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NEWS BRIEFS

2 killed in
bus plunge

PABNA, Dec 20: Two people
were killed and 35 injured. a
dozen of them u-rhully when

an inter-d plun
into a mn!m :: nn ¢
Pabna-N highway last

night. The dead were identified
as Tanu, 2, who died on the
spot and Jobeda Khatun who
died on way to Kashinathpur
Health Centre. Nine of the in-

jured were admitted to Sadar -

Hospital while three rushed to
Rashinathpur Health Centre.
Police n.m.‘l witnesses said the
Dhaka-bound night coach from
Ishurdi tumbled into a water-
filled ditch after a front whecl

was disjointed, reports UNB.
Israel-PLO

talks today

JERUSALEM, Dec 20: Isracl
and the PLO were to hold fresh
talks Tuesday, probably in
Cairo, amid reports of progress
in their bid tolaunch autonomy
on the Gaza Strip and Wesl
Bank town of Jericho. The new
round ol talks would be in the
framework of a Hafson commit-
tee set up to oversee implemen-
tation of the September 13 au-
tonomy deal, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin's spokesman said
today, reports AFP.

Benazilf to visit
North Korea

ISLAMABAD, Dec 20: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto will visit North Korea at
the end of her planned two-day
irip to China starting next
week, an official statement here
sajd today. The: December 29-
30 visit to Pyo is in re-
sponse o an invitation from the
North Korean leader Kim Il
Sung, it said. Bhutto will be the
first Pakistani head of govern-
ntntnfllltctﬂﬂlﬂﬂunhﬂu—
rea, it said, reports AFP.

Balanzino NATO
Dy Secy Gen

BRUSSELS, Dec 20: Sergio
Silvio Bﬂhn:im Italy’'s Ambas-
sador to Canada, has been ap-
pointed Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of Hﬁm the alliance said
today. -

It said Balanzino, whose ap
pointment was made by Nnm
Secretary General Manfred
Woemer, would start his new

job on February, reports Reuter.
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gladesh mntmgent marches past at the colourful opening ceremony
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Japan ﬁna]ly agrees

Putting all speculations to
rest, Japan has finally agreed Lo
co-finance the long cherished
Jamuna Multipu Bridge
Project WMBP). The long wait
for the Japanese green signal
came to an end last night,

diplomatic sources in Dhaka
said. u

In a special message to the
World Bank(WB) Headquarters

- in Washington, Japan has con-

veyed its decision to finance the
Jamu.rmbridﬁ:p

Japan 'fe mtpected to dis-
burse its credit of 200 million

US dollars as soon as other
Enrmhucnmmmpll:wd

With i‘.ht go-ahead signal
from Japan, the ‘'WB and the

| Astan Development Bank{ADB)

will resume their work regard-
ing the prestigious project of

The WB and the ADB are to

contribute 200 million dallars
cach for the 700 million US

By Inam Ahmed

dollar project, which had been
awafiting Japans positive re-
sponse,

The green signal came ten
days after a high-level Japanese
team’s visit to Dhaka. The dele-
gation discussed with the gov-
ernment different issues includ-
ing technical, engineering and
rescttlement plans.

The WB and the ADB aré
ready with their contribution for
the Jamuna bridge project but
they could not approve the fi-
nancial without firm
support from Japan.

Now that Japan has finally
agregd, the aumﬂlng of the var-
jous construction work compo-
nents of the JMBP will go on as
scheduled and there was no
need for extension of the bid

- validity dates, sources said.

Of the estimated 700 million
US dollars, the Government of
Bangladesh would provide 100
‘million dollars to fill the gap be- _

to co-finance JMBP

tween the donors' contribution
and the actual cost.

"~ "Japan's decisionscomes at a
very crucial moment because of
all the complications that could
have arisen from a possible de-
lay." One source said,
adding:"We have been able to
avert a huge cost escalation.”

"Japan's green signal came
because we could satisly them
with answers about all the
questions raised by them,” an-
other source said.

Finance Minister M Saifur

Rahman, on his return frdm

Japan lale last month, had
mentioned that "Japan's deci-
sion is only a matter of time.”

Japan had expressed reser-
vations about the question of-
resettlement of people to be al-
fected by the project. Informed
sources said the original reset-
tlement pro was subsc-
quently revised, raising the cost
to 47 million dollarg from 16
million dollars.

'[_BNPgovtgavenothmgto

_country till now : Hasina

From Our Correspondent

* RANGPUR, Dec 20: Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
and Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina said here today that the
BNP could give nothing to the
country during its two and a
half year rule.

She accused the government
of "corruption and terrorism”
and called the ruling party in-

pable of safegu#rding the
hardem-mdde

"Democracy has been crip-
pled in the hands of BNF 3
Hasina said.

Hasina also blamed the BNP
for betraying the election
pledges.

Addressing a public meeting
at the Public Library premises
here she blasted the govern-
ment for not heeding to her
party’s demands including re-
peal of Indemnity Ordinance
that blocked the trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Presided by the District AL
president Anisul Haq Chowd-
hury, the meeting was also ad-
dressed by its presidium mem-
bers Abdul Mannan, Amir Hos-
sain Amu and Ivy Rahman.

Hasina blasted the govern-

ment also for non-implementa-
tion of the joint declaration of
the three alliances, 4-point
agreement signed in parliament,
10-peint demand of the stu-
dents and agreement with the
workers.

She accused the government
of selling out mationalised mills
and factories at throw ‘away
prices. Shayampur Sugar Mill
in Rangpur having assets of
more than Tk 100 crore is being
sold at Tk five crore, she said.

"During the two and a half
years of rule of BNP, it could
not set up a single factory. On
the contrary, thousands of

workers and cmplnyt:f:s lost
their jobs,” she said.

Bhﬂ said 1l her Parl_)! was’

voted to power it will ensure
basic needs of the people and
reintroduce subsidy in the agri-
culture sectoral, ﬂct up agro-

based and cottage industrics to

::ireale employment op purlu ni-
es

Earlfer, 33 lawyers led by
Rangpur Bar President Advn-
cate Nazrul Islam joined the

Awami League, , 4

1 of titanium metal,

'Black diamond’

‘available in

_ beach sands

Bangladesh can save several
crore taka every year through
extraction and commercial use
of llmenite, a heavy metal avail-
able in beach sands, said a se-
nior faculty member of the En-
gineering University yesterday,
reports UNB.

llmenite, known as black di-
amond, has been found in 17
areas of the country’'s 550 km
coastal belt. Deposits of the
metal worth Taka 1,500 crore
could be separated from beach
sands, which will meet domestic
demand of about 25 years. .

Briefing newsmen about the
findings of a research at the
Department of Metallurgical
Engineering of Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and

-Technology (BUET), Prof A S W

Kurny said that 43,564,504 tons
of heavy metal were found in
beach sands of which
10,25,668 tons are llmenite.
[lmenite is the raw material
used in
paints, leather p radi-
ation protection shield, refrac-
See Page 12 Col ]

Minister tells seminar on Islamic common market
e o R O A0 AL SOMMTOT THARREY

'Time to develop mechanism

for stronger economic ties

Industries Hinister M Za-
hiruddin Khan yesterday said if

the Muslim countries failed to

act properly in response to the
changing economic phenomena
of the world thcy would be
marginalised.

He said the Muslim world
should not keep its eyes closed
al a time when enormous
changes were taking place
throughout the world in the
form of economic reforms and
restructuring.

The Islamic countries at this
moment must develop a num-
ber of institutions and mecha-

By Staff Correspondent

nisms to help increase econo-
mic cooperation among thems-
elves, Zahiruddin Khan said.

The minister was addressing
as chiel guest the concluding
session of the three-day semi-
nar on an Islamfc Common
Market, organised by the Is-
lamic Ec:tmomlc Research Bu-
reau in collaboration with the
Islami Bank, Bangladesh Lim-
ited and Al-Baraka Bank,
Bangladesh Limited at Hotel
Sheraton.

Khan said the concept &f an
Islamic Common Market i$ not
detrimental to other global eco-

nomic groupings; rather, it is
complementary to the expan-
sion of the w:r-{:l economy.,

The western countries have
been restructuring their econ-
omy to get themselves prepared
for the post-industrialised pe-
riod of their economies and a
number of new countries are
appearing as new economic
powers, he said. With a few ex-
ceptions, the Muslim countries
are lagging behind in this race,
he added.

Referring to the resource

dmnstrnint: of the Muslim coun-

Sce Page 12 Col 1

| Dhaka, Yangon may

begin border

trade soon

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 20:
Bangladesh and Myanmar arc
likely to begin border trade
shortly, reports UNB,

The indication came [rom the
talks held here today between
border security forces of the two
countries.

Officials said after two-and-
a-half hour talks that il was
agreed that the two ncighbourly
countries would go for border
trade to benefit their peoples.

The nine-member
Bangladesh delegation headed
by BDR Chiltagong scclor
commander Col Kazi Ashrafud-
din Ahmed and the 14-member
Myanmar delegation led by Di.
Fector of Border Immigration
Col Than Ayeder ~met at the
BDR rest house on the beach.

Jute Cl sheet, MS rod,
asbestos sheets, cement, alu-
minium utensils and old clothes
of Bangladesh have a great de-
mand in Myanmar. Bamboo,
timber, betel nut, shrimp and
spices may be imported from
Myanmar, offictals attending
the meeting said.

. Both sides agreed to resolve

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Advani, six
others freed

LUCKNOW, India, Dec 20:
Seven top Hindu leaders ar-
rested 13 days over the raz-
ing of the Babri Mosque last
year were released today follow-
ing a court order, reports AFP,

Chief judicial Magistrate Vi-
jay Verma ordered the release of
Lal Krishna Advani, President of
the Hindu-revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, or Indian
People's Party), and six others
in this northemn city.

"The state has created a sit-
uation whereby this court has
no option but to release (them)
from judicial custody,” Judge
Verma said. “They will be re-
quired to appear as and when
the court needs them during
the trial.”

Officials said that besides
Advani, the others released in-
cluded former BJP President
Murli Manohar Joshi, and
Kalyan Singh, a former Thiefl
Minister of the northern state of
Uttar Pradesh where the Babri-
Mosque was located,

But the judge did not order
the release of Pawan Pandey, a
member of the Hindu militant
group Shiv Sena (Shiva's Army]),
who was also arrested on De-
cember 7. No reason was given.

@The Daily Star
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SAF Games get off

to colourful start

Sports Reporter

An lhnnrblng spell of
sonorous symphony and opal
opulence the Dhaka Sta-
dium and a winter afternoon in
a rare colour of mirth and radi-
ance as the Sixth South Astan
Federation(SAF) Games got off

to a glorfous start yesterday.
Over 1200 participants {rom

the seven SAARC member na-
tions — India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, the Maldtves, Shri

Lanka and hosts Bangladesh —

gathered in a kermess designed

to mark the opening of the re-
gion's sporting bonanza.

There was that little mtpt:ttcd
lapse in the schedule and ba-
garre mostly at the entry points,
but when the show started and
the tune got turned, all the heat
and fever wore off to usher in a
mood of appreciation.

Alter the aloof array of VVIPs
and VIPs, which included Presi-
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas
and Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
had Laken their seats following
a short stay of the latter at the
dais as the chief guest and, of
course, the playing of the na-

tional anthem, it all started
happening.
Paratroo from the Bang-

ladesh Army schussed down
from the cloudless a azure sky
on the sprawling lush green
bowl. First to get down to the
earth was the paratrooper car-
rying the Indian flag, then Pak-
istan, Nepal, Bhutan, the Mal-
dives and hosts Bangladesh.
Then it was an unceasing
procession of diverse displays.
Runa Laila, the leading female

. singer of the country, who has

been flown all the way from
London just to lip-sing to a
prerecorded song of hers. Atop

“a funny looking automobile float

an overweight Runa really
played her role as the prima
donna. Her's was a welcome
song followed by the speech
from the PM w}m, draped in a
deep saffron coloured saree, de-
livered her formal speech as the
special guest from the VIP
gallery.

Abdur Rahman Biswas de-
clared the meet open in a de-
lightfully transient utterance.
Ace swimmer Mosharrafl Hos-
sain and former sprinter Sufia
Khatoon brought the Games
torch into the ground and Za-
karia Pintu, a reputed footballer
of the yesteryears, ran up to
ignite the cauldron of a torch
perched atop the gallery at the

northern side of the stadium.

Then hEFn the marchpast of
thr ph and officials. Pre-
petite ladies

ou
c:a.n'}"lng pL:l of the names
of the participating countries,

the actors and the actresses of

the week-long stage showed up.

Kiran Srestha bore the flag

of Nepal — the hosts of the first
SAF Games way back in 1984,
and the 250 members of the
squad took the field by the
north gate of the stadtum in
their traditional dress of churi-
dars and caps.

The Pakistanis, nuniltu.ring
up to 172, donned in green
blazers, followed the Nepalese
with Ashral Ali Chengizi bearing
the national flag,

India’'s ace runner and a
speculated sweeper of more
than one gold in this meet, Ba
hadur Prasad, led the 248
strong Indian contingent out on
the green.,

Sayeed All was the Maldives'
flag bearer as a group of 170
men and women strolled out

See Page 12 Col 4

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia welcomed partici-
pants of South Asia's biggest
sports extravaganza that began
here yesterday, saying it would
build bridges of understanding,
narrow down differences and
forge new [riendships among
the SAARC-member nations,
reports UNB.

"The South Asian countries
you represent are also united by
the spirit of SAARC. Occasions
such as this will further
strengthen our ties. This will
help create an environment of
cooperation and cordiality,” she
sfid addressing the colouriul

openting function of the 6th SAR:

Games at the National Stadium
in the aftermoon.

The aim of the SAF Games is
not just to go "faster, higher and
stronger’ singly but to advance
together, be it in sports or in

any other field of human devel-
opment.

“The SAF Games are not to
be seen as a mere competition
among countres. Nor are these

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Bangladesh's Kamer Hamad in white, is challenged by a
Maldives defender during their VI SAF Games soccer
tournament Group B opener at the Mirpur Stadium last
-night. Kaiser muffed a penalty kick, costing the hosts a
valuable point, the match ending goalless. Report on Page 10.
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Candidates in 3
cities file
nomination
papers today

By Staff Correspondent

Candidates for the posts of
mayors and commissioners in
three cities — Chitlagong,
Khulna and Rajshahi — will file
their nomination papers today.

The papers will be scruti-
nised tomorrow. Withdrawal of
nominations has been fixed on
December 30.

Elections of these three city
corporations will be held on

aruu.[z.'iﬂnﬂxt. i s

have mnunr ﬁnnhsed their -

candidalgs for the city corpora-

| tion polis.

Our Chittagong Correspon-
Sece Page 12 Col B

‘Major partles prepare |

for DCC elections

By Staff Correspondent

Hectic preparations are on

among the major political par-
ties for fighting the battle for
the coveted mayorship of
Dhaka, scheduled for January
30. Some 17 lakh voters are
enrolled for the city polls to
elect the gity father through di-
rect vote for the first time. The
city area encompasses eight
parliamentary constituencies.
* The ruling Ban sh Na-
tionalists Party [BNP) and its
main rival the Awami League
are learnt to have already se-
lected their candidates, but they
are yet to make public an-
nouncements.

The incumbent mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)

Mirza Abbas, has clinched the
ruling party’s nomination while
the AL's city unit chief Mo-
Hammad Hanif is tipped to be
his party's likely candidate. The
last date for filing nominations
is December 29,

Other opposition parties, in-
cluding the Jatiya Party, the
Jammat-e-Islami and the com-
bine of 10 Left parties, as also
the floated Gano Forum
(GF). too, are taking all
preparations to contest the post
of city mayor and 90 ward
commissioners of the capital.

According to the Divisional

Election Commissioner's office,

nobody except A T M Azharul
See Page 12 Col 3
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Irregularities in
Zia Fertilizer:
40 found guilty

Forty people have beén
found guilty of causing financial
loss to the Zia Fertilizer Com-
pany through the purchase of
unnecessary spare parts and
other irregularities, reports
UNB.

This was disclosed
by Indastries Secretary AH M
Abdul Hye in a meeting of the
"Action Taken Committee” of

the Parliamenta Standing
Accounts,

Commitiee on Pub
says a Sangsad Segretariat
press release.

Legal measures are being
taken against the accused, he
lold the meeting presided over
by ruling party MP Anwarul
Hossain Khan.

The meeting at Sangsad
Bhaban ‘discussed the
bunglings and the progress in
taking action against the crimi-
nals as per recommendation of
the Standing Committee.*

it also discussed the problem
of excess manpower of the Zia
Fertilizer Factory. The secretary
informed the mutmg of prompt
measures under proeess in this
respect also.

Strike paralyses
Kashmir valley

SRINAGAR, India, Dec 20:
Muslim militants attacked In-
dian troops as a strike -
ysed the Kashmir valley today
following the arrest of one of the
most wanted Kashmir{
leaders, reports AFP.

. Militants staged attacks on
sccurity pickets and bunkers in
this Kashmir summer capital
with and assault rifles
following the arrest of a leading
militant, Ahsan Dar, at his Sri-
nagar home, police said.

No casualties were
today but 11 people died in vio-
lence overnight, inc four
members of the
killed when militants detonated
a land-mine under their uehicle,
police sald, |

Dar, the 40-year-old com-
mahder of the Muslim Mu-
jahideen, was captured along
with a deputy and three other
top guerillas late Sunday by the
Border Securi | Force [Bll"}
following a ti ¥

A former lchuultucher D-r
was one of the most charismatic
leaders of the four-year-old
Muslim separatis don
Kashmir.

Kamal for train
institute to
improve skills
of judges

Gano Forum president Dr

g

Kamal Hossain yesterday pro-
posed that a separate ju
training institute be set up o

improve skills of the judges fl:lr
the improvement of the judicial
system, reports UNB. |
"We want to establish rule of
law, but it is not possible with-
out improving the existing judi-

1 cial system,” he said

The GF president was ad-
dressing a seminar on "Judicial
Reform in Bangladesh™ ar-
ranged by the Society for Legal
Studies, an organisation of the
Law students of the Dhaka
University, at the TSC ycsterday
alternoon.

President of the Mnjlht

1gSamannya Parishad Advocale

Shamsul Haq Chowdhury,
Supreme Court lawyer Barrister
Lutfur Rahman Shahjahan and
Consultant of a Canada-based
law school Kazi MA Hamid also
spoke at the seminar, presided
over by the chairman of the Law
Department Dr ABM Mafizul
Islam Patwari. Secrelary *
of the BCS (Judiciary) Associa-
tion M Golam Murlaza Ma-
jumder presented the key-note
Sce Page 12 Col 7

Woman robbed

~at Dhanmondi

By Staff Correspondent

A gang ol muggers riding a
baby taxi robbed a female rick-
shaw passenger of her gold
bangles and a chain and
blasted two cocktails while
cscaping the scene at Road
No.3, Dhanmondi at 9.40 pm
yesterday .

The incident occurred in
front of the residence of the
Deputy Minister for Health and
the o of The Daily Star.

The muggers let behind an
old cap, a rubber sandal and
the remains of the cocktails on
the spot.

Pedestrians and residents of
the area, who gathered there
alter the lady, accompanied by
a child had ratsed a hue and
cry, told The Daily Star corre-

See Page 12 Col 1



