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Khatoon, the country’s fas- wﬂ: muy ﬁnd !h:
pauutbyha-regumai rivals too hot to handle.
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Hosts have their work cut ou

South Asian region with the
largest contingent of the meet
that gets underway today amid
a grand opening ceremony at
the Dhaka Stadium.

Bangladesh are fielding 263

men and women for a maxi-
mum of 117 golds in eleven dis-
ciplines.

The hosts are taking part in
all the disciplines including
judo, the maiden entrant,
alongside football, athletics,

shooting, volleyball,
kabaddi, tennis, table tennis,
boxing and wrestling.

The opening day of the eight-
day ]nni meet will see
givirig its best shot
as the ii:ntbl.llcn take on their
counterparts from the Maldives,
runners-up of the last SAF
Games in Colagmbo in 199] in
the day's second match sched-
tled for a 8:30 pm start at the
Mirpur Stadium.

Reigning champions Pak-
istan, who are on a hattrick,
having won the football golds in
the successive meets in [slam-
abad and Colombo, will take on
Shri Lanka in the first match

beginning at 6:30 in the evening
at the same venue. Ironically

Bangladesh, who are seeded
above their six South Asian

rs according to the lat-
cst FIFA . have not won
the gold in football for even
once. The necarest they came
was in 1985, during the second
SAF Games held in Dhaka for
the first time, losing to India in
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the final on a penalty shoot-eut
following a one-all dead lock
during the regulation period.

Trained over two and a halfl
months by FIFA coach Oldrich
Svab, Bangladesh will go all-out
this year to win the elusive gold.
Already a twenty-strong team
with Arif Hossain as the captain
has been announced.

The Swiss coach, whose ac-
cent has been on team
rather Ii;l::nk individual bril-
Hance, ept two very no-
table players outside the final
are winger Rum-
man Bin Wali Shabbir and vet-
eran striker Sheikh Mohammed
Aslam. Although Bangladesh
beat the visiting Myanmar team
quite comprehensively in two
prep matches held in Dhaka
earlier this month, observers
feel that the local lads may lack
in fire-power. But with the
coach seemingly hrmking
hesitation or second th
it looks like the hosts are ld
ing the best possible leam in

the competition.

The hosts will also feature in
another meet on the opening
day. At the Ramna Tennis
Complex, Bangladesh will play
the Maldives in the morning in
a discipline that will precede the
opening ceremony, to be en-
acted later in the afternoon.
With India entering the fray as
the overwhelming favourites
with stars like Ramesh Krish-
nan, Vasudevan and Natekar,
even the zanfest of patriots will
not dream for a gold in tennis.
And following India will be Shri
Lanka and Pakistan, fairly.
strong outfits in their own

rights.
The bleak future in tennis

should be compensated by the
performance of the marksmen
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and wemen in shooting, a disci-
pline in which Bangladesh
bagod a maximum number of
golds in the last meet in Shr
Lankan capital Colombo. Ace
shooters like Ateequr Rahman
and Kazi Shahana Parveen will
be backed by some cxciting
young prospects, and there is
no reason why Bangladesh
should not better their haul of
ten medals, including three
golds.

However, in disciplines ol
traditional interest in a meet a
la Olympics like the SAF
Games, Bangladesh look dces-
tined to disappoint the sports
enithusiasts of the country.

Bangladesh's prospects in
athletics, despite the forced op-
timism of the officials, have
been hit hard by a number of

events, To start with, Gelam
Ambia, the [astest of the coun-
try who was tipped carlier to
ermilate the feat of late Shah
Alam, the undisputed king of
the 100m dash in two succes-
sive meects In 1985 and 1987,
was struck down by jaundice
recently and is unlikely Lo be
tested in his favourite event. [lis
place will probably be taken by
the BKSP's Bimal Taraldar who
is likely to perform upto the
scratch in his maiden interna-
tional exposure of this magni-
tude.

The 43-member athletics
contingent will miss the experi-
ence of Q veterans Shah
Jalal Mobin and Shahanuddin
Chowdhury, both whom did not
return from the USA aller tak-

e o
e

ing part in the World Untversity

Games earlier this year.

Swimming. another clou of
the meet. does not offer a rosy
future for the hosts either. Al
though the redoubtablc
Mo r Rahman, whe cap-
tured the lone gold in swimming
in the Colombo meet is very
much there, the Shri Lankan
and Indtan swimmers are likely
to reign in the pool.

It will be sometime belors
the hosts will be in a position o
pore over the sediment of the
sparkling days. but one obser:
vation or rather;, one should
says optimism, will not be pre-
posterous even prior to the
Gamcs. Bangladesh should bet-
ter their performance of 64
medals, including nine golds, in
the Second SAF Games here in
1985,
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Shoma, one of Bangladesh's bnght gold nwdai hopes, during practice at the Gulshan Shooting
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The Sixth SAF
Games logo
and mascot

Chanchala Chhay, The ¥V}
brant Six, the official emblem of
the VI SAF Games, 1993,
essentially embodies the Ben-
g2l number Six which, besides
signifying the ordinal of the
Games, has multifarious impli-
cations on the leitmotil of the
occaston. The six colours,
resenting the six seasons of
country, are curved out In a
rhythmie unity, forming the
shape of the Bengali number

The hierarchy of colours, as-
sociated with the six different
scasons, implics the underlying
tone of nature in Bangladesh.

Orange, which stands for
summer, 8 warmth, green, with
its verdurous vivacity, symbol-
ises the monsoons; autumn,
with its azure sky.is
sented by blue: pldcn 'mh
presents the sight of the ripe
paddy, speaks of the maturity ﬂ
the late autumn: mauve brings
the hibernal pleasance withr its
chilly atmosphere; while finally,
red adds a flamboyant com-
plexion over the vernal phase of
nature, suggesting the euphoria
of life.

The colourful semicircular
pattern, put into a track-like
shape of oblique straight lines,
is placed under the miniate
sun, representing Bangladesh, °
the host country. The six
tracks, in the traditional man-
ner, are divided into two ,
one of which is leading, The In-
ner dynamism of the SAF
Games is shown by the gradual
expansion of the tracks am
move side by side and [p .
hinting at the other six SAARC
countries.

"Adanwa”, The Indomitable,
is the mascot of the Games. It s
as irrepressible as the Ipﬂﬂ'nz
child of the legendary Roy
Bengal Tiger, the pride of the
world's largest mangrove forest
~ the Sundarbans, in southern
Bangladesh. The cub, not only
cute but naughty too, wearing a
hungi, befits the vivacity and vi-
talit}' of Euuth Asia’s youth.

r

Games to foster regu)nal amaity

ﬂﬂpmpmiﬂunmmmpiete
as the region's biggest sports
extravaganza — the Sixth South

- Asian Federation [SAF) Games

— kick off today amid great

at a press briefing
at Sonargaon Hotel last night,
the organisers hoped the re-
gional sporting meet would help
lift the spirits of the people liv-
ing in South Asia and inspire
them to strive  for attaining
Olympian heights.

Meanwhile, the Executive
Committee of the South Asian
Sports Federation (SASF), al its
16th fn Dhaka Satur-
day night, admitted two new
members —  Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan — into the South
Asian Sports Federation.

The decision was taken as
per the advice of the Olympic
Council of Asia (OCA) as well as
the . Internatienal Olympic
Council, said Gias Kamal
Chowdhury, President of the
Bangladesh Olympic Associa-
tion (BOA). Bangladesh who
presided over the meeting. The
inclusion of these two coun-
tries, though not members of
the SAARC, was prompted by

the new 11 uflh
zoning policy e

By Staff Correspondent
Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda, Post and
Telecommunications Minisler
Tariqul Islam and senior mem-
bers of the Games Organising
Commiittee also spoke at the
press briefing.
- Highlighting Bangladesh's ef-

. forts for increasing regional co-

operation in the sporis arcna,
Gias Kamal Chowdhury an-
nounced that the Seventh SAF
Games would take place .at
Madras in the Indian state of
Tamil Nadu, in 1995. The 1997

Games are likely to be held in

Kathmandu, Nepal.

Eleven hundred and ninety-
seven athletes from the scven-

nation South Asian Association
of Regional Cooperation
(SAARC]) are taking parl in the
meet.

- Hosts
ficlded the highest number of
263 participants.

The break up of the other

nations is: India —

248; Bhutan — 14: Shri Lanka

— 260; the Maldives — 77:

Nepal — 174; and Pakistan —
171.

. Besides, there are some 200
officials from the participating
countries.

Organisers of the SAF
Games informed newsmicn from

Bangladesh have

home and abroad that all -the
participants have arrived in
time and they have been com-
fortably accommodated at dif-
ferent city hotels.

Sixteen different committecs
have been to look aller
them, thnt:-_»,rmgml

The BOA president said that
&mﬂ&FmHmlmmmﬂ:

next six months to finalise the

flag and the official emblem for
the SAF Games.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Information Minister wel-
comed some eighty foreign
journalists now in the country
to cover the Games.

He also called upon them to
highlight the Games to Hft the
SAARC spirit.

A media centre has been

opened at the Purbani llotel -

Annexe to facilitate the journal-
ists to cover the meet, he said.
Post and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Tariqul Islam
said that the government has
spent taka 90 crore to make the
Sixth SAF games an all-out
success. This amount includes
the cost of building new, mod-
ern infrustructure, :unh as an
indoor stadium and a swimming

pool.
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TRIVIA
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A sum of Taka 40,70,000
will be needed to pay for the
transportation

of athletes, officials, medi-
amen and technical personnel
—estimated to total about 1300
— during the week-long re-
glonal sporting gala.

According to the tmn:pﬂrt-,

committee of the Games
Organising Committee, about
two hundred vehicles will be
pressed into service to ferry

people to and from the various
city venues for the 11-sport
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Nepal, which hosted the in-
augural SAF Games (n Kath-
mandu in 1984,will have the
honour of l:ndlng the team
marchpast at today's grand
opening ceremony.

This will be according to
the Bangla alphabetical order.

The Himalayan kingdom
will be followed by Pakistan.
India, Bhutan,the Maldives
and Shri Lanka. Bangladesh. as
the hosts, will bring up the

Tenr. ® W
The Bangladesh s

will award the best male and
thie athletes of
of the Sixth

poris

Journalists’ Association [H&JAJ

With its strong back-u of human resources, indepth

wealth of experience,
insurance requirements in a fast chang

eliance is fully

ng world

e ——— A | earty Welcome to the Partici pants
1 22232425| Mirpur Stadium, Dhaka Army Stadium & Mirpur Stadium| 805108 Mirpur
383701 Mirpur _ '
7| Swimming | 212223 _ National Swimming Navy/Dhanmondi Women 805142 Mirpur . ) Of the 6 th SAF Games :
24,2526 Complex Mirpur, Dhaka | Complex/Dhaka Stadium . —— - PO,
3. Volleyball 212223 National Indoor Stadium | Mirpur indoor stadium 805142 Mirpur B e e e e I FHHREHE $ : ' Eainaty
| 24 2526 Mirpur, Dhaka Dhanmondi women complcex
4. Wrestling 232425 Stadium Hockey Woodcen-floor Gymnasium 254466
5. | Jude 222324 | National Indoor Stadium | NSC Gymnasium/Mirpur 805142 Mirpur
| Mirpur, Dhaka _Indoor Stadium
6. | Kabadi | 22232425| Outer Stadium Kabaddi Ground, Dhaka 236788
7 Boxing 212223 National Stadium Boxing Stadium, Dhaka . 882770
24.25 .
8 Tennis | Ry Tennis Complex ~ Tennis Complex/Officers 506650
24 2526 Ramna, Dhaka Club, Dhaka Clyb '
9 Shooting 213223 Shooting Complcex Shooting Complcx, Gulshan 834099 Savar
| 24,2526 Guishan, Dhaka + 610260 Gulshan
| B K S P Tirani Savar
10. | Table Temnis | 21,2223 Dhanmondi Gymnasium Dhanmondi Gymnasium 816682
242526 » Dhanmondi, Dhaka |
11. | Football 20,22,2426|  National Stadium II Maldives—Air Force FB Ground . 264466
- National Stadium I Shri Lanka—Physical C{ﬂlcge Ground
India - BDR Ground
Pakistan - Rajarbagh FB Ground
Ncpal - Mirpur Outer Stadium
_Bangladesh - NavyFootball Ground

know-how and
?e ed to meet all your general

LIMITED

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH
Phone : PABX - 240106-6, 235080

Telex : 671186 RIL BJ

L ]




