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Hasina addresses
docs' confee today

The [irst national mnvtnunn
of the 'Pro-Liberation Doctors’
will be held today at 9 am at the
auditorium of the En In-
slilution. Leader of the -
Hon in Parliament and Awami
League Chicl Sheikh Hasina will
address the convention as chief
gucsl, reports UNB.

BMC reopens
Dec 29

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Dec 23 : The
Barisal Sher-c-Bangla Medical
College (BMC) wil on
December 29 after a 2 -
lun unschoeduled closure, Ac-

(o the Academic Council
du:tainn loday the extra aca-
demic activitics of the medical
colicge, however, have been
lemporarfly suspended. The
medical college was closed sine
die following violent clash be-

lween the supporters of the
Bangladesh Chhatra Leag

Dal reporicdly over the writings

g[awnjlnugazﬁ:unﬂmrber

Indian shawls
seized

SAVAR, Dec 23 : Police
scized smuggled Indian shawls
worth about Tk 75,000 from a
night coach coming from Ra-
jshahi ncuru:ur Bazar bus
on a tip, police raided the bus
and recoverced the contraband.

They also nabbed Sahabuddin,
32, Sukur, 28, and 30,
in this conncetion, UNB. 1
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ITwo mayors resign, “u2 (" population 11.15 crore
growth rate 2.17 pc

Two mayors of the country's
four city corporations have re-
signed ahead of the forthcoming
elections, scheduled to be heid
on January 30.

Two other mayors wﬂt resign
shortly.

Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor Mir Mohammad Nasiru-

ddin formally announced his
resignation at a press con-
ference at his office while Ra-
jshahi City Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu announced his
decision at a public meeting
yesterday.

The Khulna City Mayor,
Shaikh Tayebur Rahman, will
announce his resignation at a
press conference at the Khulna

By Staff Correspondent
Press Club at Bpm today
(Friday).

Mayor Mirza Abbas of the
Dhaka City Corporation is likely
to announce his resignation be-
fore the submission of nomina-
tion papers on December 29,

sources i

The decision to resign came
at a meeting with Prime Minis-
ter and ruling party chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia on Tuesday,

sources said.

The meeting. held at the
Prime Minister's office at Tej-
gaon, was attended by all the
rhayors and other party stal-
WAartLs.

- Sources at the meeting said,
the majority of the senior mem-

2 others to follow

self during the 1991 pariia-
mentary elections. -
Sircar was a technocrat
minister in the cabinet until he
won the by-election.
Our Staff Comdml
from Chit
ruddin told the m nnn
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H h bnjram I{ulawansa DfShn Lankﬂ seen close to l;he tauch line in the 100m hurdl-unfth Snt-h BAFGMIIHD lepur

Stadium yesterday. She easily won the gold medal in a time of 13.73 seconds, a new mut. record.

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition parties |
country yesterday termed

of the
the resignation of the city cor-

poration mayors before the polls

as a primary victory of the peo-

:'l aspiration for a free and
r

talking to The Dally Star last
night said, the mayors had re-
signed in response to the de
mand from almost all the op-
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BSRS role undefined for 8 yrs

The Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha (BSRS), one of Lthe six
DFls of the country, remained
busy with the recovery ol non-
performing loans during the last
eight years and very recently
with the rehabilitation of some
sick projects, according to offi-
cial sources.

The BSRS is neither being
privatised or converted into’a
commercial bank, as decided
carlier by the government, nor
is it its due role as a
Development Financing
Institution (DFT).

The activities of the BSRS as
a DFT came to a halt in March
1985 when the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), asked the
corporation not to finance the
projects against the backdrop of
its poor loan recovery and sick-
ness of many projects it fi-
nanced. :

The government in a Mcmo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) with the ADB and some

other donor ncies, includi
the UNDP the IDA,

to improve the situation by tak-
ing measurces.

In September 1090, lhe

By Sohel Manzur

ADB, in response 1o a govern-
ment request for lifting the em-

bargo on the BSRS offered some -

advice as preconditions for the
proposed lifting.

The conditions included pri-
valisation of at lcast 51 per
cent share of the BSRS in two
years, and f[inalisation of a
pragmatic operating policy for
the DF1 providing it with addi-
tional functions of a commercial
bank.

The ADB also suggested that
the appointment of the Manag-
ing Director of the BSRS be
made by its Board of Directors,
not by the government. As per
the suggestion of the ADB, the
government decided to privatise
the BSRS and hand over all its
shares and undertakings to a
public limited co . the De-
velopment Bank Limited (DBL),
which according to its memo-
randum and articles of associa-
tion has got registration to act
as a bank besides [inancing for
industrialisation. According to
the memorandum and articles
of association, the DBL fs sup-
posed to provide 80 per cent of
its disburseable loan as term

loan for the industrial sector.
The process, however, came
to a total halt just before the
handing over ceremony of the
shares and of the
BSRS to the DBL in April this
yurﬂmt}tmal'm

financed projec
the petition mmnﬂ lee u!' lhc

Jatfya Sangsad for re-examina-
tion of the net worth of the DFI
before handing over its shares
and undertaking to the DBL
The BSRS was being handed
over for Tk 83 crore, but the en-
treprencurs claimed be the
value would be much more.

The entreprencurs of Lhe
BSRS-linanced projects also
questioned the procedure of
sclling oul the institution claim-
ing it was being done to scrve
the interest of a vested gruug..‘

Mcanwhile, the BSRS
been making desperate cfforts
to realise all fts outstanding
loans by taking over the default-
ing s through invocation
of the Article 34 of the BSRS
Order, 18972.

In most cases, the delaulting
projects are part of the 1666

See Page 12 Col 3
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Castro 4 ddu ghter
takes asylum

in US

WASIIINGTON, Dec 23: The
daughter of Cuban President

Fidcl Castro has left Cuba and

been granted asylum in the
United Stalces, a State Depart-
ment oflicial said Wndmdly.
rvports AFP.

Alina Fernandez, in her late
30s, left Cuba on Monday for
Spain and flew to Atlanta,
Georgia on Tucsday, the official
said privatcly.

She ket a weenaged daughter
bechind in Cuba, where the
standard of living has deterio-
rated sicadily since the breakup
of the Sovict, Unfon cut off
Cuba's fucl supply.

Cable News Network re-
poried that Fernandez was in
Washinglon. Jose Cardenas of
the Cuban Amecrican National

‘oundation said she would wait
several days before speaking
publicly.

Representative Lincoln Diaz
Balart, a Florida Republican,
said Fernandez's decision was

Sce Page 12 Col 7 -

Drop family name, N usrat asks Benazzr

Benazir Bhutto

KARACHI, Dec 23: The rift
between Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutte and her
mother widened today when
Nusrat Bhutto ordered her
daughter to drop the charis-
matic family name and go by
her married name, reports
Reuter.

“Why is she retaining the
name of Bhutto?” Nusrat
Bhutto told a news conference.
"She should drop it.

An angry Nusrat Bhutlo said
the Prime Minister should now
use the name of her husband,
Asif Ali Zardari, and abandon
her maiden name, inherited
from her famous father Pak-
istan's first popularly elected
Prime Minister, Zulfikar Al
Bhutto. :

"She should address herself
as Benazir Zardari and not as
Benazir Bhutto,” Nusrat Bhutto

Simmtring rivalry belween
mother and daughter ¢rupted
into a split in Pakistan's first
family early this month when
the 40-year-old Benazir ousted
her mother as chairperson of
the ruling Pakistan People's
Patty (PPP) and had hersell
clected as the sole head of the
‘party.

Nusrat, 63, said she would
challenge her daughter's effec-
tive internal coup and ac-
cused the Prime Minister of call-
ing the PPP’s first internal elec-
tions since its formation in
1967 to a cover for
1% only to provide

“This will not be an election
but a selection,” Nusrat said.

The ousted PPP chatrperson
said she had been nominated
for life by her husband shortly

See Page 12 Col 6

population has

mounted

thousand and 185 with annual

growth rate of 2.17 per cent,

according to a 199)
reports UNB.

ﬂlnmﬁ.ﬂl.liﬂlm

h 11, 199],

the annual rate as com-
pared (o the 1981 census stood
al 2.0]1 per cent. Bul it was
found that somehow or other

Atllteutdol’nulhtrddl ol
medal m:tnmmnfthtsmh
SAF Games, the superpowers of
the biennial sporting contest
have really waken up to the
Lask at hand. W ring
of medals falling into the Indian
coffers reverberated through the
air. The medal haul of the
Indian increased at a break-

speed
medals were gar-
them at the end of the

1.
4

:

| day yesterday. Besides the 24

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today said her mment
is determined to construct the
Jamuna multipurpose bridge
for improving the country's
communication network and-”
speed up the pace of develop-
ment, reports UNB.

"We will build the bridge to
cnsure development and im-
prove road communication in
the country’s northern region,”
she told a public meeting
e HJl;“lll.- g!::;:d Ka
Degree College in Ka-
markhand thana this afiernoon.

She instructed the local law
enforcing agencies to nab the
terrorists and trouble mongers
irrespective of their party aflili-
ation to bring peace in social

S the need for reduc-
ing dependency on external as-
sistance, she said, "No more

pendency on foreign ald. We
tw: lo increase production to
exporl and expund the area of
our lrade to earn foreign cur-
rency for our develo

Presided over by Thana BNP
pn:ndcnt Jamat AH, the mu:t-

~ lfe.

s
to 11 crore 14 lakh 66

population

women in the

and 5, 16.86.642 women -- and

48| per cent people remained

JAMTOIL, Sirajganj, Dec 23: .

a niche in

cations Minister Tariqul Islam,

Statle Minister for Establish-
ment Barrister Aminul Hugq,
party's MPs Shahidullah Khan,
Mirza Moraduzzaman, Ansar Al
Siddique, M Akbar Ali, A K M
Abdul Mannan, Yahia Khan
Majlish and Roushan Elahi, lo-
cal leaders Humayuan Islam
Khan, Nur-e-Alam Helal, Naz-
mul l{asan Rana, Shahidul
Alam Khan, Abdyl Halim,
Aminul Islam and Abdul Man-

- nan Tutul.

Referring to the
explosion, she asked
people to keep their families
small and groom up their chil-
dren as worlhy citizens 1o lake
the futurc leadership of the
country. '

Begum Zia called uponthe ¢

people 1o set up dairy firms lo
reduce on powdcred
milk. “"We spent about Tk 400
crore to' import milk. Now wc
want to import quality cattle in-
stcad of milk.”

The ' Prime Minister iukl
smuggling should be checked

See Page 12 Col 6

Sarbahara activities in
Jessore on the wane

By Asiuzzaman, back from Jhenidah

Several million people of
Greater Jessore district heaved
a sigh of relief as the armed ac-
tivists of the so-called
"Sharbahara” Party have waned
because of people's resistance,
continued police crackdown and
factional in-fighting

Not a single puliural killing
was reported during the past
three months in the area. Mur-
der was a regular occurrence
earlier in all the eight districts
of Greater Jessore, '

Some 65 people were killed
in the first six months in
Jhenidah district alone, accord-
ing to Jhenidah police statistics.
The toll in other districis was
also high. one official said but
could not provide the break-up.

+ Magura, Jessore,

The districts are Jhenidah,
Satkhira,

Kushtia, Chuadanga. Meherpur

and Narail.

Some 150 armed comrades
of different underground groups
were arrested this year in
Jhenidah with some 90 auto-
matic weapons and a huge
quantity of ammunition, police
said.

Four armed groups were ac-
tive in the region and had fre-
gquently clashed over domina-
tion of the area but one of those
has already been eliminated
while two others have also been
pushed inté a corner.

These groups are the
Biplobi Communist

See Page 12 Col 4
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US visa lottery '94

No need to

send money

abroad : BB

Star Keport

Amidst fears of a
fight of a huge amount of for-
cign exchange (forex) E“:
coun Bangladesh Bank
urged the poople pot
to respond to the advertisc-
mernits on visa jot for - '
gration to the U States,

The advertiser, a Los Angeles

iblﬂﬂl American h-,tlr lm

m“rmm- in some
ing newspapers urging the
Hangladeshi nationals o remit
to him 50 US doliars each for

the purpose of lottery for the US
imenigration visa.
Bul the US E in

Dhaka informed

Dank that the procedure for
immigration visa has not
been [inalised and a notier

See Page!2Col |

Multi-storied bk%s

A ban has been on
consiruction of rise and
mult!-storied buildings and

mast near the Tejgaon Atrport
and Zia International Alrport,

1388
The decision has boen takn

in accordance with the Interna

tional nules for sale and
take -off of aeroplance as the
civil avistion authorities have
undertaken the responsibility of
keeping in force the STOL st
viee at T Alrport, a pfuss
relcase of Civil Aviation Au-
thontes said here yeste

The ban is also
other airports — Chit
Sylhct. Jessore, Rajshahi, Say-
cdpur, Cox's Bazar, Shamsher
Nagar, Lalmenirhat, Thalkur-
gaon, Ishwardti, Barisal and
Comilla

All cencerned have been

e

. asked o seck permission from

Rajuk and Civil Aviation Au-
thorities before going for con-
struction of such buflding or
nasts.

Prokrichi action:
252 docs submit
resignation

By Staff Correspondent

Some 252 doctors, belonging
to the Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Council, Thursday
submitted their resignation let-
ters to the chairman of the
council and Medical
Association (BMA) President Dr
The Action Council, a plat-
form of some 70 thousand
fessionals of the country
waging a movement Lo p'l:ll
home their 17-point charter of
demands.

The demands include remov- -
ing service anomalies of the pro-
fessionals, making the elected
public representatives chief ex-
ecutive of the concerned min-
istries, separating the
frem the administration'
restructuring the presenl bu-
Those who submitted the
resignation letters are: Director

. General of the Health Services

Professor M Nurunnabi, Prof. A
B Bhuiyan of the Dhaka Medi-
cal College, Director of Epi-
demiological Disease Control
and Research, Dr M Enamul
Hugq, Director (Administration)
of the Health Services, Dr Fazlul
Rahman, Director, Medical Ed-
ucation. Dr AKM Nurul Anwar
and Director, Planning an De-
velopment, Dr Hosne Ara Be-
gum,

BMA General Secretary Gazi
Abdul Hug, Dr Mus Hos-
sain and Dr Z A Matin-Al Helal”
the sub-

Bangladeshis
in USA form
Farakka body

By Staff Correspondent '

Bangladeshis living in the
USA have formed a 15-member
committee on Farakka which
will try to create international

opinfon in favour of resolving

the crisis.

A press rélease faxed from
the USA yesterday said, the
‘Boston Farakka Commitiee’

headed by Dr Md Strajul Hag

was formed a seninar
on the Farakka held at
the M1 T ts Centre In

ot B-‘::lleﬂi m&
expalriate
educationists lnl others on

The members of the commit-
tee include Dr Shahjahan
Mahmud, Dr A K Abdul Momen,
Shahiduddin Ahmed, Kazi De-
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