DHAKA

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1993

Pakistan to keep i1ts
contingent in Somalia

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22: Pak-

"substantive and meaningful.”
Dobbins bricfed the Pak-
_istani officials on the peace

been :
The Untied States has de-
cided to pull out its troops from
operation restore hope, which
attracted the participation of 29

RPIEFLY

nN&a

The 29,000 strong UN force
included some 5,000 Pakistani
soldiers, who have suffered 32
fatalities in clashes with local
warlords since taking up peace-

hmphm:thh-t ;
Dobbin's visit followed re-’

ports from Mogadishu that
Washington was considering
the possibility of replacing the
American soldiers with addi-
tional Pakistani troops.

Local news agency PPI,
quoting officials, said Pakistan
reiterated its “commitment to
the concept of the peacekeeping
opcration and its constant sup-
port to the noble cause.”

They said the success of the
UN effort was essential to pre-
serve the credibility of the world
body's endeavours for peace
and stability in other parts of
the world.

Sources said the Pakistanl
side raised all aspects consid-
erced essential for Pakistani
troops to successfully carry out
the peace operation in Somalia.

Croats free 1575 Muslims: sosnian

Croals have u

freed 1,675 Muslims out of 4,230 being

held in camps In Rodoc and Gabela in southern Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the International Committice for the Red Cross said
Tuesday, AFP reports from Zagreb.

The ICRC said the prisoners had been released in the past
six m in line with ICRC criteria specifying that they should be
t to the destinations of their choioe.

Groatian authoritics sald last weck Lhal they had freed 2,718
Muslims on the orders of Bosnian Croal lecader Mate Boban o

close down the two camps.

Al%eria intends to si
eria

NPT: .

tends to sign the Nuclear non-Prolilcration Treaty, For-
cign Minister Salah Dembri said on Tuesday, reports Reuter

from Ain Oussera.

Dembri made the announcemcent while inaugurating Alge-
ria’'s second nuclear reactor, which was built with Chincse as-
sistance near Ain Oussera, about 145 KM ( 90 miles ) south of

Algiers

“ 1 formally announce today in the¢ name of the country's
high ruling authorities Algeria’s intcntion o adhere to the Nu-
clear non-Proliferation Treaty,” Dembri said.

" Algeria is against military uscs of the atom.”

Japanese reporter jailed in Seoul:

A Seoul court Wednesday
found a Japanesec correspon-
dent guilty of passing military
sccrets to Japanese officials
and sentenced him to two
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EC wants political settlement before X-mas

Serb-Croat o

GENEVA, Dec 22: The Bos-
nian Muslim delegation at thr-
ce-way talks here on carving up
Bosnia as "insufficient”
Tuesday the territorial conce-
ssions offered by Bosnia's Serbs
and Croats, a spokesman said,
reports AFP.

"It is not something we can
accept,” he said. "We have got
nothing of what we asked for in
eastern and western Bosnia.” -

Neither had the Croatians
acceded to the Muslim demand
for access to the Adriatic Sea at
Neum, spokesman Mirza Hajric
said, announcing “long discus-
sions” to come.

Another reports says, The
European Community wants an
agrcement to the conflict in
Bosnia-Herzegovina before Ch-

Owen said here Wednesday as
he arrtved for the latest round
of Bosnia peace talks.

"We re want a political
scttlement Christmas
(three days . Owen said,
adding that the lalest territorial
concessions by Serblans and
Croats were “significant and
important.”

The Bosnian Musltm delega-
tion at talks between Serbs,
Croats and Muslims in Geneva
on Tuesday the con-
cessions as “insufficient,” Mus-
lim spokesman Mirza Hajric
said.

The talks shifted to Brussels
Wed for a meeting be-
tween EC ministers and
the leaders of Serbia and Croa
tia as well as Bosnia's Muslim-
led government and its scpa-

ratist Serb and Croat commu-
nitics. .

Owen said the Serb and
Croat concession, which in-
volved increasing the Bosntan
Muslim territorial share of
Bosnia from 30 to 33.33 per
cent, or a full third, was “the
minimum of the minimum” of
Muslim demands.

“The miain area of disagree-
ment is access to the sea,” he
said. Hajric had confirmed this
in Geneva, saying that 'the
Muslims had not been given the
access to the Adriatic they had
sought through the Croat-held
port of Neum.

The Muslim spokesman
added: “we didn't get anything
of what we asked for in east and
west Bosnida. "

Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the leader of Russi
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an ultra-nationalist Liberal Demoecratic Party (LDP),

speaks to the media during his stop-over at Vienna's-Schwechat airport Dec 21. Zhirinovsky who

is due to make a visit to Germany Dec 22, doubted the results of the 12 Dec legislative elections.

| Zhirinovsky

Hosokawa

calls for

— AFP photo

Bosnian Muslims reject joint
ffer to cede land

He predicted "long discus-
sions to come,” Owen said
Wed that he and Thor-
vald Stoltenberg, his United
Nations co-chairman of the
peace lalks, were ready Lo ne-
gotiate in Brussels through
Wednesday and .

Mcanwhile, The United Na-
tions announoed Tuesday it was
:r;mlud sus its air-
il Into Sarajevo following an
incident on when a re-
el plane was hit by rifle fire
from the ;

Ron Redmond, spokesman
for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), told re-
poriers the aid effort to Lhe
Bosnian capital would be re-
sumed only when there were
assurances there would be no
more such incidents.

700 Myanmar
nationals flee
to Thailand

BANGKOK, Dec 22: More
than 700 Myanmar citizens
have fled fighting between mi-
nority and government forces in
Myanmar into neighbouring
of the

The , whom governor
Virichai Naewboonien described
as "men, women and children”
will be provided with shelter
and food until the week-long
fighting ceases, he said,

"Then we will send them
back," he said.

He did not identify the mi-
nority group to which the peo-
ple belonged, but Karen are the
most populous ethnic minority
along the Chiang Mai border,
553 kilometres (344 miles)
northwest of Bangkok.

In a separate incident, about
50 Myanmar civillans had
crossed into Thailand, emaci-
ated and apparently starving,

the governor said.
Ghali arrives
in Seoul

Off the Record

World's first X-mas card
was sent 150 yrs ago

LONDON: It is 150 years since Henry Cole, a young British
civil servant, sent the world's first Christnas card, beginning a
national tradition which has mushroomed into a paulti-millton-

pound (doliar) ; AFT.

Cnhuhdmﬂhhmmmmmmm
Horsley, to design a card and then had I.Mmr
The eard, a hand-coloured lithograph, showed a class
t-n;ymcm drinks in hand, and giving alms
to

poor.

Cole sent out all he needed and gave Lhe remainder 0 a
Bond Strect shop which pul them on sale at one shilling and
five pence each — quile a price in a day when a shilling could
secure a good meal in a London restaurant.

Fifleen exampics of the first card have survived to this day
and are now on show al Lhe Victorta and Albert museum in
London.

Cole’'s idea rapidly caught on among those who previously
had sent their Christmas wishes just by keiter.

Today, Britons send 1.55 billion cards a year — a market
estimated to be worth 234 nillion pounds (350 million dollars).

in Britain, Christmas cards are also status symbols and im-
age-makers for public figurcs and promtnent firms as well. The
royal family’'s cards are the object of particular attention in this
respect.

Up to last year, the prince and princess of Wales sent a
card bearing both their signatures and a photograph of the

family.

Jackson to answer allegations

via satellite

LOS ANGELES: After
ducking the media for four
months, Michael Jackson dc-
cided to answer the child-mo-
lestation allegations in a live
satellite hookup from his
Neverland ranch, reports AP.

The pop star was sched- |
uled to make a statement
Wednesday, said his lawyer
Johnnie Cochran Jr.

Authorities have been in-
vestigating sex abuse allega- | |
tions against Jackson for four
months. No have béen '
filed, and Jackson has said
through representatives that
he is innocent. In addition, a |
13-year-old boy is suing Jack-
son, claiming the entertainer |
molested him.

Jackson, 35, hasn't made
any public appearances, since
he returned to Southern Cali-
fornia this month after can

celling his Dunﬁrnul concert lour and secking treatment in
Europe for what he said was an addiction to pal::.iﬂkn

In a tape-recorded message announcing his decision Lo seck
treatment, Jackson referred to the pain the "false ns”
caused him. But that was the only time he spoke out on the ac-
cusations, which surfaced in August.

Meanwhile, a source close to the case said attorney Bertram
Ficlds and investigator Anthony Pellicano had been fired for
mishandling Jackson's defence.

dissolution of NATO

SEOUL, Dec 22: United Na-

falls

ycars in prison, AP reports

from Seoul.

Th# Seoul Dllll‘k:l Crimi-
nil Court said Masato Shing-
hard, the Seoul bureau chic
of Japan's Fuji Television
Network Inc, violated South
Korea's security law.

Shinohara, 40, was ac-

_-falli,ng d. d
Jor Japanesé Prime Minister

asd

TOKYO, Dec 22: Support is
and disapproval rising

Morihire Hosokawa, who is seen
his feet on steps to
revive .a ng economy, a
new opinion poll showed today,

VIENNA, Dec 22: Vladimir

Zhirinovaky, the Russian utra-

nalionalist whose party wun the
mosl voles in Russian clections
last week, called Tucsday for
Lthe dissolution of NATO, reports
AP

a broadcr European Comunu:

nity, but he called for the break 1

up ol the western alliance,
NATO, and withdrawal of all
forcign troops from Europe.

"We dissolved the Warsaw
Pact, but NATO is still there,”

tons -General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali arrtived here to-
day from Tokyo on the first leg
of a landmark trip to the two
Korcas, amid fears that the
north is developing a nuclear
bomb, reports AFP.
Boutros-Ghalf and a

party of

400) in a libel lawsuit

Gay wins libel lawsuit
against TV company ... .

MOSCOW: A court awarded a gay man 500,000 rubles (dirs
against Russia’'s main state-run television

company, saying it had denigrated "his dignity and honour”, a

newspaper reported Wednesday, reports AP,
Although Russian courts often handle libel cases, it was

cused of obtaining classificd Reuter. 'Zhlrinuvsky érriv::d in Vi- Zhirinovsky said. The Warsaw .12' including his wife Lea believed to be the first time a homosexual had sued a govern-
documents on South Korea's Backing for Hosokawa and | ¢nna Tuecsday cvening on a bricf  Pact was the Soviet-dominaled | Maria, were welcomed at Seoul ment agency and won. Until last May, humcmautygom a
radar and army unit deploy- his coalition cabinet declined to | private visit between stops in - Communist bloc's military al- | 2irport by Foreign Minister Han crime, and gays could face years in prison.

ment from Koh Young-chul, a
South Korean naval officer.
and giving the documents to
Japanese officials.

Palestinians kill 2 Israelis:

Palcstinian gunmen yesterday shot and killed two Isracl civil-
ians near the occupied West Bank village of Bytunia, Arab

sources said, reports from Jerusalem.
The two died when Palestinians opened fire on their car

which had Isracli licgnse plates.
17 the number of Israelis killed by

The latest deaths bring to

Palestinians since the PLO-Isracli autonomy accord was signed

in Washignton on

September 13, and occurred as the two sides

held talks in Paris to implement the deal.

60 per cent in December, down
from a 70 .per cent high when
the government was first
formed in August, said the na-
tionwide survey by the Daily
Asahi Shimbun.
Hosokawa's disapproval level

almost doubled, rising to 21 per

cent from 12 per cent over the
same period, the daily said.
Hosokawa came to

pledging to pass reforms bills in

the current session.

l

Germany, where he met with a

. right-wing extremist carlier in

the day.

Tics between Zhirinovsky.
whosc parly tiumphed in Rus-
sia’'s Dcecember 12 parliamen-
lary eclections, and German ul-
Lranationalists have raisced fears
of a dangerous pan-Europcan
extreme right.

Al Vienna airporl, Zhiri-
novsky suggested to Austrian
state TV that Russia could join

liance that crumbled aller the
fall of communism.

lle said he came to Austria
to meetl with Russian industrial-
ists, saying that solving Rus-
sia,'s cconomic problems was
his most important task. The

Russian sald he did not plan to .

meet any Austrian politiclans.
Zhirinovsky was to return to

Germany on Wednesday for an
intervicw with Stern TV in

Cologne.

Sung-Joo, whom he met for
talks locussing on the nuclear
issue shortly after arrival,

Later in the evening he was
scheduled to address the Ko-
rean council of foreign relations
and a private South Korean or-

ganisation supporting the UN.
- Boutros-Ghali {s scheduled

‘to meet with President Kim

Young-Sam on Wednesday be-
fore crossing into the north via

the heavily-fortified border truce

village of Panmunjom,

Five killed in
New York

The court in Moscow's Dzerzhinsky district ordered Ostank-
ino TV to pay the man identified as Vladimir T for airing a 1992
interview without his permission, Nezavisimaya Gazeta re-

ported.

Vladimir T told the the court he gave the interview to a West-
emn television company, Pilot Productions on a gay-only beach

in a Moscow suburb on condition it never be shown |
any other former Soviet republic.

Russia or

An Ostankino representative said the company did not know
about the arrangement with the Australian-Anglo-Hungarian

com

which

. He said Ostankino would ap
obliges it to pay 75,000 rubles (dirs 60) in legal fees.

Cambodian troops kill 25

peal the court decision,

Mudslides claim 6 in Brazil: house fire Khmers, retake 9 villages
Mudslides burfed two homes, killing a man and four children, ROCHESTER (New York), PHNOM PENH, Dec 22: ¢apitals.
early Tuesday after heavy rain in the Brazilian city of Belo Hori- Dec 22: two hours after a | Cambodian government forces When U.N peacekeepers

zonte, police and rescue workers said, Redter reports from Sao

Paulo.

Four of the victims were from the same family

. Stoncmason

Divino Do Carmeo, 35, and his daughtcr Lillane, six, and Laudi-

lene, 11 months, were killed instantly

when an earthen clillf be-

hind their house collapsed on top of it. A son, Davison, 10, died
on the way to a tal, bul Do Carmo's wile survived.
A second mudslide in the Primeiro De Maijo district killed

24 more executed in China :

Twenty-four

people were executed Tuesday in the southern

Chinese city of Guangzhou for murder, rape and robbery, it was

reported yesterday, AFP says from Hong Kong.
- people were also senienced to
for simflar crimes at a pubic rally in

Another 154
China news service said.

various jail terms-
the city, the Hong Kong

The report said most of the 24 executed were “habitual
criminals who poscd threats to the lives and properties of resi-
dents,” adding that their execution would " maintain social sta-
bility” in the coming new year and lunar new year holidays.

Rabbani for ties
with Russia.

MOSCOW, Dec 22: Afghan
- President Burhanuddin Rab- -

=
L

220 colleagues from Tokyo's Nippon College of Physical Education await their turn to enter the
water on Sydney's Manly beach Dec 21. The Japanese are on an exchange visit to learn 'life-

saving skills, but they admit that

beaches.

pollution and overcrowding are dangers than surf on Japanese

— AFP

deadly mattress fire was extin-
guished, a 3-day-old baby was
pulled from a heap of debris
where she was inadvertently
buried by firefighters battling
the blaze, reports AP.

The Tuesday mofning fire,
which sent gobs of smoke bil-
lowing through the one story
house, killed three children and
two adults, including the baby's
mother, Glenda Watkins. But
the infant, Brealynn Albritton,
survived.

The baby suffered smoke in-
halation and was hospitalised
in guarded condition, meaning
her vital signs were unstable.
Watkins, 22, died at a hospital
late Tuesday.

The fire apparently was
started by a carelessly dis-
carded cigarette or a child play-
ing with matches or a lighter.

have killed 25 Khmer Rouge
guerillas and recaptured nine
northern villages lost to the in-
surgents in fighting last month,
state-run radio’ said on Tues-
day, reports Reuter.

“The areas have been totally
cleared of Khmer Rouge fighters
enabling villagers to return to

their homes," the radfo report
said.

Quoting Cambodia army
headquarters, the report said
25 Khmer Rouge guerrillas were
killed in last week's operation
and 15 captured, while another
37 defected to the government.

The fighting was in the
strife-torn provinces of Kom-
pong Thom and Siem Reap in
rcmote districts north of na-
tional route six, which connects
the two strategic pravincial

were deployed in Cambodia,
the area was the scene of more
ccasefire-violations than in any

other part of the country as
control of the villages secsawed

between the Phnom Penh
and the hardline, Manist'll
spired Khmier Rouge.

Following the signing of the
1991 Paris peace accords, a
22,000-strong U.N peaceckeep-
ing lorce was dep to Cam-

bodia and charged with super- -

vising the running of the coun-
try until a new government
could be formed.

The last of the peacckeepers
lelt in Mid-November.

The Khmer Rouge spurned

ghit¢ U.N- organised elections in

may and have since continued
to wage a low-level gucrrilla war
while demanding an advisory
rolc in government.

Yeltsin dissolves Security

MOSCOW, Dec 22: President
Boris Yeltsin abruptly dissolved
the powerful Security Ministry

him rather than parliament.
The decree also will allow
Ycitsin for ‘the first time to put

an alllance in parliament with
the party led by extremist
Viadimir Zhirinovsky. Such an

miniﬂlrj' was accused of being
caught ofl guard by bloody at-
tacks by Yeltsin's hard-line foes

All enmiployees of the agency
will have to get new sccurity
clearances before they can be

, Creates new unit

mofl for months and some of {ts
members joined hard-liners

Govt-Kurds clash
leaves 4000

dead in Turkey

who occupiced the Russian par- siilke
z;nt]nn“{i today that Algha- ::rmgﬁnﬂ the ;:ﬂﬁﬂ:d his stamp on the agency anti-Yeltsin coalition could in October and by Zhirinovsky's  hired by the new organisation. llament afier Yeltsin t}l'dtl'E: it | 4 ng?hnwf,f i,.ﬁ’ﬁ 'Thm
s always ready to secret po through staff cuts. The old dominate parliament. speclacular rise in popularity. The KGB, which was virtu-  dissolved September 21. m;nfliclr.bi:twecn the 'I‘u:*‘k'mh

cooperate” with Russia at a
meeting in the Tajik capital
Dushanbe, the Itar-Tass news
agency said, reports AFP.,

He said the changes in
Moscow “allow an optimistic

failed to warn him of rous
political currents in Russia, re-
ports AP. '
Yeltsin's harshly worded de-
cree establishing a new internal
security agency was his first
major move in response to the

agency was [illed with Soviet-
era holdovers opposed to his
policies. '
Breaking a nine- silence
since the election, Yeltsin ap-

peared angered by the defeat of
reformers. The shakeup could

Reformers had urged Com-
munists and other factions to
join them in opposing Zhiri-

The i will

new secu
be headed by Nikoial Gohighko
who had been in charge of the

"Al the present time Lhere is
a lack of a strategic concept for
the state security of the Russian
Federalion and the Ministry of
Sccurity,” Yeltsin's decree said.
"Counterintelligence activity
was weakened.”

ally unrestricted during Soviet
rule, carried out the Communist
party’s mass repression, spied
on opponcnts at home and
abroad and operated a vast
network of labour camps.

After the failed coup by

Mikhail Lyubimov, a retired
KGB colonel who once headed
the agency’'s operations in Lon-
don, criticised Yeltsin's move.,

“I'm deeply convinced that
any restructuring can only
change things for the worse,"

government and scparalist
Kurds in 1993, th¢ hloodiest
year since the revolt hwgan in
1984, official figures showed on
Tuesday, reports Reut

The interior ministiy figures

mg!::m lans o ﬂn’ nalists in pnrrrli::.'l:en hx:‘ il rechangse In Security Ministry. He was given The exact changes to be hard-lners in August 1991, the Lyubimov told The Associated ;nk-?‘:in;:;:: ﬂu‘lllc E‘.”phh i
) P l'ﬂ:l: the f}_l::l‘t'i':‘ : 5% tary elec- Htog—- ] S R tw:] weeks to I'u;'m the new Fed- ::n-,-li.ldr in the agency were not KGB was split into foreign and  Press. it suu!hcmtcrnn;::q ,.:,::t;:‘

. u not attac e rvi co 2 v de . . . %
Ru“.:".'m" mu ties h'm“m“t nctlln“htn.l comblined it extr:mi:th: et et i cral Service of counterintelli ully known, but the decree  domestic units, its powers were But Gleb Yakunin, a former | (ween January | and December

The Afghan president has
been in the former Soviet cen--
tral Asian state of Taftkistan
since Sunday on an official
visit to conclude a friendship
and economic cooperation ac-

Yeltsin's expanded powers un-
der Russia’'s new constitution,
greatly strengthens his hand as
he faces a potent political chal-
lenge when parliament con-
venes January 11.

In a move aimed at lawmak-

architectural exhibit, Yeltsin
declared the strong vote for ul-
tra-natfonalists a “protest
against poverty” and sternly
reminded city officials not to
‘forget the poor.” |
The president’'s supporters

gence.

Unlike intelligence agencics
in most Western countries,
which are supposed to keep oul
of politics, the Russian Security
Ministry's responsibility in-
cluded giving Yeltsin detailed
analyses of Russia's political si-

indicated that there were to be
stafl culs and a completely new
missfon.

“The system of assuring the
sccurily of the Russian Federa-
tion is obsolete, ineffective,
onerous for the state budget
and has become a hindrance 1o

reduced and many agents be-
came demoralised,

The donwstic arm, the Secu-
rity Ministry, was responsible
for internal security and coun-
terintelligence. Yeltsin's
ernment forbid it from spying
on Russiah political parties, a

rcligious dissident and now a
prominent reformer, was oplti-
mistic about the effect of the

.decree,

"The one clearly positive im-
pact of the decree will be mass
cuts of the former Securit
Ministry's personnel. That urlﬁ

17.
The wll included 1,944 Kur-
distan Workers Party (PKK)

fighters, 1,511 civillans and 728
nwmbers of the security forces,

tncluding state-paid village
More than 10,500 people

cord, as well as settle the ques- | ers, Yeltsin said the head of the uffered

& : : suflered a major setback Tues-  tuation that would be useful to carryjng out economic and move some officers said hin-  finally allow us to cleanse from | have been kil Turkey since
on nft.':':jlk refugees 'in | new domestic intelligence day when the Communist Party  him politically and help him pulilit!:a reform,” the decree  dcred their work. the !Ervk?l: holdovers of the old | the PKK hu:l'lg:'l its guerrilla

Alghanis agency will answer directly to  said it would be willing to form | guide the reform proccss. The  said, The agency had been in tur- KGB.” he said. | war

|



