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South Korean President Kim Young Sam decorating
Bangladesh Foreign Minister A S M Mostafizur Rahman with
the Gwanghwa Medal — the highest ROK honour for
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Mostafiz
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Korean counterpart. Han Sung
Joo, on matters of mutual in-
tergst as well as regional and
international issues of common
concern.

The two countries also
signed an nt of eco-
nomic and technical coopera-
tion and held the Joint
Economic Commission meeting
for expansion of economic co-

received an award
the order of

Seoul,
"“Gwanghwa",
diplomatic service, from ROK
President for his contribution
towards strengthening the cor-
dial ties and friendship between

US team ciue in Islamabad today N

Rao concerned at possible move
to repeal Pressler Amendment

NEW DELHI, Dec 12: Indian
Prime "Minster PV Narasimha
Rao has expressed concern al a

US move to repeal the
Pressler Amendment outlawing
aid to Pakistan because of its
nuclear programme, reports
AFP.

Rao conveyed his concern to
visiting US republican senators
Larry Pressler, the author of the
amendment, Thad Cochran and
Hank Brown at a meeting here
Saturday. officials said today.

Rao, 72, yoiced Jndian fears
that the Clinton administra-
tion's move to change the US

~foreign assistance act would
amount to a repealing of the
Pressler Amendment and boost
Pakistan's offensive capability.

Washington suspended eco-
nomie and military assistance
to Pakistan in 1990 under the
amendment which specifically
outlawed aid to Pakistan be-
cause of its nuclear programme.

President Bill Clinton has
said he wants to overhaul the
entire system of US foreign aid,
laying down broad objectives
instead of the often conflicting
policy goals of the cold war era.

No country would be specifi-
cally targeted for sanctions in
the new policy.

india’s concern was also
voiced Saturday by Minister of
State for External Affairs
Salman Khursheed., who told
the US senators that any move
to drop the amendment would
legitimise Pakistan's alleged
clandestine nuclear weapons
drive.

A resumption of US aid to
Islamabad would cause New
Delhi to reassess its own de- =
fence policy and may result in a
destabilisation of the South
Asian region, Foreign Ministry
officials quoted Khursheed as
saying. _

India, which in 1974 ex-
ploded a nuclear device but
claims that its nuclear pro-
gramme is entirely peaceful,
and Pakistan have fought three
wars since the subcontinent
won independence from British
rule in 1947,

Washington has seen South
Asia as a potential nuclear
flashpoint because of India-
Pakistan tensions. neither is a
signatory to the nuclear non-

" Students call
hartal at Tongi

today

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Dec 12: A half-day
hartal has been called in Tongi
Poura area tomorrow by the
Chhatra League (M-I) and the
-.]Iﬂ"‘l Chhatra Sama,l .

The hartal has been called in
support of the demand for
opening of the Tongi Govern-
ment College and holding of
elections to the college student
union

Arafat-Rabin
talks fail

CAIRO, Dec 12: PLO leader
Yasser Arafat confirmed today
that he had failed to reach
agreement with Llsraeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on
lsraeli withdrawal from Gaza
and Jericho in time for
Monday's deadline; reports

Reuter. :
Another Chinese
plane hijacked

to Taiwan -

TAIPEI, Dec 12: A man pre-
tending to have explosives hi-
jacked a mainiand Chinese jet-
liner tfo Talwan Sunday, the
Defence Ministry said, reports
AP. |

it was the ninth hijacking
from China to Taiwan this year
and the second in five days.

The Xiamen Airlines Boeing
737, carrying 92 passengers
and ‘eight crew members,
landed at Taipei International
Alrport at 4:06 pm (0806) GMT)
after it was escorted in by two
Talwan air force F-5E fighter

jets. _ ) %
Sick unit
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ten speech, alleged that the
government had made the
country a market for foreign
goods in the name of adopting a
market-oriented economy.

He was also very critical of
the government'’s "contradictory
policy” that allowed foreign
goods to capture the market by
withdrawing all restrictions

-and, on the other hand, ham-
pered the growth of local indus-
tries by imposing various kinds
of restrictions. -

He dubbed the Value Added
Tax (VAT) as an 'anti-produc-
tion, srepressive measure'
against the entrepreneurs and
said it is comparable only with
the infamous Salt Act and the

One Customs super
fired, 3 others
suspended

The government has fired a
superintendent and taken puni-
tive measures against several
other officers in a move to over-
haul the country's Customs
administration. reports UNB.

An officlal announcement
said yesterday the government
dismissed from services Saroj
Kumar Neoji. a Customs Supe-
rintendent at the Inspection
Directorate, Dhaka, on Friday
“in public interest”.

It also decided to put under
suspension the services of Abul
Khair Bhuiyvan, Asstt Collector
of Customs in Feni, Amanullah,
Superintendent, and Anwar

Hussain, Inspector. at the
Chittggong VAT Collectorate.

Jamuna
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Fully aware of the fate of the
project without Japanese par-
ticipation. the government is
now resolved to extending the
bid period to gain some more
time for itself to convince the
Japanege side to become a co-
financer.

Sources said, the govern-
ment, expecting Tokyo's green
signal during the recént visit of
a Japanese review mission, had
sent message to the bidders of
the JMBP components to come
to Dhaka, hinting that the con-
tracts would be awarded to
bﬂthem by the middle of Decem-

Accordingly, many execu-
tives of the successful bidders
are now staying in the capital,
still awaiting word from the
Japanese government.

A Japanese team, which ar-
rived' in Dhaka last week, left
the capital after holding exten-
sive meetings with the govern-
ment. The team refrained from
giving any indication either for
or against Tokyo's support for .
the bridge project. The team
members informed the govern-

ment that Japan needed more

time to satisfy some of the

- doubts about the adequacy of

institutional arrangements to
implement the resettlement
plan for nearly 16000 families
likely to be effected by the pro-
ject. '
With so much still h
in the balance due to a delay in
Japan's commitment of sup-
port, the government now has
little option but to ask the bid-
ders to accept extension of the
expiry dates of the various bids.
Japanese involvement in the
project has now become a criti-
cal issue since two other co-fi-

Tax of the period. nancers — the World Bank and
He immediate with-  the Asian Development Bank
drawal of VAT and other taxes cannot remit their porugm un-
-t:-hﬂp promote local industries. der the co-financing plan.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Ziu addressing a public meeting at Haridali High School ground

in Paikgachha thana under Khulna district yesterday

Students have
rejected BNP,
says Hasina

Awami League president

Sheikh Hasina yesterday said
the student community has re-

The two countries’ foreign ¢ jected the BNP government for

secretaries are 40 meet in
Islamabad next month, marking
the resumption of a dialogue
after a break of more than 15
months.

Rao told the US senators
that the scheduled talks indi-

cated India's keenness to re- -

solve all disputes with Pakistan.

Senators arrived here
Saturday on a trip aimed at
assessing India-US relations.-

Meanwhile, the three US
lawmakers headed by senator
Larry Pressler, the author of
legislation Pakistan wants to
see repealed, are due In
Islamabad Monday on a four-
day visit, US embassy sources
in [slamabad said.

Pressler will hold talks with
Pakistani parliamentarians and
senior government officials.

The US team will discuss
trade and economic policies,
nuclear non-proliferation, hu-
man rights and regional issues,
the US sources said.

However, Pakistani sources
believe the main topic will be
the Pressler Law which bans US
aild to countries pursuing an

| unsafeguarded nuclear pro-

gramme.,

Former president George
Bush in October 1990 invoked
the legislation to freeze more
than 500 million dollars in eco-
nomic and military assistance
to Pakistan, a traditional US
ally during the cold war era.

Pakistan admits it has ac-
quired the technical know how
to manufacture nuclear bombs,
but insists it has no plans to do
S0.

Six hawkers
held in city

By Staff Correspondent
Police arrested six hawkers
for damaging a bus and attack-

ing law enforcing agency per-
sonnel during a procession at
the GPO area in the city at
11:30 am yesterday.

Police said, a number of
hawkers brought out a proces-

Ssion in protest against their

eviction from the Gulistan-GPO
areas yesterday around noon.
- At one stage, the procession

-attacked a BRTC bus and

started pelting stones at the po-
lice. Phe arrested persons are
Kuddus, Kabir, Hannan,
Jabbar, Dulal and Kamal.

Martyred
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hours of Tuesday.

Différent political parties and

socio-cultural - organisations
have drawn up elaborate pro-
grammes.

The programmes include
hoisting of black flags,
black badges, laying wreaths at
the Mirpur Smriti Soudha and
offering fateha there. milad
mahfils and discussions.

BNP leaders and workers will
assemble at the party's central
office at 8 am. and offer fateha
at Mirpur Smriti Soudha at
8:30.am. A discussion will be
held at Ramna Batamul at 3 pm
under the auspices of Jatly-
atabadi Samajik - Sangskritik
Sangstha (JASAS). '

Awami League will pay
homage to the martyred intel-
lectuals by hoisting of national
and party at half mast and
black flags at the party central
office, Bangabandhu Bhaban
and party offices all over the
country. ;

The Awami League pro-
gramme for the day also in-
cludes of wreath at the
portrait of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibar Rahman and
rally at Bangabandhu Bhaban
at 7:30 am, and placing of
wreath at Mirpur Smriti Soudha
at 8 am.

Shilpakala Academy will
place wreaths at Mirpur at 8
am. The Academy will hold a
discussion on the martyred in-
tellectuals at its auditorium at 6
pm. National Professor Mu-
hammad Shamsul Haq will be
the chief guest. .

15 at the academy premises at
10 am. ‘o

standing issues with

its ‘'misrule and corruption.’ re-

ports UNB.

the newly elected
office-bearers of the Bhuapur
Ibrahim Khan College at 29
Minto Road, she said wrong and
anti-people policy of the gov-
ernment has put national econ-
omy on the verge of collapse
and pushed the country to-
wards ruination.

Hasina, also Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament,
charged the ruling BNP with in-
dulging in corruption and ac-
cused its MPs of plundering the
state exchequer under an en-
tente with those of the deposed
autocratic regime.

Welcoming the Chhatra
League victory in the Ibrahim
Khan University College at
Bhuapur in Tangail, Hasina
said the victory of her party's
student wings in different col-
lege union elections proved that
the student community had re-
jected the ruling quarter.

Instructions for
Kuwait returnees

* The government urged all
the Kuwait-returned Banglades-
his not to be confused by any
misleading Information regar-
ding their compensation by the
United Nations Compensation
Commission, reports i

The government is in con-
stant contact with the Com-
mission and will make all nec-
essary tto
all information, if any
ment, on the issue, said an of-
ficial handout last night.

The application forms, re-
ceived from the Kuwait re-
turnees, have already been sent
to the commission office thro-
ugh Geneva High Commission
of Bangladesh, the handout
sai

d.
Foreign Secy
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- today.
Rahman said, the cardinal
principle pursued by Dhaka in
its loreign policy was guided by
the policy of friendship with
all and malice towards none.
Speaking generally, Rahman

said that for a nation like

Bangladesh with a large popu-
lation and scant resources,
"Pursuing a strong and inde-
pendent foreign policy was a
challenging and daunting task,
but we have performed re-

 markably well."

Dwelling + on Indo-
relations, Rahman

sald there were basically four
areas of focus between the two
countries. He said the {ssues
with India were %ater sharing,
demarcation of boundary, in-
cluding the martime boundary,
economic matters

refugees. :

"Water plays a crucial role
in the life of the people and
the nation,” he said without
elaborating. He, however, ex-
pressed the hope that out-

our
neighbours would be resolved

"Our diplomatic weapons
include international law- and
logic," he added.

Rahman expressed the
hope that the Rohingyas, who
had fled their homes and were
staying in camps in
Bangladesh, would see an early
solution to their problems fol-
lowing the memorandum of
understanding signed by the
government of Myanmar and
the UNHCR.

Minister resents
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Sangsad. the minister said.

"So, the accusation against
the government of being insin-
cere is irrelevant," he com-
mented.

The bill was moved by
Awami League MP Salahuddin
Yusuf two years ago. A special
parliamentary committee,
headed by Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz, had been formed
to scrutinise the bill.

The report of that committee,
containing a split opinion, is
now due to be presented before
the House during the next ses-
sion of Parliament. :

— PID photo

PM : Opposition

From Page | Col 7

"Butl we are now producing ev-

erything. Now we do not import

many things and are even

thinking about export.’ .
The Prime Minister also said

the autocratic regime had ha-
rassed the [armers with certifl
cate cases and loan burdea. but

the present government first
walved agricultural credit upto
Tk 5,000 and land tax up to 25
bighas. It also withdrew certifi-
cdate cases. "We are implement-
ing all our election commit-
ments one after another.”
"From now on the govern-
ment will only assist while the
people will be the owners of
mills agd factories,” she said
and called upon all to avail of

" the opportunity being offered by

the government.

Pointing out the baneful im*
pact of shutdown and block-
ades, the Prime Minister said
foreign investors felt shy to in-
vest in Bangladesh because of
the political unrest caused by
frequent hartals, the damaging
of vehicles and destruction of
public property.

Due to the correct measures
taken by the BNP government,
she said, the country has al-
most achieved® food autarky,
and "We are even planning to
export rice." The people have
started reaping the benefits for
having voted for the 'sheaf of
paddy,” her party's election
symbol, she said.

Begum Zia said the people
had fought for independence to
get democracy and achieve eco-
nomic emancipation, but their
dreams could not be materi-

alised because the post-
Liberation government was
busy aggrandising its own m-
terests ignoring people's wel-
fare.

"Now democracy has been
established and an elected gov-
ernment is in power. Let's work
together to realise the dreams of
the people and achieve overall
development of the country.”

Begum Zia informed the
people of Khulna district that
the government was going to
introduce a new technology in
shrimp c¢ulture and use green

-jute as raw material in paper

mills® Some tourism centres will
also be built in the Sundarbans
area Lo attract tourists

Earlier at noon. the Prime
Minister also addressed a big
public meeting in the remote
Bagall union parishad field in
Koira thana, 60 miles from
Khulna city. The union is one of
the most underdeveloped areas
of the country.

Begum Zia was the first head
of government to visit Bagali
union in its 200 year-history,
local people said. At the news of
the MP's trip, to the sleepy lo-
cality, people from adjoining
unions and thanas streamed in
over the past two to three days
and took shelter in their rela-

tives' houses.
On arrival, Begum Zia first

inaugurated the electrification
programme in the union by
switching on a light in the re-
mote area. Begum Zia assured
her audience that all villages of
the thana would come under
electricity supply within a few
months.

and. the .
question of the Chakma _
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Mia. Education Minister Barris-
ter Jamiruddin Sircar, Labour

_ Minister Abdul Mannan Bhui-

yan and Commerce Minister
Shamsul Islam.

The Communications Minis-
ter returned home Sunday from
a trip to Malaysia.

The dispute between the
government and the profes-
sionals revolves round the
question of equal status for all
district officials, which is one of

the four points in the charter of

demands earlier accepted by the
government.

When asked why the gov-
ernment had backed out frgm
its earlier position, the minister
sald that the special cabinet
committee had, meanwhile, ex-
amined whether the status of
all district officials in India,
Pakistan and Shri Lanka was
equal or not.’

“We have found out that the

status of the officials in those

countries is not equal,” he
commented. =

‘Leaders of the Prokrichi-BC
Central Action Council, how"
ever, said they were ready ‘to
talk with the government.

. "The problem is that the gov-
ernment always backs out from

its position,” said A.N.H. Akhter

Hussain, a central committee

member of the Action Council.
"Why dges a government de-

cision change with the change

| of a minister?" he asked.

Javed Igbal, General Secre-
tary of the Krishibid Institution
of the Agriculturists, com-

mented: "We hope all the minis-

ters would respect the commit-
ment made by the Prime Minis-
ter.”

The government, in a dia-
logue with the leaders of the
Prokrichi-BCS Council on April
15 last, had agreed in principle
to accept four of their 17 de-
mands. :

Meanwhile, a holiday mood |

prevailed in different public and
autonomous offices yesterday,

the second day of the three-day
mass leave campaign.

Except emergency services
like power, gas, customs and
port and harbour operation, no
member of the professional
groups joined their duties.

Some of the offices, which
are completely technical in their
nature, looked deserted during
the office hours.

- Attendance in the Roads and
Highways Department, the
Telephone and Telegraph De-
partment, the Dhaka Electric
Power Supply office, RAJUK,
the Water Development Board,’
the Power Development Board,
the Public Works Department.
the Bangladesh Agriculture Re-

Prokrichi-govt talks

search Council, the Agriculturail
Research Institute, the Rice Re-
search Institute, the Fish Re-
search Institute, the Livestock
Research Institute at Savar was
very thin. )

The sufferings of the patients
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, PG Hospital, and the
Sir Salimullah Medical College
Hospital mounted with the doc-
tors having gone on leave.

Only the emergency medical
cases were given attention by
special medical squads, re-
ported our DMCH and SSMC
correspondents. No surgeries
were done in these hospitals.

Many patients were seen leaving

the hospitals.

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Medical Association claimed
that their pro was
observed in all the hospitals
and clinics across the country.

The Leaders of the Prokrichi

and the BCS Central Action .

Council,] in a statement yester-
day, called upon the govern-
ment to "heed the remarks of

* the Chief Justice” and take im-

mediate steps to separate the
judiciary from the administra-
tion. formulate a new Rules of
Business by making the minis-

ters chief executives of the

ministries and form local gov-
ernment bodies with the public
representatives.

The Action Council leaders

| yesterday held a meeting at the

Institution of Engineers to dis-
cuss their on-going mass leave
movement. '

The meeting termed the
comments about the judiciary

~made by the Chief Justice Sat-

urday 'significant’ and observed
that the Prokrichi and the BCS
Council held similar views on
the need far separation of the

judiciary from the administra-
tion.

The meeting also observed
that vested interests in the
administration were engaged in
hatching conspiracies against
the on-going struggle of the pro-
fessionals.

Meanwhile, the leaders of the
BCS General Education Associ-
ations yesterday expressed
their solidarity with the on-go-
ing programme of the members
of the Prokrichi and BCS Cen-
tral Action Cﬂundl.' :

In a statement. Dr QATM

. Habibur Rahman and M Abu

Yusuf, president and general
secretary respectively of the as-
sociation, contradicted a news
report published in a section of
newspapers and said the gov-
ernment college teachers were
involved in the struggle of the
professionals.

Indian troops kill 5 Kashmiris

JAMMU, Dec 12: Irmnuwﬂﬂmmh_n'ﬂ

Kashmiri Muslim

guerillas Sunday in an operation to capture -

militants from a village police said The guerillas were killed
during a gunbattle with soldiers who had cordoned off Kesh-*
wani, a mountainous village of Jammu-Kashmir state. The vil-
lage is about 230 kilometres (143 miles] northwest of Jammu,
the state’'s winter capital. reports AP.

12 die as trains collide in Cairo

CAIRO, Dec 12: At least 12 peopie

were killed and 85 injured

when two trains collided north of Cairo early today, security
sources said. They said a mistake by a railway traffic controller
is believed to have caused the collision between a passenger
train and a goods train at Zifta Station, 97 km (60 miles) north

of Cairo, reports Reuter.

L ]
Low turnout in

Russian polls

MOSCOW, Dec 12; Two
years after the fall of the Soviet
Union, Russians voted Sunday
on a new constitution and Par-
llament. but many appeared to
ignore President Boris Yeltsin's
plea for a strong endorsemnent of
reform, jeporis AP.

Turnout was so low that it
threatened to make the vote on
the constitution invalid and
leave Yeltsin in a legal vacuum,
with no rules to guide the new
Parllament and no solution in
his question for stronger,
clearer presidential powers,

The result would not be aAn
immediate crisis, but a contin-
uation of Russia's political in-
stability. The most likely course
would be for the new parliament

itself to revise and adopt the .

draft constitution, at least as a
temporary charter.

Yeltsin, voting with his wife.
Nalna, at a polling station near
their Moscow apartment, told
reporters, he was optimistic.

Housewife dies
unnatural death

in Uttara

By Staff Correspondent

The wile of a retired army of-
ficial reportedly committed sul-
cide follbwing a family quarrel
at Ner Uttara residence on
Saturday,

Sabiha Khaled (37), wife of
retired Major Khaled Akhter,
was declared dead by doctors at
the Combined Military Hospital
(CMH]) late Saturday where she
was taken there in a critical
condition.

Major Khaled flled an un-
natural death case with the po-
lice Sunday morming in which
he said his wife had left the
house on December 4 after an
altercation with him. However,

Khaled did not inform the police
about the disappearance of his

wife for six days.

An Art College student and
Khaled's neighbour, Raju re-
portedly left the victim in an
unconscious state in front of
her house at around 6-45 pm
Saturday, a thana official said.
quoting the written statement
filed with Uttara thana by the
deceased's husband,

She was immediately rushed
to the CMH where the doctors
pronounced her dead.

The police have started an
investigation into the case and
interrogated a number of people
in the area. No one was arrested
or taken to the police station till
the writing of this report late

Sunday night.

Ctg city polls
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| Some notable independent can-

didates may also pose serious
challenges. -
_ Observers apprehend that a
close race here could also
spawn violence. )

The names of the mayoral
aspirants heard so far include
Mir Md Nasiruddin, the incum-
bent, and Ekramul Karim from
the BNP, A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury from the Awami
League, former mayor
Mahmudul Islam €howdhury,
and Abu Naser Chowdhury, a
former deputy mayor, both from
the Jatiya Party. Afsaruddin
from the Jamaat-e-Islami and
Abu Bakar Chowdhury from the
NDP are also expected to -file"
their nominations.

An update on the party nom-

inations received late last night .

says the AL nomination of A B
M Mohiuddin Chowdhury as a
candidate for the post of mayor
has been confirmed while the
name of the BNP nominee is yet

to be announced.
Municipal dev
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Further delay is likely and this
will push commencemént of
construction nd the cur-
rent dry season and further
compound implementation

These will also be delay in al-
location of housing plots in
Kaiballyadham in Chittagong.
developed under the project.
This delay is occurring because
the Housing and Settlement
Directorate has not been able to
appoint the officials who will
proeess plot allocation and loan
arrangements.

in Dhaka, the City Corpo-
ration will have to submit a
drainage plan for the Rasulpur
area. The plan is needed to
reserve open drainage

building obstructions.

day.

channel .
free of future filling and,

3 killed in
mishaps
By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were killed by
speeding trucks in the city yes-
terday while another teen-aged
boy was ran over by a :
train at Pagla level crossing in
Narayanganj.

A motorbike rider was killed
when he was knocked down by
a speeding truck at Pallabi,
Mirpur early Sunday.

The victim was identified as
Mahmud, 33.

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where doctors declared
him dead.

in another incident. an un-
known pedestrian was killed
when a speeding truck knocked
him down in front of the Mod-
humita Cinerna HAll in the eity
in the mormning.

The victim aged about 22
died on the way td the DMCH.

In Narayanganj, a )5-year
old boy. Mohammed J
Hossain, was killed when a
running gain ran over him at

Pagla level crossing in Narayan-
ganj at about 11:30 am Satur-

The victim was admitted ln-
the DMCH where he died early
Sunday.

One killed, 50 hurt
in Sitakundu

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., Dec 12: A
tragic road mishap this evening
left a minor girl killed and at

least 50 other injured at
Sitakundu, 25 miles from the
city. --

Police said, a four year old
girl died on the sport when a
Chittagong bound passenger
bus from Dhaka collided head
on with a speedy truck en the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
around 8 pm.

Defaulters
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yet to be announced.

Sources said. in addition,
people owing arrear municipal
taxes, rates and fees would also
be deemed unfit for contesting
the post of mayor or commis-
sioner. Also, a candidate must

prove that he or she is not in-
solvent.

FWP budget
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the schemes approved by the
district coordination committees
until 30 November while 31
January next has been fixed as
the last date for beginning the
implementation work.

The FWP was introduced in
1974 for generating employ-
ment for the rural poor during
the dry season by utilising
foodgrain dgnated by the World
Food Programme (WFP) and
other countries. Afterwards, the
Fmrnmcnt also arranged food
rom its own resources for the
programme which spread suc-

-

- cessfully all over the country.

‘Under the FWP, earth works
such as construction and re-
construction of roads and em-
bankments, canal digging and
other development works are
being done every year. During
the last fiscal year, 6805
schemes were implemented un-
der the FWP utilising 527,000
tonnes of wheat.

The Relief Ministry has also
allocated. 330,000 tonnes of
wheat for this fiscal year's Test
Relief. VGD programme and
other relief activities,

‘Taka
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General of BIBM A HM Nurul
Islam Chowdhury. Deputy
Governor, BB, Kamaluddin
Ahmed, the chief of the
Financial Sector Reform Project
Patrick Vath and di-
rectors of private commercial
banks.-among others, were pre-
sent on the occasion.
ng that convertibil-

ity is a means for the
of currencies for international
transactions, the central bank
governor said, "We made our
Taka convertible only for eur-
rent account transactions now
Unlike " other ntlghhourlni
countries, Bangladesh is pro-
ceeding cerrectly towards full
convertibility, which means we
will ultimately make the Taka
convertible for the current
capital accounts.” ’

Forty senior level executives
of banks and financial institu-
tions are the
workshop which is con-
ducted by the BIBM Ity
member, Dr Toufic A Chow-
dhury.



