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Swimmer M khlesur Rahman who has been doing a yeoman s job for Bangladesh in the last

couple of years grins cheek by jow! with compatriot Mizanur Rahman Quarar after the latter set a
new SAF Gnm-'-nrvcnrd and robbed Mukhiles of what would have been his third successive gold

in men's 200m breast-stroke.

— Star photo

Two SAF Games records broken

Mizan, Abhijit rule the pool

Eighteen-ycar old

Qarar of Bahgla-
desh set the pa-
ttern of a day
marked by the

e

refreshing reign of youth over

age and experience when he sct
the first of the two new records

en the inaugural day of the .

swimming tion in the
Sixth South Asian Federation
(SAF) Games i

On the second day of the bi-
ennial contest, being held for

‘banner, 28, since two

BREAK-UP OF
MEDALS

G S B
h 4 3 0
shrifonka 2 1 1
India 0 1 4
Pakistan 0 1 1
Swimming:
India 1 1 2
Bangladesh R 0
Shri Lanka 1 0 0
Pakistan 9 -} ]
Maldives 0 0 0
Tennis: -
india 1 1 0
Shri Lanka | 1 0
Bangladeshi .. . .0, .. 0, 2
Pakisian - . 0 |
Note: Both Bangladesh and
" Pakistan got brornee.

- Mixed day for
local paddlers

Sports Reporter

The host paddiers stayed i
contention for the gold in the
men's team event but ihe

women's squad was knocked S

out of the race on the oponing
day of the SAF Gamcs lablc
‘Aennis tournameni al the
- Dhanmond! gymnasium ycster-

day

They. now have onc
hand against "akistan.

In the mo Mosaddcqul
ot Rochi beat Ibrahim
- 217, 2)-11, Nasimul assan

Kochi outplayed il-lﬂ.. 21-9
and Saldul liaq Sadi beat Al
Rashed 21-11, 21-18 (o desigo
& 3-0 victory over- the Mal-

l

In the afliernoon session,
Kochi and Rochi also had casy
wins against their respeclive
opponenis but Sadi was
sireiched to déucr in the first
set before winning eventually,

The female table tennis play-

ers also started strongly, win-
ning their first match against
in straight scis with

¥

Rahman Linu, Julekha .

Akhier prevaiting over thede re-
::l.ln opponents in the ‘sin-
and then teaming up 10 win
But they could nol muintain
the momentum against the Shri
Lankan girls. Only Linu, in her
singles match against () (&)
.. drigo, put up a brave fight
| Pakistan and India both
ended the day on a winning

nole registering two viclyrics
- each in as many matches.

© Mizanur Rahman

the last time under the same

sensation Abhtji

w’m"f )
’ "

Sports Reperter

more countries — Uzbekislan
and Alghanistan — would be in
the fray in the next meet to be
held in the Indian city of
Madras in 1995, Mizan look
2:33.38 sccgnds in the men's
breast-stroke . to sel a new
record in the annals of the

In tears, not Just because of
an on-top-of-the-world feeling
bul also because of the pain in
his stiflf leg muscles, Mizan

hugged bearded father
Amanu Qarar gave vent lo
his feelings in the too detectable

3 7

# Zer

o ABHLJIT..gold

Kishoreganj dialect, “1 am dec-
lightell that I have been able to
.do something for the country.”
With a face that mirrored coun-

" trified candour, Mizan could not

have been closer to the truth.
Indeed the sh football
tcam considerably dampened

the hosis’ spirits on the opening
day of the drawing

Mizan, along with his com-
‘patriots at the far away Gul-
shan shooling range, gave the
much- booster for the

. home cause. Altheugh all bui

onc of the five golds wcere
rcapced by the .shoolers,

mﬁh Krira Shiksha Pro-
‘s Mizan stole the show.

LS

Apart from India's lcen-age -

. L, Mizan was

‘the enly other individual 10 scl
a new meet record.

“ A humble young man Mizan,
who was inftialed into swim:
ming by his father, cxpresscd
his unabashed admiration and
respect for the Chinesc coach,
appointed to preparc the
swimming tcam. The HSC stu-
dent admitted his indebtedness
in no uncertain terms. “lle {Lui
Shi Qing) has groomed me: lle
attached greal importance 1o
the 'kicks’. He took special carc
to soup up our legs and shoul-
ders and forearms.”
" Mizan, who made his first in-

termational appearance last year -

in & swimming compelition of
the SAARC countries in Cal:
cutla, India, observed: 1 think |
have tumed a significant corner
in my career since getting ad-
mitted into the in 1987.
. who' 's only
in the breast-stroke, made his
presence felt first on the na-
S scene just a year ago.. 1lc
‘won' the golds in the 100m and
200m breast-stroke in the na-
tional youth championships las!
year, le showed soupd tcmpoer

e

The jubilant Shri Lankan quartet of Nishantha De LCosta,

——

and Intikhab Sikander after winning the 4X100
Bwimming Compiex in Mirpur yesterday. i

ament when, in his first inter-
national exposure in Calcutla
the same year, he ook the gold
in the 200m breast-stroke with
a timing ol 2:40 seconds.

Not really the type to gripe
nﬁep‘umbh, Mizan could nol
h his lnm?rm Tr the
performance ol the authoritics.
"They were supposed o kecp
the water a bit on the lukewarm
side. It was too chilling in the

mlni and a stiff leg musclc
did not help.”

. Success did not rcally secm
lo have gone to Mizan's head.
He knows he has still miles Lo
go. "I"'wauld request the gov-
emment 1o send me abroad for
long-term coaching. 1 am surc |
can improve upon my perfor:
mance.”

Mukhlesur Rahman, whp
won the lone swimming gold for
Bangladesh in the Colombo
Games, clocked 2:37.35 sce-
orids lo come a silvery second.

The brilliant Navy swimmwr
should not have any rvgrels lor
losing to his more promising
co ot. Alter all, Mukhlcs,
who had also the sav-
for the ulterly fafled
h contingent in the
fourth Games in Islamabad by
winning the lone gold lor his
country, has more than done

Abhijil, the 14-year-old boy
wonder from India, look the
bronge with a timing of 2:39.60
seconds.

While Mizan waxed in opli-
mism, Abhijit, to bc precisc,
pulied off a remarkable fat that
piled in proiminence because of
sindlar by the star
natant ol the hosts.

in the 1500m [ree-style, the
Class Ten student from Kar-

nataka took the gold with a
timing of 16 minutes 53.85 sec-
onds, a ncw SAF record.

Pakistan's 13 year-old Kamal
Salman Masud finished second
with a timing ol 17:02.54 sec-
onds.. The silver winning
promising Pakistani bettered
his won provious best timing, as
well as the old Games mark of
17:11.82.

Rajcev Nagpal of India
copped the bronze for his timing
of 17:36.07 sccs.

in the day's third and last
setded event, the Shri Lankan
quariet of Nishinta Kevin De
Costa, Pradcep Chandrika, In-
likhab -Sikander and Chepari

* Dulapandan took the gold in

the 4 X 100m pelay, clocking
3:46.56 scoonds.

The Indfan team of Sanil
Kumar, Anlony Manamal, P K
Kulty and Scbastian Xavier
bagged the silver with a timing
of 3:47.06 sceonds.

The Pakistiani combination of
Sabir Hussain Shah, Billal Bux,
Kamal Salman Masud and
Muhammad Marul the
bronze with a timing of 3:48.44
sceonds.,

The Bangladeshi relay team,
tipped quitc high before the

meet, finished a forlomn fourth’

o ket the partisan crowd down.
The quarict of Harun Ur-
Rashid, Mukhlesur Rahman,
Ilias Hossain and Yasin Alf,
clocked 3:51. 12 seconds.

Competition resumes at the

Mirpur pool at eleven this
morning,

Pradeep Chandrika, GhefTari
m relay gold at the Nationa)
—'Star photo

Host spikers
lose openers

wis ctnprehensively beaten by
the Shr Lankans in straight
sois in U u-uur-l malch of
the sixth SAF Games volleyball
wurnaniond al the Mirpur In-
door Stadium yesterday

in front of &
san crowd, Lhe logal
up with lille resistance against
thetr techiically superior oppo-
nenls and went dow 9- 15, 1-16,
1-16

The nwn's squad also faced
similar faic in their opener
against a sirong Indian side,
losing 915, 3-15, 6-18,

in the other matches of the
day, Pakisian defeated
I1I5-10, 15-4, 16-1] afid S
Lanka downod Maldives 15-4,
15-4, 156-7.

Young Masood
wins first medal

for Pakistan

S A Bokhari, Guest Writer

Young and upcoming swim
mer Kamal Salman Masood won
the first medal for Pakistan — a
silver — when he improved the
previous SAF Games record,
clocking a time of 17.02.54 in
the. 1S00m freestyle.

Fourteen-year-old Abhifit of
India won the first gold medal
for India in the same event
clocki a fine timing ol
16.53.

. Kamal Masocod started the
30-lap race splendidly along-
with Abhijit, and both were
neck-and-neck till 22 laps, but
after the 23rd the Indian,
showing better stamina and
forceful arms, tore away to Lake
a big lead and finished the race
15 strokes ahead of Masood,
The upcoming swimmer of
Pakistan showed lot of im-

provement in every competi-
tons. The previous Games | [SPCUL WAS Wom 00 o
record was 17.11.82. Kamal | o hh Games in Auckinnd.
Masood performance was con- to follow R up with achieve-
sidered by President of the | " o 'c-u-h SAF
POA. Wajid Al Shah and | oo s two years scored
M Latif Butt, the Secrelary 560 out of & M;’m““'
General, were present at the 's air pistol 60 shots
new temperature-controlled u‘;‘ meet m
Mirpur pool, among a crowed of ! l:ll.-:-nlﬂ:- score of
over four thousand. . -chlﬂldc Ateeq himsclf

However the organisers mﬂﬁﬂ-
fatled to0 line-ups of all ﬂtml.rrhdu'-:t-llnL‘lflm
the three finals which were takes care of the family packag-
completed on the day. The scal- ‘business, Atcegq made
ing arrangements for the medi- Mh recOvE m.ﬂﬂ:
amen were also mther poor. He started in a “,w‘

The swimming WEFE | ing fashion. i
of India, who s the secretary of | /gl S U VY

Qatar football | Z¢<,

chief meets Ol -r_“

The ﬂnilw of

Football i Mo- ~

hammad [3n |lammam called *
an Communication Minister Oli
Ahmed at his Rafl office I

The minister, also the presi-

dent of Bangladesh Football
Federation during the meeting
gave an over-view of the sicps
{aken by the government lo de*
velop the game in the country.

The vire-president of the
Asian Football
lalizuddin Amed MP and
mcmber of Qatar 1 As-
socktion Mohammad-Al-Mi-
shadl were also present at the
mecting.

Manih recalled

BRISBANE, Dec 21: Promi:
sing middlc-order batsman
Damicn Martyn was Tucsday
recallegd to the Australian
crickel tcam to fdce South
Africa i the first Test match,
which starts Sunday in Mcl

bourne, reports AP,

Martyn comes into the Airs
tralian squad of 12 (o replace

Steve Waugh, who s sidclined
by a torn Hanstring,

Maradona calls

$ ’ ’
it a farce

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 21: Ar-
gentind captain Diego Mara-
dona described Sunday's World
Cup draw as "a real farce,”
reports Reuter, T

“Everyone knew in advance
which teams would be in each
group and where ceriain sides
would play.” he told the Radio:
Amwerica stallon,

“There're killing soccer with
these anties.

‘I've never undersiood such
rigmarol¢ ceremonics ., . Lthe
same thing hap in the
(1990) World Cup draw in ltaly
anck | denounced it then.”

Maradona, banned for 18
monthy in 199] soccer's
World governing y FIFA for
cocaine. use, sald Argentina
were “well positioned” to reach
the sccond round. of the finals
alter bging drawn 1o play
Greeee, Nigeria and Bulgaria in
the first phase,

“It's a very good group — it
might be difficult but nsl'lm-
possible,” he said,

Argentine newspapers were
espeeially upbeal on the twice
world champions® group rivals.
"Bingo in Vegas,” was the head-
line of the mass-circulation
Clarin. '

"The draw was favourable
boecause all the others are sec-
ond-class teams in world foot-
ball,” it said. . '
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The golden trio of Abdus-Sattar, Ateeq
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Bangiadesh two more golds
In the men's individual air

rifle 60 shots Rinki, who lost his

s compatriol Fazie Rabbi
followed him ﬂlhi]’ﬂtﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ

I 4

Saiful Alam

Cﬁowdhury (C) atop the

-

ur Rahman and Sohel Masu
| gold in the team event of the 10m air pistol at the Gulshan Shooting Range.

— Star photo

Ateeq shoots the first

fur women yesterday, the
Bangladeshi trio of the sca
soncd * Kazi Shahana Parveen,
Farzana lossain Shoma and
Fawzia Asam could only lake
the silver in the air riflle 40
shotn
Shahana, who brought Lthe
country v first gold tn the fifth
gunws in 91, scored 374 while
Shoma, another® prospeciive
gold winner, 369
Fawzia scored JO8. The grand

* jotal of these three was 111, &

long wey behind the gold win
ning Shri Lankan team which
tolalled 1131.

The individual gold of this
event wenl o Pushpamali Ra-
manaychke who scored 385

She was followed by compa-
tnots Malini Wickremasinghe
who collecied 383, and Chan-
drika Wickremasinghe, whe
managed a bromee for hoer effort
of 363 poinis.

Compelition
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winners podium along with Fazle Elahi and Faiyuz after
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winning the gold in men’s air rifle team shooting event. The trio ensured a sweep of all four guld
medals (including two individual golds) up for grab on the opening day of shooting of the Sixth

SAF Games at the Gulshan Shooting Range yesterday.

— Star photo

¥ . N
d rejoices alter winning the

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

A quiet

India — known as the super
power in the seven-nation SAF
Games, started their campaign
in the sixth version of the bicn-
nial meet on a poor note yester-
day as they could win only a
couple of gold medals out of the
nine titles which were settled on
the second day of the eight-day
championships.

.The saving grace for India
was the fourteen-year-old sch-
ool boy from Karnataka who
picked up the first for his
country in this meet by winning
the 15600-metres freestyle swi-
mming event and setling a new
muet record. The Indian men's
tennis team also retained their

start b

By Manik Banerjee, Guest Writer

-aflair trounced

defeating Shri Lanka in straigh
sels. ' ’
At the end of the day India's
tally was fwo golds, three silvers
and six bronzes. Apart from the

‘Indian - swimming quartet,

which came second in the-relay
(4x 100}, the Indian womer's
tefinis team failed to retain the
crown in the team event, losing
the final to Shri Lanka. - -
However, in the other team
events, velleyball and tablc
tennis, India did well. While in
volleyball India, in a onc-sided
esh in
straight sets 15-9, 15-3 and 15-
6, its men's table tennis team
also tnflicted a 3-0 defeat on
Shri Lanka. ' -
Jln ts rnnis, after S Ra-

M€ won in Colombo in 1991 by
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Pushpamali Ramanayaka of Shri Lanka, who won the gold in the women's air rifle, seen in
. action at the Gulshan Shooting Range yesterday. *
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giants
man gave flying start defeating
CC Armolida 21-11 and 21-12,
Arup Basak buttressed the lead
outplaying C Dushmantha 21-
14 21-13. Veteran Kamlesh

Mchta made it 3-0, drubbfhg |
Prasad 21-9 and 21-10.

India’s worst performance. of
the day came at the Gulshan

shooting range wherc they
could gather only one silver in
the men's air rifle (60 shots)
lt:mhﬂent and four bronzes,
which came through the men's
air pistol for 60 shots, women's
air rifle for 40 shots — both in
the team event — and Kuheli
Ganguly (women's individual 40
'shots) and TC Palangappa
(men's air rifle 60 shots).

— Star photo
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garden. entered the building
and tried 1o cimb up the steps.
None witnessed this ‘ratty’ at-

tempt as they were talki

about the fnedia kit and what it
contained. Powder for working
journalists! However, amidst
dust, notse and the like, the rat

ceremony of the V] SAF Games,
but was told 1t be a riot

ol colours, thril music, a
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Shn Lankan contingent hawve
got the me clear. Nailing
the double SASF soccer gold
medalist and the reigning
champions Pakistan 2- ] is guile
a good start and a moral
boosier. But, you may keep the
kabaddi geld.

It is tragic if one forgets the
importance of the SASF con-
ccpLl Il not for the SASF Games
nonc would talk about a
Tillckeratne, the sc
prodigy of Shri Lanka who.
belicd a 47.00 in the 400m at
the Manila ATF. He did nol win.
But won our hearts. This goes
for all athictes of the rcgion,
whose¢ breeding ground, may be
the ladder, to mueh higher in-
ternational circuits. '

| thought 1 would take a
break and went o sce my good
old [ricnd Nazeem at
the Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of Bangladesh, in
Kawran Bazar. We had so many
things to tdlk about and none
waunied lo depart since it was a
meeting after seven

AL el dopase,
friend quolcd Rabindrana
Tagore and said, if | remember
right, 1f men must go, you have
to go. So let hlm'ﬂ L

"Tell Tagore, t I would be
back™ | replied. "

Don't cry for me Bangladesh,
please.

.- Top seeds in
trouble

GRONINGEN, Netherlands,
Dec 21: 'Iheblzn seeds dropped
half a point ind the lcadcrs

on Monday aflter a cautious

second round of a qualification
tournament held by the rchel
professional Chess Association

(PCA), reports Reuter.

Indian Viswanathan Anand,
the world's fastest playing
Grandmaster and top sced in
the 230,000 dollar champi-
onship in the northern Duich
city , was held to a
draw by young Russign Sergei
Tiviakov, but seemed uncon-
cermed.

"l have learned not to make
my run loo early,” said Anand,
24, referring to his brilliant
start and subsequent
in the official World,
Champtonship interzonal tour-
nament.

The Groningen tournament
is being staged to find an
nent to challenge Russia’s
Kaspardv, the world number
one, for his unofficial world ti-

the. -

Both Karpov and Kasparov
hive dismissed the pos of
a unification match the
two,



