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Kabaddi squad for
SAF Games named

Sports Reporter

The Bangladesh Kabaddi
Federation announced a 16-
member squad for the upcom-
ing sixth SAF Games, scheduled
to begin in the city from
December 20.

Amir Hossain Patwari has
been
ager while Sheikh Nizamuddin
will act as his deputy. The other
two officials are chief coach
Hamidur Rahman and assistant
coach ' Jahangir Alam Chnw-

mmo{ﬂutﬂmm
Amzad Hossain, Abdul Jalil,

ted the team man- l

Nazir Ahmed, Rabiul Alam, Mir
Julhas,
Rouf, Zahurul Hoque, Hafizur
Rahman, Nowsher All, Moshiur
Rahman and Abu Baker

Siddique.

Div II cricket

Sports Reporter
Masud produced a superb
bowling spell to spearhead
Young Pegasus to a narrow 12-
run victory over Azad Boys Club’
in one of the two Second
Division cricket matches
at the Dhanmondi Club ground
yesterday. |
Masud claimed flve wickets
including a hattrick to restrict
Azad Boys, chasing the Young

Tariqul Islam, Abdur I

Pegasus score of 166 for eight
in 40 overs, to 154.

Rono, who hit -three fours
and a six before being run out
for 32, was the top scorer for
Azad Boys. Kamrul made 30
while Mihir contributed a useful

22,

Earlier, batting first. Pegasus
made 166 runs losing eight of.
their batsmen in their stipu-
lated 40 overs.

Jubair top scored with 54
runs made off 64 balls with the
help of six fours and a six while
Rumi followed him with 31 that
included three fours. Hira made
27.
~In the other match at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,
Mirpur Nabin Sangha beat
Nirman XI by 32 runs.

Batting first, Nabin Sangha
~made 176 for the loss of eight

wickets in 40 overs with Babu

with 48. Tarun con-

tributed 30 and Pavel 29 while
extras provided a hefty 37.

Dipu three wickets
for 33 runs while Habib, Nirmal
and Asad got one apiece.

In reply, despite a couple of
sensible knocks from Sumon
and Nantoo, the Nirman innings
stopped at 144 in 39.2 overs.

Sumon scored 54 while®
Nantoo notched up 42.

SA hopeful
Rhodes will
make it

SYDNEY, Dec 15: South
African officials are hopeful ace
fielder Jonty Rhodes will recover
from a hand injury in time to
play In the first cricket Test
against Australia, starting Dec
26 in Melbouine, reports AP.

Rhodes broke a bone below
the little finger of his left hand
while fielding in the World
Series limited-overs match

Australia on Tuesday.
~ His hand was strapped
Wednesday and he was unable
Lo practice.

Team Rob Muzzel’
sald Rhodes believed he could
recover in time to play in the
Test, despite being told by doc-
tors that he needs to rest for up
to three weeks.

Jonty. has an outside
chance of playing in the Test
and we will work to try and get
him fit in time.” Muzzel said.

South Africa will not now
seek a replacement player for
either Rhodes or all-rounder
Brian McMillan, who is recover-
ing from a knee operation.

"McMillan won't be fit for the l|

first Test but should be back
after that.” said an optimistic
Muzael.

Muzzel said South Alfrica
could use off-spinner Pat
Symcox in its World Series
matich against New Zealand in
Hobart on Saturday.

Handball results

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Police and
Brothers Union won their re-
spective matches in the Phoenix

Insurance handball toumament | |

at the handball court

Pdhtlrmntﬂ.ﬂh:llduh
15-8.

The winners led the first half
7-8.

Shahidul and Nazrul scored
four goals each for the victors.

Khokon also scored four
times for the vanguished.

Brothers Union. in keenly-
contested affair, defeated Victo-
ria Sporting Club 19-14.

The first half ended with

Football, the most adored
discipline in Bangladesh, no
matter how unconventional it
may sound In the context of an
Olympic style sporting competi-
tion like the sixth South Asian
Federation (SAF) Games,
scheduled to be held in Dhaka
for the second time, will have its
inaugural and eventual rites

played at the faraway Mirpur

Stadium.

Hosts Bangladesh will take
on Maldives in the second of the

.two encounters billed for

December 20. Monday., hours
after the opening of the
eight-day blennial sporting
spectacle comprising the seven
member nations of the re-
gional forum South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

Whether the football finale,
slated for December 26, will give
a local habitation to the long
pent up expectations of a foot-
ball crazy nation was the un-
wieldy question dished out on
the plate of the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF)
supremos in yesterday's share
of package press conference in

. conneéction with the games.

After two and a half months
of concentrated practice at the
sprawling residential camp of
the Bangladesh Krira Shiksha
Protishthan (BKSP) that too un-
der the watchful eyes of a FIFA
coach, the trite interrogations
over the expectations of a coun-
try. ranked higher than any of

| its South Asian neighbours in

the latest FIFA seedings, is a
periphrastic atudy in sheer re-
dundancy.

Quite naturally purpose got
drowned in the misshapen
chaos of well seeming forms
and of course the din caused by
the hammer and the tongs of

Sports Reporter

vague renovators working at the
other side of a (limsy green and
white shroud gilving a rather
inadequate roxy for a wall.
Looking more like a wall in
an expressionist drama it of-
fered. an apt symbolism for
things to come. Eventual suc-
cess or should one say the elu-
sive gold Bangladesh is iIn
search of since 1984, the year
of SAF Games' birth, is sepa-
rated from the zone of failure by
an almost lmpcreuptihle barrh:r
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of time like that. The visions of
gold was foreshadowed by the
articulate Akmal Hossain, the
BFF general secretary and the
Swiss coach Oldrich Svab but
any rhetorics of expectation
they wisely stayed away from.
Bapgladeshi midfielder
Monem Munna was catapulted
to the status of a hero In his

absence well ahead of the
shooting war as queries about
measures reeked the still air of
the rectangular room. His was a
specimen of unseemly be-
haviour in the:second friendly
against the visiting Myanmar
team on December 13. But the
demands of bringing him to the
book and a pressing for a best
eleven looked as hilarious as
poet Kalidasa's proverbial at-
tempt to chop the branch he
was perched on. The creator of
Meghdut on whom the gift of

poetry was not bestowed till .

then was saved by divine inter-
pretation and here the self-de-
feating expedition was called off
by the witty Akmal . Who
rounded off the show with a
break-up of the expenses in-
curred by the prtparaum of the
Games.

Svab, who is lil-u-l_-,* to an-*
nounce the final list of 20 footA
ballers out of 22 in the reckon-
ing today, expressed his satis-
faction with his soldiers. He was
particularly pleased with his
boys’ aptitude for learning. But
he neyer forgot to mention that
he would have liked his war-
riors to have fared better during
the 12 practice matches played
In an outside the country over
53 days.

-REVELATIONS

The implicit suggestion of
football impresarios (Akmal
Hossain, Svab and team man-

Shamimuzzaman Basunia)
to let time pluck the mystery
out of future's bosom was pre-
ceded by monitoring committees
evaluations of preparatory activ-
ities since its operation from

August 1.
All was well according to

Kazi Abdul Alim, the chairman
who is also the deputy chef de
mission of the Bangladeshi
contingent. While dwelling on
-Bangladesh's aureate prospects,
he said that Taka one lakh has
been announced for every gold
winner with shooters in his es-
timation likely to make the most
of this incentive. The marksmen
and women are likely to deposit
more than six while two to
four should be churned out of
the pool.
Light-fly-weight is a con-
iirmed event for Bangladesh in
bnxing according to the sea-

apmtaﬁguraofthemm

LONDON, Dec 15:
Only three days
before the draw,
World Cup offici-
als are reportedly
planning to resh-

£

| uffle the rankings of the 24

. AP.

British newspapers reported
Wednesday that the top seeds
defending champions
Germany, hosts United States,
Brazil, Italy. Argentina and
Belgium — will remain the
same. But the other 18 now will
be split on the basis of geogra-

phy instead of seedings.

* The changes are expected to
be ratified Thursday by the ex-
ecutive committee of FIFA,
world soccer's governing body.

Last week, the teams were
split into four pools of seedings
with six top seeded teams
ranked together followed by
three more sections separated
on the basis of World Cup re-
sults and experience:

At Sunday's draw In Las
Vegas., one team would be
pulled from each of the four
ranks of teams to produce six
groups which play each other In
round-robin competition.

The reshuflle means that one

group could now be made up of
four strong teams, such as
Brazil, Colombia, the Nether-
lands and Sweden, while
another could have four weaker
teams such as United States.
Bolivia, Bulgaria and South
Korea.

Last week. FIFA announced
that Spain, Russia, Cameroon,
Ireland, Romania, Mexico would
be grouped together so that
they would avoid each other in
the draw. So would Colombia,
Netherlands, Morocco, Bulgaria,
South Korea and Sweden. And
Bolivia. Greece, Nigeria, Nor-
way. Saudi Arabia ‘and

Switzerland, all with limited

World Cup experience. would be
in the fourth group.

According to the reports, the
teams would now be divided
into the following pools:

—Cameroon, Morocco,
Nigeria. Bolivia, Columbia and
Mexico.

—Spain, Russia, Ireland,
Romania, Netherlands and
Bulgaria.

—South Korea, Saudi
Arabla. Sweden, Greece, Norway
-and Switzerland.

The reports said the United
States and the Netherlands

‘FIFAplanstorocktheboat

were among teams unhappy
with the original seedings.
Others, such as Ireland. pre-
ferred them to be unchanged.

"The initial seedings threw
up some odd pairings. but
that's the way FIFA have done it
in the past.” Sean Connolly,
chief executive of the Football
Association of Ireland. was
quoted as saying in the Dalily
Telegraph. "My initial reaction is
that we are losing our No 2
seeding. That was something
people here treasured a bit."

"If they guaranteed we're in
Boston or anywhere along that
northeast Seaboard it will mikc
it easier.,” Connolly told the
Telegraph. "But we could be in
a damn tough group
Belgium, Cameroon. Ireland
and Norway, for example.”

The changes will provide
more ammunition for critics
who say the draw Is rigged to
set up an easy passage to the
next round for some teams and
a tough one for others.

FIFA always has refuted any
claims that the draw could be
fixed. But to make changes only
three days before the draw cre-
ates an opening for more con-
troversy.

LONDON, Dec 15;
Wimble-don's un-
bealen run agai-
nst Liverpool con-
tinued Tuesday
when they marc-
hed into the quarter-finals of
the League Cup, reports AFP.

But it took Neal Ardley’s final
kick in a penalty shoot-out to
seal the victory.

Wimbledon squeaked thro-
ugh the fourth round replay 4-3
on penalties after finishing
extra-time level at 2-2. The
prize is a home tie with
Sheflield Wednesday .

Dutch goalkeeper Hans
Segers saved three penalties for
Wimbledon. after giving up an
own goal in the dying minutes
of the second-half.

His first save came In extra-
ume when he stopped a John
Barnes attempt. He completed

his hat-trick by saving from
Jamie Redknapp and Mark
Walters in the shoot-out.
Segers’ three brilliant saves
made up for his blunder Ig In-
Jury-time which forced the game
into extra-time. Segers punched
a cross [rom Steve Nicol into his

own net as he was pressured by °

Robbie Fowler.

The victory extended
Wimbledon's unbeaten streak
against Liverpool to six in
league and cup games.

The Londen side started
confidently, with Peter Fear
blasting only inches wide from a
Vinnie Jones cross.

They went ahead in the |8th
minute when a Robble Jones’
long ball was collected by Fear
who crossed for Dean

Holdworth.
Struggling Liverpool found

Liverpool plight continues

when both Mark Wright and
Jam Molby limped off but still
managed to pull level after Scott
Fitzgerald brought down Steve
McManaman outside the area.

Neil Ruddock's low sho
bounced off the wall and past a
wrong footed Segers.

Rob Jones. lan Rush and
Fowler all had chances to give
Livrpool the lead but it was
Wimbledon who went ahead in
the 70th minute when another

Robbie Jones pass found John '

Fashanu

Bruce Grobbelaar could only
beat the ball down and Robbie
Earle leapt on the loose ball to.
slot home.

In the closing minutes John
Barnes shot over the bar and
Fowler and McManaman both
had attempts turned away be-
fore S-cgtr: own goal blunder.
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Sport
Che sera sera, so let's wait |S

named ITF

world champs

LONDON, Dec 15: Pete
Sampras and Steffli Graf on
Wednesday were named world
champions for 1993 by the
International Tennis Federation,
reports AP. '

Sampras won Wimbledon
and the US Open, was runner-
up at the Australian Open and
reached the quarter-finals of the
French Open. He won“eight
tournament titles, had an over-
all match record of 85-16 and

. finished with the No 1

on the ATP Tour computer.

Graf won 10 tournaments,
including the French Open,
Wimbledon, the US Open and
the season-ending Virginia
Slims Championships. She also
recaptured the No 1 ranking
from Monica Seles, who missed
most of the season after being

stnbbed by a spectator on April

Int'l’umpire&"
panel now

. areality

LONDON, Dec 15: An inter-
national panel of umpires which
World cricket chiefs have been
trying to set up since 1991 may
soon become a reality. reports
Reuter.

it appem they have suc-
ceeded in tying up a sponsor-
ship deal that would mean ev-
ery Test being controlled by one
home country umpire and one
official from overseas.

~ The International Crlcket

Counecil (ICC) have called a
news conference at Lord’'s next
Tuesday at which they plan to
announce "An important new
international.cricket sponsor-
ship of interest to the nine Test
match countries.”

A: pllot scheme during the
past year has included
England’'s Dickie Bird standing
in Tests between West Indies
and Pakistan in the Caribbean.

Anticipating the formation of

an international panel. England

| have not yet appointed their

umpires for next season's home
Tests New Zealand and
South Africa.

Bankers lose -

Sports Reporter

Niaz notched up the highest
individual score of the day but
still ended at the wrong end of
the table when his side,
*Bank., conceded defeat  to
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha by 54
runs in the Milnars First
Division cricket league at the
Mirpur Pallabij gruund yester-
. day.

Eskaton Sahuj Sangha won
the toss and decided to make
the first use of the strip. The
decision really paid off as the
two openers put on 53 runs for
the first wicket.

The Eskaton batsmen
maintained the tempo set by
the opening pair throughout
their innings and rattled 225 for
the loss of six wickets in the
stipulated 45 overs.

Raj Kumara played a rapid-
fire 35-ball innings of 40 that
featured five shots across the
fence while Jewel, one of the
openers, also scored 40 but his
knock spanned 86 balls, embel-
lished with three fours.

" Four batsmen — Biplob,
Khokon, Kaisar and Colonel —
scored within the range of 24 to
30.

Needing just over five runs
an over to win, Agrani Bank lost
two early wickets with only 25
runs on the board. Although
Niaz anchored two useful part-
nerships with Atique and Intu,
the bankers were never really in
the chase.

In the end. to the second ball
of the 43rd over. the Bank in-~
nings folded, 54 runs adrift of
the victory target.

Niaz missed a hall century
by two runs. His patient 103-
ball knock was punctuated by
four fours. Atique and Intu
contributed 23 and 20 respec-

Raj Kumara followed up his
success with the willow with
im ve figures of
three for 25 in 7.2 overs.

ampras, Graf
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Amencan grappler Ian-y Camaron, 41 is being carried off an on a stretcher after apparently
m]]apstng to death during the interval of an international wrentlmg event i Germany on Dec

— AFP photo

_Ratnayake makes way for Vaas

COLOMBO, Dec
15:. Former Test
bowler Rumesh
Ratnayake has
been dropped
& : from the Shr
Lanka squad, that face a
daunting task to beat the West
Indies in the second one-day
international here Thursday.

reports AFP.

. battling to regain
his: place | the Shri Lankan
team after injury, has been re-
placed by up-and-coming
teenager Chaminda Vaas in a
14- squad that will take on
the West Indies, who are eagerly
looking forward to an uninter-
rupted game. .

"We are looking forward to
a game,” David Holford, West
Indies manager said
Wednesday. "l hope the rains
keep away, and that we will be
able to have a complete day of
cricket.”

Everyone is fit and raring to
go. The conditions at the
ground look great, I just hope it
stays that way- tomorrow." said
Holford. .

The West Indies have so far

| been dogged by bad weather

and poor ground conditions on

Tim May may return today

MELBOURNE,
Australia, Dec 15:
Australian spin-

¥

to play
in Thursday's
day-night limited
overs cricket match
Zealand, skipper

|

their short tour of Shri Lanka.

All three matches that have
been played — the first one day
in Colombo, a three-day match
in Galle and the one-off Test at
Moratuwa — have been aban-

"It is sad that having waited
nearly 12 years to tour Shri
Lanka after they gained Test
status, bad weather has
thwarted us from playing
cricket,” added Holford.

The second limited over
match wjll be played under
floodlights at the Khettarama
Stadium, in the heart of the
city.

Shri Lankan manager
Bandula Warnapura, mean-
while, said his side had
a little bit of heart after having
bowled out the powerful West
Indies batting lineup for 204 in
the Test match.

"I can't say we are fully con-
fident, but we feel we have got a
chance now in the last two
one-dayers.” sald Warnapura.
“To' beat the West Indies. We
will have to score at least
about 250 runs.”

Shri Lanka know they have a
tough task in front of them.
They have a dismal 15-1 one

day record against the West
Indies, with their only win
coming in the Nehru Cup in
1989, =

More significantly, . the
Caribbeans side have compre-

their lﬂ Mmm

— twice in Sharjah and twice

.jn;ﬂﬂa_

only thing in favour of
the home team is that they have
not lost a one-day series, here, -
since August 1992, °

_ﬁUADE: |
ST INDIES: Richie
Richardson (Capt). Desmond
Haynes, Brian Lara, Curtly
Ambrose, Jimmy Adams, Keith
Arthurton, Kenneth Ecnlamin
Winston Benjamin, Anderson
Cummins, Roger Harper,.Carl
Hooper, Courtney Wﬁlh Phill
Simmons. Junior Murray,

Roland Holder.
SHRI LANKA: Arjuna

Ranatunga (Capt), Aravinda de
Sitlva, Roshan Mahanama, Sa-
nath Jayasuriya, Hashan Tille-
keratne, Ruwan Kalpage, He-
mantha Wickremarantne, Ro-
mesh Kaluwitharana, Dulip
Liyanage. Don Anurasiri, Pra-
modya Wickremasinghe, Upul
Chandana. Qulip Samaraweera,
Chaminda Vaas.

mllectedfm:rmmﬁ:rjuﬂ
13 runs, scored 29 with the bat
and took two catches and fig-

. ner Tim May was ured in a run out.

"We gained a bit psychologi-
cally, but other than that we
juﬂ played the conditions bet-

New ter,” he said.
Allan Border "There's little you can draw

said hereWednndny reports on and take away positively for

AFP.

Border said selectors had
considered Including May In
Tuesday's. .103-run win over

South Africa in Sydney, but

upon inspection of the green
Sydney Cricket Ground
was considered not the right
conditions for the off-

May, part of Australia’s
lethal spin twin combination

pitch it

L Tht

tomorrow's match, except say
for the performance of Paul
Reiffel.”
Melbourne Cricket
Ground surface looks in better
shape than it did for last
Thursday's opening one-day
game between South Africa and
Australia.

Damage from recent rock
concerts forced groundsmen to

with Shane Warne, has missed  cover the surface with tonnes of
the opening matches of the one-  sand to make it

day triangular series after

Ground secretary John Lill

straining a hamstring before the uldthcgroundmmmelm

opening game here last
Thursday.

"He'll detinitely play tomor-
row,” Border said.

"We thought about playing
him against South Africa byt
decided it was not worth risking

him.”
May trained Wedrmdn}r with

his Australian teammates and
is likely ‘o replace Warne, who

didn't bowl against the South |

Africans on Juesday night.

Border intended keeping
Warne under wraps until the
three-match Test series against
the proteas on Boxing
Day but May’s injury forced his
hand

Border said there was littie
that was positive about the vic-
tory over the South Africans
apart from the performance of
seam bowler Paul Reiffel. who

themselves in E'-"EI"I more lmubi-e
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training under Chinese trainers are tipped to spring sporadic

— Star vhoto
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prove despite some
and sand

"We had t.hnght of pl.'lntlng
the sandy patches green for
cosmetic reasons but once the
sand shifted the colour would
change.” he said.

TEAMS : '

NEW ZEALAND : Ken
Rutherford (capt), Blair Pocock.
Rod Latham, Bryan Young,
Mark Greatbatch. Shane
Thomson, Gavin Larsen, Chris
Harris, Tony Bilain, Dipak Patel,
Chris Cairns, Danny Morrison,
Chris Pringle. Richard de
Groen.

AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor,
Michael Slater, Matthew,
Hayden, David Boon, Allan
Border (capt), Mark Waugh,
Steve Waugh, lan Healy, Paul
Reiffel, Shane Warne, Tim May.
Craig McDermott. Glenn

Duran

still as

mean as ever

BAY ST LOUIS,
Mississippi. Dec
15: Four-time
world champion
Roberto Duran
celebrated his
lDﬂth pro fight by outslugging a
man half his age as the 42-
year-old Panamanian =topped
Tony Menefee in the eighth
round of a middleweight bout
on Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Duran knocked Menefee
down in the fifth round and

in the eighth with crush-
| ts to the head.
ng:ﬁf' sending the 21-year-old
Menefee to the floor in the
eighth, Duran gestured to the
referee that he, thought his op-
ponent had taken enough pun-
ishment and the referee agreed.
wa an end to the fight at
2:34 of the round.

Duran. who has held world

titles in the lightweight, 'H:Tn:l
L. jundor
weight. junior middleweight and
his record to 91-9 with 63 wins
within the distance.

Menefee fell to 19-2.

Duran ruled the lightweight
division for nearly a decade af-
ter beating Ken Buchanan for
the world title in June 1973. He
made 12 successful title de-
fences brfore vduntlﬂlymmﬂﬂ"
rendering the crown In :

Duran reached the peak of
his career in June 1980, when
he ﬂw unbeaten defend-
ing champion Sugar Ray
Leonard for the World Boxing

Council welterweight title.
But! five months later, he

ceached the low point when he

tbruptly quit in the eighth
ound of the rematch against

| Leonard without any apparent

In the 13 years since the loss
to Leonard, his second as a pro-
fessional. Dyran has gone 17-7,
losing to champions Marvin Ha-

. Thomas Hearns and Wil-

fredo Benitez. and Leonard

again as well as to

Bentt's first
title defence

LONDON, Dec 15: Michael
Bentt's first defence of the
World Boxing Organisation
heavyweight title he took from
Tommy Morrison is to
be against unbeaten British
fighter Herbie Hide at a soccer

have March 19th at Millwall
soccer stadium as the date and
venue.

"Contracts haven't h:::
signed yet but the time
place have been arranged.” said
John Wischhusen, spokesman

-for British promeoter Barry

Hearn.
“We hope to make an an-

WFWHM

tle from Morrison in an upeet
victory October 29 in Tuilsa,
is unbeaten In 25

was a

ton;:u International Baﬂ
Cruiserweight titlist J
Lampkin in South Alrica



