NEW DELHL, Dec 20: A pow-
was expelled

The maverick politician

Bangarappa expelled
from Congress

launched a scathing atiack on

Rao afler the Congress losl
clections to legislatures in two
northern states this mounth.
But observers say [Dan-
garappa had been sidelined in
the Congress and was fiching o
oul. He could now Ury (o
E‘FIHM“IHIPGHHCIJ

party representing poor casles
that has come to power in the

litically important state of
ttar Pradesh.

The destlruction of the Babri
Mosque in Ayodhya on Dec 6,
1992 by Hindu zealots angered
the minority Muslim volers.
Many of them tumed away from

the Congress, blaming it for
failing to protect the mosque.
Earlier this month, Rao also

. fired a junior minister in his

cabinet after he blamed the
Prime Minister for leading a
lackdustre clection campaign.

'Black diamond' available
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tory materials and in manufac-
turing welding electrodes.

Profl Kurny said most of the
requirement of this mineral in
is still met through
imports. llmenite worth about

3

Woman robbcd

From 1Col8 .
that muggers took

away her and a chain.
The lady hurriedly left the

cle chased them upto the
Science Laboratory Crossing
where they lost trace of the
baby taxi.

"There were four of them,”
the witnesses — among them

the guards of the

ter's house — th-:
tried th block their way, they
hurled the cocktails and made

their escape.”

" crores of

. Md Zahidul Hugq

should strive for it to save
foreign exchange.”

Prof Kurny said Ilmenite
constitutes the largest quantity
of heavy minerals of about 25
per cent found in the beach
sands and it has to be pro-
cessed further to remove the
chemically combined uscless

minerals before selling in mar- -

ket.
The research was carried out

by Prof Kumy, Dr ASMA Hasib,
and Nasima
Akhter of the Metallurgical En-

gincering Department of BUET
with Anancial assistance from

cavy minerals were first
discovered in the beach sands
of Cox's Bazar during a geologi-
cal survey for radioactive min-
erals in the early sixties. Sys-
tematic exploration of beach
sand minerals started in 1968
under the supervision ol two

Australian experts and till 1985
heavy deposits number-
ing 17 were iden along the
costal belt.

Proposal to drop

mention of God
from German

mﬁ"OﬂStlmt 1on

drop mention of God from Dcr

many's constitution was shar-

ply criticised today by
chancellor Helmut Kohl's
Christian Democrats (CDU), re-
poris Reuler.

Guenter Verheugen, Man-
ager of the opposition Social
Democrals {SPD), has suggesicd
that a reference o God be du-
lated from the preamble to the
constitution. The linte says
Germans adopted their consti-
tution "conscious of Lheir re-
sponsibility before God and
meh.,”

Islamic common market
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tries, he said this has been hin-
dering them from even sit
with the developed mtlummi;r‘

on various economic
issues. But if they can set up
institutions like the proposed
Islamic Insurance Company or
Islamic Company with
" combined they would at-
tain a to bargain, the

poﬂ!bntﬁ_ .

jeaders of the Muslim world to .

take pragmatic measures for

their countrjes to keep

with the developments

mnﬂtin the world.

the Islamic Foundation of th.-
United Ki m, Profl Volker
Nienhaus of the Untversity of
Bochum of Germany and Ataur
Rahman, Chairman of the Is-
lamic Bank, Bangladesh Lim-
fted. ,
A 15-point set of recommen-

dations was also made in the
function, which included the

formation of an Islamic Com-

mon Market Cell in the private
sector of lo promgle
and mobilise public-opinion for
mhxgﬂ:ccmpt. set-
1ing up of some regional
humhu of the Islamic Devel-
opment Bank (IDB) in Dhaka
and some other Muslim coun-
tries, and studies
by the OIC Secretarial and its
appropriate trade-related or-
mmupd-u hﬁnmuumun

various tariff and non-tarifl
barriers that obstruct intra-Is-
lamic country trade. :

" UNB adds: Commerce Min-
ister M Shamsul Islam ter-
day stressed the need for firm
commitment towards coopera-
tion among the Muslim coun-
tries to form an lslamic Com-
mon Market.

Addressing the working scs-
sion-IV of the international
seminar on an Islamic Common
Market, the minister said -the

- political commitment .to ensure
‘ a better environment for intra-

Muslim unity depends on the
willingness of the private sec-

v lors.

Presided over
president Mahbubur Rahman,
the session was addressed by
Malaysian High Commissioner
Ahmed Fuji Haji Abdur Razak,
IDB Representative Dr Serujogl
and several economists from
the member countries.

Shamsul Islam said the sem-
fnar could play a positive role in
accelerating economic develop-
ment and obstacles 0
free trade in the Muslim coun-
tries.

Referring to the declining
trend in world trade share of

the Muslim countries, the min-

ister said a coordinated effort is
a demand of time to gear up
trade within the OIC member
countrics.

The Commerce Minister
called upon the Muslim coun-
lrics to translaie the commaon
market concepl inlo reality to
increase the mutual ‘ralion
in the field of technology, trade
and investment.

Rajshahi University tcachcr
Solaiman Mondal preschnited the
key-note paper on "South Easl
Asian Cooperation Under OIC

Framework™ in the wnrkin;,'

session of the seminar’
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SAF Games
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simply a test of the particti-
pants’ sports capabilities. These
are instruments to encourage
mass participation,” she said.

"In our region, we are proud
of our shared heritage and tra-
ditior® This permeates our daily
life. The SAF, Games will be
more than a mere sporting
event. It will provide us an op-
portunity to understand and

ciate our common ways of
life,” said Begum Zia, also
chairperson of the seven-nation
South Asian grouping, SAARC.
She said, “We are at a criti-
cal juncture in the evolution of

the need for protecting the
youths from the negative im-
pulses and observed that sports
could umleash their positive
energies. "Sports can indeed
encourage our youth to achicve
glory for themselves and society
at large.”

She hoped that all partici-
pants of the South Asfan Fed-
eraunn Gnmu uld hav: a

bnck wiﬂ'.l plnunnt m:unnn

'ANC agrees to
grant whites
a homeland'

CAPE TOWN, Dec 20: Right-
wing leaders said Monday that
the African National' Congress

{1 demand for res

.

has agreed in principle to grant
whites a homeland, but  the
ANC said only that the idea will
be discussed, reports AP,
Separately, the ANC and the
government ‘were holding an
eleventh-hour summit with pro-
apartheid whites and anti-ANC
blacks united in the Freedom
Alliance. The alliance is under
pressure to compromise on a

| proposed constitution by Tues-

day or risk having the ANC and
government pass-the new char-
ter and hold elections April 27

| without them.

The ANC, which is commit-
ted to a non-racial democracy,
has 'long rejected the idea of
setting aside a portion of South
Africa in which whites would

hav: any » special pt'fviltgu,

civi n. Our societics face
many challenges. Some
threaten to confuse our youth.”

The Prime Minister stressed

A colourful start
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amid the cheers of 25,000
spectalors.

The smallest contingent of
the meet, a 14-member Dhuta-
nese team led t:!dh:r Prem
Rai then en arena.

The 248-member Shri
Lankan team then walked oul
with colonel Raja Dayasinghe

the rather bellicose
with a

Shooting gold winner in the
Commonwealth Games (n '90
and a prospective medal winner
in this meet, Ateequr Rahman,
then brought out the biggest
contingent of the meet — a 263-
member team of the hosls

The display gallery on Lhe
north-western portion of the
stadium which housed unseen
boys and girls, became a myrio-
scope conjuring images ranging
from that of the PM io the seven
Bir Shreshthes of the war of in-

There was little dearth of the
fun and humour when a giant
replica of the second SAF
Games mascot — a meek deer
— coaxed and cajoled the cur-
rent mascot Adamya — a tiger
cub — in, with the crowd listen-
ing the contrived exc of
the two dummy denizens of the
Sundarbans — the largest
mangrove forest of the wurH in
rapt attention.

As the viclet hour ap-

proached, lights in the towers

BRTC profits

The Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Corporation (BRTC) started
profit from

- earning
mid-November that stood at Tk

33.28 lakh in one month till
December 15, reports UNB.

This was disclosed al the
23rd meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing commitice on the
Ministry of Communications,
held at the Sangsad Bhaban
yeslerday with Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed in the chair.

Thé BRTC has earned a
profit of Tk 19.28 lakh in the
second fortnight of November
and Tk 14 lakh in the first fort-
night of this month.

The meeting alse discusscd
an enquiry report on the

Bangladesh Railway.

n brandishing a sword.

Preparatlon for DCC po]]s
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Islam of the Jamaat-e-Islami

| had collected nomination forms

till last t.
Tmmmndﬂltu, mostly

independents, had also col-
lected nomination forms till
yesterday. A total of 518 forms
for the posts of commissioners
have so far been distributed.

Mirza Abbas, talking to The
Daily Star last night, said: "I'll
continue doing what ['ve been
doing since my appointment as
the mayor of Dhaka. | shan't
resort to any stunts or gim-
micks to influence voters.”

to the opposition

ignation by the
incambent mayors before the
clections, he said: "The elections
will certainly be [ree and fair
under the rule of the BNP,

‘which has already proved its
impartiality.”

"Besides, there is no provi-
sion in the Constitution or in
the DCC rules for such resigna-
tion.” '

"They (the opposition) are
making it an issue prehcnd-
1 their certain de

", the mayor shid, nddlu;;
‘T:r u- it is all the same,

| whether the. polls are held with

or without the ma
offices. BNP cand

in their
tes will win

the elections under any circum- .

stances.”
- The AL city unit chief Mo-
hammad Hanif, while talk
this correspondent, repca
demand for the resignation of
the mayor, alleging that the sit-
mayor was "taking steps 10
the voters.”
"The resignation is a must

the party's

for ensuring neutral and im-

H:pmtunqmn Hanif
said, the mayor must step down

since the mayors, for the first
time, were being elected
through popular ballot.

AL sources said, a mecting of
presidium will be
held on Dmnher 24 to finalise,
the decisfon about its mayor
candidate, while the city AL ex-
ecutives will hold a mecling to-
morrow to pick the candidates
for the posts of commissioners.

In-fighting in the Jaltiya
Party is delaying the party's de-
cision about its mayoral i-
date, insiders said, adding that
the party high command will

~soon nominate the candidale.

Former mayors Col.[retd) Abdul
Malek or Barrister Abul lHasnat
are the most discussed names

in the party.

The alllance of 10-Lell par
ties has, in the meantime, re-
quested labour leader Manzurul
Ahsan Khan to be the alllance’s
mayoral candidate, sources
said. Khan has re ly ex-
pressed his .unwi ingncn lo
contest.

The central standing com-

mittee of the Gano Forum, at a
meeting yesterday, discussed

the election issue but did not
decide aboul its can-
didate for the mayorship.
Meeting sources said, proposals
were made naming Mostala
Mohsin Montu as the mayoral
candidate. The city unit of the
is likely to finalise fiis
idate its candidature al a
meeting on December 24.

e X\ % RS

President A.Bdur Rahman Biswas and Prime Minister Bngum K]uhda Zia -tand in attention
while the national anthem is played during the inaugural ceremony of the VI BAF Games at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday. Also seen are Games Organising Committee chief Finance Mimster
M Saifur Rahman, State Minister for Youth and

Sports Sadek Hossain and president of the
Bnn[ghd..h Olympic Amnltmn Gias Kamal Chowdhury.

—PID phrﬂn

were on and in the sheen. girls
from diffcrent educational nsti

tutions presented kalcidoscopig
callisthenics. The salient fea-
tures of the country's six sea-
sons were delineated in chore-

accompaniod by differ-
mmq tunes from the

It was a show dominated by
the girls and the nearly two-
hour pageant ended with men
— from the Ansars — appar-
tﬂedlnuﬂmt symbolising win-

“—"m-.. 10)

" However, without quite
waiting for the formal o
the first competition of the
cight-day, 11-sport meel gol
underway with the tennis
matches starting at the Ramna

Tennis Complex early in the

morming. :
Two footbhall matches were
also held in the évening al the
Mirpur Stadium, in which Shri
Lanka beat Pakistan 2-1 and
the unfancied Maldives forced
hosts Bangladesh to part with a
precious point after a goalicss
ninety minutes.

Competitions in [ive events
begin at dHTercnl cily venucs

today.
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Chittagong

" BHRCC office
attacked
in City

By Staff Correspondent

Three youngmen walked into
the office of the
Human ts C nation
Council (BHRCC) at Lalmatia in

the city at 10:15 am yesterday,
threatened' to close the office,

in a prcu r:lult the
BHRCC expressed s suspicion
that the incident was related to
the key role played by the
BHRCC in the festi-
val of the country’s indigenous
pedple in the city last Saturday.

"On that day, the Freedom
Party urpniﬂ!d a rally in [romt
of the Press Club where its
leader Maj (Retd] Baziul Huda
made derogatory and shameful
comments against renowned
human rights activist Father
Timm. We have protested his
conunents through the newspa-
pers. This might have had pro-
voked the attack, we suspect,”
the BHRCC press release said.

It demanded invest
and punishment of the cu

20 teenagers bumt
. to death in

Argentina

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 20: U
to 20 teenagers burned mdutlf
and 20 were injured in a fire at
a dance hall durning an ¢nd ol
term dance, offictals said today,
reports AFP.

The fire started when some-
one tossed a lighted firework
across the hall where about
1,000 students from a Buenos
Aires church-run college were

celebrating the holidays, police
said

Many of the students were
trapped inside the burning
buildi the emergency

The mayor of the Vieente

' Lopez district of the city said 18

o 20 students died. Police said
they vould confirm 18 deaths
but there might be more.

" leased
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The W‘hdmght File

Nagas kill colonel, 14 soldiers

NEW DELHI, Dec 20: An Indian colonel and 14 sdidiers were

kilied today in an ambush
crn state of Nagaland, the

tribal militants in the north-casi-
ss Trust of india (PT]) reported.

Five other soldiers were wounded in the attack by the outlawed

National Soctalist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) nearly 20 kilome-
ters [12.5 miles) from the lown of Mokokchung, the news agency

said, reports AFP.

. Blast in Phalange Party
" office in Beirut

BEIRUT; Dec 20: A powerful bomb ripped through the
Christian Phalange Party headquariers in the Lebanese capital
today. killing one person and wounding 36 party members, se-
rurity sources said. All of the 30 to 35 members attending a

high-level meeting of the
riotusly hurt,” a police s

“wing party were "more or lcss se-

Kamal

From Page | Col B

{ papcr.

Reficrating the long standing
demand for the separation of
the judiciary from the cxeculive,
Dr Kamal said it was a funda-
mental principle of the coun-
try's Constitution that the fudi
cial sysiem be separaled from
the admintstration.

*The constitution has spelt
out the of Judi
clary.... even parBlament docs
not have the 0 amend

| the fundamental principles of

lhtLumlHuM he sald not-
WIM the coun-
gystem is not fully

T‘h:jud should be in-

dependent free from any

interference to safeguard  Lhe
Constitution and human rights,

sandcl,
Dhaka-Yangon
From uge | Col 8
the problem of fishermen who

ofien cross the border. It was
also agreed that 18 fishernwn
still held in Myanmar will be re-
soon. About 100
Bangladeshi Aishcrnen retunwd
home recently while Bangladesh
sct free three Myanmar nation-
als . .

The home side proposcd a

joinl surwey of border pillars put

up lollowing the demarcation ol
176 km border in 1978, The

Myanmar side said thal it re-

quired approval of their gov-
| ernment. i

Candldates

rom Page | Col 5
dent n:.H- Awami
Lengue has nominated A H M
Maohiuddin Chldlﬂcz
test the post of
Mayor,
Mo hiuddin Chowdhury is the
General Secretary of City Awassd
[emgue.

Leaders of the l.'.*hm-g::
city unit, Chittagong north
south districts Awamil League
announced this at a con -
ference held at the Zila

Hus-
sefn and general secretary M A
Salam, south district president
M ldris and general secrelary
Moslch Uddin Ahmad were pre-
scnit at the press conference.”

Meunwhile, the Chitlagong

city is in the of clection
mr uhead ulﬁ ﬂ.hni of
nomination papers

The BNP candidate for
the post of mayor, Mir Md
Nasiruddin and Awami League
nominee A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury have been continu-
ing their mass contact © drum
up support of the voters.

The Jamaat candidate, Alsar
Uddin Chowdhury, has also
started his campaign o seck
the support of the voters. .

T'hnitdl!pﬂﬂentendﬁ
for the post of mayor is Prof
Moinuddin, an ex-staic minister
in Ziaur Rahman's cabinet.
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