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Prime Minister tells DCs

Enforce Anti-Terrorism
Law impartially

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ordered
the strict amnd impartial en-
forcement of the Anti-Terrorism
Law to create congenial invest-
ment climate in the country, re-
ports UNB,

"Investment will not increase
without the improvement of law
and order situation as peace,
order and stability are the
determinants of the develop-
ment process.” she told a

Commissioners' Confer-
ence-93 here jn the morning.

Inaugurating the conference
at the cabinét conference room,
the Prime Minister said the
administration will have to be
mass and welfare-oriented in
consistence with the account-
ability of the government to play
the role of development partners
of the people.

"We cannot expect develop-
ment in the industrial sector
until the law and order situa-
tion is improved in the country.”
she added.

Referring to the rising trend
of terrorism in sorne districts of
the country. Begum Zia said the
country's economic develop-
ment are being hampered due
to terrorism unleashed by mas-
tans and extortionists,

"You have a very important
role in the administrative sys-
tem as you are will acquainted
with the thinkings, hopes and
aspirations of the local people.”
the Prime Minister told the
Deputy Commissioners.

Tuming to the canal digging
programme, she said Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had
undertaken the programme for
the development of country's
agriculture and it had been able
to invoke farmers throughout
the country, but the autocratic
regime stopped the development
oriented programme.

She called for more effective
and pragmatic steps to make
the programme a success.

Relerrit Lo Lthe country s
criminal judiciary. the Prime

Minister stressed that the judi-
cial system should be improved
to ensure justice to the people.

"You must see to it that no-
body is confined in jail illegally
even for a day and take steps to
scttle the cases rapidly. Main-
tain neutrality and discharge
your duties with courage. Negli-
gence to protect provisions of
law will not be allowed,”
told the DCs.

Begum Zia said the criminal
courts of almost all the thanas
have been shifted to the district
headquarters and "l expect your
initiatives and efforts to ensure
justice in this changed situa-
tion."

About the smuggling prob-
lem, the Prime Minister said it
is a curse for the economy and
asked the DCs to take drastic
measures against this vice by
stepping up the activities of

district level anti-smuggling

comrmittees and task forces.
"Our econgmy can not be
kept hostage in the hands of a
handful of smugglers.” she said
urging the people to build up
social resistance against the

smugglers.

Begum Zia directed the DCs
to perform their duties in the
city corporation elections pro-
perly. "You have earned cre-
dibility by discharging elections
duties bestowed by the Elec-
tions Commission in different
stages and | hope you will be
able to uphold that image in the
ensuing elections.”

She urged all concerned to
remain vigilant against carrup-
tion. The time has come to era-
dicate the menace of corruption,
she said seeking active cooper-
ation from the DCs in building
up a corruption-free society.

"We should not keep our-
selves confined in rhetorics and
observing occasions. We all
have to work together. Every-
body has his own responsibility

- 1o the country.,” Begum Zia

said .
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| Dr Md Shﬂhadat All Pl‘ﬂfl—:abﬂ[‘ of the D{,pdrtment of Z{mh]gy i

(left) and Dr AAMS Arefin Siddique Associate Professor of
Journalism of the Dhaka University were elected President
and G-emral Secretary of the DUTA Executw& Committee

— Star photo

Blue sweeps DUTA polls

. From Page | Col B
spectively. .

The other elected office
bearers from the Blue Pane] are:
Professor Dr Khandker Niza-
- muddin of Geography as vice
president, Professor Dr Abul
Hasem of Accounting as trea-
surer, Professor Dr Md Abdul

Aﬂ; of Chemistry as joint secre-

thhers elected frum the
Blue panel are : Dr ATM Zahu-
rul Huq of Economic¢s, Dr ABM
Mahmud of History Depart-
ment, Dr M Mostafa Chotvdhury
of Political Science, Dr SM
Imamul Haq of Soil Science and
Dr Mesbah Uddin Ahmed of
Physics Department.
Members elected from the
‘Panel are : Dr Abdul
Chowdhury of History

Department, Dr Aminul Islani of
| BSF kidnaps three,

frees after 15 hrs

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET,; Dec 22: Three
Bangladeshi nationals kid-
napped by the BSF were
handed over to the BDR after
15 hours today.

An official source informed
that Nurul Islam, Abul Hossain
and Faruque Miah of village

Guabari Bhitorgul in Jaintapur

‘thana were kidnapped from a
paddy field in the border area
by the BSF.

BDR from Jaintapur border
ouipost went to the spot and
protested the incident and
asked the BSF to hand over fhe
kidnapped Bangladeshis. BSF
handed them over to the BDR at

2pm today.

Philosophy and KAM Saaduddin

of Sociology, while the White

‘panel members are ! Dr AFM

Yusuf Haider of Physics and Dr
Jinnatul Tahmida Begum of
Botany Department.

Following the election, the
convenor of the Blue Panel AK
Azad Chowdhury told a gather-
ing that the victory of the Blue

. panel was the victory of the pro-

liberation forces.

The Pink supporters had
nominated Dr Syed Hadiuzza-
man and Dr AHM. Aminur
Rahman as their president and
general secretary respectively.

One group of the White
Panel had nominated Dr Ziaus
Shams and Md Aminur Rah-

~man Majumder while the other

group nominated Prof Monirul
Haq and Prof Md Nurul Amin

respectively for those posts.

BSCIR p rorgect
mughgm-i[{? per cent, are in use.

There are no traces of 15 plants
while the rest are either dam-
aged or unused. Under the
project, only 16 per cent of the
targeted number of kerosene
lamps were distributed and
these are now abandoned be-
cause of non availability of glass
tubes in the villages.

The report says the tech-
nologies were not supplied as
per the demand of the villagers.
"Those who do not get two
square meals a day, do not find
any importance of improved
stoves”, it said.

Despite the failure of the
project, the authorities have
again requested for more funds
o restart the programme, ac-
cording o sources,

| of medal counting,

.From Page 1 Col 2

per lass Damiyanthi Darsha,.
took golds in the 200m dashes
for men and women respec-
tively.

Bahadur Prasad, the bril-
liant athlete whose exploits in
this Gamez was a foregone

~conclusion for his obviously su-

perior class, led the Indian
charge in athletics. The sturdy
runner from Delhi, in fact, set
new SAF records to add to his
two gold-winning efforts.
Indjans swept the pool as
well yesterday. They took all the
three golds at stake with no
other natant from the other

competing countries getting a
1 chance to have a bite,

While the- athletes and the
natants gave India a vice-like

‘| grip on the medals table, the

Indian footballers raised hopes
of a remake of the second SAF
Games held in Dhaka way back
in 1985. They played neat, sen-
sible football to beat the vastly
improved Shri Lankans com-
fortably in one of the two group
matches held yesterday.

At the end of the second day
India topped
the table with a haul of 30

gongs, including 13 golds. They

STOL operation

From Page.1 Col 7
Sylhet, Lalmonirhat, Thakur-,
gaon, Ishurdi, Barisal and
Comilla air strips are being pre-
pared for the STOL operations.

Informed sources said that
some of the companies are
ready to operate the service
from January 1 but the process
is being delayed because of
‘bureaucratic tangle’.

:}

Qazi bhahana Parveen and Farzana Shoma of Bangladesh
who won the Sixth SAF Games 50m standard team event
silver medal at the Gulshan Range yesterday. —Star photo

Booters lose

got eight silvers and nine
bronzes also.

Shri Lanka, who had fin-
ished second in the fifth Games
in Colombo two years ago, were
once again in the second posi-
tion with a haul of 19 medals,
eight of them of the glittering
metal. |
Eangl;’ldesh, who led the
medals table yesterday, . re-
mained stuck at third position
with 16 medals, including the
five golds garnered from the
brilliant efforts of shooters and
a natant on Tuesday.

India exploring
new markets for
military hardware

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: The
supply of spare parts from
,Russia for India’s Soviet made
‘arsenal has improved but New
Delhi is still exploring other
markets for military hardware,
the country’'s air force chief said
today, reports AFP.

Air chief Marshal SN Kaul
told ‘-an air force commanders'
conference here that delivery of
crucial military spares, which
virtually halted with the 1991
breakup of the Soviet Union,
had considerably improved re-
cently.

The Indian gmrernment is
also exploring international
markets to further boost sup-
plies of spare parts for its
armed forces, said the chief of
the Indian Air Force, the world's
fourth largest.

He said India will have tu
speed up indigenisation of mili-
tary spares to slash dependency

on its former east bloc allies.

No more rides on AL |§§ B\ itisist4im@ile
boat : Hasina

NILPHAMARI, Dec 22: The
Awami League will not lend
Boat, the party's election sym-
bel. to any political gquarters in
any future polls. reporis UNB.

" This was declared today by
Awami Léague chief Sheikh
Hasina referring to some of her
party's political allies whe
crossed the floor after winning
parliamentary seats with the
help of Boat as election symbol.

Addressing a big public
meeting at the local municipal-
ity ground this afternoon, the
opposition leader termed those
who c<crossed the floor as
'‘betrayer'. The meeting was
presided over by Afsar Ali
Ahmed.

Hasina said the political
turncoats served themselves in-
stead of serving the people.
"We'll row our own boat," she
said.

Candidates of the Commu-
nist Party of Bangladesh (CPB),
BKSAL, National Awaml Party
and Ganotantry Party contested
the 1991 parliamentary elec-
tions with the AL symbol, Boat.
Two MPs of CPB and one of
NAP have joined the BNP.
Among them, Mohammad
Shamsuddoha of the CPB was
elected from Nilphamari-2 con-
stituency and Abdul Hafiz of the
NAFP from Nilphamari-4. The
former joined the Gano Forum
and the latter BNP. BKSAL,
however, later merged with the
Awami League.

Hasina, also the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
termed the government corrupt
and blasted it for not allowing
the special parliamentary
committee to function for in-

vestigation of the allegation of
éorruption breught by Tofael
Ahmed MF against the Irriga-
tion Minister and the ministry.

The AL leader further ac
cused the BNP of misusing
bank loans, foreign aid in coi-
lusion with the people of previ-
ous autocratic regime and
buying the nationalised mills
and factories at throw-away
prices.

"BNP is ruining the hard-
earned democracy through its
misrule, repression and terror-
ism,” she said.

Criticising the 'subservient
foreigh policy of the present
government, Hasina said the
government 'has masters, but
no friends abroad'. which she
said had been proved with the
defeat in recent FAO election?
where Bangladesh managed
only 2 votes.

"The wrong policy of the gov-
ernment has closed down over
4,000 mills and factories, thus
throwing thousands of workers
out of jobs”, she said.

Hasina said if voted to
power, her party would set up a
school at every village, health

complex in every union, provide

subsidy on agriculture, set up
agro-based industries and cot-
tage industries.

Sheikh Hasina demanded
that the Nilphamarl munictpal-
ity be upgraded to a second-
grade municipality.

Earlier on her way to Nil-
phamari, the AL chief, on the
third day of her three-day tour
of northern districts, addressed
three other public meetings at
Kholea. Ganjipur and Kishore-

ganj.

AL polls strategy
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esp-cciaily the rullng Bang-

ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

The question of boycotting
the elections, in the face of rul-
ing party's 'no’ to AL's demand
for resignation of the sitting
mayors before the polls, might
come for discussion in the
meeting, a presidium member
told The Daily Star last night.

Rahmat Ali MP, a member of
the five men election coordina-
tion body, while talking on the
issue told The Daily Star that
his party would consistently as-
sert the demand for resignation
of the mayors.

On the other hand, a senior
party leader told this corre-
spondent, on the condition of
anonymity, that under any cir-
cumstances the AL would take
part in the city corporation
polls.

However, the presidium is
likely to adopt a resolution,
drawing the attention of the

. Chief Election Commissioner,

on the alleged efforts of the
cabinet ministers to influence

voters in contravention of the

election rules.

The AL leader alleged thal
the ministers were fresh
commitments of financial grants
in different parts of Chittagong,
Rajshahi and Khulna City Cor-
poration constituencies keeping

i in view the polls ahead.

The AL would give a memo-
randum to the Chijef Election
Commissioner Justice Abdur
Rauf in this regard soon, party
sources said. 'An emergency
meeting of the party may be
held immediately after today's
presidium meeting, a top rank-
ing leader hinted last night. The
leader observe that the deci-
sions to be taken at the presid-
ium meeting would need the

approval of the party's central
working committee.

Yeltsin plans
'serious’' reforms

MOSCOW, Dec 22: President

. -Boris Yeltsin announced today

he planned a sweeping reshuffle
and 'serious' reform of the Rus-
sian government but ruled out a
coalition and said extremists
would have no place in his ad-
ministration, reports AFP.

“The government will be se-
riously reformed.* Yeltsin stated
at his first news conference
since legislative elections on
December 12 in which ultrana-
tionalists score a stunning
upset and were set to command
a plurality in the new parlia-
ment.,

The Russian president ruled
out forming a coalition but
asserted the government would
be reduced in size,

A0NS

agree to truce
BRUSSELS, Dec 22: Serbs, Croats and Muslims in Bosnia-

Herzegovina agreed here today to a truce over the Christmas
season, Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes said He was

speaking after a meeting between
pean Community and the leaders

Bosnia, reports AFP

ministers of the Euro-
the warring parties in

Peres tries to break deadlock

PARIS, Dec 22: A confidant of lsraell Foreign Minister Shi-
mon Peres has met PLO leader Yasser Arafat in Tumnis to try to
help break a deadlock in lsraeli-Palestirian peace negotiations,
a source close to the talks sald today. Nissim Zvili, secretary-
general of Israel's ruling Labour Party, arrived in the Tunisian
capital late on Tuesday as Peres and a PLO delegation resumed
efforts to overcomne obstacles at talks in Versailles, the source

told Reuters.

New Companies Act

From Page 1 Col 7
companies”, said the ministry
source, adding: "The law and
the rules will be there and the
comparnies will have to follow

The new law would be de-
signed to prbtect the interests of
the minority share-holders; the
relationship between the Board
of Directors and share-holders
of the company would also be
clearly defined.

The proposed Act would en-
sure company Directors were
appointed by the shareholders
while the tenure for holding the
position of Directors may also
be specified.

Distribution of dividends
among the share-holders would
have to be done within a period
specified in the drafted law.

Since its introduction in
1913, the Companies Act was
amended at least ten times. To
make the law more effective and
updated. the then government
had constituted a Law Reform
Committee in 1977. The report
of that committee was sent for
scrutiny to a study team headed
by the Commerce Secretary in
1982.

According to the recommen-
dations of the reform committee
and the study team, the gov-
ernment drafted a new Compa-
nies Act in 1984 which was vet-
ted by the Law Ministry in
1986. Since the draft was in
English, the authorities were
asked to translate it into Bangla
which required another vetting
by the Law Ministry in 1987.

Afterwards, efforts in this re-
gard were slowed down while
the changes and amendments
in the Act were kept in
abeyance for quite some years.

However, the idea was re-

Khatme Nabuyat
confce postponed

The much-publicised "Tahaf-
uz-e-Khatme Nabuyat' confer-
ence scheduled for tomorrow at

the Manikmia Avenue in the -

city has been postponed,
reports UNB.

A PID handout said last
night the decision was taken in
view of the ongoing SAF Games
following a meeting of the
Tahafuz leaders with Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury yesterday afterncon. '

They will, however, hold the
grand rally on January 2 1. next.
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Delhi should cut its tariffs for fair trade : Saifur

From Page 1 Col 4
. "The Indian ta.rlﬂ" structure is
far higher compared to ours; it
is not fair. It should be pro-
gressively reduced so that we
can have a fair chance to export
to India”. :

He went on to note that
there is a perception here that
the Indian businessmen are not
fair. As an
out that Indian car dealers here
failed to réduce the price after
the tariff value was lowered last
year and similarly coal imported
from West Bengal is also being
sold at a higher price. -

“You must give us a fair deal
and not a raw deal. All we want
is fairness and | am confident
that our businessmen can take
advantage of the situation."

The Finance Minister further
added: "We must fight, we don't
want charity. We want an
equitable business climate
based on reciprocity.”

Morshed Khan called for
greater access to Bangladeshi
products in the Indian markel.
"Only by exporting a few Jam-
darni sarees and some hilsa fish
is not going to do.” :

He also urged for setting up
joint venture projects by in-
vestors from both countries.
"We should have a vested eco-
nomic interest in each other's
countries.”

Earlier, in his welcoming ad-
dress, the MCCI president de-
scribed the formation of the
joint economic committee in
January 1990 as a landmark
reflecting the efforts of the pri-
vate sectors of the two countries
to find areas of cooperation on
trade-related opportunitjes.

"For regional economic coop-

example, he pointed

eration, while commitment at
political levels is no doubt the
most important facter, it is
essential in our view, for the
representative trade bodies to
have understanding and far-
sightedness on development is-
sues,” Latifur Rahman said.’

- Referring to Bangladesh's
exports to India of 9.8 million
WS dollars in 1992-93 as
against an import of 342 million

dollars, he said. "Such adverse

balance of trade quite naturally
indicates the need for special ef-
forts at all levels.” .

He added that long-term
solution to reduce the trade
deficit lies in investment coop-
eration with suitable buy-back
arrangements. He identified the
areas where there is significant
scope for setting up joint ven-
ture projects between the two
countries as: textiles, cement,
iron and steel and mm:hmery

and spares.
Returns on such invest-

‘ments could be attractive in

view of the fiscal and other in-
centives already in place in
Bangladesh, he said. "But such
investments will materialise
only when the government of

India provides special tariff con-
cessions to Bangladeshi goods
for an agreed period of time."

He hoped the committee
would prove to be a good forum
for providing practical proposals
in this regard.

The CII president expressed
his appreciation to the MCCI for
arranging the meeting and said
“The CII is committed to push
forward trade and investment

relations between the two
countries. There is a lot of op-

portunity and this is the appro-
priate forum to take the idea:
further.”

He acknowledged that eco-

nomic relations with Bangla-
desh was not at the ‘top of
India's agenda in the past, but
added "We have to make sure
that it is in the future”. |

On behalf of the CII, Godrej

offered to hold trade fairs of

Bangladeshi products in India

. and also offered to cooperate in

the areas of management, qual-
ity control, environmental pro-
tection in industrial ventures
and other areas.

Referring to the demand for
providing tariff concessions for
Bangladeshi products, he said
"This is something we would
welcome and support”.

High Commissioner Farooq
Sobhan described the meeting
as "Very important occasion in
economic cooperation between
the two countries”.

He proposed that the com-
mittee form a task force to
identify joint venture projects to
be set up in Bangladesh, to

e the ground for a more
focused discussion at the next

Saying that imports from
India are likely to reach 450
million dollars this year, Sob-
han said "Bangladesh is one of
the fastest growing export mar-
kets for India and the logical
thing would be to gn for joint
m.ltme "

The proposal to set up a task
force was immediately accepted
by both sides and the CII presi-
dent anpnounced the name of P
K Dutt, Managing Director of
Bata India, as its co-chairman
while the MCCI president nomi-

nated Syed Manmzur Elahi, a
former president of the MCCI,
as the co-chairman from the
Bangladesh side. The task force
is expected to submit a report
within the next six months.

Farooq Sobhan fioted that .

the joint venture projects could
target the local market or for
the regional market of the

northeastern Indian states or
even for exports to third coun-

tries.

The Indian High Commis-
sioner Raghunath noted that
the government of India is very
supportive of this meeting and
said this would 'certainly lead to
a much better understanding of
the changing needs and possi-
bilities'.

"It is important to look at a
more fundamental level to re-
alise the full potentials of the
economic cooperation between
the two nations. We feel there
should be a pragmatic and very
business-like approach to the
economic relations with
Bangladesh."

He said the demand for tariff
concessions is a long-standing

one and that the government of

India is also considering it. He
noted that tariff concessions
were granted to two Bangla-
deshi items recently and with
SAPTA the prm:eau is con-
tinuing.

On the issue of setting up
joint venture projects, Raghu-
nath said 10 areas were identi-
fied and were suggested during
the Prime Minister's visit to In-
dia last year. "But nothing has
come out of those proposald.”

In his vote of thanks, the
MCCI secretary general C K Hy-
der hoped that such meetings

wuuld be held more frcquently

We will definitely be able to
find solutions to the problems
{in bilateral economic relations)
given more meetings like this,"

Later, a press briefing was
held in which delegates from
both sides explained the out-
come of the deliberations.

Referring to the question of
tariff concessions, the MCCI
president said that it would al-
low the growth of local indus-
tries because of the access to
the Indian market, as the local
market {s too small for such in-
dustries to be set up:

On the proposed South
Asian Preferential Trading Ar-
rangement (SAPTA), Godrej said
that 'all the countries have to
open up their markets ‘at the
same time, but, he added, Pak-
istan is not wiling to do so. "It
has tremendous potential and
we will support it."

Replying to a question, he
said that the fear of the smaller
economies being dominated by
India under SAPTA is un-
founded as has been in the case
of Mexico during the North
American Free Trade Arrange-
ment (NAFTA] negotiations.
"SAPTA will create inter-depen-
dence and it will be a win-win
situation for everybody."

However, Latifur Rahman
disagreed with the analogy of
Mexico, saying that its wage
level was far below those of t
United States and Canada,
while the wage level of
Bangladesh and India stand
almost at par. He urged for
measures (o allow weaker

economies (o COMNEe On an even
field.

vived again a couple of years
ago and the present govern-
ment decided to restructure the
law, for which a cabinet com-
mittee headed by the Commerce
Minister, was formed. The
committee, following detailed
scrutiny, and considering opin-
ions of the relevant quarters,
prepared the final draft which
was placed before the cabinet
last month.

The cabinet approved the
draft, but asked the Commerce
Ministry to prepare an authen-
tic version in English for the
benefit of the foreign investors

and entrepreneurs.

Bangladesh secret
dumping ground

of toxic wastes?

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh is in a vulnera-
ble position of a se-

cret dumping ground of toxic
wastes,

The warning was given by
the UBINIG, a local NGO, at a
press conference at the National
Press Club yesterday afternoon.

The speakers at the press
conference said the industrial
nations targeted countries m
Bangladesh for waste du
They called for legislation
against the entry of toxic wastes
adding that there were inade-
quate environmental laws in

After 103 less-mdustrialtsed -

couniries banned waste im-

ports, South Asian has become
the new target: of the waste
traders, called as the 'toxic col-
onizers' or 'toxic terrorists,' the
newsmen were told.

The managing director of
Ubinig Farhad Mazar said toxic
wastes are imported in the
guise of recycling' or 'economic
development'..

Mazhar claimed the US ex-
ported 49.4 and 67.7 tonnes of
plastic wastes to Bangladesh in
1992 and 1993 respectively.

Between January and Au-
gust 1993, at least five ship-
ments of plastic waste of
148,537 pounds and two ship-
ments of metal waste of 79,798
pounds were shipped to
Bangladesh from the United
States, claimed the UBINIG of-
ficials.
|  Some 1000 tons of haz-
ardous wastes containing high-
level of cadmium and lead
mixed with fertiliser were sent
from the US to Bangladesh in
1991, they alleged. After prob-
ing for two years, the govern-
ment has stopped distributing
the contaminated fertiliser.

33 mayors

From Page 1| Col 7
Ward Commissioners for the

election to the Khulna City Cor-

poration were cancelled yester-

day.

" The nomination paper of
Mayor candidate M Sirajul
(independent), a former Mayor,

was rejected on the grounds
that he was a defaulter the
Shilpa Bank from where he had
taken a loan of Tk 85 lakhs and
he was also defaulter to holding
tax.

The nomination paper of an-
other Mayor candidate, Mustafa
Rishidi Suja MP of AL, was re-
jected on the grounds that he
was also a loan defaulter to the
Krishi Bank.

Ten candidates, including
one from BNP and two from AL,
are now in the race to contest
the post of Mayor and 251
candidates for 31 Ward Com-
missioner posis.

Our Correspondent from
Rajshahi adds: The Election
Commission after scrutiny yes
terday found all the H.-veﬂ
nomination papers for the post

of the Rajshahi City tion
mayor valid but 22
out of 287 filed for the

posts of 30 Ward Commission-
ers.

The last date of withdrawal
of candidature for the post of
Mayor and Ward Comimission-

ers in Rajshahi. Chittagong and
Khulna is December 30. The

helmumnuhehﬁdun.lm
30.



