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The Day the Skies Fell

The skies fell on Sheikh Md Badrul Alam the
day the Pak army suddenly swooped down to
take away his father shaheed Abdul Hai on
June 71. For days the area had been sur-
m.ndndbyﬂnptﬂi:nndiﬂsfurm

"Our family was blacklisted.” the 29-year-old
mathematician recounts, "as my uncle Abdul
Latif Sheikh was a publicity secretary for Awami

., and he had his office on top of my fa-

dead cousin who
was crying out,
‘Chacha help me!
My father consoled
me by assuring me
that he was only
going to do some
necessary sho-
pping and would be
back. and got into
the army jeep —
never to return.”
Badrul contin-
ues.“The army was
out to finish the en-
tire family. My
mother fled from
the backdoor with
my baby sister. My
sister, brother and |
followed her. We
were sheltered by a
Christian lady who
was later tortured
but they could get
little out of her
Meanwhile the Pak
army looted our
shop came to our
house six times .

by Fayza Haq

cue.”

and killed one of
my uncles who was
in the Ansar

Bahini. My aging grandmother was vi ciously
kicked and cruelly abused when they discovered
that some of the members of our family had
escaped. This was done by the Razakar
Saifuzzaman. My old confused and shocked
grandfather, not being abie to stand the rampage
and destruction of the familjr died of heart at-
tack. Another uncle of mine died fighting at the

border "™

The young man elaborates. "My childhood
memories are filled with visions of floating
corpses being pecked by crows and we children
hiding as we roamed about in the wilderness,
living on ‘rutf (loaves) that my mbther made on
the open fire. The SDO of the area gave my
mother Tk 500 as cempensation with which she
began a small grocery store, selling oil and salt
at the village markets. Since '82 we have been

Sheikh Md Badrul Alam

receiving Tk 14,00 per month
Muktijoddha Kalyan Trust but this is hardly
enough for the existence and education of a large
family like ours.”

"It is a pity.” he adds, "that after the Pak army
had left. | hardly think that there has been soclal
or economic stability in the country. Many times
neighbours and miscreants have tried to ecize
our house. People were frightened to help us out
but some of my father's friends came to our res-

With bitterness and despair
have studied all through in Chit ng. in
fear of the Shibir. | could not
wuntedtnulwnunl‘rndnﬂoungmy 'seat’. |

from the

he continues, I
to peopie |

had to sign bonds
with the Razakars.
After all the Jamaat
and Shibir are un-
doubtedly Razak-
ars. ‘The same
applies to the at-
mosphere in my
home town of Go-
palganj, Faridpur.
People like mem-
bers of my family
have given their
lives for fairmess in
society and yet
today inequality
and foul play pre-
vail. My elder bro-
ther, Rafiqul Islam,
was meritorious,
but had to bring an
end to his edu-
cation at the in-
termediate level
just to look after
us, as he was the
eldest. We rushed
our sister Arjuman
Ara into her mar-
riage even before
she completed her

school, while my
other sister, Naz-
neen Sultana Is

struggling with her

studies in Chemistry in Eden College. staying in
a hostel, being supported by my brother. | myself
am like a vagabond with my master's degree in-
Mathematics, going from one NGO to another,
cap in hand in search of a job.”

He adds, "Little effort has been made to settle
the children of the martyrs
power, year after year. Tnda}r | feel so irritated
when | say my Jumma prayers at the Ghausal

by those in political

Azam Masjid in Mohakhali, and find Maulana

forces.”

Mannan offering ‘munazat’ there too. After all, it
was the Razakars who led to my father's death
and my blood bolls to see them prospering. | feel
that the martyrs have died in vain as circum-
stances and living conditions of common people
remain the same. When the BNP came to pqwer
we had high hopes. but now we find them join-
ing hands with the Jamaat
Razakars, who once collaborated with the Pak

. who are after all,

Commemorative stamps on martyred
intellectuals released

Bangladesh Post Office yes-
terday issued 10 commemora-
tve postage stamps each of two
Taka denomination in a sheet
and two First Day Covers val-
ued at five Taka each in com-
memoration of Shaheed
Intellectuals. reports UNB.

A special cancellor was also
used and a souvenir of Tk 6
containing short life sketches of
the martyrs was issued.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia formally released
the ﬂampa in a simple cere-

mony at her office in the morn-
ing.
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister K M Rabbani,
Post and Telecommunications
Minister Tariqul Islam, Secre-
tary of the Ministr¢ Dr AM M
Showkat Alj. DG of Bangladesh
Post Office A B M Siddique,
Additional DG Glasuddin
Ahmed and other senior officials
were present on the occasion.
The 10 stamps were issued
in commemoration of the follow-
ing Shaheed Intellectuals: Lt

CDR Moazzem Hossain (Navy),
Prof Muhammad Habibur
Rahman of Rajshahi University,
Khandaker Abu Taleb (Jou-
rnalist), Moshiur Rahman
(Politician of Jessore), Moha-
mmad Abdul Muktadir (teacher
of Dhaka University), Nutan
Chandra Sinha (social worker of
Chittagong), Dr Muhammad
Aminuddin (scientist), Dr NA M
Faizul Mohee ([teacher of DU).
Syed Nazmul Huq (journalist)
and Sukha Ranjan Somaddar
(teacher of RU).
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commemoration of the martyred intellectuals yesterday
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Uphold moral

values: Biswa$

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday urged all to
uphold the social and moral
values to properly guide the
new generation, reports UNB.

"Congenial atmosphere In
the is essential for the

t of the coun-
try" the President told a 19-
member delegation of
Mehendigonj Thana of Barisal
district which called on him at
Bangabhaban yesterday morn-
ing.

President Biswas asked the
delegation members to cooper-
ate with the government in
making the Compulsory
Primary Education (CPE) pro-

gramme a success
Me also advised them o sel

up dairy and poultry farms and
engage in pisciculture by taking
bank loan and said everyone
should also prefer small family
to help check population boomn
and work hard to make the
country self-reliant.

Earlier, the delegation. led
by Nurur Rahman. apprised the
President about some of their
local problems. The President
assured them to lpok into the
matter.

Among others, Mohammad
Amir Hossain. Ali Akbar and
Abdur Rob Khan were present
on the occasion.

Apply knowledge,
wisdom in uplift
of nation : Abbas

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) Mayor Mirza Abbas. MP.
yesterday called upon the engi-
neers to apply their acquired
knowledge and wisdom In the
development and prosperity of
the nation, reports BSS.

He was addressing the con-
cluding and certificate awarding
ceremony of a workshop on
"Construction and maintenance
of asphalt pavement” at the
Engineers' Institution here.

Jointly organised by the
Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh (IEB] and the
BUET. the f(unction was
presided over by IEB president
Prof Jamilur Reza while engi-
neers M A K Azad and A R Khan
took part in the discussion.

Mirza Abbas said the total
expenditure of the Dhaka City
Corporation other than that of
engineering work was only 5 to
10 per cent.

Mirza Abbas urged the engl-
neers to help detect any act of
misuse of fund or low quality
construction i
works of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration.

Naripakkha's
programme
Dec 17

"Naripakkha's regular pro-
gramme “Alor Shorene Katuk
Adhar" — scheduled to be held
today has been postponed.
The programme will now be
held at the Central Shaheed
Minar at 5 pm on December 17.

Urs

Urs mobarak of "Hazrat
Shah Chinki-Mostan” (RA) will
be held at his dargah sharif at
"Chinki-Astana” Chittagong to-
morrow, reports BSS:

Munajat will be held after
Magreb prayers on the day.

Dargah sharif of Hazrat
Shah Badal Mostan (RA), one of
the Baro-Aulia (twelve saints) is
also situated at the same place.

qe
Wednesday
5:00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
summ
5:15 News in Bangla o
9:25 Khelar Jagat
6:00 Banophool
7:00 Open University
7:25 Tagore songs
8:00 News in Bangla
8:30 Nritter Taale Taale
9:00 Film: The A-Team
10:00 News in English
10:30 Prattysher Alo
11:30 Khabar /The News
11:40 Tomorrow's programme
summary
11:45 Closing °

Metropolltan

any engineering 1

Prime Mmmler Hegum I{haleda Zia laying the foundation
stone of the Martyred Intellectuals Mausoleum at Rayer

Bazar in the capital yesterday
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Rcad frum Doyel Chattar to Chankhar Pool has been '
¢ ‘rerramed after martyred intellectual Shahidulla Kaiser as
Shaheed Shahidulla Kaiser Sarak.
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{| Computerisation of exam

system will help stop
corruption : Eunus

State Minister for Education
Principal Eunus Khan laid em-
phasis on free flow of eduea-
tional management information
for making educational admin-
istration efficiermt and dynamic
one, reports UNB. °

He said computerisation of
the public examination system
will stop malpractices and cor-
ruption In examination.

The state minister was
speaking as chiel guest at an
awareness seminar on educa-
tion management information
system and a month-long cer-
tificate-giving ceremony of EMIS
training course in Dhaka yes

terday.
Presided over by secretary to
the government and coordinator
of general education project
Syed Alamgir Farooq Cho-
wdhury., the function was
addressed by Education
Secretary irshadul Hoq, director
of Bangladesh Buread of
Educational Information and

Statistics Anwarul Hoq Khan
Mojlish. course coordinator and
Professor of Loughborough
University. UK Dr James R
Hough and UNESCO senior
programme adviser of general
education project Dr A K
Jalaluddin.
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Annual Get- Together '93

3:30 p.m. Friday 31 December 1993.
Venue : English Department, DU

All alumni are cordially invited to attend.They
are also invited to join the RIVER CRUISE on
Friday 21 January 1994

The alumni are requested to bring passport-size
photographs and brief career-sketches to be in-
cluded in A History of the Department of

English.

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The containensed
CHALLENGER V-SWA

cargo
10B from Riogrande, ex.

ex. M. V. ALLANTIC

MV. XETHABHUM V-24 from Lame Chamber, ex,

M.V.

WANA BHUM V-204N from Jakarta, ex.

M.V.

HOECHST EXPRESS V-12445 from Rotterdam and
containers from Singapore have been relayed to
M.V. KOTA BUANA V-024N Import Rotation No.
1000/93 is due to-arrive Chittagong on or about

15-12-93 from Singapore.

Consignees are requested to take delivery of

their

‘fcargo from FCL containers within S days free time
from the date of landing and if cargo not cleared within
45 days will be guided by Customs Act.

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LID.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS:MITSUIO.S K. LINESLTD. TOKYO.
PHONES: 500686, 503317, 500687/88

Seminar on the use of Geo-composite to_ld;_
Use 'jute-sand-mat' to
check river erosion

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers al a seminar on
"“The Use of Geo-composite
(Geo-synthetic and Geo-natural)
in Civil Engineering Problems”
yesterday called upon the gov-
ernment to explore the possi-
bilities of using a new material
called "jute-sand- mat to check
river erosion.

The Institute of Engineers.
Bangladesh (IEB) and Applied
and Innovative Research (AIR)
jointly organised the seminar at
the auditorium of National
Institute of Local Government
(NILG) at Agargaon in the capi-
tal

The seminar was divided into
two sessions where David J
Bishop. Export Manager of the
Nauefasertechnik, Germany
presented in the morning ses-
sion a paper entitled "Materials
and Methods of Laying Geo-
composites for Slope Protection
/Erosion Control Purposes.” °

Dr Humayun Kabir, Profe-
ssor of BUET, presented in the
afternoon session a paper
entitled "Materials and Methods
of Reinforcing Road Subgrades
by Geo-composites and Special
Uses of Geo-composites.”

The morning session of the
seminar was presided over by
Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
President (IEB) and the after-
noon session was presided over
by Dr S Kabir Chowdhury,
Managing Director of AIR. IEB
Honorary General Secretary M
A K Azad also spoke on the oc-
casion.

In the backdrop of the gov-
ernment ban on geo-textile and
to promote the use of geo-jute,
the seminar particularly ad-
dressed the subject as to what
extent geo-synthetic be replaced

" by geo-natural .

It particularly dealt on a new
product called "jute-sand-mat”

which has geo-textile on the
upper layer and jute at the bot-
tom layer, and sand in between.
Vice-Chancellor of BUET Dr
M Shahjahan attended the
function as chief guest.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Iplleauens are invited for appoiniment to the
[ollowing pﬂ‘SlS in a large and reputed airlines

sales agency :

1. PASSENGER SALES EXECUTIVE :

"A' level of GCE,

Graduate, Proficiency in

written and sp oken English, Past experience
in reservatiem fare Computation, Computer

Reservation System will get

reference.

ﬁjr_leferenee will also be given to those having
owledge in French/German Languages.

2. SR. MARKETING OFFICER IN
COURIER SERVICE INDUSTRY :

‘A' Level in GCE, Graduate, prelerably

Markettng!Finanee / Economics,

prof ieleneg

in written and spoken English, Past
Perienee in Courier Serviee Industry wﬂl

Preference.

Sala shall

quali

Box No. A-12 C/o.

be [ixed commensurate wilh
ation and experience Application with a

passporl size phenl‘I%l
e

should be sent o .
Star,House No.-11.

Road No.-3, Dhanmondi, Dhaka by 26th

December, 199
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emperature may fall further
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The country’s highest tempcreture.ul' 28.4 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Teknaf and lowest of 11.4 degrees Celsiue was
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