Reining in the Rape of Nature

Sa result of widespr-
ead degradation of
environment and its
adverse effects on our planet,
this branch of science has

. The Minister
for Environment and Forests
inaugurated it. The inaugural
session was presided over by
the Director General of the
Academy Dr Fazlul Hassan
Yusuf. While tracing the genesis
of the environmental movement
Dr Yusuf in his speech said in-
creasing awareness and techno-
logical advances now marked
the beginning of a second
phases in the movement as it
seeks global solutions rather
than merely identifying habitats
at risk. He said that in trying to
meet the of the needs
of a continually expanding

population without destroying

base, we must seek to forge a
society which could ensure.
fresh air, clean water, pure food
and yet meet the demands of

1.

It is to note that
the seminar began with follow-
ing commentary: Our planet is
not safe. the air we breathe is
polluted; water we drink is con-
taminate and food we consume'
is adulterated. Over population.
mnm:::tmn. delorestation

endangered species pose
environmental problems.

The population is indeed in-
creasing. According to World
Bank Report of 1992, it is in-
creasing at 1.7 per cent a year
and ninety per cent of this
growth will take place in the de-
veloping countries by the year
2030. As per statistics released
by Human report
1993 of UNDP, 40 per cent of
the population in developing
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countries has no access to sani-
tation and 1.3 billion people are
at the level of absolute poverty.
Although the percentage of ru-
ral families with access to safe-
water has reportedly increased
from less than 10 per cent ta
almost 60 per cent during the
past two decades but still, more
than 850 million people live in
areas that are u vari-
ous stages of desertification.
According to another statistics
of UNDP report of 1993, people
in iIndustrialised countries con-
sume ten times more commer-
clal energy than people in de-
veloping countries and they ac-

still on the increase in these
countries, but it is likely to

even Lo some other in-
dustrializing countries like
China, India and Brazil.
Professor Aminul Islam held the
view that it should be possible
to achieve stable population if

we could achieve continuing

economic growth, raise living
standards and thereby break
the chains of poverty. hunger
and environmental degradation
and only growth could eliminate
this ominous cycle of poverty
and manage resources al a
sustainable level,

While commenting on the

In view of the degragation of environment, industriolised
counfries have made commiiments in the Rio Conference
last year fo extend financial support for susiaginable devel-

opment projects in the

developing countries.

Unforfunately, however, such commiftments have not yet
been fraonsiafed info acfion by way of providing financial
or technical assisfance fo the developing countries.

count for 71 per cent of the

World's Carbon Monoxide and
68 per cent of the World's In-
dusirial waste.

On one hand. environment is
polluted by the industrial waste
and carbon monoxide of the
North,. poverty of the South. on
the other, poses a threat to en-
vironment which will begin 'to,
travel without a passport in
many unpleasant forms' as
stated by Human Development
Report of 1993, Therefore, there
is a need to make concerted ef-
forts against poverty. In the in-
terest of the security of rich na-
tions these countries should in-
vest in the development of the

developing nations.

Dr M Aminul Islam, Profes-
sor of Geography, Dhaka
University in his kéy-note paper
talked about global environ-
mental change, population
growth, land degradation, de-
sertification, effect of urbaniza-
tion and loss of wetlands and
opined that the current prob-
lems of CO9 emissions and
pollution are mainly the prod-
uct of the industrialised world
and the extent of pollution is

key-note paper, Professor Dr
Ainun Nishat of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology said that developing
countries could not be held re-
sponsible for the environmental
hazards created by the indus-
trialised West. He told.at the
gathering that all environmental
threats, as propagated by the
West, do not pose threat to the
developing countries. He also
reminded the audience about

_distortion of the facts to divert

attention of the people from the
crime committed by the West,
Dr Alnun Nishat was of the view
that if Bangladesh goes for in-
dustrialisation for 200 years,
her contribution to global envi-
ronmental degradation would
be less than 8 per cent.
Therefore., the West should
provide fund for environmental
protection. v

Dr A Atig Rahman. Director,
Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies, who is also a
cofMsultant for centre for
Research on NIEO, Oxford

University, equally blamed in-

dustrialised countries for de-
grading environment. Referring

to his personal experience at
the Rio Conference. he told the

Bank regarding protection of
the environment. He sald eco-
diplomacy was coming to Hme-
light and becoming popular.
Nazrul Islam, former Foreign
Secretary in his presidential
address spoke about the mis-

deeds of the West which caused
environmental disaster.

Since the Rio Conference in |.
June last year, little ss
has been made for the protec-
tion of the environment. It is an
acknowledged fact that there is
an increasing awareness about
the value environmentally
sound practices around the
world.

In view of the degradation of
environment, industrialised
countries have made commit-
ments in the Rio Conference
last year to extend financial
support for sustainable devel-
opment projects in the develop-
ing countries. Unfortunately,
however, such commitments
have not yet been translated
into action by way of providing
financia] or tecimical assistance
to the countries. -

Trainee officers of BCS
{(Foreign Affairs) Cadre also took
part in the seminar, apart from
Professor Kazi Zaker Hossain,

of Zoology of Dhaka
University. Seminar was really
educative and provided wide
range of views and opinions on
the possible solution of envi-

ronmental degradation globally.

OOKING like grounded
astronauts lost in the
African bush, we made
our way through tall savannah
grassland dressed in bulky
white bee suits. The heavy
cotton seemed to trap every

degree of the early afternoon
heat

The world looked slightly out
thuthmugl:ﬂwmtgiuh

neared 10 hives hanging in a
small cluster of trees in the
buffer zone of western Malawi's
Kasungu National Park.
Ahead of me, bee expert
ford Mwale set fire to a piece of
dried dung and placed it in an
accordion-like bee-smoker

Clif-

made of tin and leather. Slowly
he puffed smoke at one of the

hives to sedate the bees.

Two wvill removed the
hive roof Mwale
the top bars, heavy with honey-
combs. As technical adviser to a

WWF-sponsored bee-keep
project.

ing

Mwale regularly

demonstrates colony manage-
ment to aplary clubs.

- "l eome from this area. |
used to see people hunting an-
imals and cutting down wood
inside and outside the park.”
remembers Mwale, 33, who
joined the Malawi Parks De-
partment in 1983, "l realized
that people would accept con-
servation only if they
shown how to satisfy their basic
needs.”

For years, Malawi's parks
department, one of the most
progressive in sub-Saharan
Africa, has been setting aside
tracts of land for environmental

. Today. an impres-
sive 21 per cent of the country
is made up of national parks,
forest, and game reserves. .

Bul space is scarce —
Malawi is one of Africa's most
densely populated countries
and almost one quarter of its
118,000 square kilometres is
taken up by its famous lake.
The country’s 8.2 million people
live on a thin strip of land,

Sweet Success

by Sandra Mbanefo

WWF is abuzz with the results
of Malawi's enterprising

bee-keeping project

about the size of French
Guiana.

Up to the early 1980s, the
government was still moving
Malawians off ancestral terri-
tory to make way for conserva-
tion areas. Environmental pro-
tection and law enforcement
were strict. But as relations be-
iween park authorities and vil-
lagers deteriorated. poaching
within parks increased.

Song of the beehive

had to somehow take part in
the running of their parks.
Blind law enforcement was not
working, We needed a way to

‘show locals the importance of

conservation while allowing
them to benefit from the parks,”
explains Matthew Matemba,
Parks Department Director.

"We don't have Zimbabwe's
large game populations, so we
can't allow people to harvest an-
imals in the park.,” explains
Francis Mkanda, Senior Parks
and Wildlife Research Officer.
"We looked at other exploitable
resources and hit on bees,”

In the 1970s and 1980s, the
Phoka. traditionally a bee-
keeping people, had been forced
off the spectacular Nyika
Plateau in northern Malawi, full
of prime bee trees and shrubs,
to make way for the country's
largest national park.

Their new h .was mainly
arable farmland and far from
ideal for honey production. A
traditional form of livelihood
was threatened.

“We realized that Malawians.

In 1986, the parks depart-

* ment helped start a bee-keeping
‘ club in Thazima, with funding

from the German embassy. Fif-
teen villagers were allowed to
hang their hives inside the
park. Their traditional skills
reaped a good harvest, increas-
ing their meagre income from
subsistence farming. The follow-
ing year two more clubs were
started in Chilinda and
Kaperkezi. Funding from WWF-

US expanded the Kaperekezi
club in 1990. , :
‘In 1989, the German Agency

for Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
Joined forces with the parks de-
partment to set up a compre-

hensive bee-keeping project.
Today 71 clubs with over 700
members are involved in the

project.
Harvesting honey
Traditional bee-keepers

would construct long and bark

-hives made from Brachystegia

wood and harvest their honey
using fire torches, killing the
bees and surrounding vegeta-
tion.

The club network encour-
ages members to make more
environmentally friendly pine
“top bar hives” that last longer.
Most members have adopted

equipment, all made by local

. o o -9 .1,. b . 3 1
Making honcy: This protea is a favourite nectar

. source for bees (top). Alex Banda shows off the
. resuits (bottom).

the new hives and stopped de-

stroying Brachystegia.

The project aims to be self-
sustaining. 'Club members take
out tﬁi}e-;rcar loans In the
form of do-it-yourself hive kits.
smokers, bee suits, and other

‘project’s chief technical adviser.

e

Malawian artisans.

Last year, clubs in the Nyika
area produced almost four
tonnes of honey, which the
project bought and then sold to
a national supermarket chain.
This year. the harvest is already
close to six tonnes, and has
made over 36,000 kwacha

From Blooming Desert to Treeless Waste

Barbara Nimri Aziz writes from Gaza

Palestinian and Israelf

S
Ammm-m
develop the oceupied te-

rritories, one area totally ig-
noréed is the environment. The
Palestine "Human Rights Infor-
mation Centre says the [sraeli
authorities have axed more
than 161,000 trees in the West
Bank and Gaza in the last six

m L
Destruction of these trees,

mostly fruit-bearing. is a feature
of callous Israeli policy In the
area, continuing even after the
Israeli-Palestinlan accord was
signed in September in Washin-

They designate forests as pro-
tected areas, condernn negligent
administrations; legisiate recy-
cling and promote
substitute fuels. Yet the devas-
tated lands of Palestine, where
thousands of trees were sys-
tematically uprooted and de-
stroyed, cannot find their way
onto anyone s environmental
agends.

Last year alone, 19.316 trees
were destroyed. says the Pales-
tine Human Rights Information
Centre. And in 1981, 31,000

rgent development
plan or due to population pres-
sures creating shortages of
farmland or fuel, as in places
ike Nepal or in Indonesia.

Nor is it a matter of negh-
gence or bad management, as
in Brazil. Environmental de-
struction on Palestinian lands
results from carefully designed
political and strategies,
executed since 1967 when
lsrael oecupied the .Gaza and
Weslt Bank.

The policy of clearing hea-

gton. trees — an average of 2,600 a ithy. productive orchards is also
The felled trees re t a month — were uprooted. This  underway, quite unreported. in
lot of lost wood and rotting fo- was lower than the astonishing  the once densely covered hills of
In ifs early of existence Israel won accolades for making the desert bioom. Today,
s government is crealing deserts in clearing the land of frees.
Since lts occupation of Gaza and West Bank in 1967, Israel has been responsible
for felling thousands of frees. Given the for development under
the peace process, the devastated of Palestine may be further ;

liage. Add to that the enormous
forfeited fruit crop — oranges
and pomegranates, figs and
olives, pears, quince, grapes,
and berries. Also doomed and
linked to the ecological cycle are
the expanses of hillside apd
meadow land no longer held
firm by tree roots. the shade for
animals and the birds which
lived in them.
Environmentalists campaign
to save trees even in the most
remote corners of the earth.

devastation of 54,258 olive and
citrus trees in 1989 That alone
represented nearly $21 million
loss to the owners,

Last June. more than 8,000
fruit-bearing trees were bumed
or uprooted. The practice goes
on entirely unopposed and often
unnoticed by the media.

How long cdn gonservation-
ists continue to ignore the
facts? The silence is especially
worrying since the devastation
is not an unforéseen by-product

south Lebanon. In Gaza and the
West Bank. the destruction can

" be linked to Israeli attempts to

crush the intifada and to pre-
pare more land under occu-
pation for its own military and.
settler needs.

No data exists on tree losses
between 1967 and 1987. With
the outbreak of the intifada in
December 1987, organisations
like the Al Haq Law Project and:
the Palestine Human Rights
Information Centre began to

document the 3
MJ:MI-
Palessinians is acdmit -
a kind of war and there-
fore this ecological wrecking
might be seen as part of the

inevitable destructive processes
of war. of the 1991 Gulf
conflict shows just how

devastating war is to the envi-
rorument.

People who may not have
been concerned about the liber-
ation of Kuwait became
outraged by the environmental
damage. Wars in the Horn of
Africa and Sudan are partly re-
sponsihle for the massive defor-
estation there. The lsraell case
is not quite the same. The war
against the Palestinian land-
scape Is direct and intentional,
attested in case after case of
u

In 1989, in Tul Karim village.
near Nablus, (wo bulldozers

The traumatised

of the family asked the army of-
ficer overseeing the assault:
“Why?" He told her: “Your chil-
dren come and hide in these
trees when we are chasing
them. These boys should not
hide here, so we have to clear
the area. It's your fault old
woman. These are your chil-
dren, these dogs.”

Later, in the Qararah area of
Gaza, 2.875 trees were
explicitly as part of lsrael's
confiscation of land to bufld a
settlement road.

In almost every case of tree
destruction investigated there
was a punitive motive in the
military action. Either it was di-
rected agaimst the community.
or against the relative of an or-
chard owner. Militarily con-
ducted deforestation is supple-
mented by Israeli government-
sanctioned civil assaults. In
1989 armed Jewish settlers in
one area alone ripped out and
burned 5,422 trees. This policy
Is as serious as Israel's restric-
tions of water use in the area
and its siphoning off of regional
waters.

In the pace of uprooting goes
on muci longer, the entire
Palestiniah lands will be laid
waste and desertification will be
hastened. If. as it appears, this
is a calculated policy, it can be
seen as an insidious form of
forced transfer of people.

— Gemini New's
BARBARA NIMRI AZIZ is a

American freelance writer and
Journalist.

(US$10,285).

“The project only buys honey
that is up to EC standards. In
1989, a kilo of honey cost
around 9 kwacha (US$2.50).
This year, the price fell of 6
kwacha (US$1.70), which is still .
double the world market price,”
explains Dr Karl Kaiser. the

"So far, only rich Malawians
and expatriates can afford to
buy our honey in shops. We |:
want to make honey more af-
fordable.for the average salary-
earning Malawian," he adds.

"The project specializes in
two types of bee-keeping — one
that relies on forest tion

and another that focuses on

Bt b

1

i

fruit species such as mangoes
and oranges. ;
“The honey the clubs pro-
duce is of excellent quality and
chemical-free,” adds project
manager Alex Banda. "Pcople
are going for natural food these
days. so our honey will be
popular in health food shops."
Besides building a domestic
market, the project hopes to ex-
port honey. But local expertise |
needs to be refined first. So
club members attend work-
shops on financial management
and accounting, apiary.and

colony management, and har- |.

vesting techniques.

Production of honey-related
goods such as wax and propo-
lis, a natural antibiotic, still
needs to be developed, as well
as a rharketing system that can
replace the project as middle-
man. The embryonic Malawi
Bee Keepers Association is an
important step in making the
project independent of external

donor support, |
— WWF

Secure Tenancy Better than Ban on Eoggin_g_
by A Special Correspondent from Rome

.ﬂ.l'l industry as
much as US$ 17 billion a
year, fomw s tie-.

klish questions to t who
want to halt the alarming

destruction of tropical forests, °

Forestry does earn than
much in tropical developing

countries. And in Indonesia, it

employs as many as 800,000
workers, from loggers deep in
the jungles to employees in

| processing plants downstream.

In this context, a total log
ban may not always be the an-
swer. Secure tenancy may well
tt'. .

The bottom line is: forests
are as valuable as they are per-
ceived to be. "The important

benefits of forest industries:

can only be sustained and ex-
panded if the resource on
which the industries are de-
pendent is protected, effec-
tively managed and even ex-
panded,” according to a United
Nations review of the contri-
bution of forest products to
development in tropical coun-
tries. .
‘It is therefore essential
that efforts are made to in-
crease the value of the forest
resource, says the review made
by the UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation's Committee
on Forest Development in the
Tropics. Without this the basis
on which forest industries are
established, that is the forests,
will be threatened.”

The argument is that, forest

| | resources will be reduced if

they are seen. as having no
immediate or obvious value.
"Evidence © in
Philippines, for example has
shown this to be the case, the
FAO review says. "In that coun-
try. in arcas where harvesting
was totally banned by cance-
lling all concesston agreeme-
nts, the forests were almost
completely destroyed within
about five : e S
“This emphasises the nega-
tive effects of controls, which
generally do nothing to main-
tain or enhance the value of
the resources.” :
Reducing the activities of
forest industries results in
greater pressure on forests.
Fewer jobs and lower incomes
pressure local communities to
use forests for fyelwood and
other products.
In contrast, the granting of
longer-term, ‘more secure
tenure on forest use is likely to

| encourage improved manage-

ment and give industry the fi-
nancial incentive to take a
longer-term value of forests.
Improved tenure and en-
hanced value also encourage
more sensitive use of forests by
local communities.

the -

. Joint ventures between lo-
cal enterprises and overseas
companies, if properly de-
signed, can. provide capital,
technology and marketing cx-
pertise to tropical developing
countries. Small-scale plants
can also be less disruptive,
especially where the products
are destined for local markets
—which s mostly the case in
developing countries.

The [act is, forests are valu-
able — in 1989, devcloping
countries used US$ 59 billion
of industrial wood products
like sawnwood, panels. pulp
and paper. Tropical countries
(two-thirds of which were
Asian) accounted for US$ 36
billion of this.

North ' African and Middlc
Eastern countries,  South
Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong
and Singapore depend on im-
ports for most of their wopd
products. In' general, develop-
ing countries are largely sclf-
sufficient in products.

.In 1989, devcloping coun-
tries imported forest products
worth US$ 15 billion. About
half of that came from tropical

tries

developing countries (in some
countries, forest products con-
tribute 10-15 per cent of for-
eign exchange earnings).
Exports earn developing
countries about US$ 17 billion

a year—USS$ 13 billion from

logs, sawnwood, panels, pulp
and paper and about US$ 4 bil-
lion from furniture and pro-
cessed wood products. By
value, the Far East dominates
exports, accounting for about
71 per cent of developing
country exports. Between 40
and 50 per cent of logs, sawn-
wood and plywood exports are
to other developing countrics
which process this further and
exported to developed coun-

Value-added forest products
are increasing, with the export
of logs increasingly being
banned or restricted in some
countries. Sawlog and veneer
log exports from developing
countries declined from 40
million cubic metres in 1980
to the current 28 million cubic
metres, Over the same period,
sawnwood exports increased

by 20 per cent and panels by

Wood Harvesting :

. Employment estimates for selected countries

Forest workers employed
in harvesting

| Malaysia l 1985 I

| Indonesia | 1985 | Harvesting in tropical

Forest workers cmpioyud
in harvesting .

Source: (1) UN Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, November
‘ 1990,
(2) FAO Yearbook of Forest Products 1989 (Rome

1991).

Understates total wood experts since does not include

secondary

processed wood products such as furnfture,

builder's woodwork, componentry, ete.

150 per cent.
_Foresls also generate em-
mmenl — in Indonesia some

,000 people directly in-
volved in the industry, includ-
ing logging and fuelwood har-
vesting. In a country which is
the largest tropical producer
of woor:nd wood :mducu
and one of the largest ex-
porters,’ lorestry also employs
another 400,000 in forest pro-
cessing industries.

In the Philippines, direct
cemployment by forest indus-
tries is about 212,000. In
1987, some 275,000 workers
in India and 60,400 in Mala-
ysia were cmployed in forest.

~In_the pulp and paper
plants of China, employment
ranges from 2,000 to 5,000
employees per mill. Indian
mills show typiecal employment
levels of 1,200 to 1,500;
Indonesian mills have about
-700 em ecs. For similar
sized mills, employment levels
are generally higher in devel-
oping countries than in devel-
oped ones.

According to the FAO re-
view, 1.5 jobs are created
elsewhere fn the economy for
every job created in . the
sawmilling and plymilling in-
dustries (2.1 jobs are created
by pulp and paper). On this ba-
sis, the- 400,000 workers di-
rectly employed in Indonesfan
_forest industries may create
another 600,000 to 800,000
jobs in other businesses. ,

As an example ol the exterit
of forest industries, Indonesia
has around 3,600 sawmills,
some 108 wood-based panel
plants and 38 pulp and paper
mills. In general, small-scale
millage sawmills processing
logs from forests employ two
to 12 people while larger mills
have 170 to 350 employees.

In a way, [lorestry helps
stem the rural-urban for em-

loyment and income. Forest

sting is rural-based, many

in remote areas. Processing

like sawmills and pulp and pa-

per plants tend to be located
in or near the forest.

Because of the obvious value
of forest industries, the FAO
review says, a balance must be
reached between the interests
of industry and the environ-
ment. Forest industry devel-
opment, for example, is better
achieved with the participation
of the private sector which
takes a long-term view of its
investment.

Financing is also important,
especially for small-seale, ru-

: industries,

Legislation must be modi-
fled so as not lp discourage ef-
fective industry development.



