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Straight Talk at the
DCs' Conference

The Deputy Commissioners' conference which
ended in the city yesterday was featured by some
straight talk. The briefing session chaired by the

Cabinet Secretary just prior to the inauguration of
the conference by the Prime Minister was marked

by a recital of some functional difficulties by a few
DCs. This was reportedly in reaction to a reminder
that various ministerial targets have remained un-
fulfilled. |

The Prime Minister hersell was strikingly
straightforward in her inaugural address to the
conference. She was even circumspect and self-ef-

. She said to the eflect that the entire admin-
would have to answer for any negligence

of duties if it were to push the nation hackwards.
The other point she emphasised related to the en-
forcement of the anti-terrorism law. She urged the
officials to ensure strict and impartial application
of the law that gave s“tEpir% ers to the police
rendering it harsh, as it is. She called for such a
qualified enforcement of the law for the purpose of
creating a climate conducive to economic invest-
ments. .

While welco her concern for the judicious

application of the law we believe the res c}nsibﬂilr

r government does not end by making a call
for it. She has to ensure through her own mecha-
nism — and she can rely on a number of agen-
‘ciles— that her directive for an impartial enforce-
ment of the anti-terrorism law is implemented. And
if the opposition can cite specific instances of the
abuse of the law these must be gone into.

On an overall basis. the allegations being heard
from time to time against excessive use of the law
make it a fit subject for unrelenting monitoring and
periodic reviews. After all the onus lies with Lhe
governmernt to prove that the extraordinary law was
nec :
On a functional plane, the DCs pointed oul they .
remained busy with political programmes al Lhe
expense ol development functioning. They blamed
the slow-down of work on political 'hassles' and the
paralytic effect of the Prokrichi's conflict with them.
~ As a sign of political ifiterference, they allt;l%sd
transfers on incurring displeasure of MPs. 0
ministers hailing from the same district could give
differing advice in a single maliter, some of them
complained, with candour.

ere is no dcnmlhe administrative paralysis
caused by the Prokrichi — BCS (Admn) cadre war-
fare. The issue usly has some tirne-consu
aspects to its resolution, Does it mean that it
serve as an expedient excuse ad infinitum for any
administrative malfunctioning? So, the rationale is
compelling to bring the crisis (o a speedy end with
political intervention at the highest level.

So far as the complaints ol any undue political
interference in administration goes, one can only
seek relief in the Prime Minister's repeated assur-
ances to the officials that they need not fear any
retribution if they act neutrally. Obviously she has
to find out now whether her verhal encouragement
to the officials to function freely and fairly is being
actually acted upon lower down the hierarchy.

S. Africa's Choice

South Africa is on its way to making history.
With the endorsement of a new constitution in the
white-dominated parliaiment on Wednesday — giv-
ing blacks and whites equal rights for the first time
in history — the country has advanced a step
closer to the goal of transition from apartheid to
democracy. Earlier, the other notable agreement
reached between the government of President F W
de Klerk and the Alrican National Congress (ANC)
was on the constitution of a committiee empowering
it to supersede the government on_disputed mat-
ters relating to election during the transition pe-
riod. All this augurs well. )

However. the key guestion concerns the holding
of the April 27 election peacefully and to that end
all these exercises will be of immmense help but,
unfortunately. not enough. The reason is clearly
the failure of the country's contending parties to
sink their differences across the table. Apart from

the ruling-National Party &nd the ANC, Inkatha !

Freedom Parly and the pro-apartheid Conservative
Party are the forces (o reckon with and the opposi-
tion of the last (wo parlies to the constitution car-
ries in itself a threatl of widespread violence. South
Africa’s record on politicaPmurder is hardly rivalled
anywhere: no less than 13.000 such murders have
taken place since Mandela's release {from prison in
1990.

Evidently, the path to S. Africa’'s first multi-racial
election is fraught with danger. The opponents of
the deal between the ANC and the government
may not reverse the course of history, now,in the
making, but at least they have, admittedly, enough

power to make the process more painful than

seems necessary. Had Lhey seen reason, the his-
toric moments for the country could be fittingly te-
deemed. But the uncompromising attitudes of the
white right-wing groups have even led to their

preparation for a possible war. The discovery of a |

huge catche of arms, including mortars and rocket
launchers, recently pointed 1o a chilling prospect.

There is little indication that the Klerk govern-
ment or the international community has taken the
threat seriously and is bracing up to the task. For a
country having little experience with election;
ground preparation [pr the occasion is as important
" as the actual holding ol the election. Almost half of
the country's workforce cannot read. The cam-

paign, let alone the exercise of {ranchise, is not ex-
' pected to be orderly and peaceful if the fear of the
backlash from the opponents has not been re-
moved. The UN peace-keepers did the job marvel-
lously well in Cambodia. The challenges of holding
a free and fair election in S, Africa is no less — if
not more — daunting. Involvement of international
monitoring and peace-keeping organisations
should be ensured much ahead ol the polls.

After all this has been ensured, Lhe elected gov-
ernment, almost sure {o be headcd by ANC Presi-
dent Nelson Maridela, will be in a position to set
about the task of minding the business of gover-
nance with confidence. Hopes ol the black South
Alricans have been raiscd lo a dizzying height but
the difference between them and their White coun-
terparts is huge in terms of living standard. Eco-
nomic equality will not be achieved soon, yet the
new government must slart the process of bridging
the yawning gaps.*

HILE their -
ments are mired in

th Asian water experts are
getting together on their own to
Mm&lmﬂm-

* In a unique experiment

I called "The Patna ‘initiative,

named after the capital of the
Indian state of Bithar, non-gov-
ernment water experts Irom

Nepal's Royal Nepal Academy of
Science and Technology

(RONAST) and Patna Univer-
sity's Centre for Water Re-

"Water is a critical resource
which can bring pment to
Bihar which is one of India's
poorest states,” says T Prasad of
CWRS. "Proper use of water for
frrigation alone promises a ten
per cent increase in the state's

sagricultural yield."

The Bihar-Nepal group plans
to take up studies on the differ-
ent river systems of the Hi-
malaya-Ganges basin to draw
up development guidelines
based on scientific and eco-
nomic criteria.

"We will work on publicly
available documents based on
pure science and with open
minds,” says Dipak Gyawali of

RONAST. "There should be .

more respect for scientific truth
is all we are trying to say.”

. The Kosi originates in Tibet
and cuts through the Himalaya
near Mt Everest in a series of
stupendous gorges and fans out
into the Bihar plains. Because
of its furious floods the Kosi has
long been known as The Sorrow
of Bihar'.

The Indian government has
built over 3,400 km of em-
bankments in Bihar over the

past three decades, but
say siltation has the
Kosi's river-bed higher than the

surrounding land — making a
catastrophe inevitable in the
near future.

“Ours is a mnldtm-h:lu:-
i process o start wor
zh who are directly af-

floods. The real down-
stream or sufferers
are not the living in na-
tional capitals,” says Nepali wa-

Htpnllni:l Indian experts
say region-wide studies incor-
porating Bangladesh would be
the next step.

i the Ganges River basin en-
comipassing Nepal, eastern In-
dia and Bangladesh was a
scparate country, it would have
about 400 million people. It
would also be the poorest on
earth.

The three countries share
literacy levels, infant mortality
rates and life ex jes that
are inferfor even by South Asian
standards. But ironically, this is
also the richest aréa bf the
world in potental hydro- power.

The fast-flowing rivers that
drain the Himalaya in Nepal
contribute 71 per cent of the
dry season flow of the Ganges
as it meanders across the In-,
dian states of Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar and into esh,

But the three countries have
hot even started talking about
sharing the region's water
wealth, and existing bilateral
projects are bogged down in
controversy. :

Nepal's problem is that is
has too much hydro-power, but

cannot afford to build dams on -

its own. The landlocked country

Kathmandu

has a feasible potential to gen-
erate some 45,000 megawatts of
electricity. It has tapped only
250 megawatts,

Impatient with gridlocked governments,
South Asian water experts are getting to-
gether to plan joint projects. Binod Bhat-
tarai of Inter Press Service reports from

Every monsoon,
rivers burst out af the moun-

Nepal's

tains and submerge huge tracts
of the north Indian plains and

India and Bangladesh have
not even been able to agree on
how to share the waters of the
Ganges at 4 border barrage at’
Farakka during the dry scason.
Its last agreement expired in
1988,

Bangladesh, which suflers
the: most from annual floods,
has called for a regional dia-
logue ever since the great del-
uge of 1988 in which three-
fourths of the country was
submerged and a staggering 33
million people were made tem-

porarily homeless.

"The rivers flow through
Nepal and India and reach
Bangladesh. We have always
wanted that development of wa-
ter resources should be done
through discussions, negotia
tions and dialogue,” Bangladesh
premier prime minister Khaleda
Zia sald during a recent visit
here.

But India has opposed re-
gional talks, preferring to deal
with Nepal and Bangladesh

separately.
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While governments dither,
walter experis in Kaithmandu,
Patna and Dhaka are increas-
how the
during the next
rainy season. A barrage built on
the Nepal border in 950 s
silted up and has no flood con-

trol capability left.

The Kosi has been shifting
westwards across the Bihar
plains at the rate of one kilome-
ter per year for the paft 120
years, and a breach on ils em-
bankments could wipe out en-
tire cities that have sprung up
along old river beds, scientists
say.

When the Kosi last over-
flowed its levees six years ago,
33 of Bihar's 39 districts were

engulfed.

Non-governmental experts
from Nepal and India say uniess
politicians- stop playing games
and look for feasible solutions,
the next Bihar flood could be
even more devastating,

Says Prasad: 'D'c'lﬂlu.': the
mutuality of interest to

water, optimal development has
not taken place because of

political and other priorities.”

GATT Set
Go

All the daily newspapérs of
the world headlined GATT's
last-minute deliverance from an
impasse created by the US and

- the EC. Readers are aware that

the baby so reborm was an end-
product of some unanticipated
and unresolved haggling at the
fag end of 116 nations’ partici-
pation in 7-year-long parleys.
This 8th round of GATT ended
breeding more hopes than de-
spair all over the world because,
unlike other rounds of talks,
the Uruguay Round had in its
orbit the most vital sector for
many developing countries —
agriculture. As is well known,
the potential supremacy of agri-
cultural products and mer-
chandise of the developing
countries has remained unreal-
ized unfortunately due to heavy
subsidisation by the developed

-and their protectionist mea-

sures. After the Geneva trade
accord it is expected that agri-
cultural production and trade

would take place through relo-

cation of resources as per the
theory of comparative costs and
not by any artificially created
sclf-stimulus. The manufactur-
ing exports and imports are

likely to face further tariff cuts.

The GATT secretariat as-
sumes that the deal would add
about US$750 billion a year to
world merchandise trade by the
year 2005. If services trade are
included, the gain might be
even higher than being specu-
lated. The most remarkable
achievement appears to be a
no’ to growing protectionism
that tended to squeeze the vol-
ume of world trade, distort allo-
cation of resources and hinder
economic

-However, all that glitters
may not be gold. The GATT

-
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Short News, Long Views

by Abdul Bayes

talks mainly focused on quanti-
tative restrictions and far less
on non-tariff barriers. Even i
duties are reduced by, say,
10%, non-tariff excuses could
deter the flow of trade many

times more. Again, there looms . ogy or that of nature, migh

large the apprehension that the
success so achieved would
‘'mainly benefit the 'bigs’ but the
'smalls' have to wait in the side
lines as before. This frustrating
note has already been ex-
pressed by many LDCs as well
as by LLDCs. Is the bright hope
to glimmer? Only coming days

cap answer.

 Pak GDP
Nosedives to
3%

The Daily Star of 13 Decem-
ber 1993 reported that Pak-
istan's GDP nosedived to 3% as
compared to the target of a little
over 6%. The realized growth

rate appeared to match. the

population growth rate with no
change in the per capita index.
The growth rate is assumed to
be threshed, according to. the
Central Bank Report, by the
performance of the
agricultural sector that posited
a negative growth of 4%
induced by a 12% fall in the
production of major crops e.g.
cotton, rice and sugarcane,

- Pakistan is one of the SAARC

~countries that has been experi-

encing a higher growth rate
than other partners of SAARC
and it is thought to have devel-
oped a strong industrial base.
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" accepted. However, all communica-

Do or die?
Sir, It was not the end of the

- universe, nor was it the death of

cricket in Bangladesh, because
it was a test — of prowess
at the rockbottom — and a just

for the Bangladeshi
learners who have to bank on

what they mastered from the

recent study tours nextdoors

and special interactiong at
. home with the pcrl’ect"nlrm:gﬂl
in the Test community. -

Never mind the defeats in
India and Shri Lanka that

hi smarties brought .

back home from their expedi-
tion, for everything happened
out in their neighbours’
grounds was meant to be of ed-
ucational sessions for the pun-
dit's pupils on the road td the
close encounter of the first
- Back on home sofil, Test in-
fants Zimbabwe proved to be
mature enough for the Test-ex-

- pectant hosts, no matter what

the odds were.
In ordeg for the Bangladeshi

Gullivers (back in the Asian -

Brobdingnags' territory once
more] to have what will be
needed to get the asking rate
ever with to pass out of the up-
coming qualifier, more trials at
the first class matches will be
?lpm develop aptitude of the
0-0r- the next

World Cup. -
"Although ¢an tell for
how the

sure when an

Bangladeshi cricket maniacs
will make it to the Test wicket,
the domestic cricket watchers
will keep their fingers crossed

(to witness them in action
among the World Cuppers).

s M Rahman

Zila School Road, Mymensingh

‘n_.. Confused Deshi"

‘Sir, It has been quite inler-
esting,’ though at times quite
disturbingly so, to "listen” to
the confessions of a self-de-
clared Bangladeshi Born

" Confused Deshi in The Daily

Star Weekend Magazine. One
*can hardly be blamed for not
knowing that such a 'specics’
can exist (no offense intended!)
let alone their predicamenis, -

Madame, your name itself
can be quite a considerable
source of confusion, though [.
am sure you were not properly
consulted, when the decision to

"that effect was taken. None of

us were, for that matter. One,
however, wonders whether such
a practice could have com-
pounded or resolved confusions
relating to appellations. In fact
it so happened (to be quite
honest), that as | was glancing
the paper casually, [ first
thought the piece have becn
composed by two persons. |
take the entire blame, if there is
any, but come to think of it, my
ﬁ lady, you have at least
able to confuse someonce,

The frustrating news seems
only to lend the lesson that any
move to induce a higher growth
rate without a proper treatment

to agricultural* sector, either
from the standpoint of technol-

t re-

coil. Agriculture still is the
linchpin of sustainable growth
and development in this part of

the world.

Reduction in

the Use of
Fertilizer in
Dinajpur
The Sangbad on 16 Decem-

ber 1993 reported a decline in
the per acre yield of the major

~ paddy crop, Aman, in-greater

Dinajpur district which is fa-
mous for rice production in
Bangladesh. Why? The report
suspects that a fall in the use of
chemical fertilizer by 30-40%
might have caused the debacle.
And the decline in the use of
fertilizer is reported to have em-
anated from an unfavourable
price ratio between paddy and
fertilizer, experienced by farm-
ers over the last season or so.
What happened to Aman pro-
duction might also stalk the en-

suing boro season with boro

and wheat to come, the same
report apprehends. The report
carries weight for the fact that
the revelation is the result of a
survay on as many as 5000
farmers by the Agricultural Di-
rectorate of pur. :
Policy-makers in our country

e ——————

v —

————————— iy —.

e T e e i .
T g e i i e e g Ry S i e ———, 4 ey~ ity o Wy

e e B — e ———T—

without taking any responsibil-

ity for it}

If one simply chooses to jux-
tapose your oriental back
ground against your occidental
cxposure, one cannot,

afraid, fully comprehend the in-
tricacies of your confusions.
After all there have been many,
cven among the average en-
lightened selbalteins, not to
-spcak of sublime personalities,
of recent and immediate past,
for whom the western enlight-
enment did not come as a
source of confusion. What hap-
pened presumably in your case,
madame, is that you perhaps
had: a sort of premature expo-
sure — it had happened at a
time when what you term as
your roots were not defined.
Note that in many cases the se-
guence really does not or rather
did not matter — the most no-
table of them are perhaps to-
day's Indian English writers,
But most of them, again, are
writing about India. | suppose
you are right, madame, one
cannot at the end of the day
deny one's roots, -

Sceing from this perspective,
madame, you certainly show
considerable promises, After all,
identifying the sources of con-
fusion is the first — and.some
say foremost — step to remove
it. And one must admit that you
have done a pretty good job at
that. Even | would go to the ex-
tent of saying that your conles-
sions really did not sound like
those of a confused person
{though | must point out |1 am
not a professional confessjanal
listener — there are people with
adcequate and often intimidating
expertise for that job).

When one listens to the duet
of Ravi Shankar and Yehudi

‘Menuhin, one cannot simply
consider oneselPto be a believer

o

1 am

tend to argue that gross sales of

fertilizer has been on an in-
crease over the years and that
probably belies the higher price-
lower demand theory of eco-
nomics. However, the observed
phenomenon does appear to be

in consort with the principles of

micro economics. Total demand
for fertilizer might have gone up
v due to # greater horizontal ex-

pansion of the fertilizer-using

crops over the years. But the
price effec{ has been corre-
spondingly pronounced with the
intensity of fertilizer use which
is one of the major determi-
nants of the per acre yield. In a

land-scarce country like.ours, a

decline in the per acre yield is
anything but soothing news es-'
pecially in the face of a falling
paddy price. The apparent au-
tarky in food production is more
of a nature’s gift than the fruit
of technological progress in
farming. To ensure sustainable
growth in agriculture, more care
needs to be taken for the proper
usc of modern inputs like fertil-
izer. Otherwise, as it happened
in Pakistan, the
here could also nosedive, today
Or to-morrow. C

Senior
Officials Lose
Jobs

The Sangbad on 11 Decem-~

 ber reported that a total of 94
senior officials had been asked

to quit their jobs in South Korea

and 140 more wamed to mend

their ways. The crusade agairist

growth rate

illcgal possession of wealth by
the public servants as also
against the bureaucratic ma-
nocuvres to wriggle out of it
secmed to have made for the
resignations, as could be
guessed from the report. It may
be mentioned here that three
ministers along with a batch of
senfor civil, military and judicial
officers were earlier forced out
of office following different
charges brought against them
by the government.

Our own chronjcle of cru-
sadcs against corruption tended
to show that vows were taken
by successive governments to
weed out corruption closely on
the " heels eof their assuming
power. And some scratches
were made on the hot fron but
with the passage of time the
iron cooled down — making it
harder for any strike really. A
further disconcerting thing is
that excepting a very few, most
of those charged, appeared to
be political personalitjes. But
later, the turn-around of politics
seemed to acquit them of the
charges and sometimes be even
rewarded, What more, constant
factor in the domain of

‘government has been that
highly placed public servants.

remained untouched despite
the’ fact that charges of rampant
corruption against some of
them had been aired from time
to time. Thus government

comes and government goes,

but corruption remaind. Hats
off to the S Korean government
which has shown that in the
eye of law, ministers, high or
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of the old precept 'East is east
and west is west, the twins will
ncver meet'. You people with
your challenging and chequered

background can show it is in-
deed not the case — they can
meet and they do meet.

You suggested an organisa--

tion of sorhe sort involving

BBCDS. What about a broad
of those of us

based body
who believe in-the union of east
and west? :

0 M Munzur-t-Murshed
117 Azimpur Read, Dhaka

Baridhara 'J' Block

Sir, While appreciatjng and

congratulating Mr Asiuzzaman

on his report on Baridhara 'J’

Block in your esteemed daily on
October 23, 1993, | wish to add
further information in this re-
gard.
 Eight years after allotment,
the allottees still remain de-
prived of the plots. Without

knowing the actual position of

the land (which was allotted to
others much earlier) how could

a ruling MP, or RAJUK or the
government can pledge to the

original people for derequisition
depriving the genuine allottees?

The mischief created by
RAJUK during Ershad regime

should not be repeated now,
maybe to satisfy
MP, depriving 360 allottees.

Without takiéng possession of
the land in 'J' Block, how could
RAJUK invite applications for

the plots -of lands, and enter in
so many formalities with the
allottees, and allot the so called
plots and take all the price of

plots in a single instalment (in
case of four instalments with
added interests)? In other areas

of the city, RAJUK handed over

-a single local

e —
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plots after receiving the first
instalment. Now they say they
have no land in Baridhara 'J'
Block. RAJUK supplied maps
with names and numbers of
roads and plots. For the mis-

chief or misthke done by

RAJUK, only RAJUK should be
penalised, not the allottees.

The original owners
(peasants) sold their lands long
ago. These were virtually sold
and ‘'resold a few times,
Therefore the original owners
would not be available.

Some lands in that area, it is
hard, were bought by RAJUK
people under assumed names.
May be anticipating dirty play
by RAJUK, some¢ allottees sold
their papers of plots at 15 lac
Taka for 5-katha plots. .

Now it is assumed that the
two.groups (RAJUK people and
who purchased the allotment
papers) along with the local MP
are trying to grab 'J' Block to-
tally.

Was it an election pledge?
Even if so, should the govern-
ment move according to an
election pledge given to people
by an MP depriving 359 allol-
tees, it would not be an act of a
To solve this problem is not
so hard. There are 50 acres of
land besides 32 acres intended
to be derequisitioned by the lo-
cal MP. There are 359 allottecs
needing 2961.756 decimals out
of 4841.75 decimals [less than
50 acres) at an average of 5
kathas or 8,25 decimals per al-
lottee. The excess 1980 deci-
mals may be utilised for roads,
supermarkets and public utility
works. If 1980 decimals of land
is not sufficfent for these pur-
poses, then necessary land
should be released from that 32
acres intended to be derequisi-
tioned. A’ and take' formula

can easily bring good rtsults.

low officials are equal and fur-
ther that such a corrective ac-
tion elevates government's im-
age rather than meting it. We
have been taught a lesson by
South Korea. Why not take the
cue?

Private
Housing Bank

The Financial Express on 19,
1993 : stated that a private
housing bank was likely to be
set up soon with active support
from the ment. The pro-
posed housing bank is eéxpected
to be an answer to the acute
housing problem in the
metropolitan and other cities.

According to the report, gov-
ernment would have a share of
70% of the proposed paid-up
capital while the rest will be
subscribed in the private sector.
To be run on a commercial ba-
#is, the proposed bank is likely
to charge an interest rate of
15%. :

The disarray in which the
House Building Finance Corpo-
ration finds itself s as well
known as the distress of those
secking housing facilities in the
city. In. the past, the problems
of fimance, be it in agriculture,
industry or house building,
were sought to be faced more by
reducing the price 'of capital
whereas supply or availability of
credit in time and at lower
transaction costs never seemed
to occupy the agenda of policy-
makers. As a result, credit fa-
cilities were mostly reaped by
those who were adept in the art
of manipulation required to
avail themselves of sueh credit.
It is hoped that the current idea
of a private housing bank, #f
materfalised with appropriate
supporting devices, might
lessen the burden to a larger

‘extent.

N T

The Hon'ble Minister for
Works reportedly has given as-
surance to solve the problem
and to do it within the shortest
possible time. The allottees will
remain thankful to the llon'ble
Minister for his gesture,
and gratefdl for a just and earli-

est solution.
Vox populi

BTV second chaﬁhel

Sir, With the development of
tech , it is now easy to see¢
different TV programmes of
other countries. Dish antenna
facility is now available in every
locality. Our people are :npﬁzﬁ
ZeeTV, Star TV programmes
day long. Star TV is also pro-
ducing a separate TV pro-

channel in the name of
Music Television. The music
programme may erode the
moralities of our youngsters.
Some of the programmes are
not suitable for our taste. We
have got a cultural heritage of
our own. If our boys and girls
switch over to foreign TV pro-
grammes, then they may forget
their own culture.

| know there are many
things which we can learn from
the transmission of TVs.
But these TVs have also got

negative sides that may
spoil our ters,

If we mm a second
channel on BTV and can offer

entertainment then our
gﬁ and girls may fruith
spend some time there.
would request the Ministry of
Information to over the
matter serfously and go for in-
troducing of a second channel
immediately for diverting our
younger generations from the
frenzy of Music TV.

Kalabagan, Dhaka .



