvers say the
late president s u:1'ghter has a
fong road ahead nf her, reports
Reuter.

Megawati, daughttr
Sukarno, was chosen latc on
Wednesday at a congress in
Jakarta as leader of the In-
donesian Democratic Party,
PDI, ending a month-long tug of
war with party rebels and a
government apparently suspi-
cious of her popularity.

"(Her election) may increasc

the degree of competitiveness =~ .

within the political system but
Megawati will face numergous
challenges before the PDI could
become a significant political
party,” said one diplomat.

The PDI was meeting today
to choose an executive board,
the final obstacle to regencrat-

J ing a party that had in its briefl

egawali

of .

jee ted

but chequertd history won only
a small percentage of votes but

acquired a reputation for ln-!la;t- g

Pn:sidenl Suh&rtu i.n u'luly' re-

the Fiery Surjadi as
lcader of the party, forcing the
PD1 to hold another congress
last month.

when

Israclis recefve the same’ tr:lt
menl only at the Isreall sia
tions.

Israg]l has been concerned
Palestinian-controlled check-
points could allow militants and

to slip into the west
m‘nﬂﬂ-ﬁ.

Another issue is Is-
racl’y for access to
Palestinian-econtrolled areas
chasirig suspected

Isracli soldiers were to
withdrawing December 13,
three months after the w

ol the accord in Washingion.

The withdrawal was to be com-
pleted by April 13.

But the pullout was
and Arafat failed to bridge in a
meeting December 12. They had
pledged o meet in 10
days, bul both sides are reluc-
tant 10 go ahead with another

summit unless success is as-

sured,

‘of democracy andl respec

Myanmar rejects’
UN resolution

JAKARTA, Dec 23: Myan
mar's Forcign WMinister on
Wednesday rejected a UN reso-
lution condemning its human
rghts record and said there was
no chance that detained oppo-
sitfon leader Aung San Suu Kyt
would be freed from house ar-
rest, reporis Reuter.

Ohn Gyaw told reporters
during a visil to Indonesia that
Yangon regarded Monday's
General Assembly resolution,
which called for the restoration
t for
human rights, as interference in
Myanmar's intermal aflairs.

The resolution also called for

1 the timmediate release of Nobel

I'easce Prize winner Suu Kyi, but
Ohn Gyaw said: "She is re-.
siricted acvording to the law,

“The only restriction that we
m:i.mm:d on her is that she has
nu right o contact with outside
poeople. She was put under re-
striction because she trans-

. pressed. the law.”

Fighting leaves
68 killed 1n
Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Dee 28: Al jeust

. 68 ‘ptople were reported killed

on Wednesday in central
Bosnia's worst fighting for
months — hours before a
Christmas truce was duc Lo
take effect, reports Reuler.,
Leaders of Bosnia's warning
Scrbs, Croats and Muslims

. pledged to uphold a holiday

truce from today during a

- meeting with EC foreign minis-

ters in Brussels.

As leaders ncgotiated, Lhe
battle casualtics included at
least 24 people killed as Muslim
forces launched six separalt at-
tacks .on Croal delenders in
central Bosnia's Lasva river
valley in what UN sources do-
scribed as a well-coordinated of-
[ensive.

85 rebels killed
in Sierra Leone
since Dec 1

FREETOWN, Dec 23: Sierra

leone's army had killed 85
rebels in self-defence sin¢e the
government unilaterally de-
clared a ceasefire on D:ccmber
1,"Under-Secretary for Defence

Komba Kambo said Wednesday, -

reports AFP.

In all 891 people have been
killed in Sierra Leone since the

. government's truce in the war

against rebels in the south and
east of the country, Kambo dis-
closed,

He sald 85 were members of
the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) which has been fighting
the government for two years,

Kamba said RUF forces had
violated the ceasefire 14 times
in Pujehun and Koindu districts
near the border with Liberia. He
said rnment soldiers were
under orders not to attack but

only to retaliate agalnal'. aggres- -

sion.

Yonh:ap, reported.

century

Puyn. South Chungchong Province in South Korea, al
400 other rare artifacts including a halo from a

The Buily Star 5

the Record

Paekchae ngdnm (18 BC 660 AD) mlntodlt

mdluﬂ

statue, a gilt-bronze bracelet, gilt-bronze bells, tiles and

pottery.

AFP photo
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Sex proposition on hotline
MANILA: Police say their switchboards have been lighting up

since they installed a new hotline, but instead of re
crimes most callers insult officers or proposition them

reporis AP.

ng -
sCX,

Earlier this year, the telephone company inaugurated a " 166"

number, correspo

nding to the "911" emergency

line in the

United States, to allow police to respond quickly te crimes or

other emer

Instead, those mnnning the hotline cmnplain that mbst of the -
callers simply vent their anger at the police foree, wghich many
Fillpinos believe is corrupt and incflicient.

"These numbers ark used more by pcople with nothing better

lo do,” Chief Inspector Abaro Ronas, head of

Operation Reaction

166. He estimated half the calls were insults, 30 per cent were
pranksters and the rest women and male homosexuals offering

SCX.

ile said the most frequent message from callers was: "Damn

' you policemen, you re all thicves.”

Officials said there was no pi-m. however, to discontinue Ihr:

"service.”

Britons to eat 1.60 lakh tonnes -'
of X-mas pudding

LONDON : The British will eat 160,000 tonnes of Christmas

pudding over the next weck, and roast 13 million turkeys,

Dala

Group Mediawise Statistics, UK, said Wednesday, reports AFP.
Along with the 300 tonnes of Stillon cheese and 150 million
mince ples, they will drink 117.5 million litres of beer,, open 35
million bottles of wine and 10 million bottles of spirits. - :
They will spend a total of 750 million pounds (1.12 billion
dollars) on alcohol, spending an average of 83 pounds on food

and 43 pounds on drinks pe

per person for Christmas.

Thirty-eight and a half million Britons, or three in four, think
thcywﬂluttoomhduﬂngﬂ:e[uu\rmﬂ _

&

| N-impasse at cruclal

point' : ROK President

SEOUL, Dec 23: An impassc
over North Korea's suspected
decvelopment of nuclear
wcapons has reached an abso-
luh.l_v,r "erucial point” South Ko-
rca’'s President said Thursday,
reports AP,

President Kim Young-sam
told a Cabinet meeting that the
North’'s " nuclear programme
musl be slopped "at any cost,”
Soulth Korea's news agency,

Kim was ¢xpected to discuss
North Koarea's nuclear pro-
gramme later Thursday in a
(rfmr:ling with UN Secrelary-

¢ncral Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
who is visiling South Korea for
three days of talks before cross-
ing the heavily armed .border
with North Korea on Friday.

Boutros-Ghali has offered to
convey any messages between
the two rival Korean slates in
hopes of dclusing the nuclear
fasue,

Communist North Korea has

refused to allow int¢rnatonal
inspections of two alleged na-.
clear sites, reinforcing suspi-
cions that it is developing nu-
clear weapons. The North
maintains that its nuclear pro-
gramme is for peaceful pur-
poscs.

"We are at an absolutely

- erucial point where we have to

stop North Korea's nuclear pro-
gramme at any cost,” Yonhap

- quoled Kim as telling his Cabi-

net.

Boutros-Ghali's trip, the first
to South and North Korea by a
UN Seccrelary-General since
1979, comes as North Korea
and the United States are re-
poriedly making some progress
in talks on nuclear inspections.

The United States has asked
North Korea to allow the Intgr-
national Atomic Energy Agency,
a UN organization, rtfcmﬂmt

unimpeded inspections of seven
suspected nuclear sites,

Jewish settlers to |

WASHINGTON, Dec 23: Alle-
gations that President Clinion
uscd his security detail while
governor of Arkansas to help
arrange extramarital affairs
drew an angry denial. "They’ re
outrageous and they're not so,”
he said of the accusations,
reports AP.

"We have not done anything
wrong,” the President told the
Associated Press on Wednesday,

It was his first public comment

on charges by two Arkansas
siate troopers that they helped
Clinton meet women, booked
hotel rooms for liaisons .and
sneaked a woman into the
governor's mansion after he was
elected President.

He denied that he tried to
buy the silence of one trooper

offerjng him a job before the
:rlcpunm became public. “The

“agencies,

allegations on abuse of the state
or the federal positions [ have —
it's not true,” Clinton said.

"That absolutely did not
happen,” Clinton said firmly.

Questions about the troop-
ers’ allegations dominated three
scparate interviews Clinton
conducted as year-end assess-
menis with rters from news
fo networks and
the Arkansas media.

“It's a painful thing, espe-
cially at holiday time,” the
president said. At times, he
scemed uncomfortable talking
about the charges.

In' his interview with AP
Broadcast and other radio net-
works, the president was asked
directly by ane reporter, "So

" rone of this ever happened?”

"I have nothing else to say,”
Clinton said. Groping for words

L

from his chair in the Cabinet
Room, he hesitated and then
continued: "We .., we did, if,
the, the, I, I, the stories are just
as they have been said. They're
outrageous and they're pot so0.”
In Little Rock, troopers Roger
Perry and Larry Patterson also
met with reporters, and they
stood by their charges. "I'm
telling the truth,” Paterson said.
"I've told the complete truth, |
have no reason to lie." He said
he was willing to take a, lie de-
tector test “or any other test you
can come up with," although
his attorney said otherwise.
Perry said, "I'm scared to
death. I've never felt so alone in
my lle.” He said he decided to
come forward because "I sat
and watched him (Clinton) be-
ing packaged, med and pol-
ished for this Eﬁu ! l}mughllﬁg

American people ought to know
this man.”

A third trooper, Danny Fer-
guson, issued a stalement
through his attorncy saying
that "President Clinton necver
offered or indicated a willing-
ness to offer any trooper a job
in exchange for silence or helg
in shaping tHeir stories.”

The attorney for Perry and
Patterson, CIT Jackson, has
said Ferguson was one of the
troopers to whom Clinton ol-
fered jobs.

Clinton refused tg discuss
the sexual charges in any delail,
saying he did mot want 1o po
beyond a statement issugd
carlicr by adviser Bruce Lindsey
calling the allegations
"ridiculous.”

lillary Rodham Clinton, in
an interview a day earlier, told

AP the accusations agninul. her
husband were "outrageous, ter-
rible slories that people plant
for pnlim:al and financial rea-
sons."

Declining to respond specifi-
cally on Wednésday, Clinton
said, swe put out a strong
stiilement about it and | don't

rcally have anything to add to
what has been said in our writ-
len statement or what Hillary
said yesterday.”

Asked if he had enemies in
Little Rock who were trying to
destroy him, the president
chuckled and said, "l don't’
have anylhing to say Lo add 1o
w;mli.i been said. | think what |
should do is keep work
ing the best | can at nwuphdphl

juul—lhnu:mthﬁq to add to

whalt's been said
Asked why ht didn’t deny all

Clinton says state troopers’ allegations outrageous |

" the allegations in "simple, clear
language,® the president said, 1
think we have cleared it up. ... |
just think it is not appropriate
in a situation like this for me Lo
do much more than I am doing.
What | need to do is just keep
working at my job and keep go-
ing on. Apparently in the world
we live in things like this hap-
pen.”

Oné questioner asked Clin-
ton, "Specifically, was there an
abuse of your authority, your
power as governor?” "No,” the
president sald, "and | have
nothing Lo add to whal | said in
my stalement.

Asked I Secret Service
ts had ever been asked "to

agen
do any of the things the troop-
ers have alleged,” Clinton said,

"No."

|
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6 drug smugglers
held in Ukraine
LONDON, Dec 23: Ukrainfan

authoritics have arrested six
pcople involved in a plot to

‘smuggle 300 grams of a "highly

radioactive material” out eof
Ukraine, Ukrainian Radio said

‘Wednesday, citing the Interfor

Ministry, reports AFT

In a repod  monitored here
by the BBC, the radio said an
clite anti-terrorist unit from
Odessa, together with Black Sca
sceunity forees, scized 60 scaled
glass ampoules” wortly more
than one million dollars

Scveral weapons and 100
kilograms of meroury wore also
found, the report said, although
it did not say where the raid
ok place, did not specily what
kind of radioactive material was
involved, and did not say where
it was bound.



