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Cheaper Loans '

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman's instruction
to'the House Buildling Finance Corporation (HBFC)
for the disbursement of loans amounting to Tk 500
crore for the fitancial year 1993-94 and also for
reduction of interest rate on loans by one per cent
will be welcome to both those a to construct
houses of their own and the house owners

it extremely difficult to repay the credits they re-

ceived. Relief to genuine loanees u finan-
cial hardship is always an orm of eco-
nomic activity. But the occasion the Minis-

ter chose to divulge his decision looks less than

priate. After all, a ministerial decision of such
order follows certain rules and procedures. Since
the announcement of the instruction came at a
conference of senior officers of the HBFC, it gives a
misconc that the minister took the decision
on the spot. Let us hope it were not.so.

No doubt, the urban housing is a most active
sector — thanks to the gr demand. Mostly
city-based, this thriving hou business gets the
lion's share of the house-building loans. Small
towns and villages are covered by the pre-
sent housing sc e. Even the e of cities'
pressing housing problems does not take our sight
away from the lop-sided resource allocation as
provided by the present housing policy. In the con-
text of the dismal picture, as envisaged by devel-
opment scientists, of the future that
Dhaka is set to become, the government policy
should be clearly tilted towards lessening the hu-
man concentration in the cities.

If the benefits of loans less costly do not
reach people in the small towns and . but
gets concentrated in the large urban centres, the
government pu will be defeated in more than
one way. Cheaper loans may indeed be responsible
for more houses going up in the cities, the capital
one in particular, and even encou better re-
payment record but hardly lesse the acute ac-
commodation crisis of the salaried and low and
middle-income groups of the urban population.
Palatial and large houses will serve the privileged
and moneyed class. Better the government would
build economy apartments for long-term lease or
sale on instalment. The question of defaulting
could thus. be minimised simply because this pro-
gramme was primarily to serve the government's
employees whose job would have been the greatest
cnlf;teral. However, the housing p e could
gradually be extended to cover other classes of
»opulation.

n the case of housing in villages and small to-
wns, the challenge is reaﬂaﬁ daunting but it is also
worth accepting. The challenge obviously involves
income generation activities in those places rather
than their channelling into the cities. House buil-
ding credits should therefore have supporﬂnﬁ Szx
grammes to stop the rural exodus to cities.
migration brings people to works by uprooting
them from their moorings, under the new the
works should be brought to the village people. This
is the kind of development that, experts think, will
be suitable for developing countries like ours in the
new millennium.

The booming real estate business and house
building activities are an indication of a slump of

investment in the productive sector. People invest |

in houses when other investments are less paying.

When government funds are used in the sector in a
manner that gives the masses a marginal or .

tionable benefit, the & amme's merit caﬂsf for
reevaluation. Unless the benefits can be mare ra-

tionally and justifiably distributed, the HBFC credit
fails to serve the purpose it was meant to do.

A Winter Well Come

The sun has entered the constellation Pusha and
winter has now set in officially. Many a one was
feeling uneasy with the whole of November pa :
and even the be ing of December, without their
being enough bite in the wind. S e that the bite
should be here with a rare flourish of a punctilious
sense of timing, satisfying the Bangla Panjika of
both the vintage variety and Ershad-introduced
Bangla Academy one.

ere is irony in how this gourmet's season is
heralded by a regular scare in the kutcha market.
This regularity of the phenomenon should long
have healed the scare element in the Agrahayan-
November vegetable prigces. One sus that the
persistence of the alarmist h 0 over beans
arriving at Tk 200 a kg and onions mounting to Tk,
40 a kﬁ 18 a masochist's way of adding extra taste
to the dish. '

Beans and cauliflower, cabbages and cucum-
bers, tomato and paata are gloriously in.
But there is nothing to beat the , never mind
the leaf-size, and bathua (the name js from Bib-
hutibhushan and there art as many variations of
this as there are gastronomic districts in’ a-
desh and West Bengal) shaak bargainable to an
abysmal low of Taka 3 a

to make a dry pulp of your bathua quantity without

even a drop of edible oil — and , to take it
with rice well mixed by cﬁsp-md pepper, if |

you can take that, that is. ing to preparations
of minimal spices, the unbeatable or -kodu
or gourds have simply swamped the market and is
available even at below a tenner if you would settle
for a dish for four. Unluckily for housewives crazy
over m pickles the olives are rather prematu-
rely on the way out and sizeable ones ca-
nnot be Had for less than a nightmaris Tk 20 a kg,

The onion price spiral, lar in Kartik-Agra- .
heyan or November, tarried for too long on the
dizzy Pamir plateau sending many to experiment
with onionless dishes, once so common at Vaish-
nav Hindu houses and still quite an influence in
households of the general run of Hindus. The re-
sult of forced up of onions, even if very tem-
porarily, is not altogether unwholsome alfhou
one keeps on wondering why was this very health-
ful spice was banished, ‘even for wives with alive
and kicking husbands, from the kitchen by a peo-
ple known for | the spiciest dishes in the world.

There is a little mystery shrouding another win-
- ter special. The nolen gurer sandesh which has
. come to mean sandesh made of n arrived high-
scented date-molasses. It's a wonder how sweet-
meat makers start selling this gourment's choice
before the choicest of khejurer gur is here.

A pleasant surprise for this year's food season.

Fish price has suddenly slumped to suit the aver- |

age man's pocket. From pangash at Jess than
- 1k100 a kg to koi of medium not dem

more than Tk 3 a piece, the cool prices give the
Ber alee a sudden intimation of a paradise very

near and very real. This is too guod to hold for long. -

~ Welcome to you, O good an heartwarming win-
ter with that tang in the air and on the table
that makes life worth-living.

. But you must be sure
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Frimary and Mass kducation: Management and Accountability

by Kazi Fazlur Rahman

HE

‘than desirable quality of
education in general and pri-
mary education in particular
are recognised in all quarters as
matters of most serious
nalional concern. Many cite
inadequate public investment in
education as the main. il not
the only, reason for this
deplorable state ol giTairs. And
it is certainly true that many
<countries invest a higher pro-
portion of both GDP and gov.
ernment budgel for éducation,
particularly primary education’
Still. it must be recognised
that during the last decade and
hall. there has been substantial
increase in public investment in
this sector. with primary edu-
cation as the major beneficiary.
What is the nation getting in re-
turn of this much higher in-
vestiment? How effielent and ef
fective is the system responsible

« for the management of this in-

vesiment? How accountable is
the system? These question are
now highly relevant and timely,

The criteria of management
efliciency and accountability are
applicable for all kinds of public
investment. However, in the
context of unparalleled massive
increase in outlay for primary
education in recenl years, and
high national priority assigned
to Lthe achieving of the pgoal of
'Education for All", this as
sumes a special urgency in the
sector comprising primary and
mass education.

Investment in Primary

Education

Share of primary education
in the government budgets used
to be minuscule in the days of
both British and Pakistani
colonial rule. The status did not
change significantly in the firse
few years of independent
Bangladesh. It used to be neg-
ligible both in absolute amount
as well as the percemage of the
total education budget. The lat.
ter amount itself used to be a
very low proportion of the total
budgetary outlay. To make mat-
ters worse, the thoughtless and
imprudent decision of the then

" OMALIA is not an
ception that is going

o fade away in histo-

ry. it is a iragic indicator of

where the world is moving.”

That was the way Andrew
Natsios, former official of the US
Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), and now ex-
eculive director of World Vision
Relief and Development. Inc,
described the growth of what he
called complex humanitarian
emergencies in today's world.

Speaking at a receni press
briefing in Washington, which
was organized by World Vision
and Save the Children, Natsios
emphasized that "the great
challenge to the international
community from a political,
humanitarian, developmental
perspective is the fact that there
will be multiple Somalias all
over the world simultaneously”
in the future. Last year there
were 58 million people at risk of
starvation ir* 17 complex emer-
gencies around the world, he
said, and their numbers were
increasing.

Natsios defined complex hu-
manitarian emergencies as
"emergencies where there is
mass starvation, civil war, the
collapse of the economy, refugee
movemenits, food insecurity, vio-
lence” refated to ethnic conflict.

Focusing more specifically
on the Somalia experience,
James Kunder, another former
USAID official and now vice
president for programmnre devel-
opment of Save the Children,
said he was "concerned that
what we may have learned over

e —

address.

Americans on

Bangladesh cause
Sir, I have been reading in

your paper the moving accounts
of the Bangladesh liberation
war with special attention. My

“husband and [ were among the

Americans in Washington, DC,
who congregated there from all
over the country to lobby as
best we could dgainst our ad-
ministration's dastardly and in-
comprehensible policy towards
the cause of Bangladesh. |
would like to mention this lob-
bying effort as an addition to
Shah A M S Kibria's insightful
account, "Some Reflections on
the Victory Day: Nixon-
Kissinger's Tilt Policy.” { The
Daily Star, December 16, 1993).

Americans who had lived in
Bangladesh during the 1960's
were 80 in love with the country
that they could not sit by while
they knew their friends were in
danger or were being killed.
$pontaneously without previous
organization. engineers, teach-
ers, doctors, husbands and
wives dropped their usual oc-
cupations and sta pouring
into Washington. An ad hoc ol-
fice was set up in an old house
near the Capitol building while
lobbyists came and went,
sorhetimes sleeping on the floor
of the office and spending long
hours in the corridors, an-

government in 1973 to nalion-
alise the primary schools re-
sulted in a near total break-
down in the management of the
system and deprived it of the
basic minimum accountability.

A momenjous change was

brought about in terms of out-
lay in 1980 -81 budgef. ADP
[development budget) allocation
for primary education increased
more than four-fold over the

preceding year, 60.9 mil-
lon laka to 25.9% taka.

It is importdant in this con-
text to dispel a rather widely
held and yet unfounded notion
which has been propounded by
some experts” particularly the
foreign ones. They made the
great discovery” that the revo-
lutfonary policy decisions (o ac-
cord high priority to primary
and increase budgetary alloca-
tion for it came about as a re-
sult of pressure exerted by
donor agencies [ e. g. Gustavs-
son in his book Primary Educa-
tion in Bangladesh: For
Whom").

Such an assertion is a total
travesty of truth. Till about the
end of the decade of the seven-
ties, no donor agency gr country
iwith the sole exception of Hm-
itedd assistance from UNICEF)
evinced any interest in primary
education. It must be u fvo-
cally stated that not only the
significant increase in the bud-
getary allocations but also the

inttiative launched at this time -

for the improvement in the
quality and management In
primary education were the re-
sults of decisions taken by the
then government on its own. .t
was only after government ini-
tiatives were taken in this area
that some donors, for the first
time, began looking at primary
education as an area deserving
support. A factual description of
transitions may be seen in the
book. "Universal Primary Edu-
cation in Bangladesh” by Dr
Ellen Satter.

Till 1979-80. the allocation
for primary education as a pro-
portion of the total development
budget for the education sector
used to be about fifteen per
cent. In 1980-81. it increased to

forty five per cent. It was the
year in which first ever nation-
wide development programme
for primary education was
launched. World Bank funding
supported the progrdmme in 40
Thanas: for the rest of the coun-
try, the necessary investment
came from government re-
sources. The Second Five Year
Plan adopted and launched at
this time accorded very high
priority to primary and mass
education. This succeeded in
initiating a durable trend which
survived even the subsequent
changes in the government. De-
velopment budget allocation of
Taka 4872 million in 1993-94 is
the product of the trend.

The historic transition period
of the late eighties also wit-
nessed the beginning of major
increase in revenue budget for
primary education. This alloca-
tion has increased to Taka
7.944 million in 1993-94 as
against Taka 811 million in
1979-80. i

Thus In 1993-94 the bud-.
getary allocations for develop-
ment and revenue expenditure
on primary education increased
80 times and 10 times respec-
tively in nominal terms as com-
pared to 1979-80. .

Discounting inflation, these
increases in real terms are ap-
proximately 30 times in devel-
opment budget and 4 times in
revennue budget. No other sector
or sub-sector witnessed any
comparable increase in alloca-
tion over these years.

Return on Investment
and Accountability

In the above context, a ques-
tion bucumel highly pertinent.
What did the' nation receive or
is now receiving as return from
this massive investment? Has
there been commensurate im-
provement in respect of num-
bers and rates of enrolment, re-
tention up to the fifth grade.
and above all. the contents and
quality of instruction?

Even a cursory review of the
relevant statistics leads one to
the conclusion that the correla-

tion between the ever-increas-
ing amolints of investment In
primary education and its
quantitative or qualitative im-

provement is indeed very weak.
That is corroborated by general

public perception. This holds

good despite some improvement
in enreiment during the recent
years after the official introduc-
tion of "compulsory” primary
education beginning from Jan-
uary 1992 Yet the question re-
mains, whether this improve-
ment in enrolment can be sus-
tained and those coming to
school In Increased numbers
will survive the full five years.
And the most enthusiastic pro-
ponent of the present system
would hesitate to claim any
improvement in respect of
quality or quantum of lessons
imparted.

The most important factor
contributing to existing state of
affairs in primary education is
the management structure and
accountability system (or rather
lack of the same).

The Second Five Year Plan
launched in 1980-81 did not
confine itself to provision of
substantially higher financial
allocation for primary educa-
tion. It also laid down the strat-
egy and framework for qualita-
tive improvements, enhanced
efficiency of the management
systern and establishing ac-
countability at all levels. A
number of specific actions were
also initiated and progress was
made in those respects. How-
ever, violent political and ad-
ministrative changes took place
soon after. Following these
changes. the trend for iIncreas-
ing public expenditure for pri-
mary education continued, but
all initiatives undertaken for
ensuring an efficient, effective
and accountable management
system were aborted.

Administration of
Primary Education: A

Historical Perspective

Almost every primary school
in Bangladesh came into exis-

(c)
(usually from classes three to

six]). In many cases. the land or

even a significant part of eon-
struction cost used to be borne
by one of a few better off indi-
viduals or families. Yet, the
poorer members of the commu-

nity also contributed in kind or
voluntary labour even if they

could not made cash donations
Governments involvement in

management and-financial sup-
port towards maintenance of

such schools were insignificant.
The Benga! Primary Educa-

tion Act of 1930« with the
avowee] intention of oliviate in
troduction ol comphilsory
versal primary e¢ducation all

over the pravince of Bengal in

British India was the [irst major

governmemnt intervenijon in the
scene. inder this Act. a District
School Board for each district
was set up, District Education
Funds were created and the au-

thority for the management and

administration of the rural pri-
mary schools was entrusted
with these boards Municipal
authorities were given the same
responsibility for urban schools.

Under this Act. all properties
and assets of the primary
schools were transferred to the
respective Board. The Board
was made responsible for ar-
ranging the budgets f[or the
schools, opening new schools as
might be required for univer-
salization of primmary education
and appointed and supervision
of the teachers. An education
cess was imposed for raising
funds [or these purposes For
day Lo day administration and

managemenl, a managing
comnittee was constituted for
each school

Somalia Shows the World's Future?

John Sedlins writes from Washington

the last year is perhaps the
wrong lesson.”

While stressing his belief
that the United States and the
international community "did
the right ting" by intervening,
he said he was "afraid the les-
son we may have learned is a
lesson of powerlessness in the
face of complex emergencies
like Somalia. [ firmly believe
that if US troops and other UN
contingents were not in Sornalia
now that there is every expec-
tation that we would have a re-
version aver time to the chaos
that characterized the situation
last year."

International humanitarian
troops in Somalia "not gnly
have saved lives, but are saving
lives and will continue to save
lives as long as there is a pres-
ence in Somalia,” he stressed.

Kunder urged improvement
"in military-civilian coordination
and cooperation in crises,”
mentioning a recent two-week
joinl training programme at
Fort Polk, Louisiana. in which
NGOs and US military person-
nel sought to understand how
the other group works in such
emergencies. "A lot of work is
going on; a lot more work re-
mains to be done in this area of

. cooperation.,” said Kunder.

"When US military met
US civilian relief and
US humanitarian tions

[NGOs] in Somalia when US
forces landed there last Decem-
ber 9, in many cases we were

———— e T
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techambers and chambers of
Senators and Representatives.
It took three months before a
draft bill which would demand
stopping aid to Pakistan began
to move towards a vote. Finally
voted. in, it was an accomplish-
ment that came somewhat “too
little, too late.” But by
many government officials had
been educated as a result of the
lobbying; many who had been
ignorant of even where
Bangladesh was located had

become informed and sympa-
thetic. .

It was a time that “Dhaka
alumni and alumnae” will never
forget. Today, as people here in
Bangladesh commemorate their
heros and all those who suf-
fered through those terrible
limes, we, too relive the fight
and grieve again.

Mary Frances Dunham

An admirer of the Bangladeshi
people

11 Siddeswari Road., Dhaka.

Suffering at
Sheorapara bus stop

Sir, The office goers, stu-
dents and people of all other
walks of life avail transport from
Sheorapara stoppage on Rokeya
Sharani. This is the only bus
stoppage for the people of
Ibrahimpur, Kafrul, Sheorapara
and Pirerbag area. But in the

. the

then

people meeting each other for
the very first time. | was there
and | can assure you that that's
the way it was." he explained.
"Pedple did not understand
each other's terminology ... [or]
each other’s role in dealing with
the humanitarian crisis.”

One result of the Fort Polk
training exercise has been the
development of a draft paper
entitled "Multiservice Proce-
dures for Foreign Humanitarian
Assistance Operations,” for use
in future humanitarian opera-
tions. .

While "that may sound a lit-
tle bit like US military jargon.”
said Kunder, "it is an attempt to
allow each military officer in the
field to understand the role of
each of the civilian components
that he or she is likely to en-
counter if they are called to
serve in a relief operation.”

Explained Nations (who has
direct experience of both mili-
tary and NGO environments),
"The goal 1§ to undérstand our
cultures better. The NGO cul-
ture is very different from the
military." The military is disci-
plined, orderly. and hierarchi-
cal, he said, while NGOs are
"much more linear” in terms of
organization. not particularly
disciplined, and much more
consultative,

Kunder said policy-makers
should be looking at strength-
ening the United Nations. "The

niorning peak hours no minibus
makes their stoppage. Most of
the buses ply from Mirpur, at-

- taching the label 'direct' means

‘Btratthin’ or non-stop service.

. Moreover, all tempos go to Mir-
pur to lead the

and
directly go to Farmgate. So, we
of the area have to
wait to catch a bus for hours
together. If any local bus stops
at Sheorapara luckily to drop
any . then people try

and return with pale face and
some people avail the bus with
great considerable of life. But
after 1lam the tempos and

modes of transports, such as,
rickshaws, mishuks and baby
taxis with higher charge beyond
our means. In this way how
long we are to suffer. SO our
following suggestions may help
reducing the sufferings of peo-
ple of this area:

Introducing double deckers,
BRTC local bus from Mirpur
having stoppages at Kazipara,
Sheorapara, Taltala and Agar-

All Bhashantek-Saidabad
mini bus must be local starting

from Mirpur

Tempos for Sheorapara-
Farmgate must be given distin-
guishing with nos.

Introducing private bus from
Mirpur to Saidabad like there
are from Motijheel to Gulshan.

The authoritiés concerned
are requested to look into the
matter and take early initiative
to mitigate the sufferings of the
people of the area.

Abdul Malek
774, Ibrahimpur; Dhaka Cantt.

| power is very

passenger
to coax in with great difficulty,

UN has completely inadequate
crisis management capacky
now.” he said.

"Increased emphasis among
US policy-makers — political
and military — on the linkages
between humanitarian relief
and long-term development”
was a third item on Kunder's
list.

- Echoing Natsios's point,
Kunder said, "The kinds of
crises that we are going to be
facing for the next generation

are the 'destroyed state crises
that require us learning the
lechniques for putting back on

track countries and societies

that have gotten off the path of

development and have become

disintegrated states."

He also urged the interna-
tional community to consider
setting up specific forces with
special training in such emer-
gencies, troops he called a
"humanitarian legion *

Both he and Natsios men-
tioned that USAID Administra-
tor J Brian Atwood has estab-

Middle Schools

Those were the days of for-
eign colonial rule. Yet the sys-
lem injroduced by Lhis Act was
laudably democratic and de-
centralised. The School Board
was constituted with the
sentatives of Lhe slected mem-
bers of the then District Board
and Union Boards elected
teacher representatives. repre-

- Ssemiiatives of the guardians and

concerned local level -
ment officials. The Act further
envisaged that the Distriet
School Boards during the
eight years of their operatio
will have a government official
[the District Magistrate) as its
chairman and subsequently it
will be headed by an elected
non-official chairman,

These Boards were duly con-
stituted and started operation,
However. the declared
of introduction of universal
primary education had to be
postponed indefinitely due to
the disruptions caused by the
Second World War and subse-
yuent political tumults and
upheavals. Yet. the local level
management arnd ace
sysiem introduced by the Act
remained basically unaffected

Political changes in 1947
saw the beginning of gradual
erosion of the authority and re-
sponsibility of the School
Boards Finally in 1957 all
function and authority of the
Board was transferred to the
Districi Magisirate and Collec-

tor (subsequently designated as
Deputy Commissioner). This,

however. did not affect the tra-
ditional commuinity involvement

at the individual school level
[ To be continued)

The author was an Adviser
to the Acting Prosident Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed in the
nterim Government. Earlier. in
adldition to various other posi
lions he held as 11 career civil
servant, he was Secretary.
Ministry of Education (1979-81)
and Member of the Planning
Commisston in charge of

Socio Economic In ,‘ras!rufturé
and Programming Divisions
[TYU8T7-90).

lished in his agency an Office of
Transition Initiatives.

Kunder noted that the new
office "would focus on those
specific intermediate steps be-
tween a humanitarian crisis
and rebuillding a country —
demobilizing of troops, reinte-
gration of armed factions, dem-
ining, establishing police forces,
and rebuilding judicial and
other government structures.
These are the critical compo-
nents that we really haven't fo-
cused on to learm How to get

from chaos back to development .
again.” '
JOHN SEDLINS (s USIA stqff

Lwriter.

Manpower Export

| am personally involved in
marketing and execution of
manpower recruitment orders
for the last 14 years. | believe
the present government has
been taking bold and coura-
geous steps in many sectors for
the development of the country.
In manpower expori sector, the
government demonstrated
courageous action by cancelling:
some 20 licences and suspend-
ing many others. One of the
most notable achievements is
successfully forging an impor-
tant friendly relationship with
the Malaysian Gewernment, re-
sulting in the Malaysian
Government's decision to im-
port most of their manpower re-
quirements from Bangladesh.
Already nearly 100,000 workers
have been exported and it has
been established through vari-
ous reports that Malaysia is
likely to recruit nearly one mil-
lion workers in next 5 years,
We understand that the
Ministry of Labour and Man-
much aware of the
extent of exploitation by the so-
called sub-agents and suppliers
in the sector. This is the most
disturbing obstacle faced by the
job-seekers, who often end up
ying excessive amount of
rvice charge and, worst of all,
have to wait for' one to two years
to finally get the job. Also about
20 per cent seekers lose the
money. This is because the so-
called sub-agents often
allegedly invest the job-seeker's
deposits in other businesses.We
know well that the government
took serious actions against
such sub-agents recently. We
hear almost daily stories about
police raids to this or that un-
licensed sub-agent's office. But
after arresting the sub-agents
and seizing passports etc. the
police ultimately release them
believably through negotiations.
Police even follow up with
threats of further action, but
little actions actually follow.
Allegations are there but it is
unfortunate that government, it
seems, does not pay heed to
them. And the job-seekers

suffer.
These so-called sub-agents

are equally a major threat to
genuine recruiting companies.
Because, for example, the gen-
uine recruiting agencies are
charging approx. Tk 58,000/
To Tk 60,000/ for a factory job
in Malaysia. But the sub-

| agents, allegedly are realising

something between Tk 70,000/ -
and B80,000/- and the problem
is that they seldom deposit the

actual collection to the recruit-
ing agencies. Perhaps they in-
vest the money elsewhere for
quick profit. When the visas ar-
rive and {light dates are de-
clared. the sub-agents fail to
pay the money on time. Then
some recruiting companies may
have 1o go for in favour of cash-
ready candidates. or face f[i-
nancial loss. ° -

The genuine recruiting com-
panies desperately want the
candidates to come directly to
them, by-passing .the sub-
agents. Now the only way left to
them to encourage direct candi-
dates is through newspaper ad-
vettising which is strictly cur-
tailed as per the specimen of
the Ministry. Therefore, unfor-
tunately, the job-seekers' re-
sponse is not even 2 per cent.
The reasons also may be the fol-
lowing—

The village-based job-seekers
are yet to develop confidence in
the big city-based recruiting
companies. They fear that if
their initial deposit money is
not refunded in case of failure
to.provide job. they may not be
able to argue and recover their
money from the city-based un-
known companies. Therefore,
they tend to put their trust in
the village-based sub-agents.
They think if something goes
wrong, they can realise the
money through village elders’
interception and so on. The'vil- -
lage sub-agents also are active
in persuading the job-seekers
not to go direct {o city-based re-
eruiting companies.

As per the advertisement
specimen
Bureau of Manpower  the gen-
uine recruiting companies could
only say in their advertisements
that a service charge of only Tk
8,000 for unskilled and Tk
12,000/-* for -semi-skilled
workers will be realised plus
one way ticket price. Even a
candidate from remotest area
knows one cannot get overseas
job at this rate. They know this
is a gross lie and they loose
confidence in bigeity based re-
cruiting companies.

We would like to suggest the
concerned Ministry of Labour
and Manpower to immediately
find some ways to protect the
job-seekers. However, before
taking any action against sub-
agents, the government should
first change the polify on ad
vertisemen! by recruthng com
pandes, facilitating the truiii 1o
be known; only then, job-seek-
ers will come forward and trusi
the genuine recruiting compa-

imposed by the .

nies.

Immediately allow the gen-
uine recruiting companies to
include-in their advertisement
the {ollowing points: (a) The job-
seekers ar€ advised to strictly
study the legal demand order
before committing anything. (b)
Service charge for factory for
Malaysia is Tk 60,000/-, con-
struction Tk 55.000/- and for
plantation Tk' 40,000/-. (c)
Immediately upen selection and
successful medical test the
candidate may deposit Tk
20,000/- only. After arrival and
on demonstration of calling
visas additional amount of Tk
20,000/- and on production of
visa stamping on their passport,
balance amount of Tk 20,000/-
should be paid within a week,
(d) For all the transactions offi-
cial money receipt with proper
revenue stamp will be issued.

Ministry of Labour may pub-
lish every week in the media
names of companies and de-
mands received by them espe-
cially advising the job-seekers
to contact such recruiting com-
panies directly. ,

Ministry of Manpower may
publish list of recruiting com-
panies that are active and have
recruited say, minimum 500
workers in 1993 advising the
job-seekers to contact such
companies directly, to make in-
quiries for overseas jobs.

The Ministry may categorise
class of licences and to cate-
gorise the agencies, the Ministry
should sincerely determine the
reputation of the recruiting
company, and check whether,
say, the A grade companles
have their own testing and
training centres.

Government should not take
hasty action against recruiting
companies for all the job-site
problems created by new em-
ployers or host country repre-
sentatives. In-depth investiga-
tion should be made before de-
termining whether the recruit-
ing company concerned is actu-
ally responsible for such prob-
lems.

Thana level officers may be
appointed to educate and en-
courage the job-seekers to con-
tact the genuine recruiting

companies directly.
Government may immedi-

ately take steps to strengthen
and enlarge Labour Counsellor

set tfon al Bangladesh mission
in Malaysia i i'*ﬁmﬂvf“l}' htlp
il E jertr-site prob-
lens.

Tajuddin Ahmed
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka
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