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Bosnian Serbs, Croats
agree to offer Muslims

SOMe cConcessions

Vatican to sign
deal with Israel

VATICAN CITY, Dec 20: The
today said it would sign
historic deal with Isracl by the
of this year, expecied lo
to the establishment of
lomatic relations beciween
hﬂh' see and the Jewish

|

ReIt

sources said

John Paul and the Isracli Presi-
dent Ezer Weizman would ex-
change personal envoys ahcad
of he appointment of full am-

bassadors, expected in 1994,

Ei

"But we also have inlorma-
tion that the Muslim side is not
prepared to sign such a plan,
that thty
mands,” Kra added.

Tired of failure in DBosnia,
French Defence Minister Fran-
cois Leotard warned on Sunday
European countries might pull
thousands of their pecacckecp
ing troops out of former Yu-
guslavia in the early. part of next
year il no political solution h.d
been reached by then.

"M next spring the conditions
for a political solution arc not
rcached then the decision (on
European ﬂuntmgcnl.sl will have
# be taken. " Leotrad said in an
interview en RTL radio.

“We cannot accept today's
slatus quo because it is a situ-
ation which is a failure,” Leb-
lard said, adding that his call
for a political solution con-
cerned all partics and not just
Muslim forces in Bosnia.

BERIETRY

will make new de- '

45 1ndonesians. feared drowned:

Forty-five Indonesians were missing and feared drowned aflter
MMMWMIWMMMMWHM

a spokesman for the Maritime Rescue Coordinating Centre
(MRCC] said on Monday, Reuter from Kuala Lumpur.

Another 55 people survived following the colliston after
midnight on Sunday about 20 miles offshore Malaysia's
southemn city of Johor Baru, the spokesman said.

One of boats 63 people, including the crew,
sank in choppy scas after the collision.

Road mishap claims 14 in lea'

Fourteen ple died lmd 22 were hurt Sunday when a bus
umﬂﬂlmdnrﬂmnﬁhdmm[lmmm&ms
south-central Andes, police said, Reuter reports from Lima.
The bus was on its way to Lima from the highland city of
Ayacucho when it crashed at about 5 AM near Huaytara, about
175 miles (280 km) southeast of Lima, they said.
Police are still investigating the causes of the accident.

Robbers kill 12 in China bank:

Bank robberies in China left 12 people dead and caused losses
of 6.9 million yuan million dollar) in the first 11 months of
the year, the China Daily said yesterday, AFP reports from
Beijing.

The number of cases — 32 thelts and 40 robberies — was

slightly down on the same period

last year, the report said, but’

added losses from the two kinds of crimes were up 6.6 per cent

and 100 per cent, respectively

Bank employees were responsible for 14 of 32 thefts and for
88 per cent of the money, bonds and securities stolen, it said,

One more killed in Gujrat: 1
second man was killed when police fired on [armer protesting a
tariff hike in the western Indian state-of Gujrat,

newspapers said yesterday, AFP reports |
Police fired shots at the demonstrators,

rts from New Delhi.
a second man

on Sunday, the Times of india said. They Ared 45 rounds of
ammunition and threw fired tear-gas to drive away agitators

from

and public places, it said.

A teenager was killed by police fire on Saturday.

Clashes leave 10 dead in Egvpt:

Ten people were killed in uppe

r Egypt on Sunday in clashes

between Egyptian security l'urm and Muslim militants, security

soufces said, Reuter reports
A statement from

from Assiut, Egypt.
m Egypt's Interfor Ministry said police killed

*one militant and arrested 75 others in the town of Manfalut,
about 30 km (20 miles) northwest of Assiut, after surrounding

them in a local
As the

mosque.
police returned to Assiut they stumbled on an

nnhtuhhythmnﬂmts of a senior police officer, it said.
18 die as roof collapses in Iran:

Eighteen guests at a village wedding

were killed when the roof of

the room where the ceremony was being held fell in on them, an

iranian newspaper said on Sunday, Reuter report

s from Tchran.

Thirty-two people were also injured in the incident in a vil-
lage in Kurdestan province, 450 kilometres (280 miles] west of

Tehran, thel(qﬂumdaﬂy:aﬂ

Suha to fight Arafat over
women's rights issué

NEW YORK, Dec 20: The wife
of Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat said in an interview aired
Sunday she would be the first
to fight the PLO chief over the
issue of women's rights and

would press for an end to

, reports Reuter.

"1 told hlm, 'OK listen, if you
will not accept to give rights for
women, | will be the ... first
woman to d:mnnuti'nte uru:lcr
your window in the Palestinian
new state,” Suha Arafat told the
CBS television programme "60
Minutes."”

Mrs Arafat, whose secret
ma > to the PLO chief
cau an uproar among
"Palestinians after it became
l:::“c early last year, said she

converted to Islam but
would press for better divorce
terms lor women'’and an end to

| France?eﬁls off
- northern coast

RENNES, France, Dec 20:
Hundreds of kilometres (miles)

of coast in northern France .

were sealed off on Sunday while
firemen recovered more than
FOO fireworks explosives be-
lleyed washed ashore from a
_ lhlp Reuter.
prr:rlh (government
representative) Christian Fre-.
mont said he had declared the
Finistere coastline in .Brittany
off-limits to walkers until fire-
men had ended their.search.
“The source hasn't dried up.
Beaches which had been
cleaned on Saturday have been
once again," he told

' who made a

‘changed in his life since the

Interviewer Lesley Stahl
quoted .the French-educated,
former economic adviser to the
PLO leader as saying: ".... their
rights have to be gtmrnnteed
with laws protecting women in
divorce and banning polygamy.”

Mrs Arafat, fum'n:rl'y Suha
Tawil, has recently increased
her public profile but has not
been able to win the hearts of
many Palestinians who believed
the PLO chief when he said he
wnammantnd_ to the revolution.

marriage was also criti-
cised because Mrs Arafat is less
than half Arafat's age and from
the Palestinian Christian mi-
nority.

‘I converted to Islam for
state reasons ... not for ... reli-
glous reasons,” said Mrs Arafat,
public visit to the
Christian lhrim: of Fatlima
during a recent visil lo
Portugal." .... When you get
married tu a very imporiant

personality, you have to follow
religion.”

" his

Mrs Arafat was noliccably
absent at the hialuric
September 13 signing in
Washington of the PLO-Isracli
peace agreement after being or-
dered by Palestine Liberation

Organisation officials not to at-
tend, H.ﬂ:uurm have said.

blonde
mﬁht'hc PLO le er pmpow:ﬁ

"shortly after they met in Paris

in 1989 and began working to-
gether, described the PLO chief
as "sensitive, refined, generous
and humble.”

But the PLO cr. inter-
, v‘lcqmd..lﬂﬂ'rhll’ﬁ% at a villa in

Tunis, said nothing had

marriage.

MQM to oppose Benazir |

KARACHI, Dec 20: A Pak-

istani ethnic party that backed
Benazir Bhutto in a recent clec-
tion said on it had now

decided to oppose the Prime
Minister in her volatile home
province of Sind, rcporls

- Reuter,

Ishtiaq Azhar, acting lcader
the National Movement
(MOM), told a news conkrence
that Bhutto's ruling Pakistan
People's, Party (PPP), which gov-
erns in the southern province of
Sind, had not met its conditions

for power
The Mh represent

Surdu-speaki immigrants
from India, backed Bhuttd in

| last month's election of

dent Farooq Ahmed Le but
talks on r sharing laler
dead

*After the prolonged dcad-
lock in the talks, we have de-
cided to sit in opposition,” said
Azhar, standing in for MQM

leader Altal Hussain, who has
been living in sell-imposed cxile
in Britain since last year.

Bbhutto said, however that
she was optimistic an agree-
ment could be reached.

*The Sind government Iis
holding talks and we are very
hopeful to the outcome,” the
prime minister told reporiers on
her return to Islamabad from

P(.l.lﬁhi. .
MOM, target of an 18-
month old. army -led crackdown

on crime in Sind,
| Assembly eclections on
6. alleging discrimina-

tion by government officials.

It contested the provincial
assembly clection three days
later and won 27 seals in the
109-seat Sind assembly, in
which the PPP won a simple

majority but sought MQM sup-

port in the ethnically troubled |

province.
Azhar said the PPP had re-
fused to allocate to the MQM

boycotied Na- |

in Sind province

the prwmcili ministMcs it had

Thl PPP also :Im!lmi Lo
name an MOM nomince as the
figurehcad governor of Sind and
fafled to meet demands for the
release of hundreds of jatled
MQM members and withdraw
criminal cases instituted
against several leaders of the
party, he said.

"Talks ... are going on and it
is our effort that some kind of

ts be arrived at
because they supporied us in

the presidential election,®
Bhutto said.
Security officials said they

jound 23 torture chambers in
Kai v hi used IJY the MQH to
puiiish dissidents and oppo-
nents . fter the crackdown was
launched in May last year.

The MM denied the charge
and accused the army of using
the crackdown as a prelext to
crush the party.

Vinttn Secretary General nftheUnlted Nations Boutros Boutrua-(}hﬂh (L) toasts befine dinner

talks mth Japanese Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa at ¢hg
0. Boutros-Ghali is on three-day visit to Japa
Nor}h KDTEH Left is Japanese Sadako Ogata, UN high commissioner for refugees.

Monday in Toky

Akasaka State Guesthouse

n before leaving for South and

— AFP photo

Peace talks between Muslim
rebels, Ph111pp1nes resume

JOLO, Philippines, Déc 20
Peace talks betwm:n the Philip-
pines and Muslim separatist
rebels resumed today in an at-
tempt to end a revolt that .had’

- killed more than 50,000 pecople

over two decades;
Reuter. .
Nur Misuari, the head of the

reports

-Moro National Liberation Front

(MNLF), and a government
panel headed by former general
and diplomat Manuel Yan met

' in Jolo, a town razed in fighting

between troops and the gueril-
las nearly 20 years ago.

Misuari rode to the talks
with 15 MNLF guards wearing
dress uniforms and armed with
rifles and pistols. He had ar-
rived at the rebels' main camp
at Maimbung on Jolo island on
Sunday aboard a ship from
Malaysia.

"We have to look at this as a
positive development in cventu-

insurgents in the country, told

reporters before the talks be-
gan.

A ceasefire agreement. to

;Ehureupan}mkytruccwasm‘

signed at the provincial
talhﬂidmgm-.lfﬂn abuut 600
miles south of Manila, by the
two panels some time later to-
day.

Guards armed with rifles
and grenade launchers ringed

. the conference site where Mis-

_uari met with Yan.

Hundreds of government
troops were deployed in Jolo,
while a battalion of MNLF regu-

lars occupied two outposts
about a down the road.
No details of the talks were

_immedifately available but offi-

cials were optimistic. The nego-
tiations will adjourn this week
and another round will be held

in February.
"We are very confident that

Hnmid Al-Gabid, Secrctiary-

,General of the Organisation of

Islamic Conference [OIC), said
in a statement on Sunday a [i-
nal accord must respect Philip-
pine territorial integrity.

The talks, which opcned in
Jakarta in late October, are the
second stage in negotiations Lo
end the 20-year rebcellion for
self-government- by the MNLF.

More than 50,000 pcople
died at the height of the war in
the 1970s and dozens dic every
year in intermittent clashes on
Mindanao island, the ancestral
homeland of the five million
Muslim Filipinos.

Officials belonging to the
armed fnrcr:-s southern com-~
mand, * which would battle
MNLF [orces- numbering over

10,000 if fresh fighting erupted,

F

Little progress
in Osla lalks

on questions of security,”
added.

Environment Minister Yossi
Sarid, who was also in Oslo,
added: progress was
made, but it is still too soon to
know if this progress will be
enough to allow for a fresh
meeting Rabin and Arafat.

US will press-
for o1l embargo
against DPRK

WASIHINGTON, Dec 20: The
United States will press for an
ofl embargo against North Korea
il talks to open that natlion’'s
nuclear facilities to inlerna-
tional inspection fail, a lop
White House official said Sun-
day, reports Reuter.

White House Chiel of Stafl
Thomas McLarty said the Clin-

ton administration first intends |

to continue negotiations with
North Korea to persuade il to
comply with anti-nuclear
weapons agreements.

“Hopelully, discussions will
producc a satisfactory resull,”
McLarty said on ABC Televi-
sion's “this week with I'J'iwid
Brinkley.”

Failing that, the Uniled
States would seek UN support

ply Ecﬂnnmic pressure on

Nurlgl
“The nexl step, | think,
would be on the ecbnomic front
with the consideration of certain
cmbargocs, particularly petrol-
cum,” McLarty said.

GCC leaders to
discuss Arab
boycott of Israel

RIYADTE, Dec 208 Rulers of 4

Arab Gull states mccting here
today will discuss what to do
about the long-standing Arab

boyvott of Isracl in the light of

recent developments in the
Middle East, it was announced,
repurts AFP. |

"This matter will be ad-
dressed at the summit,” said
Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan al:
Qassimi, the Secretary-General -
of the six-nation Gull Coopua—
tion Council (GCC).

GCC leaders have said th

will abide by "an Arab I;.a.aguL
decision” on the boyeott which
has been in force sinece the
1950s.
. Sheikh Fahim aaid
suonmit would also discuss aid
for the future autonomous
Pal - .inian territories of Jericho
and ihe Gaza Strip.

13ut he said GCC support for
the Palestinians was "nothing
new and dated back to well be
ember 13 ayton-

BELGRADE, Dece 20: Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic's
Socialist Party [SPS] appears to
be ahead in parliamentary elec-
tions but failing short of the
majority it needs to form a gov-

. ernment and avoid a ma.lmnn.

reports Reuter,

Opposition leaders predicted
that they would jointly win a
clear victory over the SPS and
one said it was time for opposi- .
tion parties to unite and take
" control of Serbia.

"It is almost ceértain that the
opposition will win these elec-
tions. The SPS will not win
more than 90 seats and will
have to give way to an opposi-
tion government,” lvan Kovace-
vic, spokesman for the opposi-
tion coalition depos, told
Reuters.

“The opposition must now
clear up all differences and take
control over Scrbia.”

But SPS spokesman Ivica
Dacic said:
that we are on our way to win
more votes than last year.” He
was relerring to elections held

less than year ago when the

SPS won 101 out of the 250
scats in the parliament.

The first unofficial results:
from 300 of the 10,000 polling
stations across Serbia showed
the SPS was in the lead as a
single party but only with a
slight margin.

It was winning close to 30
per cent of the votes counted so
far, the headquarters of the op-
position bloc depos and the
Democratic Party (DS) reported.

The opposition as a whole

"Our results show

Milosevic's party leading in
Serbian parliamentary polls

was winning three to one if their )

votes were counted together,
they saild. The opposition did
not form a campaign alliance
and their votes bave been split.

Depos led by Vuk Draskovic

and the DS headed by Zoran *

Dfindzic were trailing the SPS.

by a few percentage points each
but together accounted for as
many as 45 per cent of the
votes,

The next best placed were

the extreme nationalist radiecal

party (SRS) led by ‘Vojislav
Secselj and the Democratic Party
of Serbia (DSS) which together

accounted for some 25 per cent.
Milosevic's latest protege,

Zeliko Raznatovic Arkan, seen

- as a possible coalition partner

with the SPS, was losing badly

even in his Kasuvu stronghold. *

ally attain peace,” Oscar very positiye results will come said a peace pact would hel .fun:r S
-.Santos, an ser to President  out of this meeting," President forge a lasting peace in the mp ﬂ:?;fl :Ei{ u;t:ﬁ:m
Fidel ] Ramos in peace talks with ~ Fidel Ramos told reporters in  gion.: sation.

Off the Record

To facilitate extramarital
sexual trysts

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas: As governor of Arkansas, Bill Clin-
ton used his security stall to facilitate extramarital sexual
trysts, two state police officers who served in his security detadl

said Sunday, reports AFP.

The officers made the allegations oma CNN television in inter-
views the network said it arranged through attorney CHil Juck-
Son, a Chnton critic.

Bruece

of the president said "The allegajions swe ridiculous.”

Asked if Clinton denied having state police involved “Yes, he

Rumours that Clinton engaged in extraumarital affairs ran

wild during the 1992 presidential , fuelled singer
Jennifer Flowers, who said she had been hnnh:-!rinrll
years.

Clinton denied the claims but acknowledged alongside his

wife in a cam -trafl television interview that they had over-
come past marital troubles.

Murdered after secret
affair caume to light

NEW DELHL A teenaged girl and her WETE IRr-
dcrﬂm?mlnt:&mhmmlvﬂh#tnm&mlrdhmm
c ir came to light, the Hindustan Times reported
Monday, says AFP,

Sixteen-
murdered two days after she eloped last month, the dafly said.

Their bodies were exhumed on Satu

field dear the town of Meerut, some 70 metres (43 miles)
north of here.
Ruby left home on November 19 and hid in a barn near the

village of Basaull, the newspaper said.
Her uncle discovered the pair there two days

, a senjor White House offictal and close fricnd

-year-old Ruby and her neighbour Gyanesh, 19, were

from a sugarcane

later afler

h went there with food and
ml strangled them with the help

t other people, it said.
Ruby’s mother was u tant about the

"What was the solution?” she told the daily. "We could not
stomach the {Asult”.

The murder reflects the strict social mores in Indian villages
where marriages are arranged by the family and love aflairs are
frowned upon. The price for adultery is ofien social ostracism or
banishment.

It's okay to steal if you
are poor and desperate

WELLINGTON, New Zealand: ltlumhwﬂmmm
and desperate, a Methodist clergy man dubbed the “Robin
Hood" preacher says, reports AP.

Rev Brian Turner, who runs a charity for poverty-siricken
{families, told the New Zealand Press Association over the week-
end that all people have a right to good housing, health and ad-
equate food.

"If the process of a socicty robs people of that and they've
tried every other means to meet these needs ... then there is
some moral justification for stealing,” he said.

His comments only a week away from Christmas were criti-

cised by police and the government.

"It is dangerous to suggest there are justifiable grounds for
stealing,” government Social Welfare Minister Peter Gresham

tl'u:.

said. “Is it fair to open shops (stores) to wholesale Pillaging?
Assistant Police Commissioner Galbraith, said officers can't

condone stealing.

"We recognise the difficulty some familics are in, in wrms of

nuiking ends meet,’

" Galbraith said.

“But we can't relax our pol--

iey of dealing with pcoplec who sical.
. Turner says dosperale people have been stealing foéd | Il'iii

feudal times {n Europe.
. People should nnly

stcal to survive, not for profit, and ﬂmﬂ

take care that the people fr8imi whom they steal can afford it. He
said "government cuts lo social welfare are largely to blame for

poverty.

Turner's superior Methodist Church president Mervyn

Dine

disagrees that theft s justifiable but said Turner won't be pun-

ished for his comments.

Dine also blames government policy for problenis facing the

Student jailed for
stalking ex-girlfriend

LONDON: A graduate student was sentenced to four months

poor,

in jail for stalking his ex-

girlfriend to the point where she slept

with a bageball bat and knife, reports AP.

Gholam Jahanbani, 34, who is studying for 4 master’s
in psychology, was convicted this week of two counts .of criminal
harassment under Ottawa's new anti-stalking law.

Judge John Menzies of the Ontario Court's provincial divi-
sion said Wednesday he was sentencing Jahanbani to jail to

.send a message.

"A woman shouldn’'t have to look f«=:ﬂrl‘1.11]3,F over her shoulder
when she goes to work or goes shopping,” Merizies said. “ When
a relafionship is over and when d woman says she doesn’t want

to see him again, that's the case.’

L

Jahanbani also was given two years probation. during which
he will be serw back to jail if he talks to or comes within 100

yards of the woman.

—

- "

Serbmn writer Vuk [h'askt}wc leader . of the opposing

parties coalition, and his wife Danica (L) cast thou' votes for
the Yugoslav general elections at a local poll station Sunday

in Belgrade.

— AFP photo
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US green card
holders occupying
govt positions in

Philippines .

MANILA, Dec 20; A US em-
bassy official confirmed

that a number of US green card

ment positions here, "[l’hﬁppﬁp
ﬁlﬂl’ reported today, says Xin-
ua.

Quoting an ; source,
whq refused to be identiflicd, the
National newspaper said that
the official also expressed the
belief that even some natu-
ralised Filipino . Americans are
holding sensitive posts in the
government. :

Yet the US official reportedly
refused to ifdentify those who
have turned US citizens, citing
the US privacy act whic

*atrlrclly prohibits the dhciu-m

Floods leave 1 lakh

CLOMBO, Dec 20: Floods
caused by unprecedented rains
have wreaked havoc in Shri
Danka's war-torn northeast,
forcing more than 100,000 (o
abandon their homes and seck
shelter at relief centres, offictals
said today, reports AFP,

Heavy rains in the past week
have d ed houscs, crops
and submerged roads across
the northeast, the threat of
fighting between government
troops and Tamil rebels, and
inhabited mostly by minority
Tamils, officials said.

However, estimates ol lood
victims were only from govern-

| ment-held areas and not from

swathes of the northeast that
are dominated by the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamils Ee-
lam (LTTE), officials said.

"As a result of unprece-
dented rain, thousands of fami-
lies have been affected. All steps
have been taken to airlift food to
those alfected,” N Wijewntha,
Director of Social Services, said.

The army camp in northeast
Well Oya 'was partially sub-
merged and dry rations and
other essential supplics moved
to safe locations, a military
spokesman here said.

fe said the army was spear-
heading relief operations in the
region and acknowledged that

‘that had bl |

homeless in Lanka

there could be thuunands mgn.
aflected in LTTE-dominated re-
gions in the island's northern
and eastern provinces. _

A spokesman for the meteo-
rology department said the cur-
rent monsoonal weather cou-

pled with a decp depression
in the Bay ol
Bengal and centred off the is-
land's northeastern coast had
causcd the cxeeptional deluge.

- Batticaloa district in the cast
was the worst aflccled with
more than 20,000 familics
compelled to escape the rav
aging waters by moving intw
makeshift relief centres in gov-
ernment buildings and schools,

officials said.

"Many roads in Batticaloa
arc. underwater. Mosl Lumilies
acled quickly by temporarily
meoving into schools and other
buildings,” said B :r Lohan
Gunewardene who is leading
the relief effort in the region.

. Breathed dykes dﬂd hcavy
downpours have lefl roads in -
passible in ecastern Polon-
naruwa and northeentral Anu-
radhapura districts which ar¢
inhabited by majority Sinhalesc,
officials said.

Northern manncr, \"’.wu::iyu
and Trincomalee districts have
also been identified as Nood-

- siricken areas, officials said.

., HEBRON, West Bank, Dec
20 : Israel on Sunday released
some of the 197 Palestinians it
 allowed to return last week from
banishment in South Lebanon,
reports Reuter.

They returmed to their homes
as they had been taken from
them — in the dark of night.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
exiled 415 Palestinians from the
occupied territories on De-
cember 17, 1902, to avenge the

killing of five Israeli soldiers by
Musiim militanits,
Israel allowed 197 to return

Israel releases 197
Palestinians

on Wednesday. It had
taken 200 back, and 18
into Lebanon to avold co

ing long jafl terms.

A military official declined to
say how many of the 197 men
were included tn Sunday’'s re-
lease but Israel's army radio put
the number at 120,

‘A second military official
said since the men were
relcased throughout the occu-
pied territories one by ohe a

complete tally would probably
only be on W'
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