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Informed sources

Barriere would be set free later

in the day.
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Dec 14: Two
Indian naval ships accompanied
with a submarine left on a
three-week goodwill visit to

three Gulf sfates — Kuwait,

Bahrain and Qatar. naval
sources said here today, reporfy
Xinhua.

The two ships are called INS

Ranvir, a destroyer, and INS
Kuthar, an indigenously de-

and bulit corvette, while

the submarine is called INS

Shalki, the first Indian bulilt

submarine of the type 1500
class.

Significantly, this is the first
time that INS Shalki, which was
commissioned in mid-1992, is

BLRIETLY

De Klerk invites Po

President F.W de Klerk met Pope John

reporis from Vatican City.

A Vatican spokesman said the Pope

+ South African
ul on Monday and

invited the Pope to visit his country, the Vatican said. Reuter

had accepted the invita-

tion but could not say when such a trip would take place.

Nazarbayev-Clinton meet Feb 11:

Kazakhstan's Preidml Nursultan Nazarbayev is to meet with
US President Bill Clinton on February 11, U.S Vice-President Al
Gore said on Monday, Reuter reports from Kazakhstan.

Gore. who came to Kazakhstan for a one-day visit. made the
announcement after signing an agreement calling for U.S fi-
nandllmpp:nlnhdpmthcmﬂufdiﬂnanwnglhtfmr
Soviet Republic's nuclear arsenal.

Angola to expel 18 S Africans :

The Angolan government said on Monday it had decided to expel
18 South Africans and dozens of other foreigners for various

crimes. including diamond smuggling. Reuter reports from

Luanda.

A government communigue said security forces detained the

foreigners in a “vast operation

to neutralise all those who at-

tempt to act against the laws of the state and its democratic

imstitutions.”

Al Gore arrives in Moscow : us
Vice President Al Gore arrived in Moscow yesterday for top-level
tatks following Russian parliamentary elections in which a far
Tight nationalist party performed strongly, Reuter reports from
Mdscow.

Itar-Tass news agency said Gore, who earlier visited the for-
mer Soviet Republics of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, arrived in
Moscow for talks on energy and space cooperation and a meet-
ing with President Boris Yeltsin on Wednesday.

Besides preparing for a summit in Moscow between Yeltsin

and President Bill Clinton next month. Gore is likely to discuss
the implications of Supday’s elections.

Spamards end hunger strike :

Five-Spaniards on Hunday called off a month-long hunger stﬁh:r

launched in a bid to persuade the
to the Third World, Reuter reports

government tb give more aid
from Madrid.

They said most of their denmnds had bgen met. The gov-
ernment had agreed to increase its aid from 0.2 per cent of
gross domestic product to 0.7 per cent, a United Nations target,
by 1996 if economic conditions permitted, aaid Pablo Oses, 71,

the oldest of the hunger

strikers.

The five men had spent the 30 daﬁ in a school in Madrid,
drinking only three litres of water a day. -

2 more UK e
Two former mémbers

eers in Cambodia:
Britain's Queen’s Gurkha engineers

flew to Cambodia_yesterday to help supervise the clearing of

landmines, Reu from

Phnom Penbh.

The two retired stafl sergeants would be joined by three more
colleagues on Thursday, shitd Mark Ranson, a former captain in
the second King Edward VII's Ghurkha Rifles.

Ranson's Gurkha security

guards organisation has con-

tracted the Nepall ex-soldiers to work for the Cambodian mine
action centre in the western ricebowl province of Battambang,
one of the most heavily mined areas of the country.

Laotian airliner

.~ crashes

BANGKOK, Dec 14: A Lao-
tian airliner crashed after
hitting*a hilltop tree in heavy
fog and all 18 people aboard,
including an American and a
New Zealander, were presumed
killed, diplomats said Tuyesday,
rcpoﬂnhl’ ‘

The 'Lao Aviation flight
crashed at about 9:20 a m
Monday short of the airport at

diplomat reached in Vientiane
by telephone.

Sixteen passengers and two
crew members were on the
Chinese-built Y-12 airplane, ™
And everybndy Is assumed
dead,” the diplomat said.

Thc plane was flying- in

o%ﬂl: struck a tree on
the last before the.runway,

quoting a diplomatic report he
received from Vientiane. He said

the planc crashed and burned

about 28 kilometers (16 miles)

short of the airport.

UNITA boycotts
“talks with govt

. LUSAKA. Dec 14: The An-
golan rebel movement UNITA
boycotted peace talks with the
government on Morniday after
accusing the air force of bomb--
ing its leader Jonas Savimbi,
reports Reuter,

“The attempt on our presi-
dent's life constitutes a serious
setback to the talks.," UNITA
spokesman Jorge Valentim told
reporters in the Zambian capital
Lusaka, where the month-long

Two Indian shi

going on a foreign cruise, the
sources said:
The ships, currently on their

way to the three Gulf countries.’

are under the overall mand
of Rear Admiral Madhvendra
Singh, the flag officer comman-
ding western fleet.

AP adds: India, which is de-
veloping its own long- range bal
listic missiles, will.acquire pow-
erful rockets from Russia umder
a new agreement India's space
agency said Tuesday

The 300 million dollar deal
lor cryogenic engines had prom
pted US sanctions against the

Indian and Russian space’

agencies on the grounds that
violated an international ban on

the umﬂu of missile technol-
ogy .

The sanctions were later
two sides

lifted when the
scrapped the contract

The contract has now been
renegotiated and Russia will

supply rockets, sald K Kri

shnamurty, spokesman ol the

government-owned Indian Spa-
ce Research Organisation

"I can only confirm that

there is an agreement.” Krish

namurty told The Associated
Press by telephone from the
agency s headquarters in the

southern city of Bangalore

"l am not authorized to give

details of the new terms and

International

conditions.” he said.
Other offictals, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said

that under a compromise agre-
eable to the United States,

Russia is selling the rockets but
withholding the production
technology.

‘The technology transfer was
a key element of the original
deal and the failure to obtain
essential techniques will set
back India’'s ambitious space
programme. India had hopped
to end its dependency on for-
eign carriers for launching its
satellites and had planned to

being its own commercial
launchings

When the original deal was

announced two years ago,
Washington said India could
use the cryogenic engines for
military purposes. India said
the engines will be used to for
civilian satellites like weather
and communications.

In Ruasia, the Interfax news

agency reported Monday that
the Russian space agency

Glavkosmos reworked the deal
in two weeks of talks with
Indlans pace agency officials.
No details were released.

Cryogenic rockets are low-
temperature, liquid-fuel motors
used to put satellites in their fi
nal orbit. India has already paid

X
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US Vice-President Al Gore (L) exchanges documents with Kazakhstan's Prime Minister
Tereshnikov (R) after the signing of treaty on dismantling of some 1400 nuclear warheads on
Monday. In centre is US ambassador to Kazakhstan William Courtney, at right is Kazakh
President Nursultan Nazarbayev.

— AFP photo

Kazakhstan
ratifies NPT

ALMA-ATA. Dec 14 Parlia-
ment in the former Soviet re-

public of Kazakhstan on Monday

ratified the Nuclear Non-
Proltferation Treaty (NPT). a
spokesman for the parliamen-
tary press service said, reports

Reuter,
Kazakhstan announced the

move shortly after US Vice?
" President Al Gore arrived on a

visit during which he was ex-

pected to sign an agreement on

dismantling Kazakhstan's nu-
clear arsenal, which inchides

104 SS-18 Intercontinental

Ballistic missiles.
The spokesman said Kazak-

hstan would join t
non-nuclear state

other details.
The decision fulfilled a pro-

mise by Kazakh President

Nursultan Nazarbayev who ear-

lier said his parliament would
ratify the NPT by the end of this

year, ,
The NPT aims to prevent the
spread of nuclear technology to
non-nuclear countries, barring

them from owning or developing
nuclear weapons

e pact as a
ut had no

Sino-British direct confrontation

over Hong Kong imminent

¥  HONG KONG, Dec 14: China

and Britain are heading for di-
rect confrontation as Governor
Chris Patten submits his con-

troversial electoral reform hill to

the legislative council for debate
on Wednesday despile Be:jmg S
objection, reporis AFP.

Chinese sources close 1o
Xinhua news agency, Chinf's
de facto government represen-
tative in the territory, said di-
rect confrontation was “una-
voidable.”

Patten expects the legislative
council4o pass his electoral re-
form package by March as
Britain prepares to return the
colony to China i 1997,

"China will have to watch ev-
ery measure taken by Britain
in the territory,” a Chinese
source said.

"Any measures that will af-
fect the territory’s smooth tran-

sition will be met tit for tat in
order to averl any possible tur-
moil that mady break out during
the transition,” the source said.

Lee Wai-Ting, Xinhua Hong
Kong branch director's assis-
tant. said: "China will not just
sit on one side to allow chaos to
happen in Hong Kong.”

Patten decided two weeks
ago to present the partial pack-
age of reforms in a bid to buy
time for more negotiations on
thornier issues after 17 rounds
of Sino-British negotiations
since April collapsed.

The reforms to be tabled
Wednesday would lower the
minimum voting age from 21 to
18, as it is in China. abolish
appointed local government
seats, and enshrine the princi-
ple of single-seat geographic
constituencies.

The reforms would pave the

way for the British colonial au-
thorities to prepare fo- district
board and municipal council
elections due in September next
year.

More difficult issues revolve
around the 1995 legisiative
council polls, including whether
legislators elected to four-year
tertns will be able to keep their
seats past 1997, regardless of
their political views.

- A Hong Kong government of-
ficials, who declined to be iden-
tified, brushed off the con--
frontation as "alarmist". :

"There is no evidence of any
confrontation nor sign of chaos
in the tcrﬂtury" he said say'lng
it was "a remark."”

The head of China's Hong
Kong and Macau affairs, Lu
Ping., has dismissed any future
negotiatibns, paying-that since
the Britishside had unilaterally

called off the Sino-British talks,
the question of the 18th round
of talks was "non-existent.”

Lu has warned that legisla-
tors elected in 1995 could not
serve beyond June 30, 1997,

Lu's deputy, Wang Qiren,
told a Hong Kong delegation in
Beljing on Monday that talks
could resume, but only if the

government held off ta the
reform package in the legislative
council oh Wednesday.

Nevertheless, he added it
was highly unlikely things
would take a turn for the better.

Lu said it was British's in-
sincerity that had led the
present state of affaifs, and
China had nio alternative but to
make all possible efforts with

‘Hong R6ng supporters to main-
talnmetmﬂtmjv’:mmthtran

- sition.

Myanmar opium warlord Khun Sa
declares independence

- BANGKOK., Dec 14: Golden
Triangle opium warlord Khun
Sa has declared an independent
state for Myanmar's Shan eth-
nic minority with himself as
president and written to US

" President Bill Clinton asking for

help to eradicate drugs. reports
Reuter. _

Khun Sa, who is half Shan
and half ethnic Chinese, told
reporters the independent state
of Shan had been proclaimed by
a local parliament over the
weekend.

Senior Shan rcb-els criticised
Khun Sa’'s action. saying an
indicated drug trafficker has no
right to lead the Shan minority,
which has been fighting for au-
tonomy from Yangon virtually
since British colonial rule ended
in 1948,

people support him. Wé feel
quite ashamed tq have his or-
ganisation around.” a senior
rebel eofficials told Reuters by
telephone.

"He Is a «. "~ dealer, not a
freedom fighter as he claims.”

Khun Sa's Shan State
Restoration Council on the
Thai-Myanmar border set up a
parliament to govern the new
state before new year celebra-
tions this week, to which re-
porters and exiled ethnic Shans
were invited from all over the
region

Khun Sa is the dominant
leader in the poppy-growing
area at the juncture of Laos,
Thailand and Myanmar known
as the Golden Triangle, which
prodlices 70 per cent of the
world's oplum according to US

on charges of heroin trnfﬂc:kmg‘
he admits opium is grown in his
area but says he only taxes it
just like any other commodity.
Heroin is made from opium.

In his letter to Clinton — the

' latest of several he has sent to

US leaders on the drugs issue
— Khun Sa said the interna-
tional community must help the
Shan _people find an alternative
livelihood to oplum-

He said the people in his
area would destroy their opium
crops if the international com-
munity could force Yangon to
withdraw from the ethnically
and politically distinct state in
northeastern Myanmar. ,

For now, they only wanted
assistance in the form of rice,
salt, cooking oil.

Khun Sa said in the letter

15000 Nigerians

may die of AIDS

next year

LAGOS, Dec 14 Some
15,000 Nigerians, who have de»
veloped full blown AIDS, may
die of the disease next year, a
United Nations official said here
today. reports Xinhua,

T.M Akerele of the U.N in-
formation series said at a sym-
posium to mark this year's
World AIDS Day that the fast
spreading disease required ur-
gent and concerted efforts of
non-governmental organisa-
tions. .

Akerele sald a recent juint'

survey by the World Health Or-
ganisation and the national
AIDS cogtrol programme indi-
cated that fall blown AIDS
cases in the country would rise
to 625,000 before the end of
1994.

In May 1989, india test fired
the Agni, its first surface-to-
surface missile with a range of
2.500-kilometers (1.500-miles),
joining a select group of coun-
tries possessing long-rarige bal
listic missile technology

Five other missiles are under
various stages of development
under a 266 million dollar pro-
gramme

Foreign defence experts say
India also has the capability to
arm missiles with nuclear war-
heads, but India denies it has

Whe By St 5
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1ps with submarine leave for Gulf tour

Delhi to g'et powerful rockets from Moscow |

rmmr
the release of French- NEW DELHI,

Pak FM to visit

an active nuclear weapons pro-
gramme

Off the Record

Kuwaiti women now in army

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwaiti women are now allowed to join the
army and will defend their motherland along with their male
compatriots. reports Xinhua

The local newspaper “Al-Watan™ on Monday reported that the
Defence Ministry has started to admit Kuwaiti women In
Kuwait] army.

Five women soldiers have joined a military t course at
the Khawlah Bent-Lazour military school in the United Arab
Emirates. it said.

They will be promoted to the rank of sergeant after passing
different courses, the paper said

Reclusive film star's
hatred of Hollywood

LONDON: Letters from the reclusive film star Greta Garbo
describing her hatred of Hollywood and her despondency with
the glittering movie career she ewentually abandoned soild
Monday for more than 30,000 dollars, reports AFP

The 40 letters, written mostly in Swedish between 1923 and
1984, fetched 21,850 pounds (32,775 dollars] in the sale by
auctioneers Sotheby's.

ts on life and mar-

The letters reveal her innermost though
riage as well as her disiike of Hollywood and her career, the auc-
tion house said.

They were written to Swedish actress Mimi Pollak, whom
Garbo described as "the only one whom | confide in.”

“You have no idea how it hurts to be as confused and un-

happy as | am.” she wrote just afier her arrival in the United

States from Sweden in 1925. "It is so awful this ugly. ugly
America. It is soul destroying.”

"The glamour with which we surround the American film
world hardly exists.” she wrote, describing her film career as
factory work.

Boy survives 10-storey fall

KUALA LUMPUR: A three-year-old boy survived after falling
10 floors from a Kuala Lumpur apartment block Tuesday, the
national news agency Bernama sald, reports Reuter.

The toddler was in serious but stable condition in hospital,
Bernama said.

A neighbour, Rosnah Seein, 35, said she saw the boy, idents-
fied only as Izwan, lying face down on the ground, alive. "

The s!aaheu in these twn ulmk}r numbers dn not indicate

cut-price fashion, but merely reflect the imagination of
désigner Pam Hogg on Monday. Madeline on right wears a
red velvet slash top and leggings offering while Tessa
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OTTAWA,
Canadian Prime Minister Kim
Campbell stepped down ass
leader of Canada’s Progressive
Party yesterday
seven weeks after she lost the
federal election, Xinhua

reporis

Announcing her resignation.
at a press conference here.
Campbell said she is going to
l:t:r at the Conservatjve Party

t no longer as the
leader. gy

She said it's the right deci-
sion for herself and for the’
party. Campbell led her party to
lose the October 25 federal
ﬂncu:; which the conserva-
tives only two geats in the
House of Commons and the
fourth place in national per-
centage vote.

She said the time is ripe for
grass-roots oriented renewal
process in an effort to rebuild
party mhnnlup.

WASHING‘I‘I}H Dec 14: In-
terest in learning more about
Islam and the Muslim commu-
nity is growing in the United
Slates, two advocates of inter-
faith relations said December 1.
reports USIS.

This interest, they say, has
been spawned by heightened
awareness of the need for un-

dcratanding and dialogue.

among religious groups in
America. - g B P
Mustafa Malik, director of
research for the American Mus-
lim Council, and Stephen Gell.
a member of the board of direc-
tors of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews. dis-
cussed intecfaith tolerance dur-
ing a Worldnet television dia-
logue with participants in Abu
Dhabi, Beirut andMiyadh. Arab
participants icluded journal-
ists and government officials.
While a lack of understand-

ing of Islam and the Muslim
community persists in the
United States, "great progress”

. is being made to reverse the

problem of intolerance. "Awar-
eness among Christians, Jews
and Muslims to do something
about it (intolerance) is much
greater today,” Malik stressed.

Problem recognition, in turn,’

has stimulated wider interest in

Islam and increased interfaith .

dialogue, both he and Gell
noted.

This "tremendous amount of
inquisitiveness," according to
Malik, is reflected in the daily
inquiries he receives from US
media seeking facts on the
Muslim community and Islam.
Gell noted that his National
Conference has set up a tele-
phone hot-line for the media Lo
get accurale facts on different
religions, including Islam,.

For Gell, education is the

key. "It is Important for Ameri-

.cans to understand” Koranic

teachings and Islam's "basis of
religious tolerance,” he said.
Therefore, "much more has to
be done" to educate Americans
about the Muslim community,
especially through "promoting
interfaith dialogue. . . the more
Muslims can interact with the
general community . . . the
more Americans will under-
stand” them.

Founded in 1990, the Ameri-
can Muslim Council [AMC)
works 40 promote interfalth re-
lations and combat prejudice
against the Muslim community
in the United States, Malik said.
He added that the AMC also
works to promote human rights
and democracy throughout the
Muslim world, an activity he
emphasised during the world

net programme.
‘Islam is a very tolerant reli-

gion, but that is not what we
are actively doing in Muslim
countries,” Malik said. There
ought to be "greater intra-toler-
ance" among Muslims in the
United States and throughout
the Muslim world, he added.
Muslims ought to discuss
problems in the community
"among ourselves and through
democratic means we must be
prepared to look hard at our-
selves — then we will be able to
relate to others in a more in-
formed manner.”

The National Conference of

'Chriaua.ns and Jews, founded

in 1927, works to promote a

greater understanding in the

United States of different reli-

gions and cultures, Gell said.

He noted that the name of the

conference is no longer accurate

in that the organisation is "open
lo people of all religious, cul-

tural and racial backgrounds.”

"Unlt.lﬂ we show that kind of
diversity ourselves, we can't
hope to be credible when we
teach diversity to other people,”

he said. Participants in Saudf |

Arabfa, Lebanon and the UAE
raised the issue of President
Clinton's recent meeting with
British author Salman Rushdié
in the context of interfaith un-

derstanding. Rushdie is under .

anranjian death sentence for
blaspheming Islam in his novel
"the Satanic Verses.”

In defence of the White
House decision, Gell said the
US remains "open to a wide va-
riety of views no matter how
hurtful those views may be seen
by some groups.” The issue of
free speech “plays strongly in
American society,” he stressed,
and is "guaranteed by the First
Amendment” of the US Consti-
tution. In meeting with
Rushdie, the president was, in

ailway line

LONDON. Dec 14: An
sion before dawn today dam-
aged a rallway line near Woking
southwest of London, British
transport police said.

A police spokesman told
Reuters the stretch of line be-
tween Worlding and West
Byfleet in Surrey, part of an im-
portant commuter link to the
capital, was closed while inves-
tigators checked what had
calised the blast.

The spokesman said no one
was hurt in the explosion
shortly before 3 am. No trains
were in the area at the time.

The line had been lllﬂl:g
damaged and there was a
crater. - |
Rallway lines and stations
have been targeted for bombing
in the past by Irtsh Republic |

Army guerilias fighting to end
Brmlh rule in Northern Ireland.

effect "speaking for Americans
in espousing the view of free
speech,” Gell asserted.

This view of free¢ speech may
"'not be seen the same way In
other parts of the world,” Gell
noted, so it is important for
Americans "to be sensitive to
other groups.” Americans have
a "difficult time reconciling” the
idea of tolerance, however, with
the death sentence against
Rushdte. *

Malik said the AMC has writ-
ten a letter to President Clinten
criticising his meeting with
Rushdie. He stressed, however,
that the organisation defends
the principle of freedom of
speech as guaranteed in the US |
Constitution: "We won't protest
against Rushdie's publishing
house, and we don't agree with

Ayotollah Khomeini's death
sentence.”




